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pinion, a higher and more sustained
flight in the keen and difficult air of
philosophical speculation, than even
in the former. The subjects discussed
are of prime importance—subjects
which lie at the base of all theology,
nay, of all philosophy. In a series
of brilliant essays he discusses the
following topics : Knowledge and
Scepticism, Knowledge and Belief,
Postulates of Scientific Knowledge,
Mechanism and Teleology, The
Conservation of Energy, Substances
and their Interaction, Theism and
Panthism, The Relation of God to
the World, The Relation of God to
Truth and Righteousness, The Soul,
Spiritualism, or Materialism, and
Postulates of Ethics. The study of
these august themes demands, of
course, considerable cohcentration of
thought But we are free to say
that we know no philosophical writer
who has the art of “ putting things ”
more clearly than Prof. Bowne. His
short crisp sentences, his mastery of
the subject, the pungent wit at times
manifested, and the sharp dialectic
thrusts give to these essays a vivacity
and lucidity that make them not
only ea2sy but fascinating rending.
The falacies of evolutionism, with
its cosmical and geological theories
as a solution of the problem of the
universe, are shown with great acute-
ness and subtlety. Thereis at times
a tone of somewhat dogmatic asser-
tion in the book, but the author
explains that as the opinions can
have no weight but as they affect
the judgments of others, it saves
both time and space and is, withal,
in better taste to express them
plainly.
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There is no more romantic or he-
roic story than that of Methodist
Missions. The M. E. Church of the
United States has given proof of her
descent from the grand missionary
Methodism of Great Britain by her
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zeal in the mission cause. And the

Methodism of Canada, as the off

spring of that missionary zeal, ought

not to forget her imtimate early
relations to American Methodism.

In these two goodly volumes Dr.
Reid has told the interesting story
of the beginning, development and
progress of M. E. Missions through-
out the world. The missionary
society, like our own in Canada, had
its origin in the efforts to evangelize
the native tribes, and some of its
earliest co-labourers were converted
Indians. Dr. Reid commemorates
the services of our own Canadian
Peter Jones, Peter Jacobs and Elder
Case. The labours of the mission-
aries among the Indians and the
Negroes did much to elevate these
subject races and would have done
much more but for the obstructions
placed in their way by unscrupulous
traders and venal politicians.

The foreign missions of the Church
have had a wonderful providential
development. In Siberia, in Brazil,
in Uraguay, in Mexico, in India, in
China, in Japan great success has
attended its operations. The story
of the planting of the Indian Mission
and of its perils during the mutiny
lacks no element of the heroic and
the morally sublime. In Japan, the
M. E. Missionaries arelabouring side
by side with our own in endeavouring
to evangelize that land.

In its missions on the Continent
of Europe the Methodism of the
New World has endeavoured to
repay the benefits it has received
from those ola historic lands, so
many of whose sons have found a
home in the West. In Norway,
Sweden, Denmark, Germany, Italy
and Bulgaria successful missions,
with training institutes for the educa-
tion of native missionaries, and a
vigorous native press have been
created. The missionary statistical
tables are very full and are brought
down to recent dates. The volumes
are copiously illustrated with maps
and engravings.
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A very noteworthy article in the
current number of this Review is a



