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EETORT ON SABLE ISLAND, IN THE ATLANTIC OCEAN.
■T CaH. H. W. IITHBLD, I. IT.

Sable lalaad was disonfsd very bariy le the sixteenth eentsry, 
mi slthoegh the strong aed irregular cerreme around He formidable 
end-ben, together with the prevalent fogs, eeee made it tb» dreed 
ef navigators, U eppeeie never the lew, to have been not nnfreqnent- 
|y visited, in those early tlesee, by the Portugeses, French, end 
bnglieb tahemwn. Cottle end wwLe ore enid to have been landed 
there by the Biron de Lory in ISIS, end by the Portuguese in 
IMS.

The ârst of those reporte wants cowfirroatbn : the second wee so 
hr credited, that it iadossd Sir Humphrey Gilbert to visit the is- 
lend ■ 1688. in the hope of obtaining eapplioe. He, however, 
feeod eo cattle on the island, and having lost one of his three ves- 
edeee he dhngsrees here, he aeiUd for England with the other two.

In IMS» Ibe Matqnis do Is Rock landed forty convicts on the b- 
hed, of whom twelve only were found alive at the end of seven 
tel», when e vessel wee soot to bring them back to France. Al- 
*»egh the total wreck of a French skip supplied them with some 
pemiooe, and also with the materials for the hole that prevented 
Asm from perishing from went of shelter in the first winter, yet 
twenty-eight of these miserable people appeared to have perished 
1rs* the dilieally of subsisting so Urge n company upon the walrus, 
wels, fish, and berries, which formed their only food, and which 
samel have been eseeedingiy difficult to procure, If therefore, 
the reporta of eatile having been previously Undod on ibe island 
h tree, they most have been exterminated before these unfortu- 
etie people arrived there. It is, however, certain, that they were 
istrodeced very soon afterwards, and that they multiplied exceed­
ingly, for in 1683, the number of horned caltlo on the island, wee 
«timetad at 800 head.

It is said, that the island was several times stocked with cattle, 
WS humane provision for the shipwrecked ; but that notwithstand­
ing their rapid increase, the danger of remaining long near the is- 
knd, end latterly a proclamation of the Governor of Nova Scotia 
forbidding them to be killed, they were as often extirptled by un- 
pincipled persons, who hooted them 1er their hides and tallow. At 
bet they were replaced 6y the present race of wild horses, but 
when, or by whom, designedly or accidentally from wrecks, is not 
known. Ileliburtoo, front wlmse interesting history of Nova Sco­
tia I have drawn most of the foregoing particular», elate», that ilium 
was for many years 1 a small herd of wiki hope on the udai.d. 
which became exceedingly fierce, bet that the climate which had 
always restricted *eir increase, finally overcame litem altogether, 
At whole having perished during an unusually severe winter. It 
Valeo suited, thel those creatures, from their orcasiouaUy feeding 
« the dead bodies that came on shore from wrecks, were regarded 
with the almost horror and dutiust, and that they were not re­
placed in consequence. In addition to the horses, English rabbits, 

(ud rats have been introduced, end have iiilultiplied exceedingly. 
The rate which have come on eliore front wrecks, feed upon the 
nhbita, and keep down their numbers; whilst they themselves 
perish in vast numbers front the climate during severe winters. 
They nevertheless remain eo eemeroue'ns to be a serious mcoove- 
tieece in winter, when they ewerm about the houses «ni et eues of 
the ssubluhment.

There do not appear to have ever been eny indigenous qnndru-

Û,—for the black foxes, that were formerly found on the is- 
, and have long since disappeared, meet probably came on 

shore origin illy from drift ice; several instances of bears and foies 
having landed oa the island from ice, having occurred in compara­
tively recent tiroes; affording ea inter eating example of the mode 
in which species have beee distributed, and convoyed to habita- 
tiees apparently the most unlikely. notwithstanding the obstacle 
presented by a wide expanse of intervening sea. When we con­
sider the number of such instances, that must have occurred in the 
worse of many centuries, our surprise will probably be excited 
more by the paucity of animal life ou an island of such extent, and 
•ifordiug such ample means of subsistence, at lint limit of its disco- 
very, then it would have been by its abundance, did we not per­
mise in the absence of" rocks and trees, the want of Uni shelter 
from the climate, and from nataral enemies, which would be in­
dispensable for the preservation of many species. Fro.o the 
lusnsdutent of the sixteenth century to this d«y. shipwrecks ap­
pear to Hire bean frequent on this islaoI, for at that early period 
ef American History, the valuable en.l extensive fisheries, thi fur 
trade with the Indians, thn desite to introduce the gospel and to 
form settlements in tire now world, seem all to have combined in 
promoting that spirit of enterprise and love of adventure eo cha­
racteristic of the age.

Hence numerous voyages were undertaken, many of which were 
te various parts of Breton Island, Nova Scotia, and the Gulf of St. 
Lawrence. Cmioene, now Caneo Harbour, seems from the first 
te have been much Crsqueuted. especially by the French ;-doubt- 
leas so also was the Fsesage de Fonsac, now the Gut of Caneo :— 
and Sable Island,t,with tie formidable long bars, lies directly in the 
way of ve«s«U passing between those pl.xcos, and the ports of Eu­
rope and Newfoundland.

In th* following century the island appears to have been much 
frequented by ike .New England and French fishermen, for walrus, 
as well as seals and fish. The walrus, whoso teeth were exceed­
ingly valuable, are now seldom seen ; but seals still visit the island 
periodically ie considerable numbers, and are taken |yr the pt-ople 
ef the establishment. As the trade between Europe and the Ante- 
rican colonies increased, so also did Uio number of eUipwieck*, 
util at last Sable Island became the terror of seemen. The trade 
ef Nova Scotia euflhred eo frailly, that, in I80l, measures were 
adopte I by tlte Gevmement and lmgielelere of that colony fier the 
relief and removal of shipwrecked poisons, and for preventing the 
plunder of the wreaks. Hen 
establishment, eo crediuble to 
wluch, the British Government

easily lor each en establishment will 
imagine the dreadful misery, whk-h 

endured by the shipwrecked, during the 
Ifpe intervening centnr'vs, from the 

, ____  ftwinalton ef this provision for the un­
fortunate. .Many fatal shipwrecks occurred, daring that loos pe­

la of which uo record was left, bet the bones of the lost ! These

BCKetl pet sons, ami tor prevrmmg iuo 
nee the origin of the present humane 
» the colony ; end for the support of 
at has borne,an equal share of the ex-

are exposed to view from time to time, by the seiioo of the winds 
•end waves upon the leeee sued, ef which the "island ie composed. 
A dreadful example ef this ie seearded ie the Xkulietl Mtgtximt

• Thin voyage is full of tloust. frmu the cirr—etaasi of 
laud being taken poesewhe of, the discovery the* wee wade by it and the 
hUd ovents be which it was eltewfod. The shipearmud at Peuguia,

tm Fogn), Irtaad, ahd west eo «a Cses^tisu W,wod aharuwde to 
JohnBay. Sir li—ptorv Udbfot took p -eases of Newfoundland,

for 1848,* whernia ie related the diecevery ef the remains of a p.rt 
of the 48rd regiment, ender Meier Elliott, which, together with the 
beta they bed ceeetrected net ef the wreck, hed beee beried under 
the aandhifta for nearly a eeetery. The transport to which they 
hed embarked was never heel'd of until this discovery, and was sup­
posed to hove foundered at sea.

The average number of wrecks on the island for some year» past 
has been about two each year; but the superintendent informed me, 
that this conveys but an inadequate idea ef the loss of Itfe end pro­
perty, for there is frequent evidence of the loss of vessels on the 
long bare, after a long continuance of foggv weather. Of these 
unknown vessels the only records are the fresh fragments of the 
wreck and cargo, or the drowned bodies of the crew.

The position of Sable Island was first determined with any pre­
tension to accuracy, by Admiral Sir Charles Ogie’e officers, ( Messrs.
Jones fc Jancey ), in 1819, sad the Admiralty charts were cor­
rected accordingly. The correction (however, seems not to have 
been generally adopted, and the discrepancies, amounting to op- 
wards of twenty miles of longitude, between the cot reeled and 
uncorrected charts, seems to have added in some cases to the jest 
apprehension with which the island has been regarded.

Hence it became desirable to verify He position, and the recall of 
our observations for that purpose ia as follows :—

Lalituds North. Longitude West.

The west flagstaff near the princi­
pal establishment 43 56 42 60 8 19

The west extreme of the tiraeey
Sandhills 48 56 68 60 • 00

The north-east extreme of the
Grasey Sandhills 43 59 05 69 46 0.16

The longitude is here given under the amamption, that Halifax 
tablet In the dockyard, is in 63* 3V If-M W . and will be subject oe' olMervable Uiffcrweli’in'’ 
to any correction to which the latter may hereafter be found liable.The latitude mat bt 10" too far north, that being the usual error 

of the instrument, when observing tlie sun or stars to the south­
ward, but thi< is of no importance to seamen.

The position above given, is substantially the seme as that of Sir 
Charles Ogle's officers, the only material difference being in the 
weet extreme of the Grassy Sandhills, which was found to be two 
minâtes 18 seconds longitude further east from Halifax Dock-yard 
observatory; showing an average annual diminution in the length 
of the island, 0.1 of longitude, or 73 fathoms of distance, during 
the tweotv-ihree years from 182S to 1661.

Tilts confirms the statements of Captain Derby end Mr. Henna, 
the former and present superintendent concerning the continu il 
washing away of the west end of the bland, of which a remarkable 
instance is related by Captain Darby, to have occurred in 1811, 
«nd recorded in the JVauticai Magazine for 1838.f

• Tines, September 17th, 1812.—The Halifax Fapers published the 
following singular discovery

“ The following forts have been made known to ns by a gentleman of 
this city, who has had lib infirmation from the best" auth irily—vix.. 
Captain Ikirby, sen.. Governor (ns be is culte I] of Sable Island. For 
the list twenty-live or thirty yewrs there has I win a large m.M:ml or py­
ramid of sand, id lout 106 fix! high, on the island, and not ve«y far Iroin 
the resilience of twptain Darby. The win-ls for some year» lave been 
gradually diminishing US height, and after « severe blow some weeks 
sinre, it was completely blown away, awl singular to suy, a „f
—ta^ll tunMes, built of timber awl plank* of a veuarl, were ipiite vriilde. 
On examination they were fourni to c.„itiiu a n juilier of artirlee ..fforiii- 
tun- awl stores, put up in boxes, -vhirh were marked • 43.1 Regiment;'

or cases were perfectly rotten, and would not admit .-f their

ad skhmue bruhe out hi bis fieet, 
wy were lost. He eaifed lu «rrt, 
hie* told th* the Portugeses bad " 

**" ship struck ou a iiadbeuh,
■r crew wureWsl. Tbe ad-s "~a-eeversd of her crew were k

i lu his « r«fv,orages into the
; Sir Humphrey6 Regis—■ quetos *• foiewieeia—eg» aaunmuing t . 

GUbert. from Pri—e'e Werthhe eTUeumJ ‘IU was ue sussiset hy-

■f his
droeraphur, and no 

w— to discover the

»l* 81 iL"ôfcTàMS^M ««VWI

>tHa >é4 : U-Nl/a ai»V<l

Hemld,’ on Wfdws.lay. be euys, * The houses are .qipcaring at the k.»s 
ol" the hill, aliout two uufee long and sixty or seventy feel high. K ing 
parallel with the south end of the isLiwi, the eastern ewl ef which bill is 
alioot 6ltv-6ve fori uigit, coirre.1 with g.u.s awl othvr vrgrtati.^ about 
twenty-three feet above the level of the era; tlase Im.um« a;.|jes»r as l he 
s-inds'wear away with the action of tlw winds._ There ap|ieareil *t tinn-s 
miirn nHi* bullvts of lead, a great nu iilwr of military sh ies, part* of htfec 
of blankets an.1 rloths, brars |»jints of sword w aUwide, bev.'-w nx, a 
small gLi*s, convex >n Uith sidv», a copficr tmlf-penny of G.-.wgu II., 
datr»l 1749, some mHitxry lauss buckles, a great aniuiM r of braes |W|u r- 
piiu, a very small dog's lira»* colhr, w ith • M ij <r Elliott, 431 legiax-irt,1 
rogruviil mi it, numerous bows, some whole awl some Iwokcu, with 
lia- scalp of h nr ami iirwl-dn-ss of a voting fouulc, u piece ..f goU lund. 
Tin-re are three bniMing*, which seem to have ln*ru eonstrtici.-d of ihe 
fragments of some ship ; they arc situate uIkmiI ton foil upai t, in a trian­
gular k*rin, and are ten to twelve feet square.’
| We quote the passage allu ie«l in here by Captain Bayfield, n« it is 

not only an iut«r*ting Uvil iu the biftnry of t!«e island, lait aUi gm-s far 
to accou it l .r tlie dillvrewx- in Hit positions .4 the extn-mos of Solde Is- 
L a-l in different rh-irts alkcled to by a cwtuspon.lent, T. F. K., in the 
Niutual 3/i’Vnw, for .November last, (p. 615), who will perceive, tlmt 
of the position* he quoted for it, Noric's chart is the nearest to Cajibiin 
Bavfiekl’s.—Eu.

On the 30th of September, 1811, there was a severe gale of wind from 
8. 8. E-, that washed away all of the dry port of the nurti; «est bar, 
exte vliug four miles awl a hnlf n-.rtb-wrsl from thr high | m t ofilic islawl, 
and kslf a mile broad. The greaUrr |art *4 il was covered with gias*. 
an.1 ou the outer pail of it was a bill elevated aliout twenty-five or thirty 
feel nbove the level of the s.*u, on which lb: rigging and saib of a lnig 
tliat was wrecked there that su-murr were pLice.1 for safety ; but llw*e 
were all lout, when it wa«h--<l nw*t*v. 'IVre i« now, over lin» sauta extent 
of I Kir, f.mr or five t.ilh >m« of water. 'I*lw s«-a bas t>cn reducing tlie 
west.vn end hndi since aud liefore that tiuie, at the tale -f nearly one- 
sixth «4 a mile anmvilly.

Easterly, southerly, ami 8. S W. wimls, set a rajiid current along 
shore in s'ltoal wator", to the N. N. W. uiul N. XV. ; tlut is, along the 
■bore uf tlw western end of Vie island, Uil not the r.i-tcni or middle, ns 
there the current, with soutlwrh ami *oulh-w<*t win.Is, sets to ilic rast- 
wanl. The luituial temlenry of tbe lL*»l-li«le is towanl tbe coart. Wbm 
ivstrikes tlte islawl, it flows to tlw eastward, over the north-ea*l bank, 
miai to the westward over the mirth-west bunk, and passes the west end 
in a oorth-west direction, so rapidly that it carries the sand with it ; ami 
the hills of the west end being high awl narrow, they are uudmuiiwd at 
tlwir base by it, and tumble down some tlimt ands of toes ef sand at a 
time. This, the current bern atli catches and sweeps away to the north­
west, inercaising the bank. As soon us luis current |«s*cs tho extreme 
point of llu* dry Iwr, it lewis mme across the lunk to the uorth-mst, the 
uuiti.fU of the sea contriUutiug to kerqi llie sand in motion ; tlie current 
carries it to the uotth-cast, and t|irvwls to tlw north-west. Although 
acr.MS the lank front tin; island, to the distance of fifteen nr t'*^n'y uiil.-a 
to tbe north-west, there is n flood awl d* tide, the flood setting to the 
N. N. K.. the ebb to the 8. 8. XV., the flood comes over a bruud fl.il 
Uatiotn until it arrives at th? highest ridge of the bar, bringing tlw sand 
with it so for. It torn finds a deep water suddenly to the tvstwani ef the 
bar, anti ils strength is as suddenly lost, tbe waters pitching over toi*, 
bank settle gently ie deep water, aed the seed going with tbe r—reht 
dues the tutor, and keeps the «-astern edge of toe bur and the bank very 
steep, bet to the southward ud westward it is flat and shallow.

Theelib tide, setting gently to the southward and westward, meets 
tbe steep side of the bunk ; eed rising above it, passes over awl im-rvaw s 
ia str—gth, awrely leveMiag the asu l that had brew brought op by the 
last flood. It does not carry it burl until the next flood con*», which 
In-in— up a fresh supply from the wuebiag of the island ; and so ateeruatr- 
H- thh sagAdhengca with every iwsl awl eldi tale. The e»mee«j—ere is,
that ahhdB lkt west end is several milo to the eastward of where H 
was itjlhm yet, the shoe lest or eaetora putt of the bur or beak, has the 
me* hearing fix— the dry hud that H hed thee, which plainly shows 
that the bar and bunk have iecraawd eastward — fast — toe isL-ind has 
ihirr—asd ia the seas direction. But the distance of the eefo-r breakers 

met two miles, la 19» their whole dis- 
tea to fourteen mile*, ia rough wcether 
aed. There b a passage across the 1er 
breed, with three or four fathoms of water.

There appears te have been no change whatever ia tbe north-east 
end of the bland sioee 1839; nor any material change, according 
to tbe «elements of Caytain Darby, and the people on the island. 
since the commenteernot of the present century. Further back all 
m conjecture, the island being then without inhabit™*, and 
position undetermined. How loog, therefore, this irregular, yet 
constant waste of the bed. at its weet end has caul meed, b na- 
koown; bet if H has continued daring the whole of the three and 
a half «notaries, that hove elepeed since its discovery, the bland 
must originally have extended beyond the extremity of the north­
west bar, where there b sow a depth of 19 fathoms of water, el 
the distance of seventeen miles from the present west extreme of 
the Grassy Sand-hills. Neither b this very improbable, for the 
north-west bar, is reported to have become longer of late years, in 
proportion as the island has shortened.

The bare are said to be * travelling * to the northward, and the 
bland to become annually oarrowei and higher ; bet ihere it no 
sufficient data either to prove or disprove these assertions ia the 
absence of any regular survey of the rilaud before the present year. 
If, however, we were to take the height of the Send-hill* as 
usually Mated, and compare it with the real elevation above the 
sea, we should be compelled to sav, that the island had be route 
lower; but no reliance cau be placed on such estimations, or rather 
they are almost always exaggerated.

XVhetlter the present wane of the island be owing to any change 
in the currents, or to a gradeal sehwdeoee of tbe bank, of which 
tbe island b tlie summit, taw at present therefore, be mere conjec- 
tare; hot if the latter b«s the true cause, as seems by no means pro­
bable, the a the narrowing of tlie bland would follow as a necessary 
consequence. Thu early navigators of tlie sixteenth century, were 
not remarkable for accurate or full descriptions. They Hass sup­
plied as with uo sufficient data to jedge of such question*; but their 
casual and very general account of trie bland, week! lead u. to 
suppose a redaction of its length not imprebable; whilst it indicates 
no observable difference in its nature or form, or in He position re­
latively to tlie neighbouring continent of Nova Scotia, from the 
nearest point of which, (White llend), it it distant sheet eighty-five

Our trigonometrical survey will however, supply nil that is want­
ing, fur estimating in future the annual waste of the bland, in 
length, breadth or height ; any change» that may take place in tha 
position of the most remarkable Sand-hills, in the opening, dosing, 
or filling up of th* long pond, *ed iu the length and "direction of tbe 
formidable long bare.

The present length of the island, from the extremities of tlie 
Gr**sy Saiul-hitls at either end, b sixteen and two-thirds nautical 
miles in a direct Ims of tree hearing, N. 82- 22* K , ami eevee- 
teen-and-a-quarter metical miles, if we follow tlie curves of it?, 
shores. It* extreme breadth is exactly one mile. It b formed of 
two nearly parallel ridge* of sa ml, ehiped like a bow, ami meeting 
in n point rJ either end. It i* wholly or partially covered with grass 
for considerable space*, in others *coo|mm1 out by the wind* into 
bare cruit r-sluped hallow*; or hvve up into Saial-hiils, attaining 
the exlrv.li* el, ration of seventy-fiv* feet above the wt at high 
water, lietweei these ridge* a king pond, in some part* twelve 
feel deep, extends from the west cad for a dbt.u.ce of eleven 
miles.

A low valley, in which are pond* of freih water, continues from 
it for the re-naming distance of six miles and a quarter, to the north­
east end of the island.

The pond which is said to be gradually filling with hlowa send, 
had formerly an entrance on tlie north side, that admitted small 
vessel*; bnt the entrance ha* been more generally on th-t south- 
aide, where it has been closed since 1830, the flawing in over the 
low seedy beach only m high tidua enj heavy gaine; an it done also 
•l the west end.

The north-west her i* dry only three quarters of o «II# nut from 
tbu end of the Greasy Band-hills, bat H has several patches of anted 
nearly dry, about a rail# further eat; end which are eappoeed to 
have collected around th, remeiee of eld wrecks.

The r.ortb-eaet bar ie dry four mile* eut ft out tho Greasy F*nd- 
bill; the s*a washiug over the .»el#r half of that dbtanee ouly in 
vaugl. wither. At tlte dbtai.c* of one mile ead th’,e-qear|. r* oat 
on tin* bar a sand-hiil, about ten feet high, and with eoun grxee an 
it. In* accumulated around tlie wreck of a veasel lost there in the 
year 1820.

It does not therefore, require many year* to form one of those 
sand-hill* nnd clothe it with vegetation ; they are Mill more eisily 
dissipated by ike lory of the tempest and the action of the wave*.
A »'»gle gal*, as on the 30th September, 1811. lias hren sullirir.it 
to wa*h away and »ahn:«rge several mile* of the end of tlie
bland, although for the most part covered with gri»*, and haling, 
near the extremity a aand-hill, twenty-five fuel high.

If wu add the dry p.rte of the h.irs to the length of the bland at 
before stated, the whole extent of sand dry at pr.;*eat will he twen­
ty-two nautical miles; mid if again we add to ihb distant»’ Ihe still 
greater length of the bars under water at either end, tlie wliole will 
form a bow or cr«sei;l concave le the north, aud extending over 
filty-twe utiles of sea ! Caught within the horn* of ihb cruseut in 
a strong onriherly galr, the situation of a vessel w ould he extreme- 
ly perilous; fog the eld» tide s*U to the aoutliward, directly on and 
ovn the l*ars, •*ual!v at I lie rate of one and a half or two knots, 
and wIkni accelerated by wiml*.much foster; whilst the flood stream 
run* a la much lest rale in tlw opposite direction.

Tlie whole extent of the norili-we*t bar, fimm the end of the j 
Grassy Said hill* to the .lopth of 10 fathom*, U ncirlv fevrntcen | 
milo*; the dry part bring succeeded liy nine mile* of foamn^break- j 
or* in bad weather, aud the remaining seven miles, fnon 5 to 10 
fathoms of depth, being usually s!h»wb by a groat ripple, or a he»\y 
cross wea. The direction of this bar is N. XXr. \ N. mogneix.. for j 
the first twelve mile*, then XV. b. N. lor the remaining di-t.mce; j 
beyond which the water deepen* gradually to tlm west waul for many

•ed gt»w to increase the shoe! water on the her, being mm-d th-r* by 
a Miong AimhI tide *e«ling to ths N. N. E. Tlie bar itself extrni* Ir w 
the dry part E.N.E., ami at tbe distance of twelve <w fisorwen mik i fr.nn j 
•liv land, a very *hu*l *p»»l always breaks, ex.-rp: when dry, at which I 
liiur seals may be observed lying an it. Between this spot ami rh<- land 1 
is a pavragx. aliout five uc *ia miles wi»le, with fr«on tkrve l«> Ur fothnm* 
ol * .«ter on it. This bar ami kink i* aUo Mj *t«-ep .m tlie north-wes­
tern i-dge, an! shallow an 1 flat in tbe opjwxii- dire. lion. Tlw l«r tra­
vel* to the nurthw.iul duwly. th»- aoithweet Imr travel* to tbe northward 
and eastward rapidly. Tlw- variation of the l»v ampliiule*, oa
th«- 9lh of Febnnry, 1*37, w;i* 2tic 22/ west, and I think, i-w^eai-iiig.

Tlw* lake in the island 6U* uj. veitr fast, genevaHy by sanJ Mowing uiio 
it fr»eia all direetkou, ami parti illv )iy tlw «ea flowing over the wmih 
coast in many places in heavy weatlwr, and conveying lie sam I with it. 
The iuqtcovrfwcwt* »>« the irlàmi have very muc h incrrasc-l within the 
hst few years. Xfi'lpn the French frigat' wm» cast away in IH22, tlw 
tojfew aM except tbe idhrtre, bad iu ceuk and live in the little br.lfowe ami 
Arhered spots rbont the island, for the want of buddings to cover ihem ; 
and yet they werq grateful and wnrooiplaming. I have since seen Eng- 
lishinen, wflh a comfortalife bouse over theit head*, good convenience for 
eimking, and plenty to eat, vet dissatisfied ami grumbling. There are 
new seventeen enusiderxlde buildings oh tbe island, besides some three 
•r four small ones, that would upon an occasion afford shelter to fiwr or 
live hundred person*.

Josipi Denar.
To At HononAft the Collector of Her

Majetif’l Custom at Half fas, MS.
( To be roncludt l in our next.]

mon source ! By adopting tbe course suggested by tbe article be­
low, it is probable that this aril might be effectually remedied at a 
very trifling expense.

It may not he generally known that the means of producing fish 
to an iecalcalable extent, ia lake* and rivers, have been discovered, 
and have within the last three years been employed mm a fraud 
eealo, and with extraordinary success, in diffèrent ports M France. 
8on»e years ago, two fishermen, named Unban amd He my, ef lot 
Breme. ie tbe department of the X osges. found that from Tarions 
causes the stock of treat for which the rivers end lakes ef that de­
partment are famous, greatly declined; and they attentively studied 
tha habile of the male ami female treat at spawning tinea, with 
tha view, of possible, of discovering the means ef elwckiog 
the evil. After loog and patient observation they fou d 
that not one ia a hundred ef the eggs deposited hr the female ia 
the bed of the river, and fecendated by the milt of the male, came 
to maturity—the rest being devoered by other fish, washed awir. 
or destroyed by mud They found also, that of «he Ash which did 
become excluded ur hatched, the greater part were destroyed by 
the larger fish of their e*n or different species. It ibep el rack them 
that if they were to collect the eggs and apply the milt themselves, 
instead of leaving the fish to do it, sad afterwards to secure the 
young ti.«h from tlie voracity of the large ones, they would in tha 
ruur*« of a few years, obtain ao inexhaustible supply. Accordingly 
itiey seized a female treut just as she wa* a Iront to spawn, and by 
pressera on her belly caused her to deposit her eggs in a vernal con- 
taiuiug fresh water ; they afterward* took a male, and by pressing 
bis belly in the same way, caused his mût te spurt on "the eggs. 
It ie by pressure oa the belly that the male and female always re­
lieve themselves at spawning time. These two men then, tn imi­
tation of the fish, placed the eggs on a layer of gravel, which they 
deposited in a box full of h He*. The box they fixed hi the bed of 
a flowing stream, and covered it with pebbles, and leave them. 
In due time ths eg^s excluded, and almost every one was foe ad to 
be good. They thus obtained from one female, several hundred 
fish. They took precautions for keeping the little creatures iu wa­
ter where they were cot of danger, and supplied them with a little 
food. Applying this operation a year after to a great number of 
fish, they obtained several thousand trout ; eed M 1 year or two 
mors the" nambers had literally increased to mWiSae. After they 
had stocked ell the rivere and streams of the Vosgee, a ad same in 
the Moselle and the Hast and Bas-Rin, Dr Maso, secretary of the 
Société d* Einalstio* des Vosges, diew the atlentiea of the Acade­
my of Sciences and of the Government to the discovery. Tbe 
Academy declared that it was of immense natiewal iiupoilgece, 
titeUgh it had been long known to scientific men aa a scientific ca­
riosity; not, hfwever, as of practical utility. The Gox-ernuieut on 
Us past -saw that die spplicniioo of it to the river* and etre.nn» of 
France would not only afford employment to a vast iinmber of.per­
sons, but would enable an immense addition to be made, at scarce­
ly any ex pence, to the people’s food. It aco»rdingly took the two 
men into ns servxe, sod made them apply the system to different 
waters. They hare dune n with complete saece»*—rivers and 
lakes in which there were ne fi«h nre now teeming with them. Nor 
bar* they c<*«fiuvd their operatiims to trout alone, but have ex- 
tended them to silmon, carp, pike, tench and perch : and in each 
c**e with complete acecaso. indeed, their system is applicable 
U sll sort* of Ireeh water fish, and to those which ufler Sfiawiiiiig 
iu riveio descend no tlie sea. Amongst thq rivers they have already 
stocked are iIi-kto of the leert, U su te-Lowe, Allier, Losers, Meuse, 
Meurtbe, and the llaate-8a»ne. Several gentlemen of property 
have also tried rite system with success on the estates in Bargiindy, 
Brie, and Nov Wendy. In addition to the breeding of fish in énor­
mes* quantities, it enables fi*b ef different species te be tratural- 
i i#d in strange waters, or removed from river to river. So great 
ie tbe iiuporiaece which the Government attaches tc tbe plan, that 
it lias lierai«»sierf a commission of eminent scientific men to super­
intend the operations pf Gehio & Remy. The Monitenr announce* 
tbaMhe Minister of Marine end Colonies has also ordered, that ex­
periments shell be m»4e to supply it to salt-water fish at the mouth 
of rivers, and off the coasts, and "especially to lobsters. M. Valeo- 
ti«oness, ea eminent iclithyoiogm, and member of the institute, 
has bee.i charged to exaiume the mouths ef rivers aed the. dosai* 
froic Havre to la Tests; and te stile in wluit places the exneri- 
toeoU may Ue tried wito nort chances of advantage. M. Ililno 
Edwards aud M. Vueie, also member* ef the Institute, have been 
•iirceted to make similar investigations between Cherbourg and 
Granville, andjiii Ike enviroo* of Trouville. It is to be hop«-d, that 
the system of Geliin 4L Remy will be brosghl into practice in llng- 
lauJ, Ireland, aud Scotland. It will a fluid cheap and aourisliing 
food to millions at a mere trifling expanse; and will be of vast im­
portance ;u keeping up the luhery trade.—Ualignani.

From late Papers.
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F.aicstos’s Cauiiic Kncinx. — XVe recently published a very 
full dcacnptiuu of this recently discovered application uf 
atmospheric sir, iu ultaiiring motive power for the propulsion 
of vessels. We now subjoin an extract from the N. V. Com­
mercial Advertiser, again referring to this krefat intention. 
Further de>elopwine)6l» ate watched for with intense anxiety by 
the scientific world.

“ Tue EaicespH.—It ie exjiected that the calorie ship 
Kricsson will l»e ready for 1*4 about the first of Noterahcr. 
Guv ol bet enpiues is nearly complfted and the work te Seing 
actively earned ou. Vulture ere uot permitted to go on board 
at pre>*ui ”

The route frrm lwiverpowl te Montreal by war of Boston :• 
'2.W uiilee lcw*r lliAii by way of New York. About one third 
of the good* received at U.istou by the Cunard steamers arc 
for the llrilteh Provinces.

Husinilss in Boston —Ou Saturdar last, there were 61 
clearances fti thi* p..it—the largest number says the Traveller, 
ever before cleared in one day. Of this number 93 were for 
the Briiuh North American cwloaiej.—Inter national Journal.

Ikovx and Mcbdbb.—The Kneia Journal state*, that 3 few 
days ago a young gtrl named Ke«ue conceived she saw home 
c<M»liie»p on the part of her lover, and suspected him of attentions 
to another. She consulted a“ doctiea*'’ in the i.eivllbmi'liomj, 
who made up a love potion fur tbe truant, which Mies Kr me 
contrived to , admiuisivr to buo. The result waa death. 'Ti e 
potion was cumpoed of cantharides, which she mixed up iu 
the w hisky punch of her lover.

Elopement or an leisM litmus*.—A fair maiden, still in 
her teen*, worth £ 13,000 ready money, and enjoying in her 
own right in addi)ion £ 1(H) per annum, (residing in her uhcle'e 
house near Alky,) eloped on the afternoon ol Wednesday week 
with a young gentlemen, who represented a barony on tbe 
Queen’s County grand jury el the last aaeixes.

Klopcmcxts t mom TMK Harkm.—During the recent fire near 
thesummar palace of thq Sultan, the women of the harem 
were obliged to take refuge in the garden» ef the palace. It 
ia said several of them have disappeared. The house of the 
enunchrs was destroyed.

Eruption ok F.tna.—The Ciomale di Catamim of the 90th 
ult. says : 44 The lava is now running down near Milo, beyond 
Zaffarana, at one time in a straight coarse upon it, and threat­
ening its complete destruction, ft has,-however, been fortu­
nately turned abide by some obstacle, and ie now flowing dona 
en immense veihme or ravino which forms a waietoouree in the 
winter to cairy off the raine (rung Kina, end in «be spring the 
melted snows 10 the ees. If, however, this uellone should be 
completely filled by the leva, the rains must find another course 
in their way downwards, and will cause a good deal of damage 
from not having their regular tied or way. Tbe destruction of 
property by the leva has lately been very great, and wiurt the 
lava baa spared has been much dermged by the heavy showers 
of ssnd which fall in their vicinity, quite hut , '

Tus latp. Storm.—Tbe northern papers sre full of dqtsile 
of the ravsges of the storm ol the 2d, that was pertieulsrly vr- 
olsutio the German oeesn. It is feared there his been great 
leas Milite among the fishermen of the coasts : 80 busts m be- 
h»vd ü Wseu fuusdscud 4o tlm serth «if HriifuhMtd. h.^,


