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THE KINDERGARTEN.

[The following statement of the chief objecta of the kindergarten
i taiken fron the report of Mr. James L. Hughes and Mr. E. P.
Roden to the Toronto publie achool board on their retum fromà an
inspection of tho St. Louis public kindergartens,-E.]

Tnm owrsrM or Tam Kixn)EaoAitwzN.

The objects of the kindergarten may beat be brieflystated in the
words of its illustrious founder Froobel:-' To take the over-
sight of children before they are ready for school life ; te exert an
influence over their whole being in corespondence with its nature;
td strengthèn their bodily powers; to exercise thei' senses ; to en-
ploy the awakging mind ; to make thenm thoroughly acquainted
with the world of nature and of man ; te guide their heart and soul
in a right direction, and te lead them te the origin of al life, and to
union with Him."

We have become su -accustomed te regard the function of the
school as limitedo te the cultivation of the intellect alono, that it in
diioult te form a just estinfate of the'real value of a system which
trains and devélops the entire being, morally, mentally, phyxically,
and socially. It will be quite impossible to give an explanation in
detail of the methoda employed in the kindergarten.to accompliuh
the work outlUned by Froebel. It took-him thirty year.of constant
study to complete the system) and it requires at least a two -years'
course te bepome a proficient kindergartener. It may be of service
te state, aise, that the kindergarten is not a school in the ordinary
acceptation of that word. It lanot a place to teach reading, wr-
ing, &.,. but consista chieffy of practice with 'gits,' bal. cf different
colours, cubes, spheres, cylinders, squares, triangles, &c. ; 'occupa-
tions,' weaving paper mats, cutting and pkting paper patterns,
paper foldit4, interlacing, stick work, laL work, pesa work, moula-
ing wit' cay, perforating paper, worsted work, drawing, &c.;
games, plays, and exercise songs. By means of these elements
Froebel arranged a system which reaches effectively every part of
the nature of the child, and promotes its vigorous and healthful
growth.

MORAL TRAINNO.

If Froobel had designed to accomplish nothing more by the kin-
dergarten tsan the development of the moral and religious instincts
of childhood, hi& work would ultimnately have become an esuential
part of all national systor .i education. - There is no other part
of hi. system that t- tie thoughtful mindau clearly reveals the
comprehensiveness and philosophie baais of his methods, and their
wonderful adaptation to the nature of the child, and the laws of its
growth. Every one of his remarkable songe, every one of his
stories, every Que of his games, and every one of his occupations,
gives incidentally a practical direction te the moral natures of the
children. There i. in the kindergarten no sermonizing to children
who are net listening, no theorizing about abstractions which they
cannot understand, no weak sentimentality, but a genuine acting
out of the best tendencies cf human nat.ute: The child is made te
occupy, in a way that i. real to him, every relationship to nature,
the family, society, his country, and his Oreator. H. practices in
his games and piays those virtues which form. the only sure fognda-
tien for the family and the State. H eacta submissively te his
parents, lovingly towards his brothers ad sisters, honourably with
bis neighbours, kindly to thé poor, arid tenderly te the aged. He
learns te be grateful for benefits, te respect honest work, to kno
.that work is an advantage to the individual and the community, to
acknowledge that labour ahould ho justly rewarded, to deatroy
nothing, te waste nothing, te submit to constituted municipal and
national authorities, te give bearty approval to good actions, and te
look with just indignation on mean and ungenerous conduct, to re-

strain hi. evil tendencies, to be unselfiah, to control his tastes even
when they are pure and good, Pa ho cannot get everything ho de.
aires, andi to recognie God, throlgh Bis works, as the Creatorand
as the central power of the univer.e, the source of knowledge, of
love, and of blessing. It in quite impossible t 'realizo, without a
close 'aýd extended exanination of a genuine kindergarten, how a
child cati be placed in such a variety of circumstances as to make it
necessary for him to develop incidentally, without a consciousness
of the procss, all the botter portions of his nature, and to practiso
the sprrect moral code for tho home, suciety, and the State. That
Froebel was able, after even thirty yeara' incessant study, to found
a systen which accomplishea this, conclusivejy entitles him to an
honoured place among educational reformers.

HRYaIoAL cULTURE.•

The physical benefits conferred by thu kindergarten are secon d
in iniportance only to those resulting from its moral and religious
training. The good efetat of this dopartment of kindergarten
work are so quickly apparent and so casily recognized that there i.
in nome places a popular delusion that the kindergarten consiste
only of a ieries of games and plays. This is a grave errer; but Pl-
though the games, plays, and songe do not constitute the entire
work of a kindergarten, they formn a most important part of it,
inasmuch as, while accomplishing many other i ccellent results,they
aiso produco most desirable effec.s on the pli tical systems of the
children. The chief of these efects are:-

1. By a large amount of marching in time with music they learn
to walk properly, a mont important accomplishment.

2. As the plays are so judiciously arranged as to.cal into natural
action every part of the muscular systema, the result could only be
what it uniformly i., harmonious developuent, and consequently
perfectfreedom and gracefulness of action. There isno probability
that a child in the kindergarten will grow up with good arme and
legs and weak loins and contracted chett.

3. The dramatic gesture practised as a visible mterpretation of
the thought and sentiment-of the songs while they -are being sung,
leads to a surprisaig d2gree of expreuivenes and appropriatenes
in the movements of the hands, the head, the eyes, and indeedthe
entire body, while speaking. This i. of more importance than at
first sight it may appear tu be. The skilled elocutionist nay thrill
bis hearers by his toues alone. Vast audiences are fréquently moved
ta tears by the tnuching gestures of a deaf-mute in reciting the
Lord's Prayer. Most people are more deeply affected in a kinder-
garten by the gestures than by the singing. Dramatic interpreta-
tion is to many more touching than vocal interpretation. Either
voice oe action alone posseses wondrous power of expression, but
it is only when they are app opriately united that thought i. pre-
sented in al its clearness, anù feeling communicated with resistless
power. It is no light matter, thon, for girls and boys te have their
bodies trained to act in harmony with their vocal organs in expres-
ing their thoughts and sentiments.

4. The general health of the children is improved, and the vigor-
eus growth of their systems promoted. One of the chief defecta of
the publia achool system is that both positively and negatively it
interferes with theproper natural growth of the child's body. If
adequate attention were pafd to the devolopment of the body in
school, there would be no complaints about over-study. Body and
brain should gror together, do grow together until the child gets to
school. The kindergarten is unquestionably the beat means of
remedying this grave defect in the school. The distinctive feature
of kindorgarten exeicise, as well as of every other part of the sys-
tom, in that the beiefit cones incidentally. The children are not
conscious that they are performing calisthenie exorcises for the
benefit of their heaith ; they are pla'ying for pleasure. E:ercise


