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that Viera was poor until after the miirdor

wheu he became all lit oiicf tla>li of mon-
ey. The reuder miiv here conclude that

testimony sullicieiit ha-< already been ad-

duced to hanir any man. but the evidence

of Vier.s' terrible crime dii not cease here.
;

When witcbes were belie\ed in. every i

man, woman and child s^aTV them. v"*o it

was in this case. That Viers had murder-

ed tbat man was believed, and tbe public

could see in everylhinji the evidence of hir

guilt. The body )f a murdered man was
found in everv' nook and cornin- in North-

field. One man at the trial nwore point

blank tliat he went one mornuiu to Viers'

door yard, and nas.-^int; by u meadow con-

taining about twenty acres >1 jirans, y ij

uucut. he saw plainly the trail where SdUie

heavy bodv had b>en dragged throutrh the

gra<*<?. Here now is the key to the whole

mystery! "Murder will out," and the

heart of our searcher after truth is nuide

to rejoice that he is to be no snial. iiistru-

meuiality in giving to Juti^rico what had

long been her du.-. lie acciu-dingly fol-

lowed thrt trail thnmgh the meadow to a

piece of wood*4 adjacent. Ever and anon
as he passed ainiig he found spdtsof

clotted blood, and Ilia tender heart

went out in lovim: sympathy for the de-

parted t'harlesworth. Coming to the fence

separating the meadow from the woods he

lost the trail, and thtM-efore conjectured

that the murderer had here taken tbe

body of his victim in his arms and carried

it to the place of burial. rht> avenger of

blood entered the woods, and while

searchingfor further trace of tin' trail he
;

saw a chipmunk dart i'-ito a pile of leaves.
,

He instantly conceived the idea of killing

the poor creature, and going to the leaves
i

began poking them about with his ca..e— ;

and what a sight met his eves! There lay
j

the bodv of the long lost (.'harlesworth.

T'is true but little beside die skeleton was
,

left, but those were the remains of the
|

m'ssing man. Thus the witness in sub- '

stance testiQed. The lawyers defending
;

Vieis asked how he knew it was ( 'harle*-

worth's body, and ht! replied that one of
|

the front teeth was broken, as he had
j

often observed int'harlesworth.,The court,
;

of course, sent a committee to visit the
j

place where the corpse lav. They came
back and reported that while the remains

of the departed were there visible they

were the remains of an old dogand nctt

those of ("harlesworth. The witness would
have been put under arrest on the charge

of perjury had be not left town.
He soon went away from North-
field and never returned.

lu the midst of the trial two men from
Sanduskv came to Northtield and swore
that they had seen ('harlesworth but a

short time before. On this testimony
Viera was acquitted, although the pnblic

was firm in its belief that he had murdered
Charlesworth.
A person, iu his right mind, will do a

good ceal to preserve his reputation, and
Gspecially whf*ii it is assailed by so serujus

a charge as that of murder, and Viers re-

solved that the remainder of his days, if

necessary, should be spent in search of

( "harlesworth. He opened correspondence

with |)roner authorities, both of this coun-

try and F.urope. lie also visited in person

many of the more prominent cities of the

L'nited States. Years rolled on ar.d the

search was unsuccessful. One day V iera

went into a tavern in Detroit, and to the

crowd in the barroimi he propounded the

oft-repeated query: "Is there any (mo

hen! who knows a man by ihe name of

('harlesworth? " To this he received the

heart-sickening reply—"No." Hut as he

lefc the room and stepped out into the

street a man confronted hio and said.

"My nani«' is ('harlesworth and youra is

Viers, and you are from Northtield, Ohio."

Viers recognized the longlo^tman and the

meeting vvas. indeed, most cordial. Viers

Tolii ('harlesworth that he must immedi-

atelv return with him to Northtield. Ihe

latter for a time refused, sa.\ing that he

had important business which must be at-

tended to ar, once. Viers would accept no

excuse, and the two came direct to North-

tield. Hand-bills were posted up all over

the country unnouncing that on such a

(lav rbarlesworth would be at the church,

and earnestly requesting all interested to

call and satisfy themselves as to the iden-

i titv ot the supposed murdered man. Ihis

: was a great day in NorthUeld. The church

was crowded. Individuals who used to

know ('harlesworth would give him some

I

hint in ref«'rence to some old transar-lion,

and then ho would go on and till out the

\ details. They would ask him, for instance,

if he once kept company with such and

mch a girl ; and when he answered "Ves.

they would tell him to go on and describe

her. In this way, after a long examina-

tion, the public 'were fully satisfied that

the murdered man stood in their midst.

Mr Viera was full v cleared of all part or

lot in the .-natter, and wo presume he never

regrened the etlorta he made to hnd hJa

alleged victim. The onlv reason t'harlea-

vvorth assigned for his strange conduct

was that he had passed a counterfeit ten

dollar bill, and fearing an arrest he fled

the township.
., ^. ^ , .

Tuo first school building erected in

Northtield stood where Mr. Rianier now
Fives. The children from miles around

assembled at this house of learning, until

the number of scholars exceeded a dozen.

The lir^t winter that school was taught

here was a very severe one. There was
i no chimney to the house. Cracks between

1 the logs freely admitted the wintry wind,
' and the building in all respects come far

I short of the modern idea of a public

school editice. Teachera then were not

paid so much as they are now. A lady,

for teaching in the summer, received,

perhaps, a dollar a week and board around.

In the winter a man was paid from eight

to ten dollars per month and board.

While wages were less than those p.iia

now, the teacher's aualitioations were cor-

respondiaglv low. Reading, spelling,

writing and arithmetic, to the 'RuLu of


