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Amid the general political upheaval that
rnarked the year 1848, a very distinct re-
action against "a.uthority" and precedent
was discerniable also in the monarchy of in-
tellect. Il1 think, says Professor NMa.sson,
Ilthat I can even mark the precise year,
i848, as a point whence the appearance of
an unusual anmaunt of tinsteadying thought
may bc dated--as if, in thar year of simul-
taneous European irritability, not only
Nvere the nations agitated politically, as the
newspapers saw, but conceptions of an in-
teilectual kzind, that had long been forming
themnselves underneath in the depths, were
shaken up to the surface in scientific jour-
nais and books." (Rýeccuz' British RPiiioso-

thy.> It fortulnatel), happened that, when
the political atmosphere had somewhat
cleared, and while men's minds continued
stili in the quickened aitd receptive condi-
tion which recent events had induced, that
great school of applied science-the Exhibi-
tion of i85i-opened in London. I{ere
was registerecl in a few months what an
Ontario teacher wouid cali an Ilaggregate
attendance " of more than six millions and
a quarter of pupils. The vast educationai
value of this reunion is now, after the event,
apparent to the duilest mnd ; but it argued
great sa&acity in Prince Albert to define,
mnore than twelve months before the in-
auguration, its truc significance, in these
memorable words : IlThe exhibition of

151is to give us a true test and a living
picture of the point of developruent at
which the whoie of mankind has arrived,
and a new standing poinit from which al
nations Nvill be able to direct their further
exertions." (.%Speech ai Milansion House,
Mfarcz 21St, 1850.) The impulse thus
given to education on the Continent wvas
immrediate. In 1852 the French Govern-
maent were already recasting their whole
University, fyster, anîd bêsthwing on thé
newer knowledge its 'ipprdpriate recogni-
tion in the -degree; -Bac'helor of -Science.
(Baccalau-eaz' es -Sciftz«s.) Special scien-

tific sehools and universities began at once
to multiply in Gerrnany, Prussia and Swit-
zeriand. For w:nt ofr wise concession a
mischievous distinction had, early in the
i8th century, arisen on the Continent be-
tween Iluseful " as opposed to Illiberal "
educatioti-two things whichi (as Sir Thoma-
as More once said of lawv and equity),
"IGod bath joined, but man bath put
asunder." The ciassical schoois became,
in Germany, stigmnatized as "word Schools,"
(varbalsehuien) while those institutions
which restricted their training to the "3
R's," and to industrial science, were digni-
fied as Ilthing sehools " (realschulen.) The
publication of Rosseau's " Emile " ifl 17 62,
powerfully stimulated the dernand for ob-
jective 'teachiÀng; every new scieniific dis-
covei-y added to the momenttuni, and ad-
vanced rnen's minds further towards those
fundâmental changes, ivhich the middle of
thÈ i9th century sawv initiated in the whole
theory and practice of teaching. While
these- profouind educational movements
wvere in progress on t1he continent, England
wvas peacefully sleeping on. ln 1867, how1-
ever, the nations assembled at Paris in
industriai congress, and England was un-
speakably startled to find that a brief inter-
vat of sixteen years hiad, in numberless de-
partruents, converted ier industrial and
artistic superiority into the most palpable
inferiority ; and that neglect of those gen-
eral and special eduicational appliances,
which bier continental rivais were strenu-
ously perfecting, signified rapid national de-
cadence. Then followed the usual and
characteristic panic ; commnissioners ivere
sent to France and Germany, to report on
the systems of instruction there pursued.
Then wvas issued, in hot haste, a Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the condition of Eng-
lish GrammarSchools, which has since been
folîowed b)y'simi.lar inyvesti gtions in the sub-
jects of Piima'aid*gýtI1niversity Education.

A cotiàiderai5Iè nimbèr of -the English
Grarnfnar Schiots«<*whicE Tûrnisi *a con-
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