not only white | was in e

maun, a fiwaliar ricod of mine, one Mr. Liw-
rence Wihitaker, wio in !
doubted not 1o call me at tahle
for usiug a fork ut feeding, but,” Thomas eare-
fully adds,* for no other cause.’
Soutliey’s mother wus jeered in the strects of |
EBristol tor currying an umbrella, as a lncrc:'w"l'l"
effowic a ¢ inuovation, so was Furcifer Thomas.
and 8o vwern bis first disciples, furcifero ' s
fow dernded as linical --u:.lvum'u in l:«:n:: :':::,m:n.y cnl::rl.'n‘mmenlu e cel‘chru(cd e P
“Your fork carving traveller® ju | PYS'™ OF .‘.elallod by other writers; and that
= [nt least they must have been nlluded to by
Pollux, in the very minute and compendious
eatalugue whieh he Las given of articles neees-
sary for the table.
I'here is, on the other hand, & well-known
eouplet in Ovid's Art of Lore, in which the poet,
addressing a Indy, lays downa rule as to the
lite manner of picking ber food with her
Sledge. Fula ! What bo they ? ' gers; which precept,s modern critic re-

on the st:
finoly llouted in Beaumont and Fleteher s and

Mecreraft, in Bon Jouson, thus complains to
Sledgo and Gilshead ;

HASZARD’S GAZETTE, NOVEMBER 24.

TABLE-FORKS, HISIORICALLY HANDLED.
(From Chambers’s Journal.)

‘I oBsERVED a custom in all those Itulian elties

and towns through the which I passed, that is
not used in any other country thas | saw in my
travels, neitber do [ think that any other nu-
tion of Christendom doth use it, but only Italy.’
So writes the 8ld English traveller Thomas
Coryate, in that bouk of his, quaintly entided
Crudities, and published in the year of grace
1611- [In 1008, Thomas has been travelling
through France, Italy, Switzerland, and paris
of Germany ; and in bis Crudities uppear the
zesults of the tour. But what is the unique
which Thomas has. observed in Italy. and to
& knowledge of which be introduces his British
countrymen in the said year of grace 161117
It is neither more mor less than the use of
forks at tahle. Thowmus Coryate is struck, and
amused withal, by the observance in Italy of a
custom which he belicves—and he is an experi-
enced traveller—not Christendom at large can
olsewhere shew an excmple of. Hear him de-
tail the prandial phenomenon : * The Italiar,
and also wost strangers that are commorant in
Italy, do aiways at their meals use a little fork
when they cut their meat. For while with their
kuife, which they hold in one hand, they cut,
the meat out of the dish, they fasten their fork,
which they hold in their other hand, upon the
same dish ; so that whatsoever he he that, sit.
ting in the company of auy others at meal,
should unavisedly touch the dish of meat with
his fiigers from which all at the table do cut.
he will give vccasion of offence unto the com-
pany, as having transgressed the laws of guod-
manners, insomuch that for his error he shall
bo at least browbeaten, if not reprehended on
words. This form of feeding, [ understand, is
cnenll_v used in all places of [taly ; their forks
ing, for the most part, made of iron or steel,
aod sume of silver, but those are used only
by gentlemen.” Honest Thomas Coryate was
quite taken with-this new-fangled curiosity—fox
& curiosity 1t was to him to .ﬁ intents and pur-
m—-nd us & curiosity he put it down in
and white for the amusement of Lis read-

ers. ‘And the reason of this curiosity is,” he
goes on to say, ‘because tho Italian cannot by
any means endure to have his dish touched
with fingers, secing all men's fingers are not
alike clean.” Very right, too, thought Thomas.

and was set down before the roast-beef of Old
England, in that sel(-same year of grace 1608,
forthwith he resolved to naturalise that Itilian
exotic, by planting it on his own table : and he

thougat it a good idea, and others voted bim
an ted

Suapper up of anconsidered trifles ;
and all, with one consent, all England over,

fork bearer ; such was the fumous ‘styvle’ be-
stowed on Tnomus Curyate, the first mun who
ever used a table-fork in Great Britian.

We can fancy tho Latin sobriquet, with its
why and wherefore, mizhtily relished by King
James, paraking without tork, whether ip.n
or silver, of his regal repast, and eracking
Jjokes, right regil and pedautic, at the expence
o Furciterous Lhowas, and to the delectation,
as in daty bouud, of bis majesty’s faithful and

named Furcifer.’

cach person laid ho

into sauces and soup.’

mention krea

digestion.

rules.’

silver.

forkless guests. Records ol royal fare, during
that illuswrious reigu are existing in abundance;
aud we &re to sujpose tie monarch and his|
f:iends in every iustance without table-forks,
disposing with a good-will now of venison

Meercroft, The laudable vse of forks.
BII)I.hl inte custom here ns they are in laly,

T'o the sparing of napkins,&e.

Beckmann, to whom we owe ourinfor mation | " N “‘d;i"" ‘;'“idi’l"’l:"!!'i“i'- pigeons, the legs|
: = 5 v land pinions should be g d h - .
'l';'i.t;::‘;:;o;‘m:‘t‘:lx:;?llI:I’:rc:cllnln:.r‘ili’;:;' :Il::lll?: to aflord thema an Ull'l’““’(“"i')' of displaying try” (that is the way in which all old-f.shiop,¢
:::l:.lnt:;'::\tn‘ll‘:o:rl:::e(;iteh:li:lzr;t::'.\:'h :‘l.ll(’iut'lt:‘:';"~u.ull bones. * The caution with which the ' our old cap was new’’)—once there was 5 tich
3 : 3
E:":nyl 'll:‘:r::::t(?;:;l":hzll::n?, .:.I,l,“::;;:’dﬁ:“("':"li l'ngvrrs were used in his time not from chuice, | pears, pe
o . O ; " |Lut from necessity. ' -
'llll::yn :‘::u?:‘l'::;tn:alg:::d};:l :::"t‘hl:::n fut-k: I;":[ Even after .\lns)t-rr Thomas Coryate had intro- | as laed w . .-:mf a ‘u.m'fnf&l. money-mak.
e Beok nacasaito uu';ll'em in B h:d)—:f:m’ll> duced table-forks amongst ua.’lhuy must have | mlg. law yer-st aw x-‘n (l!hm city. 2 ow he wag of
which ri';:nmntanm e "_u. fuce(i‘onul i nick: worked their way very slowly into g;nm:rul uso. (& _Ch'w mature, and i I"_“l""'! U'l little ulllm
Ta Nealy $6aalf, ‘we u’ro told They were still an object of waggery in 1647, fruits or hlll!l}slaﬂ"":; lll! n:.'m- and neigh.
the use of forks was first k{\o\\n ;bout the end' wher} John Fletcher's Queen of ("r""“ by bf"‘ - e ey "u: gy .-l;.u.
of the fifteenth contury ; that is 40 say, during published, where the "'utur says, for instance : walk about with his ** men'" in the mellow 5.
the latter years of Lorenzo de Medici \is ; ; =
brillant ni.ocinleu. whil:‘ L‘harl::h\!l'l‘lrtdu!nn And twofold doth expiessth’ cnimour’d courtier, would he offer any to the hungry paseer-by who
king of France, and the first of the Tudors | lall a< your fork-carving traveller
goed prosperously in England. A certain
Itahan, Galeotas Martius by name, who resided
at the court of Hungary in the reign of Matthiax
Corvinus (1458 —1490 a. p.), informs us, in his
memoire of that lurlmlcxmvrincc, thatat that
periud, forks were not u
then were in mrny rnru of ltaly—bat at meals
d of the meat with his fin-
gers, whence ensued an unpleasing assimilation
of the said fingers, to the colour of the duck’s-
foot, on account of tho ‘much saffron then put
The writer praises Mat-
thias Corvinus himsell for his kingly koack of
‘eating without a fork, yet keeping up the table-
talk meanwhile, and never
clothes.’
Attempts have made to shew that the ancients
must bave known and used tabie-forks, or some-
thing equivalent ; and dictonaries are appealed, |advance of table-forks as a national institution.| < A preed!”’ said all; * we wil i
“z: m and l‘:tin 'n:ml‘)’:o:hh::eg"ko is valid and significant. To our illustions of he Sy PO
adduced, to prove the point. not the Gree
word ng‘:c munp: fork '—we are asked.
Does not Athenmus (author of those amusin,
Noctes)—do not he, and Pollux, and Ca
kitchen utensils?

at table—as they

his | Heylin's derivation of that* great fact,” our

Il, | tinerary (1617), when relating the bargain he

be ; as a large flesh-hook. to-wit, for the

to use in bauling up a mass of Loiled f ond 6560, 16 807 to all. of

meat from the pot ; not at all ae s table-fork, |his knife, & spoon, and a fork.” Forks must|s Wi yeu take a  fou g 10 ONCet on

for civilized creatures to use in effecting the

transit of food from

¢ from hand to mouth,’ very literally, that our fsoio?? A sical anoicion. b \

ancestors aic and lived. So, again, the Latin|referred to will be found in the fourth act of prinees T BT R el ”o"n

80, when be got back again to the White Cliffs, | words furcc /v reilla, llnd oth'rrn. lllmy be tr-n’:-

lated forks, i: you please : but then it is to the

class of hay-forks, tridents, &c., not of table-

forks, that they and their kind belong. Let it

be borne in mind, however, that the foad put diing of + .,

did so. Aud men saw,and marvelled ; some|upon the table of the ancients was considerably And handiing of 3 dur for at meals,
more - tender’ than what now-a days vexes our

Furth . that all articl r . . 5 ) . - )

o, - cu‘n:'m:n'!;:;o hit:.be‘f‘un“tll-u:; 1":.:0 The kqvght lmh'lllt_'l h!d friend in a I'-("?' r in .nl:'.‘-:.]l:f:l..'n he could get anather word out, they

served up, which was the more necessary, as “l‘('i' :""K"‘: of “"'"":":’ uod sees ﬁ‘rv ‘;";:;:llic‘:" o Cartainly, Ms. B

' " C P . = 2 t si table, but r lined 0 ravelier, (o se own ‘ #ome I - . 3 _-' : = = s

called him Furcifer for his pains. Furcifer, the :2::’}:::"‘:“‘1:“;:‘:;: ::l:ll::\"lr:)lltl :“zll‘:;‘:.ll:lm‘:a lars, fit to bo known of your crude traveller,’|oblized to you besides: I am very fond of

hands at liberty.

bat|made with the master of the vessel which was to

late to mouth. It was|ance among the civilised people of Italy by and

«'For cutling meat, persons -:u'unl T.lm-h ns pre ninent a plucc I‘lldlfo w t:.? ;::"l.“ Pl s ol gt e .
of rank kept in" their houses a carver, who had ndling of a silver fork at meals,’ aa the | P ; e )

8 i X »s of Queen Anne's time ascribo to of all fruit that grows on a tree I And each man
learned to perform his duty according to certzin [eXquisites of Q £
This carver, Beckmann adds, used having Leen invited 10 do 80 in a courteovs and
knife—the only one placed on the table, and| The use of forks at tablo seems to have Leen |
which in the mansions of the rich had an ivory
handle, and was commonnly ornamented with
Bread was broken, never cut—bheing
baked in thin cakes, like the Jews' passover-|
bread, or the oat-meal ca
Juvenal, it is remarked, when he wishes to|a rarity senilenan were lanahis
describe stale dried old broud, passed oft by u|yet.” he ohserves, *in taverns, in many cou -f ol 0l dine 3 declaration of love, w i
churlish host on his ¢ poor relations,” while his|tries, particularly in some towns of Frarce, .
grander visitors are regaled on the baker’s|knives are not placed on the table, becauso it

s of North Britain. |

marks, can scarcely be understood in the same ‘ of the puzzlement of the native gentry about o
ironical sente as one to be found in the writings lcnp—dwh. wlnc!! sowe t.luu_:;;h'. most l‘"‘bubl,
of u later instructor in convivial gallantry, 'a thing for muking tea.—Ep.]

0V0— —
en to ladies, in order| * Once there was a rich farmer in the coup.

their white and tuper fingers in pieking the . stories used to begin when we were a boy, aad

Tatin poet coneludes. wmakes it plain that the farmer who had four or five orchards of apples
hes, and other like fruits, ".’

had tuken up amateur farming alter having beey

He woulg

Your T beard is the fashion, tumn time, picking his luscious fruits, but seldoy
might look longingly upon his delicious trensures,
He would even, with his jack-knife, cut fiom o
half decayed peach, or apple, or pear, or apricot,
the discased part, and put them in a basket by
themseives, *’ that nothing might be lost,”

Now there was a plan formed by five or six of
his neighbours’ sons, whereby to make him more
geneious 1o otheis of the fruiful bouuties of
Nature wherewit's he had been blessed.

This was an appeal 1o his vanity of fast leary.
ing. One afiernoon, while he was in his or-
chard, picking apples and pears, near the roadside,
he saw five or six of his neighbours’ Lays ap-
proaching in the wmain road. They were appar.
eutly wrangling goncerning some question then at
issue between them.

* Well, let us leave it 10 Mr.B ' said

Five years later—namely, in 1652, which is al-
lowirg more than forty years for Coyrate’s
hobby to amble iuto notiee-— Heylin, in his
Cosmography, alludes to forks as still a compa-
rative rarity. Writing of the Chinese, he says:
* They are much given unto their bellies, and
eat thrice a day, but then not immoderately ;
drink their drink hot, and eat their meat with
two sticks of ivory, ebony, or the like, not
touching their meat with their hands at all,
and therefore no great foulers of linen. The
{use of asilver forks with us, by some of our
spruce gallants taken up of late, came from
hence into ltaly, and thence into England.’

silver-fork school, from the chopetick system of | anesss he knows, because he has been a lawyer;
the Celestial Empire, may be rejected without ?

! B he is 4 learned wan, and 3 man who understands
wuch seruple ; but bis evidence to the tardy|.raumar.”

Mr. B .

the infancy of their career, drawn from our| « \What i.'”,,, question in dispute]’’asked Mr.
own literature, let us add two others, in prose| B as he approached the corner of ihe fence
and verse respectively. Fynes Morison, in his

which led along the road.

** It is this,” said the head wagz of the party;
“ Is it proper to say—would it bu proper 10 say,
10 us, for example—we six —would it b» proper

convey bim from Venice to Constantinople, says,
* le gave us good diet, scrving each man with

¢ Will you take a few apples and pears!’
Shouldn’t the question, 1o be grammatical, rather
be, ¢ Will ye take some pears, apples or »

have been, and indeed were, in general aceept-

beforo this period. The poetical fragment

vou put it, Mr.B——""** The cate,” said Mr.
B *+ is perfecily simple. * You' is individ-
ual, ¢ g’ includes many: as, for example, Saint
Pavl: * Ye men and brethren,’ ete.  Oh, yes, it's
Then must you learn the use a plain ease. | should, of couree, ask your

question in this way: *Will ye 1ake some pears,
apples, and apricots, gentlemen?”  That would
be—""

Ben Johnson's Volpone, where Sir Politick
Would-be gives ndvice to Peregrine of a kind
confirmatory of the foregoing remark :

The wetal of your glass (thiese are main mattess
With your lalian).

. certainly, and much

RN

| affect no (ruit 0 much as a good

T'he nice eonduct of a clovded cane. iumped over the fence and * helped Limself,”
entirely g rammatical way!

We have been reminded of the foregoing by
the following veritablo faet, recorded in the an-
nals of a place wlich 1t is net veceessary 10
name Imnu'nlul\': hut the story is fruc:

A few uights back a party of ladies and
12 over the supposed awk-

long considcred a * superfluous luxvry.” They
were forbidden in common with other pomps
and vanities, auxiliary to the ‘pride of'life,” n
| vurious convents and religions houses.

At the time Beckmann wrote, they were still
ity in many pans of Spain. *And even

gentleman remaiked, thatif Az ever offered him-

the | b sclf, be would doit ju a collected and business-
paty, now of Paris pie; n s kidd | newest, finest, best—does not say that it could is expeeted that each person should bave onel) X Y @ "
wty, ¢ e ; puon, of ‘rost kidd, %

wholl,’ or of ‘boyled carpe, hot;’ina trice,
agamn.jol* chines ol salmon, broyled,* or rostmut
£on with oysters,’ or ¢ sweet breade pic.” or mar-
1d smelts,” or ‘sowssed pigs ;* then luuncLing !
Into an ocean ol sweets and goodies, in the

shape of quince-pic, candied-tart, musk-pear

prsie, orunge-comiit, almond-leach, &e.—all|
amidmuch smacking of lips nnd clater of knives |

not be cwt, but that it could not be broken :

Mark with what scorn that other deals your stiat

OF bread io mouldy fragments, had as fliarg

Fragmeuts your lub'ring grindeis cannot bite;

But your lord’s bread, how [ic, how fine, how white!! ther with plates and spoors.”  What Beekmann

But this is a digression from forks ; suflice it ,,,‘ here traces to the old Gauls, is a custom until| ¢,
ancients, | reeently cherished by the modern Gael. * Thirty ||

suy, that had they been used by the leris! |
evidence of such usage must huve heen hunted | Years io,” writes Dr. Johnson, in his Journe

nanner.

of his own—a custom which the French seem |0 o por i stanee,’ said he, addressing himself
to bave ratained from the old Gauls. Butas| o, 00chy gy present, ! would -ay:

no person would any longer eat without forks,| oo Ajy S—— | 1 have bin cngized two
lindlords were ohliged to fur '“ ars in looking for a wile. 1 ar oy receipt
d dellurs a vear
Iy preseat Lusiness, which is d aly on the
rease. Ofall the ladies of my acquaintanee, |
¥ admite you the most.  ludeed, 10 epeak plaly,

nish these, toze-

of a clear income of 1w Loy

A - o londs of Scotlend y [liehe|
aad—no, no’ forks. We can faney his ma. |©9t DY investizators so lynx-eyed as Biorastahl |/ the Wesiern Islands of Scotland, * the Hhigh-| v vou, and would most gladly wake

Jesty leaning back 1 his chair to bavo his laugh
out, as some courtier, of sativical temper end |
hlcl..r_y taste, procesds to quate th
Thomas Coryate’s chapter on forks as fllows : |
“Hereupon | mysell thought good o imitate the
Italiun fislion by this forked cutting of meat,

1y, wnd oltentimes io K

x 4 |
e, I_. g once quipped for thae frequent
using of wy fork by a certain learncd poentle- |

s werry humour !

cifer, only

Huve | deseived this rom yon two ? for all
My painx at court, 10 get you each a paient,
Gilthead, For what ?

Meercraft. Upou my project of the furks,

|and

| without

occurs

vor the Romans have any name for
“s—* now to essential amonyz polished
uations, that the very notion of ¢
them excites  disgust'—and that no
| phrase or o\!-rrsnit_m which, with the Jeust
As Ratiest plaasibility, can |n'. rc'«-nu'l to the use of the

anywhere in the literature
e contends, with raason, that had
table-forks been known, this ignoring of them
wholesale could not have occurred, since so

Sdown to wear, ol

St : ] ; =Sl . | you my
Baruffildi (de erinis  comvivelibus); and | Jander wore his knifs as a companion to his| o0
although a silver two-pronged fork was found dirk or "“'—1":‘"'3
-lnmong rubbish in the Appian Way, and souc
finale of . L .
urticles were discovered by Grignon in the
ruits of a Roman town in Champagne, which
he pronounces table-forks, yeture the age and
) il the usc of these rarities considered doubiiul to| e
mt ulso in Gor- \ 3> . |
¥ . \ #ay the least, by candid and competent
and sivce ' eame o I
chmann deliberately asserts, that ne
Gre
ytable-f

ind when the company sat

) “ *You flatter me by vour preference.’ pood-
uien who had knives cut thel, of

[eshr into small pieces

y rephied Miss > —— 1o the st rprise
their Foecrs convey

or the women, who withi |4

t to their moutls.” Tle| o

A vot at all: T am entirely sineere,?
| zood old Great Bear growls over such knive

| st . ! 2 " @& Phew I rifir youto wy father!
twith, as Leing * not often either very o o Beavid? exclsined the geutiomsn.
wight, or very sharp.’  Seeh accidents a Ir'm." elwet | eveeed!” exclaiined the ladies
‘\\nil happen, to this bour, even in well-recula- ane anitel thitos '
ted and r rk fam 3 feanw 1 e dady wd gentleman were marnicd  evon
fer is vo Lager o tcom of ridicu people who! oo

iznore or repudiate lorks are in u minority ;i s« Waen't tha', ” asks the warrater, ¢ a

L modost way of coming o the pont, and a 'Jl!"-
For we doubit not thioogh the ages one increasing | Lk weihod of tehing a man at his woidd 17

PRIpOse 1A, Weoll, as Charles Lanb would eay, “ It
And 1he thouzhits of men are widened ; | wasn't any thing else.”?

and, as a corrollary to that ]vmpos'.llun, the -
use of forks is spreading Tue Porr Cowrgr oN War.—A letter of
Wiliam €owper. coppaining the f'lowing pas-

sace, has jost come 19 light:—'* Wherever there
[ The late Lientenant-General G. R. Ainslie, !

is war there 1s Misery and onirage, votwithstand-
authior of a work on the Anglo-French Coinage, [ing whieli it i3 10t oaly lawlul 1o wish, but even

and who lived much in Franee afier the peaco ! a dury 1o pray for, the suecess of one’s covarry.
of IR15, used to assert that he hud seen t'u-' ities, [ rea'ly think the
introduction of kunives and forks, and many| Russian virazo »n impertinent puss for meddliog
other needful utensils, into  that ecouniry. | with us, and engagins half a score kittens of hoe
During his residence at Bourdeanx, some Eu-'aequaintanee 10 serateh the poor old livn, who,
glish relations of his introduced the articles if he has been insolant in his day, has probably
used in England (or washing ; and the general | acied no otherwise then they would in his

the cause of lurks is the cause ol progress :

with the process of the surs,

And 28 10 the nen

used to cause sume merriment with an nceount eircumsiancesand with his power to erabulden them,

e
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T the Tannery of Mr. Jc
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Charlottetown, July 27, 18

3 UST RECEIVED, per 8
o)  Halifax. und for Sale
STORE, a splendid

LOT OF TEA, SUGAR
which will be Sold.\V |mlc's;;|l|lx

Oct. b.

0 LEU wih imme
T southoast end of the !l
the coruer of Great George anc
o that occupied by Mewrs. G

The celtur is 21 feet by 50
is over 7 feet deep and np
on 1he first floor a shop 20
in depth ; al<o a frout Entran
shop and two other apartme

second flror one room 24 fee
15 and two aboat 11 feet by
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