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THE BOARD OF TRADE. trict having yielded in past years nearly 
fifty millions dollars in gold. The 
auriferous deposits are very rich and 
extend over a large area, 
are now in progress for hydraulic 
mining on a large scale, but it will be at 
least another year before the mines are 
fairly opened up.

The impetus that would be given to de
veloping the mineral wealth of Cariboo by 
the construction of the projected British 
Pacific railway can hardly be over-estimat
ed. At present this rich country is prac
tically closed to mining, other than placer, 
on account of the great cost of getting in 
machinery and supplies.

The Mainland coast and the islands con
tiguous are highly mineralinid, and con
tain varieties of excellent building stone 
and marble, soft black slate, graphite,lime, 
liquid asphaltum, and the best coal found 
on the Pacific seaboard.

DEVELOPMENTS ON VANCOUVER ISLAND.
The Vancouver Island coal output for 

1895 was 939,654 tons, a slight falling off 
compared with the previous year, owing to 
the low freights which have prevailed and 
the consequent reduced values of English 
and Australian coals. Notwithstanding 
this competition, the Vancouver Island 
collieries placed 651,295 tons on the Cali
fornia market against about one million 
tons from all other sources. Very superior 
coke is being produced from Vancouver Is
land coal in quantities to meet present de
mands, but 100 additional ovens are being 
built.

Extensive development work is being 
done on mineral claims in Alberni district, 
a large area of which is threaded by veins 
carrying gold, copper, and silver. The in
dications from surface rock are very en
couraging, whilst the accessibility of the 
claims—many being on deep water—cheap 
transport charges on ore to Coast smelters, 
an unlimited supply of coke at hand, 
dance of wood and water, and mild cli
mate throughout the year are advantages 
which will not be lost sight of by capital
ists seeking mining investments. The 
auriferous deposits of this district are also 
receiving the attention they fully de
deserve. The pioneer hydraulic company 
has commenced work on the benches, and 
it is expected that returns will be available 
for publication in the appendices.

In the Barclay district, contiguous to 
Alberni, immense bodies of ore have been 
found, the surface showings being very 
similar to the Trail ore already referred to. 
Development work is now progressing.

The deposits of iron ore, both hematite 
and magnetic, are very extensive in this 
district, and at other points on Vancouver 
island. Many of these deposits are on good 
harbors, which together with other natural 
advantages, not the least important of 
which is the necessary and convenient 
fluxes for smelting, should enable iron to 
be produced as cheaply as in any other part 
of the world. The duty on pig iron enter
ing Canada is $4 per ton. and there is a 
Dominion bounty of $2 per ton of all pig 
iron manufactured in Canada from Cana
dian ore. The protection afforded the home 
market and proximity of such markets as 
China and Japan with competitive steam
ship services thereto, together with the in
ducements here indicated, have only to be 
better known to attract the capital neces
sary for the establishment of large blast 
furnices in this province.

Next in importance is Texada island, 
which also contains large bodies of mag
netic iron ore, limestone, copper, gold and 
silver. Development work is in progress.

It is not within the scope of this report 
to refer to several other islands and por
tions of the province which deserve men
tion under this head ; sufficient has already 
been stated to indicate the vast mineral re
sources of British Columbia. Taking into 
consideration the sparse population—one 
white to about six square mQes of territory— 
and limited capital, the development of the 
same is satisfactory, but it is insignificant 
to what may be expected during the, next 
five years.

For the prospector the field is practically 
unlimited, and any person over the age. of 
eighteen years can obtain a free miner’s 
certificate on payment of $5. Claims may 
be located 1,500 feet in length by 1,500 feet 
m breadth ; to hold these it is only neces- 

y to work them to the value of $100 in 
each year for five successive years, and to 
record particulars at the government office, 
when a crown grant will be issued. A free 
miner may enter upon any crown lands 
and cut such timber as may be required for 
the purposes of the claim or claims being 
worked by him. The mining laws have 
been framed so as to facilitate as far as 
possible development in every stage, and 
experienced mining men from the United 
States speak in terms of .highest com
mendation of their liberal scope and 
justice.

is: $10,000 on the year”» operations. A 
new and very important ind'estry is there
fore threatened with extinction. The mat
ter was brought to the notice of ttie.Do- 
minion government in Janaaay last, and it 
is understood that the steamer Quadra is 
to be commissioned to this service as well 
as to the prevention of smuggling on the 
west coast of Canada.

SEALING.
The catch of 64 schooners engaged in 

sealing in 1895 was 70,739' skins, against a 
catch of 94,474 skins by 53 schooners in the 
previous year.

The very rough weather experienced off 
the coasts of British Columbia and Japan, 
and vicinity of Copper island seriously 
affected operations in those waters, and the 
schooners appear to have been less success
ful than in former years in meeting with 
the large herds of seals prior to May 1, the 
commencement of the close season for the 
waters mentioned.

The Behring sea catch, was 9.493 skins 
more than in the year 189k the seals being 
fairly plentiful and the weather favorable.

The prices realized for the catch of 1895 
compare favorably with those of the previ
ous year.

The growth of this industry has been 
very rapid, and the present keen competi
tion and consequent high remuneration 
paid to good hunters leaves the margin of 
profit to owners of schooners 
duced.

Full particulars of the catch will be found 
in the appendices.

. This season’s catch off the coast of British 
Columbia has been more favorable thmi 
that of last year, and the catch in Japanese 
waters is about the average.

The International Commission has gone 
to the Behring sea to study the habits of 
the seal and the nature of the industry, 
with a view to arriving at a mutual under
standing and agreement, if possible, where
by the seals may be preserved.

■ phyrnent not to exceed $30,000 in one year.
That more smelters will soon be built may 

be judged from the fact that during the 
first four months of this year 10,000 tons of 
ore were exported to the United States for 
treatment.

Two concentrators are reducing the 
silver-lead ores in the Sloean district. ,

The lumber mills, sash and door factories 
also furnish work tor a large number of 
skilled and ordinary laborers.

The shipyards, iron foundries, machine 
shops, flour, rice, and oat mills, spice mills, 
chemical works, paint works, and several 
other industries are capable of supplying 
present local requirements!

The manufacture of pig iron and the 
smaller sizes of bar iron could be engaged 
in under very favorable conditions in Brit
ish Columbia, but this has been referred to 
under the head of minerals.

Owing to the rapidly increasing demand 
for wood pulp in the United States and 
Great Britain, its manufacture is assuming 
large proportions in Eastern Canada, where 
the industry is likely to become one of very 
great importance. This fact is of especial 
interest to British Columbia, in view of the 
immense forest areas and the great varier,y 
of trees suitable for pulping, and the incou- 
iiig council is recommended to investigate 
the conditions favorable to establishing the 
manufacture in thkfprovince.

It is understood, too, that the attention 
of capitalists in England has been directed 
to the growth of fiax for milling purposes, 
and if reports made are favorable, there is 
a possibility flax mills will be erected here 
with a view to supplying twine for the 
manufacture offish nets.

The importance of utilizing fish guano 
and seaweed for fertilizing purposes has had 
the attention of the Dominion government,, 
and the department of agriculture has 
decided to make some experiments to test, 
its feasibility by inexpensive methods, and. 
it is hoped the incoming administration, 
will not lose sight of it.

PUBLIC WORKS.

and map» may be obtained free of charge 
on application.

bdccctlonal. .
British Columbia affords excellent edu

cational opportunities, the schools being 
free and undenominational, in 1895 there 
were 172 common, 26. graded, and 4 high 
schools, under the supervision of trustees 
elected, by the ratepayers; at a cost to the 
provincial government of $208,000.

New school districts can be created by 
tne Lieatenan t-Governor-in-counciL as soon 
as there-are fifteen children between 6 and 
16 year» of age within the limits prescribed, 
.or outlying agricultural districts and rmin- 
tageCam^>S arrangement is very ad van-

formed.

the liquidation of the company, fraught 
with serious consequences to the holders

Bnttsh Columbia are opposed to a com pan v 
selling its stock at a discount, yet these 
have been evaded m the case of some mining 
ventures Discontinuance of this practice 
and compliance with the provincial laws will 
be some guarantee that companies 
iormed for the purpose of working the 
mmes instead of unduly enriching the pro
moters of the schemes. The iacoming 
council should look into this matter, and 
if necessary, bring it to the notice of the 
provincial government with the view of 
remedial legislation.
T» a s^n^uipe view of the future of 
British Columbia is warranted may be 
judged by the high standing of our provin
cial stocks and municipal debentures in the 
financial-markets.
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STEAMSHIP SERVICE.
The Canadian Pacific Steamship Com

pany s service with China and Japan has 
been continued and the sailings have been 
regular,, with full freights and passenger 
lists on.each occasion.

The Northern Pacific Steamship Com- 
pany have found it necessary to put on ad
ditional steamers ; sailing ships also have 
been employed during some months of the 
past year.

The Oregon Railway and Navigation 
Company’s steamship service has been 
maintained.

The direct steamships running between 
Canada and Australia find full freights 
from this end, and it is probable that an
other steamship will be put on this line 
very soon, «

t'kese steamships call at Victoria on 
both the outward and inward voyages; the 
Canadian Pacific ships, however, did not 
come alongside the wharf until June 22 
last, when the Empress of Japan was dock
ed for the first time.

The Board of Trade yesterday held 
their annual meeting at which the prin- 

' cipal business done was the reading of 
the reports and election of new mem
bers. The president, Mr. D. R. Ker, 
presided, and besides the members Mr. 
S. J. Pitts, a former resident of Vic
toria, was present by invitation.

The secretary read the following re
port:
To the Members of the British Columbia 

Board of Trade:
Gentlemen :—In presenting the seven

teenth annual report, we have to congratu
late members of the board upon the im
provement which has taken place in the 
trade and commerce of the province during 
the past twelve months. The causes which 
have led to this revival,-together with some 
other matters of interest, are now briefly 
referred to :

(Specii
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S' EXPORTS AND IMPORTS.
It IS also pleasing to note that the ex

ports have again increased during the past 
twelve months, and exceed by about a mil- 
lion ana a half of dollars those of any pre
vious year, the total being approximately 
ten and a half million dollars 

The imports, too, show a very substantial 
increase compared with the year ending 
J une 30, 1895. From returns available it 
appears that this city alone has contributed 

Bto the Federal treasury during the past 
^ear $866,589.02 for duty and inland rev- 

1 enue. It is hoped that the province will 
receive in return a fair share of the appro
priations for public works; and in this con- 

the yukon COUNTRY, nection attention is directed to a letter

allowance for three mails during this sea- tf isson, instead of onlv one heretnfnrp i8 nl08^ ,mPortant that the arrange-

Victoria instead of being carried nasi this Columbia fishing banks, becomeport on tortile and frL there ^turned shing T*80" CK0It
|koutSeb^Xdrdniracfêom^ contint thelsl^id/T^rfi CoS
La°st ‘ m^nth^an^r Tje°t £ SSdStSÆ

facilitate the transmission of correspond- The U8nai Infnrm.H v.rmeesbhera!ndicAateda ^ ViCt°ria the been bought down tolalfaTdlome ad! 

A special committee of this board ro, the armendicts3 °‘ ',ltertiat wlU be fouJldin

4=ouneTJn^ahka^

and the lower Yukon river, a long route titotion "g usefulness of the
ATya recommend AU i>7»“

S3 z&rx lust*, ikkpass, a portage of about thirty miles, the . F. Elwobthy, secretary,
navigable waters of the Yukon are reached. 11118 report was refei red to the incom- 
It was urged that the local and Dominion ing council.
governments should assist financially in The financial statements were next 
building a road over the pass, and bonus read, the auditors, Messrs. W H Bone 
some person or company who would oper- and F J Claxton renm-Hm. tw u,.
Yukonanri>er"ntheherea?onraligned°being !^lance of assets over liabilities on June 

that the opening of the proposed route I ?Laa 
would enable miners who desire to winter voo.zo. 
elsewhere to remain in the Yukon country Then came the election of officers for 
later in the year than is now possible ; be- the year. The President regretted that 
sides making British Columbia merchants the members had not sent in more than 
independent of the United States trans- five names in nomination <=n that an

SM.°?K5,“wMU-“» Tie'USSi*£
The assistance asked for was not granted, tlieir last meeting had to complete the 

but the Dominion government is having â nominations.
survey made of another route via the The meeting approved the nomin- 
Stickeen river .and Teslin lake, with the ations, the executive elected being •

G“- LrReta^;

Council : T. S. Futcher, R. P. Rithet 
J. H. Todd, Robert Ward, T. B. Hall, A 
C. Flumerfelt, A. H. Scaife, B. W 
Pearse, H. C. Macaulay, William 
Templeman, L. Crease, C. Hayward, E 
Pearson, G. A. Kirk and F. B! Pember 
ton. Board of Arbitration : A. H 
Scaife, T. 8. Futcher, E. Pearson, J. H 
Todd, A. C. Flumerfelt, G. A. Kirk 
William Templeman, R. P. Rithet, L 
Crease, B. W. Pearse, F. J. Claxton and 
H. F. Heisterman.
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abun-MININ® MATTERS.
The value of the output of minerals, 

other than coal, increased from about $800 
000 in 1894, to approximately $5,000 
the year 1895, as follows :

Trail Creek District—22,972 tons ; yield
ing 45,950 ozs. gold, 2,572,850 lbs. copper.

Sloean District—9,309 tons shipping ore,
30,000 tons concentrates ; yielding 1,837,100 
ozs. silver, 17,145,000 lbs. lead.

Ainsworth District—43,644 tons ; yielding 
605,550 ozs. silver, 28,906,800 lbs. lead.

Nelson District—3,707 tons ; yielding 176,- 
560 ozs. silver, 494,370 lbs. copper.

West Kootenay—placer gold, $10,520.
Cariboo, Cassiar, Yale, Lillooet, and East 

Kootenay—placers, $491,025.
Fairview and Camp McKinney—placers,

$135,000.
The output has continued to increase 

during the past six months, especially in 
the Trail district, where many claims are 
already giving results which promise to 
make that sub-division one of the import
ant gold producers of the world. The aver
age value of the ore is about $40 per ton, 
principally gold, with a percentage of silver 
and copper, but far higher grades are found 
in the lowest levels, and in the case of the 
Le Roi some of the richest ore yet taken 
from that mine was found 500 feet below 
the surface. Another characteristic of the 
Trail district is that nearly all the ore veins 
so far developed have been found to widen 
with depth.

As it is intended to supplement this re
port with particulars of the shipments of 
ore from each of the mines, it is unneces
sary to refer to more than the principal 
ones:

The Le Koi was located in J uly, 1890, and 
development commenced in December of 
the same year. The first shipment of ore, 
a carload, was made in the fall of the fol
lowing year, the smelter returns being$86.40 
per ton. Shipments of any magnitude,how
ever, did not commence until January, 1894, 
in which year 6,000 tons were made "to Un
ited States smelters. In 1895 the shipments 
were nearly double that quantity, and the 
present output is 100 tons per |day, average 
value $40 per ton. The company owning 
this mine has paid the sum of $175,000 in 
dividends.

Regular shipments of ore from the War 
Eagle mine commenced iü January, 1895, 
the shipments to the 30th ultimo being 12,- 
661 tons. The company has paid the sum 
of $157,000 in dividends in the same period.

To the richness of the ore of these two 
mmes is largely due the wonderful dev- 

1 elopment which has taken place in the 
Trail district during the past eighteen 
months. All the country for miles around 
Rossland is staked out in mineral claims, 
and whilst the great majority of them 
will undoubtedly prove disappointing 
to their sanguine holders, yet many of those 
now under development are returning more 
encouraging results than were obtained in 
opening up the two mines first referred to.

A narrow-gauge railroad 13 miles long
now connects Rossland and the principal . , , „ ,
mines with the town of Trail, on the Col- fisheries of the pronince. . Receipts irom Eastern provinces are
umbia river, where a smelter has been erect- The fisheries of British Columbia are 'th» n r °<le Particulars. ,
ed capable of treating 250 tons of ore per probably the richest in the world. Al- ill ior thf ?,r'xluc,t3 ?f the !ocal
day. though only two million dollars is invested 1 *y established, 18 encoura-

Ihe Canadian Pacific railway proposes to in them, the exports under this head dur- r v; ; rl° -glVC ™°/e attention to
extend its line from a point opposite Rob- mg the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1895, sreat ef Tht lndustry caPallle °f
son, on the Columbia river, to Trail, and amounted to $3,264,500. Thle v!alts of Professor
also the branch to Vernon, in order to . There were 47 salmon canneries in opera- venin» 6»i,v „,,P0ITnii!? ««vernment 
serve the mines situated near Rossland. tion, and the total pack was 566,395 cases, direction6 »! 'aluabile aids i:n this
The Red Mountain railroad will nrobably valued at $2,831,875, which is 72,024 cases taken of the nrovIncUdeSr ala0 b<Tlng 
be open for traffic in October next,‘and will more than that of the previous year. The cheese and bmter essnLt tin mC°Jp0rak'nE 
give all-rail connection with two United whole has been disposed of at fairly remun-States transcontinental railroads. These erativeprices. " hveor morepersonsmayassociatethem-
important works indicate the permanency The Fraser river continues to be the chief t hest! article» purpose 01 
of the mines in Trail district. source of supply, and, in consequence of , „

Offlmary labor is paid $2.50 per day; favorable natural conditions, the success of conravtment nfti e d=?eSSl°^ *°r the en" 
skilled labor from $3 to $3.50, but tne supply the hatcheries, and regulations for the a?d to district wftldn ce’^-^r y -?xlend6 
is already more than the demand. ^ * preservation of the young salmon and pro- u i erect ere!^tam Umits desir-

At the Hall Mines on Toad mountain it teCtl°n oflbe pawning grounds, there ?ara evIr Xe mopeTSndftions exi^^io.n^r 
is estimated that there are upwards of 120,- n° slP13 °f decrease of merchantable fish. the farmers^ greater exertffins'i?^^ 
000 tons of ore in sight. An aerial ropeway , This Board having urged that more ing the local milrkeH wuhdeir„ 
delivers it at Nelson, distant 414 miles hatcheries be established on the Fraser. xbe duty naid on 4‘> 585 nrmniL nf°i 
where a smelter, owned by the company ®keen.a> and Naas rivers, and Rivers imported during the twelve mnnth>5J>'dt'ter 
operating this group, concentrates it into a S1'fV,,an a83urance has been received June 30 1895 amounted to * Kli'u
proffiict’of°efeven
a^ragevalue of the matte ” is $240, as atrS^iS

go,d,lip2e'r0t°orj: C°PPer 40 Per C6nt; This board also asked that cotton lines vaults 

A large number of free milling gold % mch and under, used in the manulac- cereals, roots, fodder plants cattle tte 
claims have recently been located near Nel- ture of fishing nets, be admitted free of The superintendent, T. A. Sharpe ’visits 
s0”; . dI1 tv. An order-m-cquncil recently issued all the provincial agricultural exhibitions

The smelter at Pilot Bay has stimulated directs that all such lines up to 5-16 inch with samples and particulars of his experi- 
silver mining in the Ainsworth sub-divis- be placed on the free list. . merits, and the farmers can consequently
luos ”ftlt commenced operating in March Professor Prince, Dominion Fishery Com- receive the full benefits of his observations7 
1895, it has, however, been supplied with missioner, visited this coast in August last 
ore principally from the Blue Bell mine, year for the purpose df enquiring into the 
owned by the Smelter Company. fishing resources of British Columbia, and

The Sloean sub-division is another the salmon canners, and others interested 
mining centre, the discoveries in were enabled to place before him the result 
which were made in 1891. The min- °f their observations connected with the 
eralized area is about 20 miles in fish in our provincial waters. Such confer- 
length and 12 miles in breadth, and not- e.nces, together with the personal otiserva- 
withstanding the ruling low price of silver ti°ns of one so well qualified as Professor 
it contains over thirty mines that are ship- Prince, are highly beneficial to the fishing 
ping ore. The gross earnings of sixteen of industry, and already much of the friction 
these mines for the first six months of this which existed between the canners and the 
year are estimated at one and a half million Department of Fisheries has disappeared, 
dollars, about one-third of which is avail- The export of fresh salmon, frozen and 
able for dividends. packed in ice, amounted to a million and a

The shipments from the Sloean Star mine quarter pounds. This new branch of the 
amount to about600 tons per month, which fishing industry, it is complained, is at 
yield approximately 100 ounces of silver Present retarded by high freight rates, 
per ton and 70 per cent. lead. The owners Particulars of the salmon pack by can- 
of this mine have just completed a concen- ueries, and distribution of the same, will 
trator, and the sum of $100,000 was recently be found in the appendices, 
paid in a dividend. ..... A trial shipment of live lobsters, Eastern

the principal mines of this subdivision oysters and black bass has just reached this 
are served by two railroads, the Canadian province for experimental purposes 
Pacific and the Kaslo & Sloean, a short line The sturgeon, which are so plentiful in- 
terminating at Kaslo, on the Kootenay British Columbia, afford a fishery which is

capable of development on a large scale 
The enormous coal fields in the Crow’s Professor Prince stated that the sturgeon 

Nest Pass are attracting great attention in found here are finer than those in Russian 
consequence of the large demand for coal waters, and he saw no reason why this 
for smelting purposes in the Kootenay dis- province could not compete with Russia in 
trict. The coal is stated to be an excellent the several products of such an industry 
one for coking and to bear transportation The exports of halibut, which practically 
without! breaking. From assays made by commenced less than two years ago 
Mr. Hoffman, the Dominion Government amounted to two million pounds during 
assayer, and other competent essayera, the 1895, and Inspector John McNab estimates 
coal seems to be peculiarly suited for metal- that at least as much more was caught in 
lurgical purposes. The building of the British Columbia waters by United States 
British Columbia Southern railway would fishermen. Our fishermen have conse- 
open up these coalfields and put them quently had to dispose of their catch in 
in communication with the Kootenay Unitea States markets fairly well supplied 
smelters with fish in every respect equal to their

It is believed by many of the oldest and own, and prices have been lowered 
best informed miners that mineral wealth accordingly. They have been further 
equal to that of any other part of the prov- handicapped by having to pay United 
ince lies m Cariboo, the rivers of that dis- States duty, half a cent per pound-that

on our W]
i LUMBERING.

There was a steady improvement in the 
lumber industry during the year 1895. the 
quantity cut being 112,884,640 feet, or about 
40 per cent, more than in the previous 
year. The foreign demand was more wide
ly distributed than for some years past,but 
prices were low. The foreign demand has 
continued to improve during the past six 
months at advanced prices.

A combine of nearly all the exporting 
mills on the Pacific Coast has been effected 
and a uniform scale of prices arranged.

Attention is again called to the import
ance of grading all lumber for export. Such 
specific grading would protect our millmen 
and simplify the work of purchasers when 
placing orders.

The sawmill being erected at Takush 
Harbor will be one of the best equipped in 
the province, and will be occupied mainlv 
in cutting cypress. The cypress is one o'f 
our most valuable woods and commands a 
price almost equal to mahogany.

Particulars of the foreign shipments of 
lumber will be found in the appendices.

Westminster 

of A. A. Richml 
cipality of Surrj 
fire. Loss, $31 
surance and nol 
is given. At tq 
tion Mr. Rica 
home and no oi 
Richmond’s and 
attempt to save

The assessed 
Westminster is 
assessment has 
with 5 off.

Owing to a di 
at Ewen’s eannl 
Grant struck an 
Engelhard! on 
knocking him I 
Engelhardt will

,000 in
The principal public works carried on 

during the period under review have been 
the provincial government buildings and 
the Dominion post office and custom 
house at Victoria. The stone and masonry 
work of the parliament buildings- is now 
nearly completed, and the interior fittings 
are progressing satisfactorily. It is*ex- 
pected that they will be ready for occupa
tion next winter. Whilst this handsome 
structure is very commodious compared 
with the premises in which the official busi
ness of the province has been transacted 
heretofore, it is not considered in advance 
of the public requirements.

The postal and customs buildings have 
not progressed as rapidly as might have 
been expected. Lately, however, there has 
been an improvement in this respect, and 
it is hoped there will be no further delay in 
completing these buildings, which 
much needed.

The court house and government, offices 
were erected at Nanaimo at a cost of 
$27,808, and the local government aided by 
a grant of $15,000 the building of a school 
in that city.

At Ashcroft a bridge across the Thomp
son river was built, costing $11,228. A sub
stantial bridge was also built at Lytton.
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AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS.
Satisfactory crops of all kinds of agricul

tural produce were raised in British Colum
bia in 1895, and the area under cultivation 
was larger than previously. It is estimated 
that the crops of hay, oats, barley, and 
wheat were about double those of 1894. For 
the twelve months ending June 30th, 1895, 
the imports from foreign countries were as 
follows: —

- $8,035.21 and cash balance,l,
RAILWAYS.

There are 800 miles of railway track laid 
in British Columbia—that is," about one 
mile of railway for each 478 square miles of 
territory. These figures show conclusively 
the necessity for the local and Dominion 
governments adopting a liberal and pro
gressive railway policy in order to open up 
the vast resources of the province.

The Canadian Pacific railway and its 
branches is of great service to those por
tions of the province which are tributary, 
but the territory to the north of this rail
way, by far the laigest portion of British 
Columbia, is practically inaccessible. Im
mense tracts of grazing lands, much agri
cultural land, and enormous mineral wealth 
are at present lying dormant for want of rail
way communication.

These resources will be largely opened up 
by the building of the proposed British Pa
cific railway, to commence from the north 
terminus of the Esquimau & Nanaimo rail
way, thence northward on Vancouver Is
land to* Seymour Narrows, where connec
tion would be made with the Mainland. 
The proposed line would then proceed in 
an easterly direction, making for the 
lawhead Pass, the obiect beine to connect 
with a railway which would form another 
transcontinental line to the north of the 
Canadian Pacific railway. The company 
formed to build this proposed railway made 
proposals to the local government in March 
last involving financial assistance, but the 
terms were not acceptable and there is con
sequently further delay in the commence
ment of extensive construction work. As 
soon as the break in the negotiations was 
known your council addressed communica
tions to the provincial government and to 
the construction company, expressing the 

the block might be

Quantity.
1,758 tons ... .$ 3,517 06 

215,243 bushels. 21,524 41 
...147,285 “ 22,103 37
... 29,490 barrels.. 22,118 34 

Bran & mill feed! 66,623 bushels. 13,325 60
Roots and vegetables were generally 

good and large crops are reported from all 
the districts. During the twelve months 
ending June 30th, 1895, 47,300 bushels of 
potatoes were imported, upon which duty 
was paid $7,095.10.

The importation of fruit was checked, 
home grown apples, pears, plums and 
prunes supplying the local markets, and 
leaving a surplus, which was shipped to 
the eastern provinces.

Canned home-grown fruits continue in 
good demand.

In sympathy with the United States 
markets on the Pacific Coast, which were 
overstocked with agricultural produce, 
prices in this province were low.

Attention is directed to the followin im
portations in the fiscal year ending 
30th, 1895 :—

. Quantity.
Eggs.......................... 102,251 doz... .$ 5,112 58
Bacon and hams. .571,761 lbs... . 11,435 25

135,160 “ .......  2,714 01
35,881 ........... 10,628 20

4.069 40 
not

Duty.
Hay.................
Oats.................
Wheat.............
Wheat flour..

:
j

ALASKA BOUNDARY LINE.
It is satisfactory to know that the atten

tion of the Dominion government has, by 
the wide publicity given to the contention 
of the people of this province with respect 
to the Alaska boundary line, been specially 
directed to the claims which it is important 
to have recognized, and that the matter has 
had the consideration of the Imperial gov
ernment as well ; so that whatever rights are 
possessed by virtue of the treaty of 1825 are 
not likely to be overlooked in the final ad
justment of the dispute.

In this connection it may be pointed out 
that during the recent rhsh to Alaska In returning thanks for hia re-election, 
many British subjects from this province the president "could not let. the occasion 
were included, who, in order to take ad van- pass to thank the Council of the Board 
tage of the mining laws of the United for the great assistance they had been 
States, were necessarily required to fore- ! to him diirmy the vear «n,l he swear their allegiance, whereas Americans Lriv thanked thVoee ’ei r® A 
are under no such obligation in coming to !lar1^ thanked the secretary for having 
British Columbia. Representations should j carefully watched the interests of the 
be made to the Dominion government board and looked after its financial 
■which may induce it to take steps to reme- standing, which was better than 
dy this inequality. before. •
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Mr. Robt. Ward, the board’s represen
tative at the Congress of Chamebrs of 
Commerce of the Empire, sent in a re
port of the proceedings and the resolu
tions passed. In closing the report he 
stated :

“ With such a variety of subjects, all 
of the deepest concern to the commercial 
welfare of Great Britain and her colon
ies, the free interchange of views by re
presentatives from all parts of the world, 
the distinctly growing interest and sym
pathy of the Mother Country in her col
onial trade and possessions, all 
point to the immense advantages 
to be derived from these periodical gath
erings. The true value of Great Britain’s 
colonial interests is unquestionably 
more and more appreciated, while there 
is apparently the strongest desire to 
reach some practical basis for closer 
trade relationship, and though this 
question is so beset with difficulties, 
only by the fullest discussion and inter
change of opinions in a ‘ give-and-take ’ 
spirit can they be surmounted. The 
delegates are again under deep obliga- 
tion8 to the London chamber for the 
complete success of its organization of 
the congress, for the numerous social 
attractions and courtesies extended to 
them, and for the many acts of thoughtful 
kindness, the recollection of which will 
long be treasured by those who 
privileged to partake of them.
, A ,vote °f thanks was passed to Mr. 
Ward for his report.

The advisability of reducing the ad- 
mission fee of members came up for dis
cussion on a motion of Hon. B. W. Pearse 
to reduce the fee from $30 to $15. An 
amendment was made by Mr. Hayward, 
fixing the fee at $20, and this was 
adopted.

The last business was the election of 
the following new members : Capt. 
Chas. E. Clarke. Messrs. C. H. Wilkin
son, Louis McQuade, H. B. W. Aikman, 
A. W. More, Geo. Shedden, A. McKay 
(representing Bradstreet’s), H. Smith, 
R. S. Day, F. Norris, and Geo. E. Hin- 
ton.

TRADE WITH JAPAN.

In the board’s previous report attention 
was directed to the treaty of commerce en
tered into between Great Britain and 
Japan, which secured to Canada, Australia 
and certain other British possessions, 
“ most favored nation ” privileges, upon 
notice of desire to obtain the same given to 
the Japanese government within two 
years from the date of the ratification of 
the treaty. The Dominion of Canada has 
not yet given such notice. At a conference 
of the Premiers of Australia, it was re
solved that it was not expedient for those 
colonies to talm advantage of the arrange
ment made in ’their behalf by the Mother 
Country.

While the Japanese will soon be able to 
furnish themselves with nearly all they 
use and wear and eat, without assistance 
from foreign countries, they will be com
pelled to buy many raw materials, princi
pally cotton and iron.

The Japanese are rapidly developing
manufacturing nation, and with ab 

an ce of cheap labor, even of the skilled 
class, they will soon be large exporters in 
lines which come in competition with Can
adian manufactures.

hope that
only temporary and 
ther negotiations would 
understanding agreeable to both parties. 
The company’s charter requires the expen
diture of a sum not less than $200,000 per 
annum, commencing on May 1st last, and 
the completion of the lihe within eight 
years from that date.

The building of the Canadian Pacific 
Crow’s Nest branch line would have a very 
beneficial effect upon the mining interests 
of Kootenay, and it is hoped that the Fed
eral authorities may give the financial as
sistance which is needed to ensure early 
construction.

The Kaslo & Sloean railway, length 33 
miles, was opened for traffic in November 
last.

The Nakusp & Sloean line was extended 
from Three Forks to Sandon, distance four 
miles.

The Nelson & Fort Sheppard railway was 
continued from Five Mile Point to Nelson

The Canadian Pacific Revelstoke branch 
line was built from Wigwam to the head of 
Arrow lake, where boats connect with the 
Nakusp & Sloean railway, Robson and 
other points on the Columbia river.

The Columbia & Western, a narrow 
gauge line, between Rossland and Trail on 
the Columbia river, was completed last 
month.
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CONGRESS OF CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE.

The third Congress of Chambers of Com
merce of the Empire was held at Ixmdon on 
the 9th to 12th ultimo, and Mr. Robert 
Ward, who so ably represented this board 
at the previous congress, a grain acted in a 
similar capacity. Mr. Ward’s report of the 
proceedings contains much valuable infor
mation, and his remarks on the principal 
subject debated, namely, Commercial rela
tions between the Mother Country and her 
colonies and dependencies are particularly 
interesting.

The report will be found in the appen- 
dicies.
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INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISE.
AIDS TO NAVIGATION.

The lighthouse at Portlock point has 
completed and operated since November 1 
last and a fog bell is Aow being 
there.

Buoys have been placed at the entrance of 
Mud bay and sandheads, Fraser river, and 
at Sooke harbor, south of Vancouver Is
land.

Much remains to be done to efficiently 
light the coast and. islands of this province. 
In.February, 1894, a special committee of 
this board reported upon the lights, bea- 
cens, and buoys most urgently required, 
but many of the recommendations made 
and submitted to the Dominion govern
ment have not yet been carried out and no 
time should be lost in bringing this mat
ter before the notice of the new adminis
tration .

The corrected census returns furnish 
some interesting tables, copies of which are 
appended hereto, showing the growth of 
Bntish Columbia industrial establishments. 
Such establishments have continued to in
crease since those particulars were gathered, 
and it is expected that this province will 
hold its position as the largest manufacturer 
in the Domin’on in proportion to popula
tion.

The smelting industry is yet in its initial 
stages, the Pilot Bay smelter being the only 
one in operation in 1895. The company 
employed on an average 200 men daily, at 
wages aggregating $170,000. Only silver 
lead ores were treated and the bullion was 
shipped to the United States to be refined 
This, however, will not continue, as the 
company is about to erect the refinery 
which was contemplated when it was 
organized. The existing plant consists of 
a concentrator and sampler, and is so ar
ranged that three additional smelting stacks 
can be erected alongside the one now in 
operation.

The Trail smelter, which was “blown 
in ” for the first time on February 1 last is 
treating the copper gold ores of that dis
trict. Although the capacity is 250 tons per 
day, it is not equal to the present require
ments of Trail.

The Hall mines smelter is capable of 
treating over 100 tons of ore daily. The 
ore treated is known as “ peacock ore ” 
containing copper, silver and gold. One 
hundred men are steadily employed by the 
Hall Mines Company.

The Dominion government passeiÿan act 
in 1895 to encourage the smelting of gold 
silver and silver lead ores in Canada but 
to participate in the bounty the smelting 
works must be in operation before January 
1897. The bounty is at the rate of 50 cents 
per ton for a term of five years, the total

were

established

if THE PROSPECT.

Notwithstanding the substantial advance 
made by the Province as a whole during 
the past twelve months, the business of the 
Coast cities has not largely increased; nor 
is this a matter for surprise, seeing the 
principal mining development has been in 
the interior. The towns recently estab
lished in Kootenay have drawn many sup
plies direct from Eastern Canada and the 
United States, freight rates being in favor 
of this arrangement. There is no means of 
ascertaining the extent of the inter-pro
vincial trade, but the Nelson customs re- 
turns show that importations from the 
United States have averaged about $75,000 
per month. The outlook for the Coast 
cities is, however, encouraging, since upon 
the islands and portions of the Mainland 
with which our merchants can trade on 
more favorable terms than is possible with 
Kootenay, the development of the mines is 
now assured.

This
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i; SURVEYS.

Exploratory and subdivisional „ 
were continued last summer, But not 
large a scale as in some previous years 
Nevertheless, much additional and valuable 
information is made available to intending 
settlers and furnishes further proof, if such 
is necessary, that there is sufficient agri
cultural and grazing land in British Col
umbia to sustain a population many times 
greater than that now within our borders 

The sum of $15,000 was voted for surveys 
to be made this year, and triangulation sur-

graph^of*th^fcountry'tuid to^staffiish

be°conneectedt0 WhlCh mineral c,aim9 caD 

„n°,tber surveys will be made in Lillooet 
and Cariboo districts and on Texada island.

full particulars are furnished at the 
Government Land Office, Victoria, con- 
ceming the available lands of the province,
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-TM iMINERAL DEVELOPMENT.
The realization of the vast mineral 

wealth will of necessity stimulate every 
other industry, and for the agriculturist 
the Province a fiords exceptional advan- 
tages—fertile lands, mild climate and cer
tainty of a large expansion of those mar
kets which even now are compelled to draw 
from beyond our borders agricultural sup
plies to the value of about two and a half 
millions of dollars annually.

Attention is directed to the principle 
upon which some mining companies
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