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THE LEVEL AND THE SQUARE.
1. Wemeet upon the Level. nnd we rartupon the Sqonre ;
What words ot preijuus meaning those wonls Ma.
sonlc arc!
Come .le: u:: contemplate thein, they are worthy of
our thn"
With the h»xh'r-t and the lowest, and the rarest they
are fraught,

. 'We meet upon the Level, tho’ frain ev?ry stationcome
The k}:ng from out his palace, and the poor man from his
ome
For the one must leave his diadem outsidy the M.
aon’s door,
Aud the other find hus truo respectuponthe cheekered
oor,

. We p&m upon the square, for the world must have 18
uc

We ming’le with the muttitude, a cold, unfriendly crew ;
But the influenco of nur gatheringsinnemory isgreen,
And we loug upon the level to renew the happy scene:

. There’ai? fworld where all arc cquat; we are hurryin
to it fast,
We shall ineet upon the level there, when the gates of
death are past;
‘We shall stand before the Orient, and our Master will
be there,
To try the blacks we offer by Hisown unerring squate.

5. We zBa!l n}eet upon the level there, but never thence
epart ;
Theie’s a ansion—tis all ready for each trusting,
faithful heart;
There’s a m: and a wel , and a multitude 1s
there—
Who have met upon the leve). and bren tried upon
the square.

. Let us meet upon the level, then, winle laborng pa-
tient herc,
Let us meet, and let us Jabor, though the labor be
severe *
Alrendy in the western sky the signs bid us prepare
7o gather up our working tools, aud part upon the
square,

7. Hands round, ye faithful Masons, form the bright fra.
ternal chain;
We part_upon the square below to meetin heaven

aguin.

Oht! what words of precious meaning those words
Masonic are,

We meet upon the level and we part upon the square.

OPERATIVE AND SPECULATIVE MASONRY,

Hnil glorinus triumph of the Mason's art,
‘Temple of Faith—fit emblem of the heant,
Where else shall man thy mystic import fird,
Or reconcile thy moral 10 his mnd?

Thy xecret lesson gave to quarried stone

A linghter splendor than Judea’s thtone~

A purer lustre than the srarkhng gem

Set by Ambition in her diadem.

Sacred our Ancient Craft —'tis ours confess'd,
To rear agam that pile twithun ench dreast,
Notn its towers of pride, its smmf tuilt walls,
Tts columned cloisters. or its stately halls,

Tts brazen altar or s deep veiled shrine—
The resting place of Majesty Divine :

To such vain power, we Jay no wild pretense,
‘We rear tha building in its moral sense—

We need no cedar, sandal-wood. or stone,

Or treasures such as kigs mgz give alone
The , the weak, the Aumble.the despis’&,
All that by vicz are scorned—by virtue pnz'd,
May with the rich perform an equal pan,

An} rear the Temple in the perfect heart.
~Louisville Democrat.

THE MARK DEGREE.—ITS HISTORY
AND OBJECTS.

Belore the Union in England, 1n 1813, the de-
gree was practised by many Lodges, in con-
junction with two or three others, which were
unitedly denominated # Ark, Murk, and Link.”?
The Mark was conferred without the autkority of
aseparate Warrant, being considered as an integral
portion of the fellow Craft’s degree; the Ark and
Link are now, we believe, iractica_“y obsolete,
Under some systems, the merk is divided 1nto two
degrees; while in others it is 8] comprised in one
degree a8 a necessary link to connect the second and
third. A Lodge of Mark Masters is calledin Eng-
land a Congratulation ; and.a candidate, on his ad-
mission, is said to be congratulated. With this
brief history of the degree, we shall pass on to its
objects. In the lirst of the above named grades,
tbe distinction was simple; The Mark men were
historically in number two thousand, and were

A~

appninted for the purpose of placing & pecnliss
mark, and piobably two, on erery prepared stoas
and beam of timber, the one dennting the Lodue,
the other the workman, consisting of ce7"ain ma-

ceremonies are Judaisai, ‘I'his much, however,
we will uesert, that the three degrees. E. A5 T
C.; and M. M., are cisentinlly Gentile or Catho-
Yie=that i univenal. The Jewich ate those of

thematical figares which constitnted 1ha designa-t Mack, P M. M. K. M.; and Royal Arch, in-
tion of every Lodge nnd every ason ; that when|cluding those belonging to the Councai of Royal

the stones and timber were collected at Jerusalem, an ¢
every man's work might be elear)y distinzmshable, those of the orders of Konigzhthood,

The Christian degrees are
such ag Knight

elect Masters

whether conveved from the forest of Lebanon,|Templar, Knight ot Malta, Rose Croix, &e. The

the quarriegof T'yre, orthe clayey ground between
Succoth and Zeradatha. On the other hand, the
Mark Masters are seprescnted as consisting of a
thousand chosen and trusty men, whose office it
wus to examine the materials after they were
brought to Jerusalem, for the purpose of detecting
any defictencies which might exist either in stone

or timber, casting aside the imperfect, to the open-|

1y expressed disgrace of the workmen, and placing
a mark of approval and congratulation on those
which were fitted for thé building; that when
put together, all confusion and disarder might be
avoided, and nothing heard i Zion but harmony
and peace. The Mark Degree, besides its utility,
affords a most intelligent and important link be-
tween operative and speculative Freemasonry,
whichis in strict accordance with the original cus-
toms of the operative Fraternity., The wmarks
entrasted to the skilful Crafismen served not only
to distinguish their particular work, butin a su-
perior degree, when more fully comprehended,
were found to contain the principles of the de-
sign.

Recent investigations have shown their great
importance in an archaeological point of view,

propagation of what are generally called in this
country the higher degrecs, is now so rapidly ex-
tending that the importance of the distinction bet-
ween Jewish, Gertile, and Christian Masonry be-
comes inportant, and we believe that our deflni-
tion as above will be duly appreciated, though for
the first time it be clothed 1n such plain language.
—Brooklyn Slandard.

PRAYER ON THE 'II‘)(%?TH OF WASHING-

The following beautiful prayer on the death of
George Washington in 1799, which was pro-
nounced by the late Rev. Brother John Murray
before Ristng States Lodge, Boston, will, we doubt
not, be read with peculiar interest at this critical
period of our national aflairs, especially that por-
uon of it which we daveitalicised. Indeed itmay
be read in our Lodges at the present time all over
the country and if offéred up with sincerity by the
250,000 Masons of the Union may stay the hands
of those engaged in a fratricidai warfare,

i % Almighty Arch.tect of the Universe ! Bes-
itower of Light and Creator of Worlds! from thy

and also in elucidating the continuous history of'Celestial Lodge look down with an eye of benig-

the Fraternity, inasmuch as the marks uged by
the ancient Craftsmen, all having some hidden
symbolic reference, are found among the ruens of
every important old building still existing on the
face of the globe,and we are by thess means en-
abled, fram actual inspection, to trace the con-
necting links existing in structures erected by our
ancient Brethren, for a period looking backward
more than forty centuries. We seem thus to up-
lift the veil which throws the pall of its dark
shadows upon the past, and to admit a ray of light

which though faintly visible, serves to illumine
the a'~om left by the lapse of ages, and enables us

to disc.-ver those broken links and scattered frag-
ments w hich, when re-united, will constitute the

perfect chain of true Masonic history.—~Brooklym

Standard,

THE PRINCE OF WALES TO BECOME A
FREE MASON,

A romor came out recently from England that
the Prince of Wales was about to be initiated inte
Masonry, Therenpon the Kingston Whig declar-
ed that he conld not be made in England till heis
twenty-one ; that he will have to 2o to Scotlard,
“where they sometimesdo these things.? A Free
Macon, belonging to an English Lodgae, desires uts

to call the attention of the Editor of the Whig:

(bitherto supposed lo know something about MMa-
sonry) ‘o the power of dispensation granted to the
Grand Master or Provincial Grand Master, under
the 3rd Section of the Chapter. entitled ¢ Of Pro-
posing Members, Making, Passing ard Raising.”
in the ““Book of Constitutions,” published by the
avthority of the United Grand Lodge of England in
1853, He may there find reason to.chaunge his
opinion. The Prince of Wales’ brother-in-law is
the Grand Master of Prussian Masons, if we mis-
take not.

GENTILE, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAN MA-
SONRY.

Among the Scottish, Tarkish; Continental and
American Masons, a classification such as thatin-
dicated by our heading exists, though as a general
thing among the craft at large it 1s not generally
known, whilst in Fagland there 1s nosuch distinc-
tion because by their Book of Constitutians they
only acknowledge three symbolic degrees, incin.
ding that of the Royal Arch. We do not destre,
for.1t would not be proper,.to discuss in any way
the esoteric work of Masonry,

faity on thy servanis now prostrate at thy foof~
istool. Hear them, O Bountitul Benefactor, we
ibeseech Thee, when they ask of Thee, to san~t’ty
junto them, and to the fraternity atiarge.the affi c-
tion which, in the dispensation of the Holy Provi.
dence, thou hast seen fit to Jay upon them in re-
{moving frot an earthly lodue, thy distingnished
servant and their beloved Brother, George Wash~
ington,
v 4% Great Author of Being! inspire us, who row
jsupphicate thee, with wisdom to acknowledee it
fwas just we shouid be afflicted ! with sfreng(? to
Isupport a calamity swhich, while it rende our
iheaus, fills an empire wita lamentation—and may
,we see the beauly ot Thy H- liness as resplendant
“when Thou givest as when ‘I'bot: takest away.

¢« Supreme Grand Master of all worlds! we dare
‘not arraign thy mighty workings smeny the child-
iren of men, But do not lyrn a decf ear lo our
<requesl when we ask of Theein Thy great gooilness
{do'raise up for us another Weelhtnglon. v inspire
him with Qe wisdom—to endow him wilh like mo-
deration—to animate him with like love for the
'Craft; to adorn him wth like vustues, that his
ife may be the same, and finally to receive him
finto a like paritcapation of Thine mmortal glory
jAmen. So mote it be.”?

1

~—An [rishman, just from tte sod, was eating
.some old cheese, when he found to hisdismay that
it contained hiving inhabitants,

¢t Be jabers,” satd he, % does your chase 1n this
‘country have childer 7
! The punisbment in Hungary for bigamy, com-
pels the man tollive in the same honse with both
|wives ; consequently, the crime is of rare occur-
irence in that country.
! ——At a recent feslival meeting, a married
1man, who ought to have known better, proposed.
% The ladies.”” as ‘ the beings who divided our
sortow, double our joys, and treble our expenses,”
1 Mrs. Alce Yell, on Saturday, cow-hided Mr.
1Lay, of Camden, for promising to marry her and

jnot performing.  As he wouldn’t make her Lay,

|she made him Yell.

| —=—It bas bren found by ocuiists that whena
iperson has only one eye, it is invariably the lef¢

Why is a hen ‘immortal ? Kaze her * gon ne-
ver sets ”

1 am thy father’s spirit,”? as the bottle said to

but this we -canlxhe little boy when he found itin the wood pile

say that no Royal Arch Mason will deny that theirfand wondered wiat it was,
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