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tan doser to the ground, and does not require
c much force." In 1848 a certificate was given
s'in to Hu.;sey and Ketchxun, whieh sceem to
have )een the only ones shown. In1 some re-
marks on the Lmplements at the show, it is said,
#-The trials which have been made with various
nachiies for cutting grain, lias, we thinik, de-
mùx3tiated the practicability of their sneecss,"
and it is confidently anticipated that thoy will
lebrought into extensive use on smorth lands

1 a fewr veas. It is also said that Ketelhum's
Ilower wVas tried, and made very good work-
that it wvas simple and strong, and il is hioped
vill yt be made to answer the pur-pose ejlec-
lually. At the Show of -19 nxo mention is
made of eithxer Reaping or Mowing Mahines.
In 150 there is no notice of a Reaper-a diplo-
mais aw'arded to Ketchum's Mower. At the
Show at lochxester in 1851, there were five
Reapers and a Mower, and inl 1i52, when this
Society's great trial at G eneva took place, tlere
sems to have heeni 11 entries of Reapers and 7
of .owers,--several, however, vero entered in
toth chases. We need not pursue their history
in this Society any further-but, we anay notice,
a a proof of how slow their introduction ino
general use vas, that John Johnston, Geneva,
seli known as one of the most enterprising farmn-
eis of the State of New-York, does not appear
to hare used one before the harvest of 1848.-
,eapinz Machines came more rapidly into use
il tIe Prairies of the Western States, thlan any
where else. There the level lields aiïd sparse
opulation afforded full scope for their success-
ut operation. So' early as 18S.9, the Prairie
2armer calculatcd that there were ai work in
he West ,ar three thousand reapers and Har-
iesters, doing the work of nlearly seventeen
Jousand men.

We are not aware who had the honour of first
ntroduxcing Reaping .ilachines into Canada,-
1e first we saw w-as brought into the neighbor-
ood of Cobourg, in the harvest of 1811, hy J.

IVade, I-l., the late President of the Provin-
lal Agricultural Association. In the following
âasoi another was brought in by Messrs. Me-
tyes,-bothi lussey's. Since then they have
.nxn gradually working their vay into public
.aroxr, and are nxow to be fouund in almost ail
arts of the country, where the land is adapted

.j their use.
In looling over the pages of the Briish
nCrican Cullirator, the first of our Canadian
scilxtural papers, it is not till near the close
tifth 1i volume that there is any notice of

xcaping machines,-then there is an engraving
fflussey's, whieh the Editor of the paper hald
,en at ITtica. In the April No. of the paper
or1847, the editor states that he lad been in-
timmeital in introducing four Reaping Machines
to thxe neighbourhood of Toronto during the
ar-est of 1846, and also tlat an ilgenaious per-
n wras building a number of Machines for him

on an improved plan. In the following No.
there was an engrarng of the Machine, wlxich
very mxxch resembles McCormick's. At the first
Pro. ixncial Exhibition, held at Toronto in 1846,
a premimn of $30 was offlered for the best leap-
ing Machine, but none appexus to have been
shown; e do not recolleet of seeing any, and
no prenium is awarded in the Prize List. At
the Show of 1817, first and second prizes vere
awarded to Mr. Bel, To'ronto, for Reaping Ma-
chines, and one for a Mower to Mr. Murdock,
Ancaster. At the third Show, at Cobourg, in
181-q, a fl st and third prize u cie awarded to John
Hehn & Son, for a Reapingfachine, uho are
said I to haN e made soie recent improvements
on thema." We believe these first machines
were made on the plan of McCormick's, but that
they soon abandoned it and built thexm on the
plan of lussey's. Tiere does iot appear to
have been any Mower shown at this Show. At
the Show of 18-19, there was one prize awarded
to a Canadian Reaping Machine, Mr. S. Chiesnut,
Pittsburg,-axd at Niagara, in 18-0, there ap-
pears to have been only one, awarded to J. W.
Ball, Niagara.

We have thus brougit up our notices to 1850
since then many now and valuable machines-
candidates for public favour-of every shape and
form,-Reapers, Mowers, Self-Rakers, combined
Machines, of many varions patterns, have made
appearance, and are now manufactured in differ-
ext sections of the Province.

In the construction of ail machines, four ob-
jects are particularly desirable,-" lst, strength
or durability of material ; 2nd, simpicity of ar-
rangement of parts; 3rd, exactess in fitting one
part to another; and 4th, easiness and correct-
nxess of motion." As it is a geieral and weli-
recognized principle in mechxanxies, that the fewer
the parts are in a, machine, and the more simple
the construction the better, a good Reaping Ma-
chine should not only bc made upon a proper
principle, but it should bc made as light as is
consistent with durabihty ; it should also have
as few parts as possible, and these so placed is
to be easily repaircd* or replaced in case they
went wrong. W. R.

Cobourg, February 1861.

Broad Cast Sowing Machines, &c.
MEssRs. ExTouIs,--As this is a terribly stormy

day-the worst wc have lad this winter-I can-
not cmploy ny timie better than by applying to
you for sonie information.

1st. Can you let mae know if thxere are any
lu-oadi casi Sowing Machines made in Canada for
a moderate prie?

2n1d. What do you thiklz of "l Hildreth's" Gang
Plough with seed-box? Will it answer well is
a sowing machine for wlcat, pcas, and oats on
a 30 acre farm? Is it made in Canada ?


