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Bro. N. 1. Steiner, by presenting him
with an address, commemorating the
25th Anniversary of the completion of
his term as Worshipful Master of the
Lodge.  ‘The presence ef so many dis-
tinguished Drethren of the Craft, as
well, as so many old members of the
Lodge, greatly enhanced the oceasion,
and one of the sublime tenets of the
Institution, the universality of Freema-
sonry, was also fully exemphified by the
bringing together of so many men of
the different religions and political per-
suasions of the world.

Followmg is a brief sketeh of the
history of St Johns Lodge. On the
8th November, 1856, a meeting was
convened by Bro. George B, Wyllie,
for the purpose of considering the
propriety and  expediency  of estab-
lisning a Blue Lodge in connection
with St. John's Chapter of Royal Arch
Masonry.  As a result of the meeting
a petivon, signed by the following
brethren :—Bros. George Black Wyilie,
William Hay and Joseph Jackes, of St
Andrew’s Lodge, Toronto 1 John Peter
Dunn, George H. Halse and Allio De
Grassie, of King Solomor’s  lodge,
Toronto: David Sterling, of Burns
Lodge, Halifax, NS, ¢ Robert Wishart,
of St. John's Lodge, St. John's, New-
foundland ; and Philip St Hill, of st
Royals Reg't Lodge, No. 3y6, Montre-
al, to form a new Lodge to be named
St Jehn's Lodge was torwarded (o the
M. Wothe Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of England.

The petiion  being  granted, on
December 1st, 1856, @ meeting was
held, by Jaws were framed and other
preliminary  business was transacted :
then on December 3th, 1836, the
Lodge was consceerated as St John's
l.odge, No. 535, LR, and the Provin-
cial Grand Secretary, R. W, Bro. I'ran.
cis Richardson, assisied by the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, R. W. Bro.
Thos. G. Ridout, as . M., and Bros.
S. B. Harman and W. M. Jamicson, as
S. W, and ]. W, respectively installed
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the following officers :—W. Bro. George
B. Wyllie, W. M. ; Bro. William Hay,
SAVL; Bro. David Sterling, J.W. 5 Bro.
Geo.  H. Halse. Treasurer; Bro.
Joseph Jackes, Secretary : Bro. Alfio
De Grassie, S.1).: Bro. Robert Wish-
art, J.D.: Bro. Philip St. Hil, 1. G.;
and Bro. James Forman, Tyler.

Among the first initiates into the
Lodgein 1856 were :—Bros. Hugh Smy-
llie, Thomas Grundy, William Sim-
monds Taylor, Rev. Robert J. Mac-
George, (a name eminent in literature)
A I Scott, (who became Judge of the
County Court of Peel) J.H.Woodman,
and Henry Macphérson, (who also be
came Judge of the County Court of
Gray, and 15t Grand Principal Z. of the
Grand Chapter of Canada.)

This Lodge on the 6th August, 1860,
voted $40 towards the construction of
a Masonic Arch on King Street East,
tfoot of Toronto Street) to ceiebrate
the visit ol H.R.H. the Prince of Wales
to Toronto.

On the 25th November, 1881, the
brethren ceicbrated the 235th Anniver-
sary of the Lodge by a Lanquet at the
Walker House, Toronto, W. Bro. Wil-
liam Simpson, the W, M. at that time,
occupied the chair.  Awmong some of
the prominent Masons present upon
that occasion were :-—NLW. Bro. Lieut.
Col. Moifate, G.NL : M. W. Bro. Sey-
mour, .Gl M2 MWL Bro. Kerr, P
G ROWL Broo spry, DG R
W. Bro. Mason, Grand Sec’y, and W.
Bro. Joseph Jackes, the first Sceretary
of the Lodge, he being the only one of
the original members in attendance.

Many prominent citizens of Toronto
have been members of this Lodge, and
it is no idle boast in saying that St.
John's Ladge, in the past, bas shown
great vitality in disseminating pure Ma-
sonicprinciples, and its history although
brief, is ane that the present brethren
of the Lodge have no cause to be
ashamed of.

Among the many distinguished breth-
ren present were :—M. W, Bro. Wil
ham Gibson, M.P.: R. WL Bro. E. T.
Malone, D.G.M. : R. W. Bro. Aubrey
White, D.1LG. M., of the 11th Masonic



