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FINNINGJUAN NITA

. Suse Clements Willis.)
| while—after he

«ral skmned and wmh
nivalry that was irresist-
1 nm:d as she was to ‘the
o of the men she

.cowboys, prospect-
‘--ntlp courtesy thrilled
nd through "until that
when McGill
, Diamond Dot ranch.
.y had come, fresh
mum had been her ideal of
his uashmrr ways and

wo(l to hnd he had a

.t communicated to him

< of the home ranch, andgri

. to claim his own King<j=-
i

his blustery: manner Gid

hut she admired his dar-
hen T eddy frankly cehfess-
ity to pick coins
| when his horse was going
.she realized that

v pretty “trick,’

sully. ““Fve seen it dotle bo-
. Wild West shows,

I never tried i$.” =

urged Mchll L

1 tmnk i tdce the Jdnd-
ourse first*’ laughed Muth.
oo, 1've been -ased to these.

hunting - saddles, -and ' these
arc wo strange to be expm'i»-

1w ith & laugh, went on with
lay of horsemansmpj

ne was more genui

inely ‘a recaabxve

~1 m going 1'1d1

'I uz'.(l rd tﬁ

el

s

ports his shoulders.
leaning backward need
effort, and. =¥

hv \\(nt u" L\. t

was a sort uf bl
a sinking heart

clothes aud often ?meu ¥
will even induce sleep* when ot
edies prove of no i1 P

and the feet ‘are then
foot-bath up to the

the feet egeied!lnitsto ds while
e feet are recelvi
the bath is withdra
In fliness no detail is unzmpomnt”mnt
to the comfort of the su
ightest degree.
are among the minor miser
to remove them there l&mthb‘ be
than a whisk-broom.
sick person -the action should
formed with regularlty “

GOOD QUALITIES OF SALT

Besides belng an essential part of the
culinary art, salt has many other uses

. resented his® ingl

skl

sort of man to
He ha(l enquefd'

e

cleanses the palate _and furred tonxue.
and a gargle of salf and water is often
A pinch of salt on the .
tongue, followed ten minutes after by a
© drink of cold water, often cures a &
. headache. Salt hardens the gums, makes .
the teeth white and sweetens the ’m‘eath.
Salt added to the water in which cut
flowers stand keeps them fresh.
used dry, in the same maunner as snuff,
will do much to relieve colds, hay fen
. 8alt in warm water, if used
for bathing tired eyes, will pbe found
Salt and water will
.stop hemorrhage from tooth extraction. .

on !.he sa.nd:y trails.

very refreshing. . ‘l hich
no wa.y n - whic|

He could only wait and
hut something - would t ;
' m to rehabilitate i
s eyes. One thing
rtain, he would not abandon
till some [ neﬂelse led her to the

symes

Treatment for Pimples

through your m)‘-lmn.
a remedy or iotion for the removal or ab-
hard pimples on
first made their appear-
ears ago under the eves,
em( ad to both sides of tiie nose.
and are very hard.
= lhue Goes pot seem to be any substance
st a hard little spot.
neml for a_remed
Yours t ankl&uuy.

Will you give me,

r the brow of the hill came two
ses racing. ‘side by side, and
still ate ‘he could hear Juanita’s

tou lLl not know that her
an aching heart of .that she
she h&d spoken so

der the sense of defeat..
har! spoken in anger. She real—‘
cn her ns!e with Baldy (rick-

Trom yeour descr!ptlon,

_are troubled with whifeheads, and

1 advise the fcllowing treatment:
Whiteheads (Acne Molluscum).
Ope n e 1ch seed acne with the point of a

2ssed or p_ricked out.
gland should then be bat
\uth a lmh toﬂe-t vinegar and water, or
solution of carbolic acid
X . _ Sterilize the needle befors
using it by dipping it into boiling water,

wth of curly hair) that perhaps|
fero weig otfier stardards than her
She was reaay to tell him so:
anl‘ <l\l\ forngeness

4

Wart on Her Nose

the followi

)oux ldrh(;t con'\enience?»W ng. queries at
\\ hat will remove a wart from the side

Ling the ashes from his pipe He
M\\ard the house and to bed..
5 commg in, found that he
W“‘ cone, and in the morning - only
“ld voliteness greeted Muth when he

2 ‘\hn is_the cause and cure for fallin
hair when the scalp ig clean and the hal{'
splitting on the ends? Also, is there a sea-
son of the year when the hair falls out?
toucuing the wart with a silver
If this does not cause it
to dxsappear try the application for
which I am giving you the formula be-

: \\'voks that followed were is-
Teddy found some sol-
nori “dlw and the horses allotted |
him were gwen plenty of exercise
Juanita went about
et work in silertt tashion, too proud
the fuet to break the reserve
hurigry for the
“*mm« nship to ﬁnrd pleasure in

There is often a natural falllng of the
hair m sprmg and fall.but this is scarce-
Hair never rails to ex-
cess \\nhont reason. The tendency to
split and break is also an indication of
In some cases this
is the result of an internal trouble, and
you may need a_tonic to bujld up your
whole system. Have the ends of your
hair thoroughly singed or trimmed, and
then apply the Ilotien for which I amx:
giving-you formula. %

‘Wart Eradicator.
Sublimed sulphur, 120 grams;
App(l];al;llspeantceedtl‘c ?‘c)id - ﬂulld da
e T _severa
warts then dry upyand drop off. a.ys

For Falling Hair.
canthar-
lls‘h lavender, oﬁ i

a disordered scalp.

- \I mnvl: were keon on the plamcr
cddy found his olds automobile
a4 -"“‘f comfortable
~. the heavy leather
' H”tmg wind as no ammmt
1w ml]d have done, L&k
contemptuously
.‘,Yuth crossed
remarked that -the house

rment- in{confidence qmckly

ides, 1 ounce, oil ot

y
that the scalp should be kep* clean.
pPoo at least once a week,-

shoémaker’s shop every

the end, it- was  that . same coat
which brekeidown the barrier.-

Muth Was' riding through a. paich
of w land along the river bank:
in ang'néy of the evening, ‘when sud-

den]ydns pony shied and the next in- |

| stantiohe spied e furry prmectue
hurtling ‘toward hifm: Tnstinctively
he jerked back his head and -threw
up his arms. The next instant he
felt the impact against his chest and

sile,
grip ‘that had made many a tackle
successful jon the gridiron. = -

He knew that it was a wildcat and
that, unarmed;:8s was, ‘there was
no usegiﬁ-‘:gry to fight it off. The
claws ' had become tangled in the
heavy leather of the coat, and he was
safé as long as he could hold  his

'&epgny, frightened by the, Screech-
ings of the cat, bounded forward and
without,- the direction ‘ef the: reins,
made a-dine for home.

Teddy had his left arm a.liout. tho
_cat’s neck, while his ‘right ;pmsed
a.gainst the

R AR R s i o
vented = the Dbrute from using
claws ; but the strain of that ‘awful
grip was' tremendous, ‘and Several
times' in the course of that ten-mile
gallep he Was almost on ‘the point
of letting it go.

cat’s cries grew fi
sure
dashed up to the &
baysted in his arms?
slipped off the horse as the men came
Tunming ‘out of  their quarters,  he
heard B shot as DBaldy put a pistol
bullet through ‘thé: furry head,

ihen he lapsed iygoy»Vnconscmusness
through pure exhaustion.

threw his-arms about the living. uus-
h&;ng it "to his breast with a’

House amd Juanita was bending over
him With
dear,’
You were going to die befora 1 _could
tell you how sorr:y 1 was that 1
called you a coward.!”

arms ache,’”
smile
_you.

~hind qwarters and. pre— (Copynght 1905 by :K. A. Whitehead.)

But somchow ‘he seld on, and the

as ihe pres-

continued, -until |

and

en he .came to, he was in: the

tearsstained face.  ‘“Ted,
she’ whispered, ‘‘I was afrdid

““A man doesa’t die because his
he said with & flickering
“I'm going to dive and marry

(f Juanita did’ m)t say him nay.:

AN IDYL OF THE DEEP WOODS

By Fra.nk H: Sweet-)
A horseman ‘was making his way |
Thew

slowl’y through: the torest
:was no road,’ only o

across the path, and

n.aily a live oak barred the way|

with a swaying wall’ of gray- maoss.
ut it was the chrectxon rather: than-

3 clearing. In front of

"rising from the mud chimney. Near

ﬂng,- tussock grass.’

“Th the: cabin a youbg gn‘l was pre- ¥

hing calamis: m&é Near;:
sral dogs were enjoying fthe

PR e

T#As He Drew
me,”” harshly:
any more.

“Never mine’
not " countin’

an see.’
- Tom’s tace had grown pale.
"Whats the matter, Eiza 2"’

«n:s‘*%ﬂi‘.‘;;

‘““Thank you.”

the woods.

'into the cabin.

‘Oh, Dave,”’ .
dxd' you vell him - for.
was tosSge
Tom’ Lo

she moaned,

md out.’”.

ever hint that again.

after dad.”
/‘Bad ain’t done nothin’.

y s

by officers.
round ‘afterward.”’

of terror. .
T don't: wﬁnow

tniles ‘to Serouge Hill, an’

round.

.the cabba,ge ‘an’ comptze.”

tulation she was out of the cabin’
and on the niule. '

he paused ‘at  the |
the sudden start made him forget his
ough cabin, with smoke  usaal pla.ns of  mischief, or he was |-
Ftired: of nfbblmg btmch gra.s ‘What-

came | the door-a mule was pa,tlently ni?b-

girl went spraw

umsue-ned ow”

“I'm |stick, -and, using
And dad |mansdged to
he’s oﬁ You can look in the eabin|But it was slow, and the pain in-
creased with each-step.. At last she’
I'sank down exhausted. Then she tried |
he  to. creep.
pleadeéd, ‘‘an’ where is your father 2°° |
‘“He’s not——"" the gul beean; when ' a little:
the boy bque in with, “Dad’s up Lo cedmg instead of .coming nearer; and
-said-he aimed to that she must ‘eréep on and on, for-

Tom " turned ag,am»
to Liza, but what he saw in her face beats of ‘an approaching horse.
made him whirl and dash away into
The girl watched him un-
til he ‘was out of sight, then went

'haps it was a neighbor.
‘send him to warn her father.
treacierous Tom Betts would be out-
witted, aftpr alll
“‘what |
I knew dad
uge Hill, but didn’t wa.nt

and ‘a moment later felt herself lifted
gently to the saddle.
Mthankfulness she opened her eyes and
saw Tom DBetts. £ o
< ‘““How did you get hare 2’ he a.sk—
ed.

“Why mot ?” wonderingly.. “‘Ain’t
he your beau ?”’
“Dave !”’ ' sharply ; ‘‘don’t you

Tom  Betts is
an - officer,. though I —I never once
s’pected it before ; an’ now he’s gone

was held firmly.

ed, her face growing: white with pain
and horror; “but now it's too-late.
W7 paow he ain’t. But folks said {Oh, Tom ! bhow couldiyou 2’
that Jim Brown didn’t ’low ‘to do
not@ain’ ciexcept - in- fun, an’ he ain’t
never come back any more. An’
there's Jed Willson, who got chased
He never dared- come

then a smile-broke over“~ is faee

hunting your father,” ‘he. saTd draw-
ing her close:
1But ’t isn’t for
father’s wanted tol sit en'a jwryi|

‘““Won’t. dad ~ever come back any
rdown to the eeurthouse, and I'm to

tore ?’’ asked the boy, his “tone of
cha.ngmg to ‘one

“Then sndd_gnly
“P'IT go an’ warn him.: It’s only ten
I ‘tow I
can fetch it hefore the- officer . gets
He'll naturally take the path
F’an’*} can save two miles by g'oin

to talk with him about oir wedding.
You said T must go and ask him,
you remember. Your 3
all about my being an-officer,/ Liza,
and we've: bnly kept it hid on
account’ of some criminals hiding up
this way that X want. to catch. Now

Before he could offer further expos—

But— old Bob acted nobly. Either

he uttered a f;'gay of deﬁanca and |

this' as a crutch;
make :some progress.

She fancied the hill was re-

ever,

But at  last = she heard the. hoof-
Per-
She would
The

As he drew near she called out,

With a sigh of

She struggled ‘to free herself” but|

““I wanted to warn dad;’" she gasp-

For a moment he fpoked puzzled,

“So~you ’lowed T was - officer

“So I am htt.le girk:
any - offens~, ‘Your

stmmon him. ‘And besides. I want

father

shafll we‘ go on together and a.sk
him 22 .

Her head had ' allen back upon his
shoulder,

said happily.

THE CHRI&TMAS :
¢ FUGITIVE. fnto_ the smoking compartment “and |

“{Hghted a cigar. This wwas a ' quiet
with a vengn.nce—-l
it was a trifle too quiet.
mas was*admirably exemplified in = [growing semewhat bored. He finish-
ed his cigar and went inta the car:
Something was either
endeavoring to .imbue; him with :the {Pening: or about 4o happen; as the
car was. quite full., It was apparent,
reason, the passeng-
ers from the other two sleepers had.
Three - child-
ren «pranced about and seeimed pleas-|
antly excited over sometbnrg Lar-

’and everytlnng connected with it.

- ev‘ldence of holl

i~ ‘“Catch me staying ih town' Lhrough

say, with an infloction which léft no
doubt as to His meanina. d

sky was. hung with = lealen clouds,
fiand all the: mornmg st.my snowflakes
“béen’

mgy water r {1 poma- andisummoneda carriage. |

dark pools, but sh W t.

kin n : ; [
Wém,,@e alighted at the station, | to
L&t'kln-gave the driver P Dbk The |+

said i ¢ :
1 Larkin glared “H_\,unph v' he guy mind about them, anyway. 'I‘he i
grunted. st z le [ Storm and—er-—other co:
% swppose t,hats £ guntle —he 1ooked squarely into ‘the grey
eyes—* ‘maké  them : extremely desir-
11l be very glad {f you 1 let
3

] Ymrq, merryfo.mstmas and T nieant.

”hito the car Was - evidently infectec
‘with the contagious chea'm‘lncss for
he smiled blandly. s

| Larkin took his seat, = = e
1% "#1 hope so,”’ growled Larkin.'

a eontinual

near:
i

e ‘opened ‘& magat-me- sand med
“Inot until the train was finally under

then only “at the thought -that with

) mtermnttent:ly T

*l and the perter lighted the lawmps: '

%Thank you, sah, L he added, but.in
i his eyes was

| was_howling fearfully outside and the
Her mind was beginning to wander I train ‘was bumpmg along slowly.

ows"

The girl was not res:stlng ‘now:

Company AR

exhausted.

‘of foolish quesnons.

2{By Arthur Boltonwood)
Larkin’s attitude towards Chrxst—

Christmas

little conversation he once had witlh'
ong of his clients; who: wasvvainly [again:
proper Yule-tide spirit. ..
‘“Well,”’ said  this self-appomled
missl'onary in philosophic conclusion;
‘Christmas comes but once a years'.
To which'Larkin replied with bmet;'
and rather uncomplimentary fervor,
“¥Yes; thank God 1" -
Latkin cordially - hated Chnstmag;.

that for some

crowded into this. one.

kin scowled.

hated the glitter and: tinsel, the|larkin had never pi

and mistlstoe ‘every-

] ed to him mstanaly
arming
; houglit. ' ghe went

this fool rumpus ' "Larkin

That particular. Deeem‘ier 24 the

ommously good -cause.

mas enough any way.

“went out to the |these children: happy

"Get z_xteio the st&ti‘bni'n ime for. gr £k
~“Do you. know,

m’ﬁxhsd in_ his pockets and smil-

hint. for the change.”

_The cabby Jooked hurt Y- Swishiod

fable.
it,!” she ‘saiu.  ~‘Here's your cha.nge e help.”
i eap it s Rtk g | 090
ci

Omghggf) ugh i mm mb " Larkin followed her:

Tbe porter, _who. took: ‘his trnp'z

lowed.

“4@Go'n’ to have a-»stormy Cﬁnst-

ms; ain’t awe, suh 2?7 he askétl left.

" Passengpis -were  coming abvard in shricked with delight=

stream, niany of - them
a.wompumed’ by iriends, thers to~sce
‘them : off, and every mnow_.and  then
little gxoups would break mp with,
“Well,  good™ by. . Merry “Chiristinas;":
and Larkm would’ squirn aueasiiy.,
very. <N tmas,”  that die
yeard Bred - “desire wﬁhw&
rse OB ot it out o

for it here m iy, S
Miss Carey.’

from His '

,hgm, out’ xhrgngm the  arif

ti Sros L E
o interest bimsell in -the pag a5, Bt s

way did hig irritability lessen; anut
every revolution of the wheels theéy
were leaving Christmas—the Christ-
mas he loathed with all his being—
‘behind them.

The train drew out of the (1tv anr\
into. the open country. The leaden
¢loud in the sky seemed. to haveeome
nearer "earth.” The = snow began to
fall steadily ‘in a business-likesnan-
‘ner. ‘Larkin, tired of reading, pulled
his hat over his eyes, settled:back in | and they
his' seat and dozed comfortably.¥Oc-Mphey made
casionally He opened his eyes toifhote
the rapidly increasing downfall” of
snow and to listen momentarily to
the doleful  howling of the rising
wmd which was: making itself heard
above the rear ‘of the train, ‘Then
he would sink back and dose” ggaif |-
was a . dreary ]
chaerleéss ride, and he was aware of
a sense of relief when darkness came

sents,” Miss.  Carey

laughingly.

little candles ~lighted.

rigged him

dining

Everyone was

the presents
was an !mpromptu

At 6 o’cloek he went into tHe  din-
ing car and seated himself at one uf
the little tables. He drew a_coin
from 'his-pocket ‘and laid it on the
cloth.

“Sam,’” said he to the walter. who

approached mth a grin of ominous
cheerfulness, ‘‘put that half-dollar’in
your pocket and:don’t let me. . —henr
a ‘merry Christmas’ out of you.’
The v?;lter stared. , ‘Al right, sah. ious as he called
a curious oxpression’
that said as plainly as words, ‘‘What
manner of man-is this?”’

After dinner Larkin smeoked a soli-
tary cigar in the smoking ‘compart-
ment and.then read his magaznne>
stolidly. Late in the .evening, when
{'he:climbed- into”  his berth, the wind

commotion outside.

of men had
Christinas morning broke gray .and {track was open.
bléak and dismal. ‘The storm had “de-
veloped into a veritable blizzard. Tt
howled and raged and piled the
snow  into huge ' drifts. The train
moved at a slow pace. The conduc-
tor looked worried,

Larkin ate his . Christmas break-
fast in the dining car. They should
have reached -the junction where  he
took the branch train for the Little
Otter camps at 9 _o’clock. But 9
o’elock . found ' them poking along
through the’ woods seventy—ﬁve miles
below the junction.
highly - propable ~ that. the branch
line would * be snowed up, but this.
trifling point caused him no great
worry. The main thing was to. es-
cape Christmas, and in this he seem-

There were few passengers left in
ly had succeeded admirably. #
his car—a rather pretty girl, an}|
elderly couple and two. ordinary
looking men, beside Larkin himself,
made up the guota. Everyone ex-
| cept: Larkin, looked anxious. It was|
plain that: they all had Chrlstmas
,appoilhmenta
:At half-past nine’ the train stop:
ped, crawled along .a few rods jerk-
ily, then stopped again. The con-{
duetor came in and announced that:
they were stalled, but that two of
the ‘brakemen ‘had started ahead.  to|grave, earnest face.
the next”station, four miles up the
line, te telegra.ph for help. Larkinlvery moekly
looked out —of the window. Thel *Pm .

side Miss Carey.

town.

in darkness.

was to change cars

““I- never
have found it for me.”’

She laughed lightly.

“And,”” he went on,
after—forever.”’

rupt,”’ “he said,
time matter ?

ng ding
drifts stretched along "the rlg‘ht of
way. He grinned sardonically = and
pulled out his watch. ‘Mentally he
““Yes,'” i you want to, Tom," - she jgave the brakeman an hour to be
back from a futile attempt to reach|
{Co t, 1905, by McClure, Plnlhps ‘& { the station: They were back in for-i{
ty minutes, halHrozen a.nd well nigh

The peopl& in hxs car
chatter inanely and to ask all sorts
Larkin  went

ing, came down.the aiste awnd Stood
before him. smiling alebgetlally
uch atte

tion fo . girls, prett oi- otheﬂnse
- “he'| but this one, with her big grey eyes
and her betheh{ng mouth, appenl—-
Betbre he knew
leasantly.

s :‘Iockad hh oﬂe‘ door 4t noon |for my nephew&—they“ll
. &nd g‘&tah‘ ‘enng l’xp‘ his heavy valisc

'ke
was headed for -a camp in the woo
“escape ‘Christmas ‘celebrations:
S 2O Bha $aid, a trifle. disappoint-
edly, “‘I'misure L. be yonr pard:

That settled it. Larl\m donn
coat, shp]:iéd on & [pair of
valise, errowed
from the emergency’ box, and
s Prescmu,y e

With much jolly laughter the
sents werg hung on the tree and  the
- Meanwhile, |
Larkin, the hater of Christmas and |
all things connected with it, had vel-
unteered to officiate as Santa Claus,
up absurdly.
some flowing whiskers |
irom a piece of rope; they powdered
his hair with flour broug
car; from some
source a box of rouge was pro
and-his cheeks took on a ruddy hue
beneath Miss Carey’s deft fingers:
invited—the train
Icrew, the porters and the cooks and
waiters from the dining car.
were diStributed there;
.entertainment.
The fireman in grimy overalls sang,
“0 Promise me;’’ in a throaty tenor;
oneé of the ordinary looking men, who
answered to the name of Jones,
cited ‘“Three Kings,”'-and Miss Carey
led them in singing ‘‘Hark! the Her-
ald Angels Sing!’”’ Then Santa Claus |
T.arkin bounced in through the door,
followed by a swirl of very realistic|
snow, and .the fun grew fast and fur-|
for the presents.
The climax was reached when he call
ed off his own name, and held up
red candy-dog, and then, to the hys-|
terical delight of the'three children,
proceeded to bite off the /tail amid a|
series of well executed growls.

The tree had just been stripped of,
its ‘last present, when ‘there was
The ‘conductor
.ran out and returned with the cheer-
ing news that the plows and. a gang
arrived, and

talked happily and discovered
./had many mutual acquaintances
The more Larkin looked
‘the light of those grey eyes the more
he felt that he had heretofore walked

The girl started and flushed.

! k'now it sounds ridiculously ab~
“‘put - what

I may have

you minutes or years or eons: -T do

| know  that unrecognized yQu

always dwelt in my heart.””
The gxr} looked &atchmgly at his,

“You musn’t be snlly,” she

coming to yon next week,

train had come to s top in the heart wh’en'you re. back in’town;”’ he ‘de-

to

indeed

He was

hap-

As he made his way. up the car,
Tthe rather pretty girl, whom he had |
‘He hated the wreaths ; he. hated thejnoticed casuallyearlier in the m _(pt‘n—

oetentations bundies every icne car-
ried with such self-sufficient airs ; he

n-

long-as we are stalled here, we might |
‘Thave a little Christmas c¢elebration
to pass away the:time. There were
.would | three children in the next car-baek,
Jtand it did-seem & _shdme that their
| Christmas should be spoiled in -tiais
faghion. I héve some eandy and’ a
few . toys I was taking to my dittle
nephews, and T'll donate these to the
3 % canget some more
have Christ-
We can make

Onw—

ed cheerfully. ' - “Hold" oni” g Larkm 43
“Merry Chnstm,as » 3 thaven’t' said mnt to escape this |
to b sir,” e particular celebration. I've changed

nsiderations’’

she safd” emphatically..

to the group
at‘the other end of the car, and &
geries of hilarious m,troductmns fol-1{
Béfore he knew it,
tcaught the splnt of the thing;
was offering sugggstxons nght

he had|

“and

ant.

““We might have- a tree,”’ he. sa.ul e
tentativeks, and the -three children
“I have the candles and the tinsel

suit ca%es, said

was back with & shupet'y “Yittle hems
lock; which was set in one end of the
car, and - #Ehrough the " combined
everybody ' was decorated |
with the candles ard. tinsel.

“Now, everybody write your name;
on a slip of paper and hand it
Mr: Larlqn while I get.out the pre-
commanted:
You'll all get e present, ” she added

ef-

to!

pre-

ht from - the
mysterious
duced,

Before

re-
| gate and changed ‘thgewentire situa-

that the

When the train started on again ev-
ery one was chatting pleasantly. Lar-
kin managed to slip into a seat
They laughed and
they

in-
into

be-

The storm diminished in force, and
presently a streak of blue sky show-
ed on the western horizon. The train

was moving slowly through an open
Siaxkin thotigIE country, and the junction where he
was only- ten
minutes away, Larkin leaned toward
the girl and spoke earnestly.
" realized - before
Christmas meant,”’ said he.

what
‘“You

“] want you
to help me find every Christmas here-

does
known

“have

'smd

,,95‘ ‘

sbeaﬂ. Me away !n that tey
yoﬁm "‘hut 'you ean’t nave het w&th

“\Vell ' yiglded the i banker ungrac-
iously, "whe!f you can show . me thut

ister to

| standing there

e | had been raided the six men

a

that tov is; nsefdl
ve gota lot of work

R gmer  Himselfs’ He Auumel"

we’'ll talk a.bout-,

. tonneau,  the
the seat beside
a honk of the

themselves into the
sheriff spramg to
Creston, and with
horn they were off.

They ran’' carefully across the

ke, good ‘morning,’ 'brxdge‘ but once on the other side of’

he bov;-gd himsel |

‘Bessie Hug,hes was: waxtmg {or him |
on the steps. as: he‘came out of the
bank. It was evident.that she. did
not” expect ‘a favorable answer.
~“Just ‘as you said,”’ he explained
when - “they had cleared the
ci‘owd about ~the postoffice.
thinks that an automobile is a

| wasteful extravagance and is flying
{in' tho face of Pravidence Who sup-

plied the horse for our use. Says,
though, that ii'1 can prove that an
automobile is useful I can have his
consent.”’ :

He tried to urge the girl to go
without her father’s consent, but he
knew that she loved the old man too
well to do such a thing, and after a
few arguments they had to content
themselves with waiting.

To Creston there
small chance of proving the auto’s
ausefulness in  that  little Western
town where nothing ever -happened,
and after six weeks of wgiting he
had about decided to sell the ma-
chine.

The objéction of Mr. Hughes was
directed against the machine,. not
against himself, and while it might
be old-fashioned, surely it were bet-
sacrifice the high powdered
machine than Bessie.

Then the Biller gang came to Win-

was characteristic.
rode into town

tion. -The raid
While six of them

|and made an attack upon the bank,

four othérs .took possession, of the
railroad station and the down freight

joined
their fellows at the station nml. un-
coupling the engine, started off.
The railroad ran straight across
the river from Wingate, but the road |
made a dip down to a lower and
safer.level.
gang had fresh horses
along the line, and as the
town of any size was forty miles to

the west, they would have plenty of |
time 'to change the horses before the | throat.’”
fixed |

track and once more the auto shot

{ forward.

cut telegraph wires could be
and help summoned from there.

Pen minutes after the engine pulled
out the: Sherifi was organizing a
posse, Qut it was with small hope oi
doing ‘ary good that he called upon
all good citizens to come to his aid,
as the detour added ten miles to the
jourmey.

It was just at this  juncture that |
Creston came along in his auto.

“Can I help?’”’ he asked as he stop-
ped beside the track.

*“That might go faster = than the
horses,”’ responded the sheriff dub-
iously, “but it can’t run cross ecoun-
try; and they would be half way to
the border before we could catch up
to wheres they left the engine.  We
can’t ride our horses across the rail-
road bridge; we've got to go by the
road.”’

Creston jumped out and caught up
a strip of moulding off .one of the

freight cars standing useless on the |

track. He measured the width be-
tween the rails and = with.a shout
darted toward the aute. He laid
the moulding across the front whéels
and ‘then flung it down' as he ripped
out a. knife and began ‘to cut  the

{'tires.

““You’ll never get. through those
sandy - roads “with - the. tires off,”’
shotted the sheriff
ward to- prevenf
stru

“ work of de-

; i d0n't\wa.nt to." laughed Cres-

| power

little | the track and eased up on the curves

StHey

i thirty miles an hour.

seemed to be |

{the hog-back began, and

As soon as the bank | the men gave a
“the ‘tender.

vspeed of the car to

It was surmised that the |
somewhere |
nearest |
{as the car came slowly up.

|now, -and presently

he darted for-

{ the trestle_Creston turned - on - the
and the huge car shot for-

ward. There was plenty of “bite’’ to

{the wheels and they ro!led along the

railsas - if-they were-"their regular

~mode of pregress.

‘Creston ‘was fairly familiar with

‘like an experienced _engineer, Four
miles beyona the village they came
into a straight, and as they did so
the posse cheered, for there, not
: three miles ahead, was the engine.
From the cloud of smoke pouring
out of the stack, it was e-idént that
experienced railroad = -men were
aboard, for they were keeping up

steam and were rattling apout at
But-the car
was doing better than that. In three
minutes they were within rifle shot
and the bullets began to whizz over
their heads, though . the shots were
wikd. Once or twice they had to

tduck as a whistling noise told that

the bullets were flying lower. Now
the posse. was unlimbering and the
spat of the riftes mingled the sharp

| explosions of the engine.

Four miles beyond the grade over
Creston
smiled. He knew he would have the
advantage of the heavy ireight en-
gine now.

The gang saw it too, and eight of
them ranged themselves. upon the
rear of the tender and began a per-
fect fusilade., One man back in the
tonneau was struck, but they had
the satisfaction of seeing threc of
their opponents go sprawling back on
the coal and a moment later one of
leap and fell from

He 1la; across the track and it was
{all ‘Creston could do to check the
avoid rumming

over him. T.ey stopped not ten feet

'away, and as the sherifi sprang out

along side of the track he swung his
hat.

“It’'s-Biller himself,”” he announced
‘“Some
one caught him right through the

He laid the dead man. .beside the
It was thre¢e minutes be-
fore they came within range again,
but the fight was out of the gang
a bullet sped
through the cab and -hit the en-
gmeer

The engine slowed down and the
men started to gerafiile . from the
tender with the evideht intemtion of
taking to the brush, but there were
only four able to fight. In a minute
it ‘was all. over.

Ten minutes more and they had
headed the auto in the reverse diree-
tion, and with one of the posse in
the ¢ab they started back to Win-
gate, picking up the body of the
leader on the way.

The lgot was ihtact ahd as the big
red car - slipped into the station
ahead of the engine Jason Hughes
pressed forward.

““Did you get them?”’ he demanded,
trembling with excitcment.

“Fvery one of them—and the
money,”’ was the respopse as Creston
sprang to the station:platform. ‘‘Are
you willing to admit ‘that an auto-
mobile is a~handy thing?”’

For answer the banker turned to
the girl standing behind him and sil-
ently placed her hand in Creston’s.
The crowd was pressing about the
engine, and he stooped and kissed

the upturned lips.
(Copyright, i.uvo, by K. A. “nnehead)
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