
TIIE CANADIAN AGRICULTURIST.

REPORT OF MIR. W.\. 3'Do;GALL TO TH1E 311NISTER OF

.AGRICULTURE.

To the Ilonorable John Rolph.
.Minister of Agriculture, &c., &c., &c.

Sir,-1 reccived the following communication
shortly alter the day on which it bears date :

Bureau of Agriculture,
Quebec, 24th March, 1853.

Sir,-As I desire to make th- Bureau of Agricul-
turc useful to Canada at as early a day as possible,
and to keep up that spirit of improvement which lias
evidently been awakenied, Ibave takin various means
to obtain information, and I now desiro your services
for a short tine for the same purpose.

I thereftre authorie you to proceed to New York,
Boston, Philadelphia, and other cities of the United
States, wheresuch information is likely to be obtained.
and to examine and report to me upon the varlous
implemnents that bave been introdnîced and deenied
worthy of Patent ; and also upon any new variety of
seeds and vegetables, of whicli you can obtain any
information, and which you nay consider adapted to
Canada; and geneially to report upon such other
articles as you nay deen useful to Canadian Agricul-
turc, with a view to action by this Department, and
the Boards of Agriculture, in promoting their intro-
duction imto this Province.

I have the lionour to be, Sr,
Your most obedient Servant,

1(Signed) MALCOLM CAMERON,
Minister of Agriculture.

Wm. MeDougal, Equire,
Proprietor of the Canadian Agiculturist.

I have now the honour to stame for your informa-
ion. that upon the receipt of tic above, from the

late Minister of Agriculture, I proceeded to make the
necessary arrangnents to perform the service re-
quired of me. The New York exhibition of the Indus-
try of all Nations. was expected to open in the month
of May; and believing that I should there find all the
important new i mventioîs. in Agricultural Mechanies,
not yet introduced into this Province, as well as other
objects to which it might be desirable to direct the
attention of the Ninister of Agreulture, Ideternined
t) postpone my departure for a few weeks.

I aft.rwards learnied from the Lionorable Malcolm
Cameron, that it was his wish to meet me at the
Crystal Palace, on the subjcCt of ny mission, and
other matters pertaining to the BurLau of AgrIculture.
The opening of the Exhibition was delayed sone weels
beyonid the appointed time, and whenî fiaally opened
it was understood to present for examination a por-
tion only of *.oze articles for which space hîad been
appropriated. After a cozsiderable delay from the
caus.e maentioned. and learinîg fromn the IIonorable
M. Cameron that lie would not be able to visit the
ExhiLition as he had intended, I proceeded, on the
9th of August, to execute the mission with whicl that
gentleman lad honored me.

Looking at the terms of Mr. Caneron's letter, I
found that I ias authorised to "examine and report
uponl such Implements, Seeds, Vegetables, and other
articles, as 1 might deemn useful to Caoadian Agricul-
ture, with a view to their introduction into this Pro-
vince," through the agency of the Bureau and Boards
of Agriculture.

AssumiuL 6  t.ý he latr .. or a .lctance of
Governmnent, was iii di' n, be confined to those
cases in w hich priî ate e pi v. I.ati ivt be likely
to ahies e the end ds:rLd, ex..pt. pdrhaps atter long

dClay apd con.eqient lobs to the Agriculture of the
Province, I feult, bound to limit tis branch of my
enquiries, to a comparatively smill class of oljects.
Boston and Phliladelplia were suggested as cities
which might be Nîited Nith aevantage, and it
would have given me, personally, great pleacure
to have acted upon the sugg.cstion ; but I could not
hearn that information on the subicefs contemplated
in my instructions was likely to be obtained in eithier
of those cities, whicl was not equally accessible in
Albany, the Crystal Palace, or other sources in New
Yori. I did not therefore extend my investigations
over so wide a territory or protract them for so long
a )e!riod as the general teris of my commission migbt
be held to warrant.

The Agricultural machines and implements of rcent
invention, that came unîder my notice, or of wh:ch I
could obtain reliable information, were nother vey
numnerous, ilor, in au economic point cf view, very
important. The number of those which I feel war-
ranted !in recommending for importation at the pub-
lic expense, is sinall indeed ; and if mîîy report were
limited to a mere description of this class of oby cts
it would comprise but a few pages. My observations
will, therefore, be more diffuse and suggestive thai I
had expected to 'mkthe them.

The progressive increase in the wages of labour;
the rapid exhaustion of the soil, under a rude and
wasteful culture, which bas prevailed over Lhis con-
tinent, and is probably incidental to all new coin-
tries ; the certainty of sale for all his productions ;
the better price and the " qick returns'" which a
dense population at home, and never-glutted markets
abroad, secure to the farmer, have rendered necessary
as well as profitable the emiployment of machinery in
Agriculture, of a more complicated and expensave
kind than lias ever been practicable at any former
period. In Great Britain the same necessity lias
grown up, thouglh from somnewhat différent causes

The astonisiment created amonlg the farmers of
that country by the successful operation of the Am-
erican Reaper at the Worlid's Fair, in 1851, whichi was
ini no degree lessened by flic discovery, that this iden-
tical Reaper was the invention of Mr. Ogle, of Ren-
nington, near Alnwick, as far back as 1822,* while it
showed the existe .ce of a blind unreasoniiig prejudice
in the Agricuitural mind, against the mIat valuablo
offerings of mechanical ingenuity, indicated al:o that
this prejudice w as faat ielting away before lte cou-
vincing logic of neceasity. The saie instinctive hos-
tility to new iiventioia aad lew processes in agli-
culture pre us in Cainaa among a laige class of
farmers. But ci ery y ear extends Uei conquest of i-
novation, and though we are still behind our invei-
tive and enterprisinîg ieighbours in the use of Agri-
cultural 31auhiniery, I firmly btlieve we shall soon
overtake themn-nay that u sUall surpass thema in the
superior construction, and more tcononical use of
such implements and machines as are adapted to our
wants.

During the last two or threc years, manufactories
of farnmer's tools and implenents have been establish-
cd in all the principal tuwns and cities of Uppcr Car-
ada. Su great is the deiand for improved machin-
ery that evena Amiierican imanufacturers have set up
branci establisahents in Canada, w ith i try prolitable
results.

Labour and materials being much cheaper here
than in the adjoining States, enterprise seemis all
that is necessary to produce, at home, every imple-
ment that is required. This favourable i- arovemnent
in the nechanics of Agriculture, (I speak nore par-
ticularly of Upper Canada) is unduubtedly attributc.-
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