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The persons, indeed, whom nature has
qualified to feel the enjuyments or ceceive
the cultivation of knowledge, may not be a
tenth of the entire population ; but it 1s by
them that the fountains of public welfare
are opened, and on therr exertions that the
maintenance of public happiness depends.
If the aphorism of Lord Bacon be true, that

| only well but highly educated ; but never-
' theless it was they who corrupted the lower al

!in the 1ast sixteen years, has been, beyond’

Fprecedent. alarming, the population hav.
~and long before the ignorant masses were ing, during that period, advanced about
contamnated, corruption, sensuality, and seventy per cent., while serious crime has
every species of profligacy had utterly poin- increased Frve Huxorep per cent.  Crime
oned all the sonrces of public weltare in over the whole country 18 advancing at'a
the dignified portions of saciety. Thesame  very rapid rate, and far boyond the incréase
fact is exemplified in every page of Eu- of the popnlation. In the last twenty-four
ropean hustory. I years crime has increased Tuirty Forp.”
With whom did the corrnptions, which

brought about the French Revolution, ori.| Ve have given a long extract from'the

knowledge is power, the extension of kaow. ginated?! Was it among the millons of
ledge continually augments the means of l;.inoram. lavorious men who toiled 1 hum-
beneficence which man can confer upon ble life, not one m fifty of whom could read ;
man. jor among the thousands of the privileged
The elevation also uf the most intethgent . classes, who were all lnghly educated. re-
of thé middling or lower orders to the lugh. | fined, and cultivated? No person will say
est stations olB society, operates as a conti- that their education was based upon rehgio2,
nual inci'zment to the poorer classes to|for they were, probably, the most infidel
emulate their exzinple. Few may be suc.|generation that ever existed upon the face
cessful in the attempt ; but the efforts made , of the earth, and we have seen to what their
by many improve their habits and their use- ntellectual culivation led. If any person
fulness,.and render them better members would wish to know to what, in a highly
of those humble walks i life from which  civiized and opulent community, the gene-
‘they are unable to ascend. i ral extenston of simply intellectual cultiva-
If the enjoyment of study could be made,tion will lead, he has orly to look at the
universal, and intellectual cultivation ren.  books f und at Pumpit, mnety-mne hundreds
dered the means of weaning men from the  of which relate exclusively to subjects of
grosser pleasures of sense, the warmest an. | gastronomy orobscenity ; or to the present
ticipations of the fuends of public mstruc. . novels and dramatic literature of Frauce, in
tion would indeed be realized ; but, at the , Which all the effects of genius, and all.the
same time, the lower orders would be un., powers of fancy aie employed only to height-
fitted to discharge the most important duties cn the desires, prolong the excitement, and
"which saciety requiries tliem to perform, and throw a romantic cover over the graufiea-
the great machine of civilized life would | tinn of the senses,
-stand still, for want of persons to attend to)  Kxperience, the great test of truth, tells
the coarser parts of the engine. The wis. us, 1n language which cannot_be misunder-
doni of Nature has confiied the gift of in., stood, that hu an nature 1n all ranks is the
‘tellectual ability to that proportion among . same ; that knowledge 18 power to all,ibut
niankind whom the oublic interest requires | wisdom anly to those who use it nghtly:
‘to be employed in intellectual pursuits, and | and that, so far from mere secular education

work of this very tulented writer, but the
wholg chapter he has published on this sub.
ject is highly interesting and well deserving
of consideration. From the statistics: he
has given,1t appears perfectly manifest; that
education, if not based upon religious in-
struction, is not likely to increase the vir-
tue and happiness of a people. We shall
refer to this subject agan, and give soma
nteresting information of the results of se-
cular education in Prusia, Sweden, and other
states. It is from the results produced by
any system, that we are tojudge of its util-
ty, and 1t will also teach us the improve.
ments required in the system.

AGRICULTURAL IMPROVEMENT BY THE EDU-
CATION. OF THOSE WHO ARE ENGAGEDR
IN IT AS A PROFESSION.
BY WILLIAM EVANS,
AUTHOR OF THE -* TREATISE ON AGRICUL.
2URE,"” &C—LETTER IL

not suffered either the happiness or the, use. , being an antidote to evil, or a preservative
“fulness of the great majc. ty to be disturbed | against the progress of social corruption, it
'by ‘desires or habits inconsistent with their has the greatest possible tendency-to-n-
‘humble but not less important duties. i crease both, if not restrdined by the force’
Because a par*, however, aré alone quali.' of moral precept, and sancufied by the sim-
fied for intellectual exertion or enjoyment,® ultaneous spread of relizious instruction.
it does not follow that the means ot mstruc-;  The.~amtal error of. the secular. educa-.
tion'shotild not be affirded to the whole peo. tion party.in thig matter, 13 the opmion that,
ple. It is jmpossible to say & pricri n the manend of education should be to com-
‘whom the power to cultivate or the taste to, municate, or give the means of acqunng
appropriate the sevéral branches of htera., knowledg

|
! e; whéreas its' real and most im- |
‘ture or art are to be foand; and unless in- ; portant object s, to form the habdits and ele-
struction ig generally diffused, the greatest, vate the character. This 18 the vital point

What are the advantages that are.likely-
to result, from the useful, practical; and ge-
neral education of the agricultural class ¥
. To this question, I reply, that an improv.
éd systém of agricultural managementwould.

| mevitadly be.introduced, by which it would,

be possible.to augment the produce and re-
turps obtained from the cultivated }and, and
stock in thesé Provinces, to double what
they are at presént, and in‘many 'instandes,
much more; and I am firmly persuided,”
that ne material improvement iwill’'ever be:

abilities; the most useful powers may be
lost to the state. Of the seed which the
husbandman sows, the greater parts chok-
«ed before the powers of vegetation expand ;
but from the few Which take root the whole
sustenance of mankind is derived.

"Finally, the education of the pe: ple isthe
only method of diffusing generally the bless.
ings~of religious' instruction. - Whatever
may be thought of the possibility of making
the gréat majority of mankind appreciate the
pleasures of scientific acquirements there
cant be no doubt, that by the force of religi-
ous emotion the most extensive public effects
are to be produced. Intruth, the only feel-
ing which permanently effects all classes of |
society, is the influence of réhgion—because '
it alone addressés itself t6 the hopes and
fears which are common: to all: ~ Unlike ’
science or. philosophy, ‘which.speak a lan-
.guage nteresting only:to a hmited class, its
precepts are umvex;sallr,uhders;uod. and the
necessity for.its consolations felt.alike by
the humblost and the greatest of mankind.

.From the earliest times, the  experiment
had been made upon the widest acale, of the
mfluence of education upon a certain-por-
‘tian of society, without 1ts ever having been
found capable either of arresting the pro-
grese “of national degradation or stopping
the - corruption - of -the very classes -among
whom .it prevaed. The. higher ranks
among the Greeks and’ Romans .were.not

of -distinction between the two parties.

. Scotland is the great example to which
the advocates of secular education constant-
ly.point, as illustrating the effect of intellec-
tual culuvation upon the character of man-
kind,and boundless have beenthe euloginms

pronounceéd upon the moral virtues, steady !

character, and provident habits of that once
held the most intellectual portion of the
European population. Doubtless, as “long
as'Scotland was an agricultural or pastor:ﬁ
cotintry and education was based upon reli-
gion—when -the school-house stood beside
the church, and both trained up the same
population, who .afterwards were to repose
Ain the neighl‘)oprmg‘c}mr;h-yard‘—-Sco’t?::d
was a virtuous country, and its - population
desarvedly stood' high in the gcale of Eu-
‘ropean ‘morality- But:gince manufactores
have overspread:its.great towns and a pop-
ulation has grown up.in, certain places—

reducated, indeéd, but, without the means.of

religious instruction and almost totally de-
sttute of ‘religious principle-—the charactef
of the nation, ‘it this respect, his entifely
changed : -and 1t is a melancholy fact, that
the progress of crime has been.niore rapi

in that part of the British dominions, during
dhe last tharty years, than in any other state
'in Europe. “It>appéars 'from-the evidence
laid before the Combmation Committee, last
Session of. Parliament, . that the progress of
felonies and serious crimes in Glasgow, dur-

-effected in- the agriculture of the Canadas,
until farmers do become usefully and gener-
‘ally educated. .Ihave not arrived at, these
conclusions, without %iving, those -matters
much consideration, 1 krow too well that
farmers, above all other classes of men, have
an antipathy to change, and object to irnova-
tion, and that there is no means of removin,

their prejudices, but by education, which-
would enable. them .to examine thoroughly
the changes that would be recommended to
their notics, and look steadily at all the bear-
ings of questions that would affect their in-
terests. They would then, from conviction
of their own minde, adopt with alacrity ajl
measures that would be likely to augmeént
the Theans of happiiiess of ‘themseélves and’
their families. 'It"1s then that the natural:
fertility of :this fine country would bé taken:
full advantage of ;. the fields would.be well.
cultivated, and yield abundant crapas ‘the
flocks and herds would be judiciously chos-
en, well managed and fed ; good dnd ample-
means -of internal communication would be
provided. All'matters in any way contiect-
ed with:agricultiire; would clearly ‘exhibit’
the industry, the- skill, and intelligence of.
those engaged in husbandry, -and -raise -the-
yeomqq‘rﬁ' of these Provinces to that hiEh
stationthey aré entitled to oécupy in this.
commutiity. 'If education cai produce these
résults; and no-doubt it would, how highly
should it be desired and prized by those efs«

gaged in agriculture..’
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