
ANI) MISSION NiEWS.

Kokw%'ai, that part of' Japanese Christianity
which imder God is duc to the efforts of the
Missions of S.P.G. and C. M.S. in England,
the Protestant Episcopal Chureh in the t'nited
States, amd the two mission of, the Church
of England in Canada ? It is true we have
hastened slowly, and have been very careful
indeed not only as to the in«truction but also
as to the character of the Imen wvhon wve have
admitted to Iloly Orders. There are only
thirty-three native clergy of the Nippon Sei
Kokwai, but ure can make the proud boast that
never has a native Japanese clergynanî proved
false ta his ordination vows, noue has ever been
degraded for inimorality, none has ceased his
clerical duties to engage in trade or secular
teaching, and none has lost his faith or even
suggested a modification of the Creed.

The salaries of the native clergy of the
Nippon Sei Kokwai (Japanese 1-loly Churcli)
are not large. Deacons, if unnarrid, receive
$10.00 a mîonth, and $z 2.50 if narried, while
priests receive $5 more than the above amounts.
O this the native Christians, except in special
cases, pay a portion and the missionary
socicties the r'emuainder. There is a societv in
the Japanese Church called the Clerical Salarv
Association, whose object is ta gradually
increase tie offerings of the native Christians
for the clergy until the congregation becomes
self-supporting. .\ congregation pays its
monthly sum to this Society as does also the
treasurer of the~Missiontry Society, and as the
contributions of the former increase those of
the latter decrease.

J. G. W.

"I CAN CARRY 31U) FOR JESUS
CIHRIST.

Bishop TugelI gives an .îccount ini
and I'oruba Xo/cs of a new church buit at
Opobo on the Niger. This is what he scas of
the devotion of the Christians there :

" The plot of g:ound upon which the :niion.bouse
and churchi stautd vas originally slothing beler tan a
swnIr:p, separted fronm the town of Opobo by a creek;
the first adlerents of the Opoho Chiur'ci, however, with
lnuch courage aid devoion, filled up the swamp aud
bridgcd over the creek. This bridge is pihabh the
strongest and bcst in the Coutntry: il consi.s of thick
Iroko posts, thirty feet long, driven deeply into the
iud, and strong sawn joists and planks tate bridge

lutis have cost :i h'ast £o As an maîstance o' Ihe
devotion of these adhecrents the followinig mîay he cited:
A w.oinian of the house of King Ja j:n, :1nd fornerly onc
of ja Ja's wives, w.as carrying mnlud witlh the other
woinen in "rder to fil[ up the swamp on which Ilhe
church was ta be crected. lier lealthen neighbors
ob'scriig her, fouid faulit. • What,' they cried, ute
wife ofja Ja c.trrying mud : even a slave of Ja ja c-
not do suci menu work. Vou bring disgrace an Our
country.' ' t is truc I was a wif'ofrJa Ja.' she replied,
*and asu %cl could no' carry ild : but 1 have a new
iaNster' now, and I can carry statt lk'r jesus Chri%.."
C..lI.S. Awa'nk#'.

BEMU''TIFUL' IT'il INGS.

The Rev. M. L. Gordon, 1). D., a missionary
of the Ameican Board at Kioto, Japan, writes
a very interesting account o! n hat Christianity
bas done for the Iittle cit i of aka-hashi, u bich
is situated ai the base of a bill which is
wondrously decked with azalea and wvistaria
blossoms. The vines of the latter are festoon-
ed! among the branches of the tal trecs and
forn bowers of royal purple, n hich are remnark-
ably inviting on sunny days.

But what Dr. Gordon saw and heard of' this
cit seems to hini far more beauctiful een than

the grace of vale and hill that had so charned
hini by the war. ' One of these beautiful
things." ho says, " was the love of their churchi
and ils services. Tnhisglowed in every counten-
ance, and vas voiced by a good oId deacon

hvIo hiad just returied hote fron amid the
confusion and distractions of the capital,
"'where the chtrches are so far away that the
Christians can go ta church but once o Sun-
day." Vith evident emotion, ho spoke of
being at honte again, " where the nountains
are high, tlie w%.ater pure, the church near, and
every Sunday seeis like Spring, and every
meeting brings the joy of a New Year's Day."

As vouldi be expected, a church so loved has
had no nman historv. Soonî after Christianity
began ta bi preached there, nearly a score of
years ago, vi olent persecution set in. Their
meetings vere stoned, and the landlord turned

Sthem ot of their prenaching place. Sonie of
the younger memîbers Vere persecuted ini their
homes, beaten and tied up by the thîumbs.
One result of this was the building of their very
neat little chu rch, nainly at their own charges.
Sonc of the stones thrown ere put in the
foundation, and one large one nos lies on the
pulpit floor, marked ' Stone of persection,"
vith the date on vhich it was thrown.

Of the persectuted ietmîbers of the Church,
i some erc scattered abroad, but, as in earlv

tines, they " ceased not ta preach the word,"
and ta soie it gave an opportunity for study
preparatory to the Christian inistry. Of the
sons of the Church threc, at leasI, are Christian
munisters, two ofi whiomu were ordaiied. One

' of these, thie Re\. Kosuke Tomeoka, after
vears if excellent seriice as a countr> pastor,
a prison chaplain, and tuo years' study of the
prisons of Aierica, is now pastor of a church
in lthe capital, the editor of a Christian unews-
piaper, and planning and praying for reform
among the youth of Japai. .\nother is the
pastor of a church and the lea of a flourishing
girls' school on the island of Shikoku. Of its
daughters, tlree are pastors wives, and others
are videlv scattered as teachers in public and
private schools.

Anong the earliest believers in Taka-hashi


