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A Romance of the Chicago

Express.

Christmas Day—a poor day to be travel-
ing! Nevertheless the Chicago express,
speeding toward Elmira, N. Y., has on
Loard Joha De Long of Chicago. Time,

5:50 p.m.

Jack is feeling down eu his Inek, Called
home by au urgent telegram in the midst of
the holiday vacation of his senior year, he
has missed a dinnér witha jolly party of
efe mates, to say nothing of a
broken engagement for the german with

his co

the prettinst girl in Binghamton.

When Le pays the purlor ear conductor
75 cents for a seat to Hornellsville and en-
gages a berth in the sleeper to be put on at
that station, he malkes the discovery that
he has but €5 12 current eoin of the realm

in addition to his ticket to Chicago.

Phis dees not add cheerfulness to his
frame of mind. And there is nota pretty

girl in the car.

His gloomy meditation is broken by the f]h
arrival of the train at Bimira, On th
ponse to his tels
gram, are two gentlemen—Mr. icha)

station platform, in res

Robbins snd Mt. Alfred Jamieson—cl
mates and residents of Elmira.

Jack juvaps off, and an animated con
gation follows. At this juncturé a g
uppenrs on the station platform -
yourig ladies, an elderly lady and & 1
old girl

Jack—Boys, who's tlie young lad
alster; I’ve seen her somewhere ?

Dick~ Miss Dodge; you met W
winter at our german, Don’tk
in senlekin.

The young Iady in
Jack’s friends. The girl in
the parlor car, opeus the wi
verses with her friends.

Whispered chorus—Cal
me, boye?—Don’t koW
the nervep look at !

onvepgation
and making
Mr. Dadge)—

goibg 6n throd
a most prof

d A
politely indefinite.

] see you have a friend— re fn the
Bame car-—ah—um-—won’t you e kind
erough to introduce me ?”
| At thin eritical point the conductor
thouts **All aboard 1"

Miss Dodge—Why, certainly. Delight-
ed, I'm sure. Isabel* Let me introduce
wy triend, Mt. Dt % Miss Raymond,
1. De Long. He's ua your car.

“Mr, De Long.”

“)iss Raymond.”

Jack takes a hasty adieu of Mr. Robbins
10 My Jameson, who respond feebly, be-
ngin a state of mental collapze, encount-

s for one brief instant the s ocked and

ndiguant gaze of the elderly pergonage,
ud springs on hoard just as the fohg {rain
starts up.

He enters the parlor car and takes a seat
opposite Miss Raymond. Beside hec sits the
10-year-old girl. He'd forgotten #'l about
her.

/‘Hum—pleusant day.”

¥ es, delightful.”

{'l)u you think it will snow to-morrow ;4

Vith this auspicious beginning the con-
versation proceeds pleasantly and easily
until interripted by the entrance of the
train conluctor and the parlor ear con-

ductor. Miss Raymond gives up her ticket

and pays 82 for er seat to Buffale, her des-
tination.

Train conductor (tapping little girl on

shoulder)—Ticket !
Parlor car conductor (tapping little girl

on the ether shoulder)—1wo dollurs to

Buffalo ?
Little girl—1 don’t pay any fare.
T. C.—Under 12 and over 5, half fare.

P. C. C.—Yoh take up a whole seat just

iike a grown person.
“'She’s under my charge, but her mother

said she wouldn’t have to pay fare. Where’s

your purse, Lizzie ?”
L. G.—T1 haven't any.
Miss Raymoni (examining her purse and

much distressed at the result)—I hiven't

money enough. What shall Idog

T, C.--Pay fare, anyway.
_ P. C. C.—The little girl can go forward
in one of the regular coaches.

Miss Raymond finds enough in her purse
b #av half fare to Buflalo and hands it to

train conductor.
during this scene Jack has been intently
looking ont of the window in a detidedly
uncomfortable frame of mind.
His heart is not by any means broken at

the prospect of losingz the compuny of the

litele girl, but when he thinks he sees just
a suspicion of a glisten under Miss Ray-
mond’s downecast lids, with theit heavy,
soft lashen, he can stand it no longer. 4

Sack (producing his five-dollar-bill with
he air of a millionaire)—Allow me, Miss
Ruymend. Here, conduetor.

{ patlor car conductor takes his money

Jout the slightest scruples, returns Jack
3 and passes on.,

Jack devotes the next ten minutes to
uwssuring Miss Ry nd that it isn’t of the
tlightest consequence; that it will mnot in-
convenience him the leagt bit in the world,
ete,

Miss Raymond says she will send it to

iiim the next morning, and asks his address
in Duftalo.
’ When she finds he's goirg through to
Chicago she is mor distressed that ever
and declares she will get that dreadful $
from her uncle that very night when he
meets her at the depot.

Of course her distress gives Juck an op-
portunity to say a great many things of a
Sort suited to the circumstances, and he
1\-'-'Iy like hugging—the little girl.

itis really u very interesting conversa-
tion that is interrupted by the appearance
::! a brakrman and a sound that rescmbles
‘Nellsvillentymintstre 1 i
M-Mck, thinking he will get his 82 at
Buftalo, asks if he may get some “frech-

te ey de with thanks.
xcuses hi wwests in a sand-
wich, a oup of coflec and a package of
e arottes—40 cent He then hunts up
tie gleeping ear conductor, and pays him §2 !
for the berth he hal engaged, leaving 72 |

cents in the treasury.
He than draws thie parlor car con luctor
side

“Conductor, I have a berth in the sleep-
ng car and two young ladics fn my eharge
\ sats in your car us far as Pululo
e to sit with them and see that they
et through safely.

“e

e

r you'll have to pay, Dut it's only 50

nts. "

L Jack hands over 50 cents and rejoing
1ss Raymond,

The little girl goes to sleep, also the pas.
Ngers,

Time flies with a vengeance, and all too
n the tyain rumbles into the depot at
fflalo. They alight to mesh Mise Ray-
nd’s ancle
he uncle kisses Miss Roymond with

im, by ivauni
]n, but looks inquiringly
symond introduces Juck.

WAl Savindeo

itle, and seeking his berth

7= et
bty IForest City Bu

cash in the exchequer

-

t Survia, 3 cents for &
r at Marshall, Mich.,
oY

ol's, the 8 o'clock supper ceffpr thecurfentha
jon in Chicago that frightene it
in1astonished his father.
later a dainty letter, po!

opens it and finds a §2 bill
ently polite note of tha

crely, Isabel Raynmnd."
t Jack thinks he ean read between
! for below is**No. 173 Rhodes ave.

‘rfﬂmns day agein.

ling, but John De Leng of
oot look as if he regarded ita
gets off the Chicago expre

1this fragment of conversation
ksgiving than other

10 you remember, Juck,
way that night in the

jated ny dear old Uncle Bol
“Hewas a ttifle ehilly.
you waste u kiss on him and p
cornet of your eye,
*Don’t you wish——
¢ didn’t—aond s'pos: I did ?”
*By the way, how muck
1 had in my pocket when
You put on airs enog!

“Wiy, vou poor fellow,

seraping acquaintance with strange girls
You won’t do it any more, i
There | thete |—will thabi-

ilifgrated

Nojyor'll have to take that very s#ne
n.e to make it square.”

“But, Juck ! Do take more than 22 cats
_—ﬂ)!l‘: il be two of us, yoa know.”
Taking o wuck worn letter from Is

g it and producing 82

“Tealel Raymond, did you ever see it

%) you do. Read what's writ:n
right wder your nam: i
I hiereby dedicate tie
filthy lacre to a dinne: for one, to be ean
at Maihall, Mich., the one to be John
wd Isabel De Long, his wife. D.
% *¢Al, Jack, you won my
in the car, But you wouldn’t be BtEYy
enough to leave out thut dear little irl
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[From the Canada Farmer's Sum.]
Once when night was fast
Ladows were encroaching
yellowgleams of sunlight that were floang
on thefloor; I went out to see the Vors,
armed with “budge
which would bring thiem all the flgnrs,
floating gently at my doo
was coming, and 1 thoug!
drumuing, coaxing up the f
I used to do of yore.

nger ! \gith ‘l T8uild

Quickly vanished a1l my @
felt a weary sadness, chilling all my
and marrow and my being to its cor
the gringer’s explanat
Said he: “My dete

Wutual Fire

Wbn af Middle

and Havanas, all your bottl
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which is firm as iron ore; for your pr
ave roten, and they all are soon for|
yed words are hollow
ravens on the shore.
nore, Once tliers came tome st
and he said, ‘My worthy granger, v
me and I will aid you; I'll pssist you
more, end I'll make u mighty Lattle
half of sheep and cattle; I will ma
dry bones rattle as they never shook
ill boom your eggs and butter;
make o1l vich to mutter; I'll
farms and haystacks till my office €h
o'er; 1 shall better you
war or prohibitions
o uphold both bull and boal
the shidow of St.
onte and bariey, your popcory
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So I voted for a stranger, and
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