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Child-marriage for females
of high caste may be cited as an illustration.
A writer in speaking of this as the greatest of
woman's wrongs, mentions caste and the joint-
family system as the things that make it a
very Gibraltar. All these things together cer-
tainly make Hinduism a Gibraltar

And yet no one can deny that there are some
signs of progress in India. One of the ddest
things in Hinduism is that it sanctions and
encourages practices that are immoral. Among
these {s the custom of dedicating littTe g
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The memorial closes with these words : ‘‘In
taking action to put an end to what con-
stitutes an open sore in the life of the people,
vour Excellency's Government will be warmly
supported by all the enlightened

gent sections of the Hindu community.'’
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i The caste system in India is sometimes called
the devil's masterpiece. It is generally said
that there are four castes, and after them the
out-castes, now called in Govern-
ment reports, the Panchamas, or people of the
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and even Brahmans are separated from one an
other by divisions and sub-divisions, membhers
of which cannot intermarry or

Enlightened

even eat to-

gether men have bewailed
has taken
place in Calcutta by which the four sub-castes

of the *Kayestha

long
these divisions. Recently a reform
community have agreed to
drop their differences and become one. A lead-
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have also sanctioned inter-marriages among
themselves. The significance of this movement
consists in the fact that what has taken place
I one community is likely to take place in

others
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A native gentleman 4n giving an ac-
count of the opening ceremonies wrote : ‘‘Tea
and sweets were served and most of the edu-
cated gentry and students partook of them,
showing therchy® that educated Indians have
been gradually giving up gross superstitions
and ridiculous sectarian differences.'
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census, taken in 1901, showed a remarkable
growth in numbers, much lurg('x' among Pro-
testants than among Roman ¥atholics. And
while  the progress made in cducation among
the males is noteworthy, that made among the
females is more so. This is sure to give to the
community in intellectual
that their num
them. I was quite
progress tmade in our own
attended the women's session
at the last meeting of the Godavari Associa-
tion. Tt was a joy to see and hear our Telugu
sisters, as the officers conducted the husiness,
and  the delegates read the reports  from
circles, and  discussed matters
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The deeper spiritual life manifested

by many of our Telugu pastors and others of
late may be mentioned as the best of all the
signs of promise.
JOHN CRAIG

"Kayestha means writer or accountant. In
the Telugu country these are called Karnams
and belong to the Brahmans. Josiah, the old
pastor at Cocanada, came from the extreme
north of the Telugu country. He was a Kar-
nam, but not a Brahman : probably he be-
longed to the Kayestha caste.




