ports his shoulders.
leaning backward need
Bffort, and ~—=*

se the

reque

se then
but lkﬁe

face.
/for the Test of
~hould ‘be uncov-

lowpd to

“When the inv

loot-bath rray be*gil . a und
thes, and often proves soot
1 even induce gleep when other rem-
es prove of no avail,  The patfent,

ying on the pack, bends the knees up,

d the feet ‘are then immersed i the .

fO t bath up to the ankles. - To.dry them
towel is held above the foot-bath, and
e feet are received in its folds whﬂe
the bath is withdrawn.
ln fllness no detail is unimportant that
an add to the comfort of the sufferer
B the Slightest degree. Crumbs in the
bed are among the minor miseries, and

o remove them there is-nothing better-

fhan a whisk-bropm. When fanning &
k person -the action should be pere
med with regularity

300D QUALITIES OF SALT

* Besides being an essential part of the
pulinary art, salt has many other uses
berhaps not  generally known. Salt
Eleanses the palate and furred tongue,
nd a gargle of salt and water is often
efficacious. A pinch of salt on the
ftongue, follow ed ten minutes after by a
drink of cold water, often cures a.sick
headache. Salt hardene the gums, makes
e teeth white and sweetens the breath.
1t added to the wdter in which cut
wers stand keeps them fresh. Salt
ised dry, in the same maoner as snuff,
Swill do much to relieve colds, hay fe-
Bver, etc. - Salt in warm water, if used
{or bathing tired eyes, will be found
Wery refreshing. Salt and water will
Pstop hemorrhage from tooth extraction.

1 be able top

ing, and .~

Symes

Treatment for Pimples

‘Will you m\r- me, “n‘-uzn vour mﬂ\lmn.

appear-

the eves, and

jes of tiie nose.

ntinuaily, and are very hard.
it seem to De any substance
1 hard IHittle spot. 1 shall

1 for a_remedy that will

2 A«:Juble Yours thankfully.
Mrs, J, L.
Trom yeour description, I judge that
» troubled with whiteheads, and
¢ the fcllowing treatment:

| huehe‘tds (Acne Molluscum).

ed acne. with the point of a
dle. The hardened mass
or pricked out. The empty

nd should then. be bathed

of carbolic
ter. St ze the needle befors
it by dipping it into boiling water,

77
JVart on Her Nose
I Please answer the followm
yiux“".rp“‘ convenience = 8. queries at
1at will remov
of ‘the nose e e a wart from the side

What is the cause and cure for fallin,
h.ur when the scalp is clean and thfea hlalf'
splitting on the ends? Also, Is there a sea-
son of the vear when the hair falls out?

y loucwing e wart with a silver

If this does not cause it

disappear, try the application for

;vgguh I am giving you the formula be-

h;lhr re 1s (ften a natural fa\ling of the
i Tir

cess w.hn 1t reason. The tendency tO

&plit and break is also an indication of

#a disordered scalp. In some cases this
sult of an internal trouble, and

need a_tfonic to bujld up your

e system. Have the ends of your

Phair thoroughly singed or trimmed, and
fthen apply the
P Eiving-you formula.

Wart Eradicator.

Sublimed sulphur, 120 grams; glycerin, §
ﬁu{d ?rams acedtlc acid, gl flutd gr‘:'u:n
pply repeatediy for several days. The
B warts then dry up and drop off. % i

For Falling Hair.

Cologne, 8 ounces; tincture of canthar=-
ides, 1 ounce; oil of English lavender, oif
B of rosemary. % dram each.
Apply to the roots of the hair once OF
twice a day. It is positively» necessary
& that the scalp should be kep* clean. -Shame
Poo at least once a week,
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, Clements Willis.)

while—after he
toved  Muth.
a man  for . any
for .that matter; |
skinnéd, and’ with |
that was: irresist-
ned as she was to the
< of the men she had
rs, -cowboys, prospects
sentle cotrtesy thrilled
and through *until that
v- when MeGill rode

. Diamond Dot ranch.
had come, Iresh _from
| had been ‘her ideal of
his dashing ‘ways and
. the saddle. He was
ased to find he had ‘&
comnmunicated to  him
r)m home ranch, andigrh
to claim his own §mg~J

little

ta

s blustery: manner ﬂxd
Juanita as strongly
admired his dar-

it she

successful ;oni the |

He knew M‘Lt was a w"i’ldnat amf thro

to fight it oﬂ_ The

“had become tangled in. ihe

heavy leather of the coat, and he was
safe as lo'ng as he could hold his

*’&s' pony, frightened by the, sereech- called

the cat, boundeﬂ :forwanl and

’-E@use amd Juanita was bending over
him with = tearsstained fwe, “Ted,
dear,”’ she wmspereé ‘4T ‘was. afrdid
you were going 1o die before: 1 could
tell you how sorry - wa.s that I
! you a coward.!’!

A man di - die becme his
arms ache,’’ he said with & flickering |

Teddy frankly cehfess- | oat ¢

v to pick coins  from
hen his horse was going
she realized that her
feet of clays

pretty trick,” he a.dmtt—
lv. ‘“Fve seen it dotle bo-
« Wild West shows, you

i never tried i$.’"
;_u\\,,” Ul'gal MCGHI
i‘n '.'
of the fact thqf,%a
coun is | tiwventys “miles
I think F11 tﬁk'e the kind-
rse first2” laughed Muth.
I’ve been -msed to these|
unting -~ saddles, -and ‘these

near-

too strange to be ex‘pm‘i- t

“ith a laugh, went o with
v of horsemanahip

1d he sou.ght J
m to xide. :
ith yous' 3
oing riding wiﬂl
thought you nad, r
norning,’ he P €
said 1'd thmlqubuut«ﬂ

you Suppo;
‘ushing eyes

paﬁt hun

th drew hm&eﬂf'

been
da
hibit
lenge

a sinki
00, he

too,
the

ranch
For

mar
Wi

Nne

H(\ he

but
to ‘\
thei

ent that, personally, he was

oM

T

to
hour

sider
less i

He might challe'neéf ”ﬁﬂ‘ﬂtto 5
foothall contest—he had:
ain of nls
WO\.‘I only make matters

He
ites, and then rose aﬁ»,m@mr
'2‘4\ corrali

ing laugh as she urged her com-
on: to greater
tould not know that her
nisked an aching heart of that she
: already sorry she hsd spoken.so ¥
trossly 2t =
S narhng under the sense of defeat

¥a

Na

ace

to 1

s racing side by side, and

od  hecatse
- were otfier stardards than her

ask forgiveness.
ddy  did not

in 1}

her .

to 1
of +

old

et

'i:.‘
and

Cogat

the .
ot o
of A

Whep,.

Was i

N

struck. - For the
i upen him that ¥ L1
on had been intended a8

, himself,. or rathet

'mmt hg g
d loste casi&"
resented his? IngpINES

hoaster

a tenderfoot
friends among

d enjoyod their

to muht while they

: polite to the mm
employer’s ruest, itiwas

-.mnml silently for, twenty min=
For merém
his smoke :clouds 'silvered

1 of the problemi which. con-
ed him, ‘but the more he con.
«d the situation the. mor

seemed to bocomq

worse.  He
run an automobilé raémg
but there wasimo: chence for
{-m\or ear on the Bﬁndy trails.
ccemed to be mo ‘way. in which
wM turn his

nents ‘to good sccount here
He could only wait und

‘varsity

that something -would turn up |:

mdno_

‘ hvpe-

mlﬁom- 2

the moonlight while he sought some|

“him a chanee to rehabilitate |

[ in Juanita’s eyes.  One thing|
crtain, he would not abandon |

till some one else led her to the

r the brow of the hill came two
in .
till air he could hear Juanita’s |’

endeavor. = He
laughter

had spoken in anger. She rgal-
cn her ride with Ba!dy (rick-]
of his luxuriant
th of ecurly hair) that perhapsi

She was reaay to tell him so:

Khow thxs and
ing the ashes from his pipe he
toward the house and to bed..
ta. coming in, found that he
ne, and in the morning - only
liteness greeted Math when ho
to breakfast.
weeks that followed were d'lS-
for )mrh Teddy found some sol-

“iding, and the horses allotted 4

were given plenty .of exercise
days. Juanita went about
"X in silent fashion, too proud
the first to break the Teserve
liteness ;"tog hurgry for the
npanignship to ﬁnd pleasure in
’HH()!\
= vinds were keon on the plo,ms;
Feddy found his' olds automobﬁe
'dle. the heavy lea
cntting wind as no amo
| would have dona.
fa  sniffed contemptuohd
" Muth crossed the sitting

most comfortab}etgnmﬁ' ind 4o

"Never ‘mine’ me,”” harsh]y “Im
not* countin’ any  more. And dad
he's oﬁ You can look in the enbm
an JSee.”

i Tom’s face had grown pale.

““What’s the matter, Liza 2"
pleaded,
- ‘“He's not——"" the girl began, when '
the boy bque in WJth “Dad’s up to

2 Q, be.jimedmm

“Ths,nk you e 'l‘om tumed agam
to Liza, hut what he saw in her face
‘made him whirl and dash away into |
“the woods. The girt watched hinrun-
til he 'was out of sight, then went
 into the eabin.

/Oh, Dave,”. she moaned,
dxd’ you teu him for. I knew dad

uge Hill, but didn’t want
Tgm to find Out."_

‘ “‘Why mot ?” wondermgly
he your beau ?’ :

“Dave !’ sharply ““‘don’t you
ever hint that again. Tom Betts is
an . officer;- though 1 —I never ~once
s'pected it before ; an’ riow he's gone
after dad.” *

S Dad, ain’t done nothin’.”

Wy Know he ain’t. But folks said

that Jim DBrown didn’t ’low ‘to do
nqﬂ'ain ciexeept - in- fun; an’ he ain’t
never come back any more, An’
there's Jed Willson, who got chased
by officers. He never dared- mme
Fround afterwa.rd,". 3

“Won't..dad ~ever come back nuy
more ?2’" asked the boy, his ‘tone of

y 3

”Ain’t

niles to Serouge Hill
can fotéh it befo

1 remarked that -the house
ng to smell

‘more like ,a“f“n

n’ﬁ m save two ‘miles ;by 'in'

"what. ¢

“|intermittently. It was ‘a -

girl “was not rwastmt ‘now:

e | Her. hea.d had hlien back upon his

-(By Arthur Boltonw‘ ood)

Larkin’s attitude towards xst—
mo:s was’admirably exemplified in " a
little conversation he once had witl’
ong: of his cﬁents, who' was'vvainly
endeavoring to imbue, him thh sthe
proper Yule-tide splnt ;

Well,’” said this self-app"t‘m;fed
misaibnary in philosophic conclusion;

Chnstmas cpmea but once &

W

(3

not tntil the train was ﬁnall\ dnder

way «id his )rrltablhty lessen; anmdt

then only ‘at the thought -that with

every ‘revolution of the: wheels  theéy

wer leaving Christmas—the Christ-
loathed swith all his. bems-—v

ain drew O\Tt of the mtv and

hat o‘v'er his é’Sfes, seltled: backam

| hiz seat and ‘dozed comfortably,¥Oc-Hphey made

casionally He opened his eyes tohote.

i the rapidly increasing downfall< of

‘snow and to listen momentaridy  to
the doleful. howliig = of the Hsing
wina which was making itself heard
above the rear of the train. Then
he would sink back and dose ggain |

chaerless’ ride, and he was aware of
a sense of relief when' darkness came
and the pqrter lighted the lamps:

‘1. At 8 oleloek he went into the din-
‘ling car and seated himself at one uf
the -little tables.

drew’ a. com
tho

‘He
from 'his- pocket and laid it on’

I cloth:

stick and, usmg this as a crutch,
managed to  make .some prog-rass
But it was slow, and the pain in-

Then she tried
to. creep.

Her mind was begmnmg to wander
a little. She fancied the bill was re-
ceding instead of .coming nearer; and
that she mmm mm on; for-

e

Bm: at. last. ' she- heard the‘ hoof-
bea.ts of an. appfoachi’ng ‘horse. ' Per-
haps it was a neighbor. She would
As‘md him ta warn her father.  The|
treacaerous Tom Betts woul'd be out‘
witted, aftor alli

‘As. he drew near she called out,
and ‘a moment later felt herself lifted
gently to the saddle. With a sigh of
Mhankfulness she opened her eyes and
saw Tom Betts. £
< ‘“‘How did you get fmre g o he ask-
ed.

She  struggled -to [ree herself But
was held firmly.

““I wanted to warn dhd‘ ‘she’ gasp—-
‘ed, her face growing white with pain
and horror; “but now. .tt s too late
Oh; Tom ! how couldayou ;
" For a moment he

f

ing ‘her close.

A Rut ’t isn’t ’fof nly oﬂeha" :
wd

‘round.: He'll naturally take: _mﬂ'x Ak

creased with each-step. At last she’
* ‘I'sank down cxﬁausted.
he

‘‘an’ where is your father 2'" |

{worry.

ot |made up the guota. Everyone

“Sam,” said he to the Walter, who

appr‘oached with ~a grin of nnnnmxs
cheerfulness, ‘‘put that half-dollafr’in’
your pocket and: don’t let me “hem'
a “merry Christmas’ out of you.’
' The ‘waiter stared.,‘'Al right, sah.
Thank you, sah,” he added, but. in’
his. eyes was ‘a curious oxpression’
that said as plainly as words, “What.
manner of man-is this.?”’

After dinner Larkin smoked a soli:
tary eigar in the smoking compart-
ment and.then read his magazme:
stolidly.  Late in the .evening, when
heiclimbed- into”  his berth, the wind
was_ howling fearfully outside and the
train was bumpmg along sltowly.

' Christmas morning broke gray . .and
bléak and di . The storm' lrgd de-
veloped - inte a veritable blizzard. Tt
howled and raged and piled ‘the
snow  into huge | drifts. The train
moved at a slow pace. The conduc-
tor looked worried.

' Larkin ate his . Christmas break—
fast in the dining car. They should
have reached -the junction where - he
‘took the branch train for the Little
Otter camps at 9 o'clock. But 9
'o'clock . found them poking along
through the: woods seventy—ﬁve miles |
below the junction. Larkin thought
highly pmbable that the branch
{ine would be snowed up, but: ‘this.
trifling point caused him no’ great
The main thing was to, es-
cape Christmas, and in this he seem-

There were few passengers left. in
ly had succeeded admirably. ’
his car—a rather pretty girl, an

looking men, beside ;Arkin himself,
e‘-
It Was

laoked anxious.

1ot foolish -
into, the smoking compartment and |

“| Christmas - with a wmgance——md

a1

lable. " T'll

‘{lowed.  Before he knew it,
Jreaught ‘the spirit of the thing;

" lfor it here m‘my suit cases
2 Miss Carey

{car, and

dreary 7

elderly  couple: and two. ordinary

)mo
i dws dwelt in my heart.”

pul!ed oux his watch.

{gave the brakeman an hour

back from z fefile attempt to reach

exhausted. St
’nte people: in- hxs car began to
chatter nndtouskallsorts

This was a ' quiet

Yighted g cigar.
eed
it -was a trifle too quiet. = He was
tgrowing somewhat bored. He finish-
ed his cigar and went inta the car
again: “Something was either hap-
+pening: or abeut 40 happen; as ‘the
 car was. ‘quite full._ It was apparent,
'that for some’ re&son the passeng-
ers from the other two  sleepers had
crowded into this one. Three-child-
ren »pra.nced about and Seeined pleas-|
antly excited over something. Lar-
Kkin scowled. :

As he made his way up the car,
tho rather pretty girl, whom he had

ing, ‘came down. she iste . ‘awd “Stood

Ghrxsimte s’hould be spoiled in -tais
gve. some eandy and’. a

to my - little

these to the

them, :hnyvvay.- . The

torm & ther: considerations’’

—he ‘looked squarely into the: grey

eyes-—"mak “them :“extremely desir-
be very glad if you 11 let
me help.”
“Goodl’
“Come ont?’
-Larkin followed her: to the group.
atthe other.end of the car, and &

series of hila.rious m,troducmons fol-
he had

“and
and

she said’ empha;ticgpy.

was oEermg‘ saggcsuons rlﬁh‘-

. #We mxght have a tree.”” he. sald
‘tentattvekv, and the " -three children
| shricked with: dehgh -

53 4 have the: candles and the tmse;
san

“Phat settled xt Larkin donn
coat, § on' & [pair
from ’m?@;hse bqrrbwedmsg
tm‘;n the emevgvency ‘box, and”

5 A g eSenuJ e

back W1‘lfh ‘sHapely. little hem+

lock; which was set in one end of the
through the combined = ef- |
torts of everybody ~was decorated |
with the candles and. tinsel..

on a slip of paper and hand it
Mr: Larhm while I get out the pre—
sents,””  Miss. Carey commanted: |
You'll ail get a present, W she added
laughi Byl

ngltlhnfnﬂch jolly laughter the pre-|
sents werg hung on the tree and  the
little candles .  lighted. - Meanwhile,
Larkin, the hater of Christmas and |
all things connected with it, had vel-
unteered to officiate as Santa Claus,
and they - rigged him up absurdly. |
some flowing  whiskers
of rope; they powdered
‘his hair with flour brought from - the|
dining . car; from some mysterious
source a. box of rouge was produced,
and-his cheeks took on a ruddy hue|
beneath Miss' Carey’s deft fingers.

“lveryone  —was invited—the train|
ferew, the porters and the cooks and |
 waiters {rom the dining car. Before
the presents = were distributed there
was an nnpromptu entertainment.
The fireman in gnm) ‘overalls sang,
“0 Promise me;’”’ in a throaty tenor;
oné of the ordinary looking men, who
answered to the name of Jones,
| cited ‘“Three Kings,”' and Miss Carey
led: them in singing ‘‘Hark! the Her-

irom a piece

T .arkin bounced in through the door,
 followed by & swirl of very realistic

jous as he called for the presents.

red candy-dog, and then, to the hys-
terical delight of the'three children,
proceeded to bite off the/tail amid a |
series of well executed growls.

The tree had just been stripped of
its last present, when ‘there was a
commotion outside. The ‘conductor |
.ran out and returned: with the cheer-
ing news that the plows and. a gang
of men had arrived, and that the
track was open.

ery one was chatting pleasantly. Lar-
kin managed to slip into a scat be-
side Miss Carey. They laughed and
talked happily and discovered they
_{had ‘many mutual acquaintances- in
town. The more Larkin looked into
_the light of those grey eyes the more
he felt that he had heretofore walked
in darkness.

The storm diminished in force, and
presently a streak of blue sky show-
ed on the western horizon. The train
was moving slowly through an open
country, and the junction where he
‘was to chaunge cars was only ten
mimites away, Larkin leaned toward
the girl and spoke earnestly.

“I - never realized _Dbefore
Christmas meant,”’ sa:d he.
have found it for me.’

She laughed lightly.

“And,’” he went on, "I want you
to help me find every Christmas here=
after—forever.”

The’ girl started and flushed.

g § k‘now it sounds ridiculously ab-
rugt, “he - said, “‘but what does
{time matter ? I may have known
you minttes or years or eons: -T do

that unrecognized vau “have

what
‘“You

'H:&grl looked seuchingly at his,

-said

g’/ to you next - week,

~back in town;"’ he de-

‘the station: THey were back in for-
: t.y thinutes, hnlf-!tozen a.nd ‘well nigh

noticed casually ‘earlier in the moin- :

Jeft. e

“Now, everybody write your nameg

"m the face of Providence Who

re- |
ald Angels Sing!’’ Then: Santa Claus |
‘snow, and .the fun grew fast and fur-|

{ The climax was reached when he call |
od off his own name, and held- up a|

When the train started on again ev- |

And wxll yon let gqod mu to—
wards men’ bé your motto when I
comie ¥’ he persisted.

“Perhaps,”” she 8aid, faintly.
‘TThe train came to a st,op before a
ba.re Httle station.

‘‘Baylor’s Junction !”” bawled the
porter, gathering up Larkin’s traps.
Larkin took Hes hand. in-his. -
"Youve upened Up & new

world

I" .Autrxed down the aisle.

Loor he sturned. .. &

' Good-hye everybodyd A lne:-ry~
Christmas™ to you-!’" h;(t sh"wted nx

uberantly. ; ~=3 ' =

(Copyright, 1905, by | neeure. Phillips &
compn; ¥t

At

(By Henry

“No;” Jason Hughes'declamd as he
rose to-his fedt as a sign that the in-
terview was ovef, ‘‘mebes you can
sbeal. pssie away in that tey cart of
yours. but._you can’t have her with
my ﬂa s0.”""

"Burt, you don’t realize that the
gutomdbile is rapidly supplanting
the horse and is found far more une-
iuJ ’? argued Crwton. 4

“ ¢ fts Bilter Himselfs

“\Vell " “yiglded the banker ungrac-
iously, “‘when you can show.me that
that tov is.nseful we'll talk’ about

ve gota lot of work

good ‘morning,"’
bowgd himseH

se,
he

t ‘Besésie Hughes was waltmg for him
on the steps. as: he:came out of the
tba.nk ‘It was evident.that she. did
rnot expect -a favorable am\\ er.

—“‘Just ‘as you said,”’ he explained
!wh(,n they had cleared the little
crowd  about ~the postoffice. ‘‘He
{ thinks that an automobile is a
wasteful extravagance and is flying
sup-
| plied the horse for our use. Says,
{though, that ii'l can prove that an
[nutomoblle is useful I can have his
| consen

He tnul to urge the girl to go
vuthout her father’s consent, but he
knew that she loved the old man too
twell to do such a thing, and after a
IHew arguments they had to content
themselves with waiting.

To Creston there seemed to be
lsmall chance of proving the auto’s
qsefulness in  that  little Western
town where nothing ever -happened,
‘and after six weeks of wgiting he
| had about decided sell the ma-
| chine.
| The objéction of Mr. Hughes
directed against the machine,. not
aoamst himself, and while it might
{ be old-fashioned, surely it were bet-
lter 'to saerifice the high powderel
machine than Bessie.

Then the Biller gang came to Win-
{gate and changed thgentire situa-
tion, .The raid was characteristic
While six of them rode into town
land made an attack upon the bank,
! four othérs .took possession, of the
railroad station and the down freight
| standing there. As soon as the bank
had been raided the six men joined
their felloWws at the station and, un-
{ coupling the engine, started ofi.
|~ The railroad ran straight across
| the river from Wingate, but the road
I'made a dip down to a lower and
1safer level. It was surmised that the
gang had fresh horses somewhere
along the line, and as the nearest
town of any size was forty miles to
the west, they would have plenty of
time to change the horses before the
cut telegraph wires could be fixed
and help summoned from there.

Ten minutes after the engine pulled
out the Bherifi was organizing a
posse, bt it was with small hope ol
doing ‘any good that he called upon
all good citizens to come to his aid,
as the detour added ten miles to the
jourmey.

; It was just at this ' juncture that
| Creston came along in his auto.

“Can I help?”’ he asked as he stop-
ped beside the track.

““That might go faster than
horses,”’ responded the sheriff dub-
iously, ““but it can’t run cross coun-
try; and they would be hali way to
the border before we could catch up
to wheres they left the engine. -~ We

to

was

|
|

road bridge;
road.”’ =

Creston jumped out ‘and caught up
a strip of moulding off one of the
freight cars standing useless on the
track. He measured the width be-
tween the rails and with.a shout
darted toward the auto. He laid
the monlding across the front whéels
and ‘then flung it down as he ripped
out a knife and began to cut the
tires.

“You'll never get = through those
\sandy - roads " with the. tires off,”
shonted the sherifi as he darted for-
ward fo-prevent work of de-
struction. .

“ don’t.want to,” laughed - Cres-

the

can’t ride our horses across the rail-|
we've got to go Dy the_

CRESTON AND THE AU’T? ;

Mundorﬂ )

ton, ‘I guess we can fake the rails,
too. We can try it,” anyway.’’

in a flash  they saw his purpose
and with a will they pushed and
handled until the auto wheels were
adjusted to_the Lracf, Fhe groovcs
were deep and held, and in another
moment the sherifl was pu,l\mg his
men from the posse.

‘Seven of -the best shots packed

* He Announced”

tonneau, the
the seat beside
honk of the

themselves into the
sheriff  spramg to
{Creston, and with a
horn they were off.
i ‘They ran “carefully = across the
bridge; but once on the other side of
the trestle Creston furned - on - the
power and the huge. car shot for-
ward. There was plenty of “*bite’” to
the wheels and they rolled along the
rails-as  if-they were-“their regular
mode of proegress.

Creston ‘was fairly familiar with
the track and eased up on the curves
like an experienced _enginecr, Four
miles beyona the villadge they came
into a straight, and as they did so
the posse 3 for there, not
three miles ahead, was the engine.

From the cloud of smoke pouring
out of the stack, 1t was e.idén
experienced railroad -~men
aboard, for they were Keeping up
steam and were rattling apout
thirty miles an hour. But-the car
was doing better than that. In three
minutes they were within shot
and the bullets began to whizz over
their heads, though the shots were
wild. Once or twice they had to
duck as a ‘whistling noise told that
the bullets were flying lower Now
the posse was unlimbering and the
spat of the riftes mingled the sharp
explosions of the engine

Kour miles beyond the
the hog-back began, and
smiled. He knew he would have
advantage oI the heavy
gine now.

The gang saw it too, and eight of
them ranged themselves upon the
rear of the tender and began a per-
fect fusilade, One man back in the
tonneau was struck, but they had
the satisfaction of seeing threec of
their opponents go sprawling bacK on
the coal and a moment lat ne of
the men gave a leap
"the tender.

He lay across the track and
all Creston could do to check
speed of the car to avoid running
over him. T.ey stopped not
away, and as the sherifi sprang out
along side of the track he swung his
hat.

““It’s-Biller himself,”’ he.announ d *
as the car came slowly up. ““Some
one caught him right through the
throat.””

He laid the dead man. .beside the
track and once more the auto shot
forward. It was thre¢ minutes be-
fore they came within range again,
but tbe fight was out of the gang
now, -and presently a bullet sped
through the cab and  hit the en-
gineer.

The engine slowed down and the
men started to seramible . from the
[tender with the" evideht intemtion of
taking to the brush, but there were
only four able to fight. In a minute
it ‘was all. over.
| Ten minutes more and they bhad
{headed the auto in the reverse diree-
ttion,. and with one of the posse in
ithe eab they started back to Win-
| gate, picking up the body of the
leadeér on the way.

The lgot was intact ahd as the big
|red car - slipped into the station
’ahead of thé engine Jason Hughes
pressed forward.

“Did you get them?’’ he demanded,
trembling with excitcment.

“Yvery one of them—and the
money,”’ was the respopse as Creston
sprang to the station: platform. ‘“Are
you willing to admit that an auto-
mobile is a~handy thing?”’

For answer the banker turned to
the girl standing behind him and sil-
ently placed her hand in Creston’s.
The crowd was pressing about the
engine, and he stooped and kissed

the upturned lips.
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