
PREFACE.

My preface will. be a few citations from reliabae
authorities to introduce to my readers the people of
whom I write:

Gov. ÇLINTON, in a discourse delivered before the
New York Historical Society, says: "Previous-to the

occupation of this country by the progenitors of the

present race of Indians, it was inhabited by a race
of men fnuch more populous and mucb tarther ad«
vanced in civilization ; that the confederacy of the Iro.
quois is a remarkable and peculiar piece of legislation;

1 that the more we study -the 'dian.-history thè more
we will be irmpressed with the injustice done·them..
While writers have truthfully described their deeds of
cruelties, why not also quote their deeds of cindness;
their integrity, hospitality,. love of truth, and, above
all, unbroken fidelity?"

WASHINGTON IRVING says: " The current opin"
of Indian character is *too apt to be formed from the
degenerate beings, corrupted and enfeebled by the
vice of society, without being benefitted by its civi*
ization. That there are those, and a large class of
them that have with moral firmness resisted the temp-
tations, with which they have been surrounded, and
command our highest esteem."

VOLNEY, the French Historian, pronounces the Iro.
quois "The Romans of the West."


