
Huron Wampum Belts. 2

Mr. Hale will lead to all such important wampum belts being
examined with a 'View to settling their dates approximately
from their make. Especially if there exists anywhere a
wampum belt made of stone-bored beads, or even of stone-
bored and awl-bored beads mixed, it will be heard of. There
is at present no known wampum belt which appears to have
been made before the Europeanperiod in America.

Tlw Iroquois Oblique Band (p. 244).-The statement that the
oblique band on i wampum belt is 'the symbol of the Iroquois
Confederacy, was brought forward so far as I know for the
first time by M7. Hale in his paper read at the British Associa-
tion at Montreal in 1884. In his present paper it is reinforced
by the substantial authority of two chiefs well versed in
Iroquois tradition-G. H. M. Johnson (Onwanonsyshon), the
Government interpreter, and John Buck (Skanawati), the
official keeper of the wampum, whose father, grandfather, and
great grandfather had held the same office. As, however, the
point seemed one on which all available evi'dence should be
collected, I made a further communication to Mr. Hale, who
then sent a photograph which he had had taken of the belts
belonging to the Six Nations, here reproduced in Plate XIII (a).
Some of the belts are those held in the hands of the
chiefs photographed for Mr. Hale in the act of telling the
wampum, Plate XIV, 3. The fact that about half these most
genuine Iroquois belts have the oblique .band, confirms the
statement that it belongs to the Iroquois League.

The oblique band thus being considered a conventional repre-
sentation of the kanastaL or rafter of the kanasta-tsikowa, or
great rafter framework, a name applied to the Iroquois League
as symbolized by the native long-house extended by successive
additions at the end, it becomes desirable to notice how far the
band is like the actual rafter of such a structure. For this
purpose two sketches of the Iroquois bark-house are given, Fig.
2, a, b. Here b shows the modern Europeanized form from

Fig. 2.-Iroquois bairk-house: a. Old form. b. Europe&nized.
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