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'HE BRITISI AMERICAN CULTIVA

T ] Pty
TOR.

“We copy the following article from that
cieellent paper the Afbany Cultivator.—
The propriety of haviag  agricultural
schools, m connection®with model farms
establishcd in this Provuee, is clearly
shown, by the apathy which is evineed op
the part of the junior farers, in adapting
measures for the general uuprosenwnt of
the agrienlture of the country.  This -
dulerence upon matters of so much real
impnrtance to themselves and the nation,
can only be rcnvaed 1y soproving the
tastes and cultivaung the winds of the
rising generation.  Agriculture buing the
chief emplovinent of the population of this
country, it is only rational to infer that it
should be the principal objeet of improve-
ment by these who govern and are g
erned, by thuse whuarce incsalivd static .
in socicty and those who move m huabte
spheres, and especially by those who are
directly engaged in the culture of the soil.
It is through the establi-hment of agrieul-
tural societies, such as we have frequently
peinted out to the Canadian farmers, that
the nioving power to the several other as-
sociatinns requisite to secure the greatest
possible amount of prosperity to the farmer
and the country is to be given; and until
the patrivti-in and int 1ligenee of the peo-
ple have been directed to thus true chan-
nel of yeal greamess, we necd searcely
hope that other and lugher measures wiki
be taken to advance the prosperity of
agnculiures,  The whole problem then
may be sohved, smaply by the negative or
positive answer to the question—Cana-
lian farmers, will you aid in this great
work of agricultural improvemen.? If
the former be given, then it will follow as
a maitec of caurse, that the country will
remain as it is ot present, at least twenty
vears behind the age in general improve.
ment. {7 die latier be celund throughout
the tength and breadth of the land, then
may we hope tu <ev the country rise, aud
agriculturc take the stand which legiti-
mately belungs o her.  No true friend of
his countrv can remam ncutral or indiff-
erent to th suceess of such mstitutions as
are caleulated to develope the latent ge-
nius of the country ; and probally no
class of a~sseiations could be devised, that
eould be made so available to the practi-
eal farmes, as agricultural schools and
model fusms—and these can only be sue-
cessfully established in countrics where
the people arc aroused to the importance
of the advantages that wouldaccrue from
a general spread of practical and scienti-
pe kaonledge of sy riendiuzal topies. The

farmers then, must first set the example,
uy laying the corner stone to this great
tructure, which will be thund to consist
i supporting agrcultural  publications
and local and general agricuitural socie.
tivs ; and when the govermment is apprised
that they vequive aid, it will oo doubt be
ubcrally pranted thaa to any reasonable
amount.  Nothury ¢ould Le more conge-
wal to vur feelings than tosce institutiong
springmg up throughout the length and
breadth of the land, «neh ae are mentinned
i the folluwing  connaun’eation; and
every thing shall be done in our power to
conviiee the Canadian agy  ltarai popu-
lation, that it iv as necessary that they
~uld haye institutions establi-hed adapt.
« | to their calling and circumstances, for

,the proper education of their youll, as it

ts that colleges and universities should be
established and chartered for the educa.
tion of students fur the learned profes-
sions, as they are tenned.
AGRICULTURAL INSTITUTIONS

DY ALFRED L. KENNEDY

That the ignorance of true ticornies and mapro-
ved pro.orses of agacaitaie which pievals in most
sectiona of our country, can be radically removed
onty by establisung agricultaral schools and col-
{rges, 18 a proposition that receives the universal
assent of mteliigent men.  The question on the
necessiy of thuse msitations 3 settled throughent
the cavihized world,  Uur duiy niow manifesily i,
to adopt the bet plan, and then to put 1t in exe-
cation forthwith  This du'y 1s of no mean pro-
portions  The canses of the difficultin, changes
and fmlures of hle projects, must be well studied
ere we can espect to profut sutfictently by theirea-
pertence to avord thew tate.  That thes: dafficul-
tes are not invariably fatal, iz evidenced in the
continued and flowrhing earstence of s hools,
which are widely illuminating the toil of the cul-
tivator  \We propose to saetelt 2 few anteresting
particuiars of the most pronuuent of these instua-
ttons.  They may be must cousentently treaied
under two heads.  These which, 1o au academical
course, nmite the theory and practice of agricul-
e, and thoss which teach agriculture only.

The Schools of the firet clovs, are based vpon
the msumuon at Hofwyl, m Swatzerland, under
the dircetzon of s nugle tounuer, the plulandiropic
M de Fellenberg * It conwsta of three schouls,
bterary, agncaltural anud intermediate  In addi-
tion, lecture s to teacheis are annually given. The
{iterary school corannnced by the introduction of
three clildren into the family of the principal In
1507 the first buddang was erected for ait. Ina
f*w yeore the number of profvssors gradually in-
creas A to 20, end the pupils to 80 The studies
comprise, In additon to those t »ght m our col-
I ge3, muae, dancing, fenang, anu cabinet-mak-
mz.  The latter gaves facility m the use of tools,
nenes habus of mdustry, and as the product of
the studenv’s iabour becomes his own, and is gen-
erally & nt home as 2 present, neaness of execn-
uon and filinl affection are encouraced

The obyect of the Agneultaral School is to af-

* Tor an acquaintance with tus disunguisied
man and s noble underiaking, the Enalish reader
= mamly indebted to Rev W € Woodbridge,
Editor « Annals of Education,” to Prof A D
Bache, in lus able report to the Councils of Plila-
delphia. on Eduration 11 Europe, and to « Lettors
from Hofwyl, by a Parcot." London, 1812 From
thege nuthonties wa have fre-ly quoted

ford chldren of poor parentsan opportunity of ace
quang an escellent education, while they gam o
practical farmbinnty with the most unproved farme
! procorer "Th wag commenced in 1808,
under the most unfavourable auspices.  The chile
dren were of the worst possible desenptione—
brought up in adlenies, they were literally taken
tiom the hedges gnd hyshwaya,  Yetby recerving
a fow at the onset and slowly mereasing the nume
ber a3 the firnt became subject to the admirable
diseiplnte, & perseverance  that nothing  could
dauny, has successtully established an wmstitaton
whore benuits have exciied the adimiration of the
trrends of education every where,

“ The pupis are admutted at an carly age, there
being, however, no fixed hnts, and are expected
0 remain untl 21, xf supported gratvitously. By
w0 duing, they would be enabled by their manuai
labuur to repay the eapense of the:r mamtenanco
und education, #0 as to leave the institution withe
out pecumary obhgation. ‘They would besidesbo
detamed beyond what 19 constdercd the most erie
tical age.  In pracuce, however, it 13 found diffi-
cult to nduce this lengthened stay, the nctual ex-
pedicney ot which must depend «o much upon in-
dividual eircumstanees  In addition to the gratu~
1o pupils, others are taken, who pay iu past or
entirely for thareducation.  In summer, the time
oxcupied m lubor 13 from eight to twelve hours
per duy, and mn nstruction fron two to four hours,
In winter, the amount of labor 13less, and of study
more  Daring the time of harvest and hay-mak-
g, the wstraction is omitted altogether.”

In winter, the hours not devoted to the care of
cattle, threstung, and other furin labour, are em-
plu*’cd mn the agncultural machine shopn making
bashets, straw mats, in gelecting sceds, and in
breaking stone for repairing roads. The pupils
are encouraged to labor on their own account.—~—
Lach has a smait portion of land for the culturs of
vegetables 1 tlowers, the profits of which are lus
oW,

As an example of wneidental instruction, we
subjoin the followng ~—

“In laying out the ground for different crops,
for planting, or for spreading manurs, care is ta-
ken an determitung the points, in drawing the
fmes parallel, 1in measunng the distances, and the
mtervals of the plunts with the eye or by paces.
‘The number of plants or heaps of manure is cal-
culated, and the whole iz 2 lesson in geometry
and anthmete, a3 well as an exercise of accuracy
and foresight.”

“ In cutting the trenches for watenng an artifi-
cial meadow, the level of different portions is ob-
served by some ; others trace the lines in such a
manner that the water shall perform the cireuitous
route necessary to supply the whole of a given
space without descending below 1ts level; and
and others sull place the sluices necessary to pre-
vent excess inon part or defiwency in another.
All the -¢ operations are practical lessons upon tho
laws of pravitztion, and are often employed in tho
most stnking manner to lead the pupil to the ox-
wstence and mfluence of this nwiversal agent, If
the pupils are engaged pathenmg the stones out
of the fields, these become the subjects of exanun-
ation, first in reference to colour, hardness and
texture, then the uses to which they are respect-
wely applicable, and finally their name, either in
the moments of rest, or in gome of the lessons of
the day. The instructions thus reccived, are re-
cauled almost involuntanly at every fresh operation
of the sam» sort; and such associations serve to
divest this lowest of agricultural occupations of its
putely mechanical character.”

“ If they are cleanng the ground of weeds, tho
name, charactenstics and qualities of each onearo
made the subject of remark. The relative effect
of sun and air and moisture and enltivation, upon
these plants and those of a useful nature, is neces-
sanly brought to view by the observation of the
pupil, and by the instructions given hum, and 1n-
ferences are then drawn s to the best mode of
exterminating them.”

The intermediate school was established to pup-
ply an edueation for the sons of the * middling
classea,” 1 a style cotrespondent to thut of the pa-
rental roof.  Free from the glare and show that



