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January 26, 1916 (HI)

Alberta Directors’ Report
The following report was presented to the annual convention 

of the U.F.A. by Vice-President H. W. Wood
Your Board of Directors rlrrM et the le»t rue 

«cation a ml your Kirmtiw I’ommittee W« to 
rcfutrl >■ follows:

It ia with sincere regret that we here to riquirt 
for the second"yeer in »u> cession the lose of a |>resi 
dent of this association thru death. We have, at 
the same time, to mourn the lose of yet another of 
our colleagues ia the person of fleorgc los(. of 
Varna» director for the Kdmontua district. Both 
Mr S|*eakman and Mr. I .eng were mainstays of 
the organised farmers in this province before must 
of us had entered the Aghl, and were actively en 
ea*eU jn the work liefore the I' F A was organised 
In the death of these two men, your directors feel 
that the association has list two of its must aide 
workers and staunchest friends.

As your hoard have not met since the death of 
Mr. Kpt-akn.aii. hie place _J|ga Sul been Ailed, but 
F f Clare, of Vorth Edmonton. the former director 
for that constituency, was appointed at our Hop 
leather meeting to All the vacancy caused f.y the 
death of Mr. Long

Mr Apeahmaa's Work
Ksrty in the year, year directors had derided 

that in view of the man; important problems re 
•lulling our close and constant attention it would 
tor advisable that our chief esecutive ofAcer, who 
also held the (osiition of chief organizer Is asked 
to devote the whole of hie time to this special work 
in the f'entrai Of Are, and la response !.. SWT request 
the late Mr. Hpmhmaa moved from hie home at 
IVnhubl to Calgary on April 10 last, remaining in 
residence there until hie death on lbo-ember 91. 
dome of hie work while at the ofAcc is already 
known to yon thru the medium of the circulars and 
articles from hie pen, published from time to time 
ia the Alberta section of our ofAeial organ, the 
tlrwia 11roarers* liable, end the daily preen At the 
time of hie death Mr. bpeokmaa was engaged in 
gathering information for su ia the solving of 
many of our most important problems Just how 
far lw had succeeded in this work will new never 
he known, end needless to any hie sadden (essai a g 
away so close to the lime of our annual convent lee,

taking, with him hie ideas and much of hie iafor 
mat ion oa these various subjects, has seriously 
interfered with the preparation of this and other 
reports.

1 luring the year your Hoard of Directors has held 
live full meetings, and your Ksecutive Committee 
has also held Ave meetings la addition. As far as 
l-nssible our meetings have been timed to ft in witlh 
those of the <"o ojieralive Elevator t'uinpoay, and 
joint meetings between the officers of the two or 
gaailhiioae for the discussion of various matters 
have taken place on several occasions.

Agreement with the Elevator Company
line of the Aral problems confronting your direr 

tors was the carrying out of your wishes as es 
pressed at our last convention in regard to the 
establishment »f a co operative wholesale depart 
meet Your directors went lato this matter very 
carefully and tried to consider it from all view 
points The spirit of the resolution was obviously 
to provide f..r the establishment of a eo-operative 
wholesale society which would be owned and cun 
trolled by the members of the t' f A thru its local 
union» Your directors are of the opinion that the 
organiratfoa is not vet snfAcieatly far advanced to 
offer any considerable prosper! of success in suck 
an undertaking at the present time. It might also 
l«e pointed out that early ia the veer an important 
meeting of the managers and provincial secretaries 
of the western farmers' organisations look place 
and an outline was drawn up for a closer under 
standing among all our organisations in roan action 
with their co operative purchases with a view to 
arrive at sums standard avaient fur carrying on the 
work and to («reveal unnecessary overlapping as 
well as creeling a more effective purchasing power 
The committee working on this plan has made con 
aiders hie i rognas, and it is hoped that a definite 
outline. will be agreed upon shortly, when it will 
be submitted to all the orgaairaliooa eoaeeraod 
Meanwhile year directors with a view to carrying 
it out as far as circumstances would permit, after 
a series >.f meetings with the esecutive and board 
of the Albert» Farmer. ' Co-operative Elevator Cbm

pa in, entered into a contract with that coinpauy to 
art as purchasing agent for our unions. The main 
terms of this agreement were forwarded to you by 
circular letter last spring

The Be mount Question
At the request of several of our unions this mat 

1er was considered by us and a memorial was 
drafted, with certain recoofUicedations and for 
warded to the Minister of Militia. This memorial 
was published in The fluids at the time. The lion 
bam Hughes congratulated us verv highly oa our 
"very temiwralc and intelligent memorandum an 
horses ” and went on to say that our suggestions 
were "splendid " The minister claimed that he 
was entirely in sympathy with our views, and that 

had. in fa. t exactly coincided with his from 
the start This was early la March last, a ad we 
not unnaturally concluded that some Improvement 
might mnke itself evident in the near future, but 
such was not the case la July, therefore, another 
letter was addressed to the Minister of Militia. 
The aa|dy in this caae came from Senator leiugheed, 
acting minister, expressing the hope that "a satis 
factory answer would hr secured from the govern 
went at an early date." Will nothing developed, 
and in Kept cm her nnother letter was addressed to 
the Minister of Militia The reply oa this occasion 
came from an ofAeial of the hcedv|uartere of the 
militia council. This letter, dated Kept ember 23, 
Stated that the f'aaadiaa government waa then oat 
of the business, and referred un lu the Huljsk He 
mount I'smamisa, whom he understood realsm 
(dated purchasing thraool Canada ia the future 
A letter was at ooce addressed to the British Ke 
mount 1‘ommlaslsa, and a reply received ee October 
S le the effect that the commission had arranged for 
all the horses of the duality it required and had no 
wish to rstead lie purchases The correspondence 
in regard to this question throws inlereetlng light 
ee the mailer, and may be tehee ns a fair example 
of hew difAcell it m to secure reforms which the 
gov crament or department responsible Is net S a slews 
to give
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