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Under the old British act, a very good rule only worked one

way. Thus, the English author who copyrighted his book in

England was fully protected in every colony flying « the British-.,

flag. The Canadian or Australian author, however,"could only

obtain copyright in the colony or province where his book was

published. The other day, an ý amendment was made to the

act by the Imperial ýParliament, and by' its terms, any work

published in the Queen's domi.nions is tully protected all over

the vast empire. TI he various colonial -governments were

communicated with on the subject, andý-all but New South

Wales replied favorably. That far-off dependency remains to

be heard from. - Meanwhile, the act was pa!*ed, and for the
-jr 4 t, ,

benefit of New South Wales aclause was inkrted cxem pting'

any colony from the operation of the measure, should it prefer

to keep to the old order of things. %, --s 1

And, just here, is a good place to ask, do Canadians read

the productions of their own authors ? What encouragement

'do they give the writers of Caaean boôks>-]Lt is a fact that

Canada cannot support a rea-Ily fil rst-class magazine. The

experiment of magazine publishing has been trieà in all the

chief cities of the Dominion, but it has*failed in every instance,

though the trial has been made honestly and at considerable

sacrifice on the part of the promoters of the enterprise. Every

now and then we hear the question: Why does Canada ýot

have a magazine? The Canadians read magazines, and pay for

them. This is true; but it is also true that they want the best.

Their standard is high, and unless the publisher can supply a

publication which can compete with the important old world

and United States serials, they will not have it, no matter how
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