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cries of the girl in the clouds and saw her being wafted from place
to place. The “cloud woman” was not seen any more. Later
on the elder brother was lost while hunting. I suppose his wife
took him with her.

For a similar legend see Petitot, Z ¢. p. 120, Legends of the Hare
Indians.

THE VISIT TO THE SKY.

Once upon a time there was a man who had a large family. One
morning his wife and children, upon awaking, were unable to find
him. He had disappeared.

When he awoke he found himself in a strange lodge among
strange people. The house stood on a vast open prairie. A young
girl was lying at his sde. It was very beautiful there. Now he
heard the chief speaking. He looked around, but he did not see a
soul. The girl said to him: “You are in the sky. My fatheris
going to make you clean and strong.” Then he heard the chief say-
ing: “Build a large fire and put stones on top of it.” A giant arose,
who built a fire and put on stones. After a while the chief asked:
‘“ Are the stones red hot?” The giant replied: “ They are hot.”
Then the wood was taken away, the red hot stones were piled up,
and, after the man had been placed on top, a blanket was spread
over him. Then the ashes were placed on top of the blanket, and a
new fire was built over the whole pile. This was kept burning for
a whole day. In the evening the chief said to the giant: “I think
he is done.” The fire and the ashes were removed, and the man

was found to be red hot, but not steamed. He was taken from the

pile of stones with wooden tongs and placed on a plank, which was
supported at each end.

The girl was crying all day, because she believed him dead.
Early the next morning the chief sent the giant to see if the visitor
was still alive. He lifted the blanket which had been spread over
the red hot body. Then the plank, which had been burned by con-
tact with the body of the stranger, gave way, and he fell down. But
he arose at once hale and well. Then the chief had a mat spread
for him in the rear of the house and said : “I burned you in order to
make your body as hard as stone. Sit down with my daughter. She
shall be your wife.” He married her, and the young woman was
glad. The chief said: “If you so desire, you may take her dogn to
the earth. She shall see what the people are doing.” The chief’s
lodge was full of many kinds of food, which, however, were not
known to the visitor.

When they prepared to descend to the earth, the chief gave his
daughter a pot and a black tube, through which she drank of the
liquid contained in the pot. Nobody except herself was allowed to



