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THE DESIRE OF NATIONS.

“I will shake all nations and the desire of all bforethisw wsaccomplished rough seats
nations shall come.”

“In Bethlehem of Judea.”

“There went forth a decree from (aesar Augus- for worsuio,

tus that all the world should be eurolled. ; : : .
thr- “; - ol 4 .
Margin of English Version. e Jrats the interior was fivisbed.

verr or two to finish the ourside —and

were arran Zod so that 1t could be used

Iu the course of two or

Thbis building fori%s time, was a credi-
Once, on the Imperial Palatine,
¥ Those arches of its pride around,
I strove that chamber to divine
Where once Augustus might be found, | years ago this building was enlarzed

Setting Lis sigoet to a scroll ! v
‘ DY a piece, sixt st
That all the nations should enroll. / L z ven feet, being added to

table one, and, with its galleries, scated
quite a large audinc:. Twenty-three |

its length ; a tower erected aud a well-

The parblind depot never kivew .Lonni«i bell piaced i, With this end
That what he did forevermore n view as little expense as possible
Shuul'nl- nutllud the world-wide nativns has I,%,, of late yeurs oxpo-nt]vd upon
That tltnjx:‘t”lf’cl‘&;_;u of Cloud was closed, it. and about a year and a half avo the
And Numa and bis nymph deposed. congregation decided’ te “arise and

’Twas but his whim : 'twas done,’ twas o’er ;

build.”  In September last the corner
stone was laid; the building put up,
and the outsid= and basement immedi-

As o’er the parlor’s chequered board
The ivory troops are moved at will,
So Caesar sees his sov’reign word
All lands with baste and motion fill: o
He dreams not that bis own proud band ately completed.  The old building was
Moves at a mightier Lord’s cocmmand. sold and the purchasers mnade three

He dreams not, he whose nod isdeath, tenements of it. Tuoe latrer part of

Far off, the Syrian bills amd,
There 18 w mard of Nazare b,

In a poor joiner's cottage hid, |
For whom be sets the world asur; ‘1shed.
For Him that sball be born of her.

tthis summer, work was again resuwmed

and the interior ot the auditorium fin-

THE EDIFICE. )

The buildwg 8 thirty six by -fifty-six
| feet, with tower fourteen by fourteen.
{ The busement contains a Vestry for S.
l School, lectures, social meetin.s, etc.,

and two class rooms. The entrance is

. ) from the front, and the auditorium, |
W bere scepterel satraps own his sway; | | . )
Where Danube’s fierce barbarians are, | Which is thirty-six by forty-four feet,

Where Rbone and Rbine pursue their ) and capable of seating t#o bundred

To Sp;:y:nd Britain sound the call, and fifty persons, 18 reached by stairs
on either side of the pulpit.’ The plat.

To Parthian’s East and Western Gaul.
form for the use of thechoir isin therear

of the pulpit, thus enabling the audi-
ence to face both the speaker and the
singers. The  ewsare circular in form
and the wood-work of the interior fin-
ished in ash with black walnut trim- |

As stretch the spider’s radiant twines,
So, from bis throne of power and pride,

The bighways spread n tuousand lines
To west and east, afar and wide;

And at their master’s beck—"t1s done ;

Through all the world bis herald’s run.

Gues forth that edict near and far,

It shakes all nations, wonder-fraught :
1t works unseen Jehovah's will,

For thus the peasant maid is brought
From Nazareth to David’s hill ;

And thus it comes—of David’s stem

The Christ was born in Bethichem !

Uplitt his cross—the idols fall ;
Descends the dove—the eagles fly ;
Another Caesar sounds his call
To men and nativns far and nigh,
Proclaiming David’s Son divine :
Christ reigns upon the Palatine.

Hail, Princeof Peace ! bail King of Kings!
Whbo would not bail thy day of birth,
Sunshine with healing in bis wings,
Light, love, and joy o all the earth !
Ouce more let ail men be ¢nrolled.

mings. Three bandsome black walnut
chairs in gothic style and upholstered
with green repp are on the platform in
the rear of a very handsome desk. The
walls are laid off in block work and |
painted in imitation of stone. The
altar, pulpit, stairs and aisles are car-
peted, aud three handsome chandeliers
Thou the One Sbepberd—in one fold. light the audience room splendidly.
Bishop Coze.—In Indepeudent The edifice and its appendages eost
- - T $4,404.00. 1t is one of the best built
GRANVILLE FERRY CHURCH. | churches in the Province and presents
Very interesting services in connec- | a very handsome appearance.
tion with the dedication of the new THE DEDICATORY SEBVICE.
Methodist Church at Granville Ferry, As the tones of the 11 a.m. bell died |
Annapolis County, were beld on Sur.- ' away, Rev. 8. F. Huesus, Piesident of |
day, 14th Decr. The Methodist deno- | (e N. 8. Cooference, arose and said : ,
mination has held an important positi- | py .y, y Berove, the scriptures teacn |
on at that place for about balf a cen- | us tb:z _I(ahx'iru wlrcll Plemdn::":: tb(‘,v.e ]
tury. A litle more thas fifty years | I P | Ok Sy he Templo of
ago, Rev. Messrs. Williams, Pickles, | 5i1omon with bis glory and how in the |

Joll, DesBrisay and Banister were the | Second Temple be manifested. himself |
M 3 bers stationed in this | still more gloriously.  Let us not doubt
SINOIint PRERCEEIE | that be will approve oar pur[)ou: of dedi- |

Provioce. The circuits Wwere very | cating this bouse fur the performances of
large, ewbracing two or three Cousties. ;l::i llt;'te::l ..T,’.'l‘ﬁ:v fﬁtl:eljl‘.fil:ui.n ;::;:l&
These five itinerant preachers, probab- Alwigity God that this godly undertak-
ly, travelled over ground now occupied | ing batb been w‘ h:trhco:: letizd ;uanc!i‘ ;ﬁ |
by wenty or thirty ministers. At the | DIsTer K0 LR D in tois place.
time to which we refer -there was 1o | T'be hymn commencing as follows
place of worship at Grauville Ferry, as ! wi thens WHOG

the setilement was small and no .de-' How lemsant bow divinaly fis,
nomination was strong enough to think | O Lord of Hosts, thy dwellings are.
of erecting one; in fact there were few |  Ppracer was offered by Rev. A. W,
churches in Nova Scotia : thosc that Nicolsbn, ex-President of the N. £.
exnsted belong-d principally to the (ynference. After reading the lessons
Episcopalians and Baptists. Themin- ' the President preachied & very excellent
istrations of these faithful preachers  jiscourse from the words found in Ne-
were attended with gracious revivals, hemiah 2 chap., 20 verse, and 6 chap.
the services being held in the dwellings | 354 15 verse.

of the two or three Methodist families At the conclusion of the sermon, the
living 'n the vieinity. Tbe interest of ' 122 Psaim was read, the President and
the Methodist cause increased so rapid-  Mipisters reading the verses alternate-
Iy, and the necessity for a place of wor- ||y 4

ship hecame so apparent, that au effort \ “op) poygtees of the church then
was pu: forth aod an unused building cxme forward and said :

jurchused and removed to a site near We prosent unt you_this builling, to
the one on which the present edifice o d.dicated as a church for the worship
stands. This building being but about | and service of Almighty God.

twenty by thirty ft. long,soon became too ! The * Declaration” was then read
swall tor the rapidly increasing congre- l by the Presideut, and the congregation
gation. The village also began to ex- | kpelt aud praycr was offered. An ap.
pand and increase in population, and & | propriste hyma and the F)enedict'ion
larger bouse of worship was commenc- | termivated the very interesting service.
ed. This buiiding was thirty by forty At th: opening of the afternoon ser-
feet, two storeys high. It required a vice Rev. F. Beattie, resident Baptist

| sale of the pews took p

minister, led in prayer. R v C. Par-
ker, of Bridgetown preacbed a very in-
teresting discourse from second epistle
of Paul to Timothy, 2nd ebap. and the
last clause of the 3rd verse. At the
conclusion of the sermon, Rev. Mr.
Beattie delivered an excellent address.

In the evening Rev. A. W. Nicolson

. preached an excellent sermon from Zach-

ariah 4th chap. and the la<t clause of
tbe Tth verse. At the elose of the ser-
mon, Rev. W. H. Heartz, Pastor of the
Church, in a few earnest@emarks ten-
dered the thanks of the "eongregation,
1u connection with bis own, to the min-
isters who bad assisted him in a very
interesting opening services about to
close ; to the straugers, of different de-
nominations, present, and to the build-
ing committee on the successful com-
pletion of th.ir labors. In the course
of his remarks he paid a well deserved
cowmpliment to Mr. J. A. Brown, the

(Contractor, for the exe:zllent work. |

manship an.. superiw materials used
in the construction of the church. It
was buili to the entire matisfaction of
the Committee and Trustees.

The congregations at all the services
were large. The choir dis§oursed excel-
lent music: and we may h e remark that
the handsome organ usf
sion vas built by the Agwspolis Organ
Company, at Annapolis a8d kindly loane
ed for the occasion. ;

On Monday at 10 o’clegk, a. m., the
@, and 46 of
dsome sam

g quite a

the 50 were sold for th
of 83,355.00. In thee
large number of the n met
in the church to hear ment of
the building Committes. After devo-

| tional exercises, Rev. Mr. Heartz read |
! the items in connection with the cost |

of the cburch and the amount obtained
from subscriptions, sale of pews, etc,
which showed the wbole indebtedness

| to be only 8404.00. Upwards of $300.

was soon subscribed, and two or three
of the gentlemen present offered to take
the four pews unso!d and furnish the
awount wanted, which was agresd to
by the Trustees, and the church was,
cousequently, declared free of debt, We

, congratulate the Methodist congrega-

tion at Granville Ferry on the pos-
session of such a splendid church
and trust that they may long be spared
to worship the God of their fathers in
it.— Wolfville btar.

—_— g

CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCES.

The Saturnalia were observed in

commemoration of the peaceful and |

happy period in which Saturn flourish-
ed,which the poets bave celebrated as
the Golden Age. Universal joy and
barmony prevailed during the time of
the celebration. No serious business
was permitted ; the schools were closed ;
war ceased ; and all kinds of amuse-

| ment and indulgence prevailed. License
 was unbounded. The lowest slaves bai

a temporary equality with their masters,
who patiently bore every freedom of
remark from their memials, and even
suomitted to the keenest  sarcasws.
Oue day only was at first devoted to
the celebration of tbe festival, but
Augnstus gratified the people with two
additional days of sport and festivity.

The outcroppinzs of the freedom
and license of the Saturnalia are visible
in many forms in Coristian observauces.
Ju ltaly at the present day, wasters
and servants meetat A common Curist-
mas table, and are seated togetber.
Auod among the Euglish aristocracy, at
the tim respeeting which Scott sang
of the Christmas tide, the * huge hall
table”

“ Bore thém upon its surface broad

No wark to part the rquirc and lord.”

The Feasts of Foals and Asses in
France and England were more of
those * Decemb-r liberties’’ born of the
sawe stock. In those grotesque Satur-
nalia every thing serious was burles-
qued ; inferiors personified their super-
iors, and sedate men became frolic som..
In a modified degre2 the idea has come
down through Protestant Euogland and
Puritanical Scotland to modern days.

| ontke ocea- |

The most of our modern Christmas
observances can be traced back ¢o the
old worshi~. of Odin. The names have
simply been changed, and the custom
has received the rite of Christian bap
tism. The Christ-child with his gifts
and marked attendants, 1s a produc: of
the German antiquity. Mistletoe and
hollv, Yule log and Yule caundle are
classed in the same category. Decking
the houses and temples with evergreens
at Yule tide was a Druidical practice.
Holly and wmistletoe were the favorite
hangings. The mistletoe was particu-
larly venerated. TIts berries of pearl
were symbolic of purity, and were thus
associated by them with the rites of
marriage. Chapiets of the mystic How
er were worn about the head, a practice
to which the phrases “ whispering un
t der the mistletoe,” and *“kissine under
the mistletoe,” are alluslons. Our
pagan progenitors also kindled bonfires
upon the hills during this festive sea-
son, and in their homes burned great
logs and a mammoth candle. Hence
the application of these olservances to
the Christmas tide.

The Christmas tree is also of German
origin. Its pagan prototype was the
Ygdrasil, a great tree whose roots were
. hidden deep in the ground, but who<e
| top reached to Wallballa, the old Ger.
! man paradise, where its leaves nourish-

ed the goat upon whose leaves milk
fallen heroes restored th-mselves.
| During the Twelve Nights a fir tree to
| represent the Yydrasil was decorated
{in howor of Berchta, the goddess of
1 Spri!:ig. When Christianity was intro-
 duced in Germauny Christmas usurped
‘[ the customs of the Twelve Nights, aud
the tree of Berchta became the Christ-
! mas tree.  So tne evergreen tree, em-
blematic of spring time, became sym-
| bolical of an eterual spring. No long-
| er the symbol of an heathenish princi-
pal, it has been bourne wherever Ger.
man civilization has penetrated. La-
den with rich varieties of golden fruit
and radiant with light, tﬁ: tree Las
taken root, end now lifts its gay bran-
ches under every sky, flourishing like
amil Norwegian snows and beneath
Italian suns, on the banks of the Neva
and the Thawes, the Hudson and the
Rio Grande. Formerly the distribu-
tion of holiday presents occurred on
St Nicholas Eve, the fifth of Decem-
ber, but in order to invest the festival
with additionil importance in the eyes
of the children it was trausferred t)
Christmas eve.

The EBnoglsbh Curistmas of the pre
sent time is bardlv a shadow of its for-
wer merry, brilhant self, but doubtless
1ts observance is far more ratian:l and
civilized than in the old davs. It was
tut natural that the liberties of such a
merry-making occasion should ran into
licence, especially when the lower-class
| could plead the example of their sup-

eriors in vindication of their own riot-
 ous conduct. Hence we find at quite
an early date proclamations and stat-
ntes regarding Christmas festivities,
and denouncing penalties against the
excesses of the occasion. There 18 no
thing of this rude license now; a pro-
per spirit of decorum prevails among
the high and the low. Tae Christmas
tree throws its mellow radiance over a
quiet bat enjoyable scene.  The Yule.
log, the wassail cup, the rude carol
have disappeared. Even thetraditiin-
a) mistletoe, which hal so mach of ro-
mance and poesy amid its mvstic
leaves, no lon rer looks down upon cov
maidens coquettishly courting the kiss-
es of their present or prospective lovers
One customn, however, still remains,
and so long a< it does there 15 not
wantingz a spicv flavor of the old time
feasting and frolic. The fuvorite dish
at the Christmas dinner 1s a =ousel
boar's hewl, decorated with rosemary
and prickled bolly, which is served up
in great state In former times ¢ the
brngzing 1n of the bour’s heal” was
atter,ded with the most nnpres<ive cor-
emony. Tne custom orizinated, aceor-
dinzs v'f) trovliv (44 (,zl"”l'~ () ‘”‘ff".
Oxf..rd, in eomm-moration of a students
brivery, who, whie reating Aristotle
in one of the wark —of the park, was at
tack:-d hv a wi'd boar, whieh he kil
by rammine the Greek volumne Jown
the anmal’s throat. It is still obsery-
ed amonz the Cori<tmas festivities at
Oxford, when the dish i< brouzht in b
on« of the staleat- who chants an old
balt-Latn ditty :—
* Caput ap 1 leiero 5

R-iadens taud 8 domino.

The boa's heat in band- bring |
Witk garlands Zav and rosemary.
I pray yon all singe mery,

Ql'l"-' s 1l canviy

Nati~n1! Repository for December
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THE STAR IN THE FAS':

I About two bundred and « v arv
five years ago, 1u December ot the \v.xr
1605, the great astronom r K porsaw
a strange sight iu the Leuay ns, —a
sight which occurs only once, or raher
is repeated two or three times a. one

period, once in eight hundrel vears. It
was the conjunction of the.brisht }'an-
ets Jupiter and Saturn, ciose togetber
at one polnt of the heavens. Five
wonthbs later, 1n the following March
the wonder was repeated in a more
wonderful way : Mars joined witu Jupi

ter and Saturn, a fiery tryson i tae

fiery signs, The attention of the whole
astronomical world was call-d to the
sight ; and this seemed to diaw the ,0-

tice to another sight—the appesring of
A new star i the constellation of the

Serpent.  First seen i October, 1604,
it grew more and more brlhiant i it
glowed hke a planet; then 1t lustre

waned, 1ts white hght taraed toveliow,
then to red, grew duller and dimwmer,
and finally, at the end of two vears,
bhad vamshed altegether. I'hese un-
usual oceurrences led Prof. Kepler, who
wias as religious as he was seientific, to
"ithok that they might belp to capiain
the strange star which th: wise wmgn
saw in the east, and how it was that
| the star 1n the east led them to the
| King of the Jews; whethor a conjuuc.
[ tion of planets like this was the star in
| the east, or whether it led them to see,
| and recognize the real star of the east,
| #s this coojunction accompanied the
| new star which Kepler saw 1n the same
| part of the heaveas, a blazing, burning
i world.  The conjunction could occur
but once in eight hundred years ; take
| twic: eight hundred years, aad it
| brings us to within one or two years of
the date of Christ’s birth, the ezact date
of which is unknown. ' Several great

wstvonomers, since Kepler's uay, have
| made the same calculations, Doofeceen

Prichard of the Royal Astronomical So
| ciety, aud Encke; and it rests on as-
| sured grounds, that about the time of
| Christ’s birth in the month of May,

occurred this conjunction of Jupiter

and Satarn, rising about three hours
| pefore sunrise, and therefore seen 1n
| the east.  Suppose these wise men of

Persia, the Far East, seeing this won-

derful sight in their clear skies, had

started on their journey about the end
of May @ it would require at least seven
wouths. Tue planets were obscrved to
separate slowly till the end of July,
wien they slowly drew together ayain,
and were 1 conjunction in S-ptember,
when the wi-e men would bave reached
the nearer E st on the bor lor of tnede
wert. ‘At that time there can be no
doubt that Jupiter would present te
astr nomers a very brilliant spe-ta:le.

It was then at its most briliisut appa-

rition, for it was at its nearest npproach

both to the sun and the earih. The
glorious wpectacle continued almost ac-
altered for several days, when toe plan-

ets again slowly separated, came to a

halt, and then Jupiter again approach-
| ed to a conjuuction for the third time

with Saturn, just at the time the Magi
may be supposed to have entered the
holy city.  And, to complete the {ascr-
nition of the tale, about half an hour
atter sunset the two pfun t» mwight be
seen from Jerusalem, bangioyg, as it
were, 1o the mendian, and siuspended
over Bohlebew 1o the distaace,”

Condensed jrom Upham.

[[. Mre Judith S. Grant, late mis-
sionars to Pors.a, 13 burted 1nthe conrt
of a chareh an Ooroomiah, which the
Nu<torians believe to have heen the re-
sidence of the renowned Z ronater, the
great chf of the Persian relizion,
Thev sav that Zoroaster was a disciple
ot Jeremiah, from whom he learped
about the M.ossiah, and tauzht of him
to bis disciples.  As their tradition is
remarkably corroborated by Abulphara
s, I will quote his laaguaze: * Zoro
aster taizhit the Persians concerning
Christ.  H. declared that in the latter
days u pure virgin should conceve, and
that, a% soon as the child was born, a
star would appear blazins, even at
noon tay, with uodiministed Justre.
*You, ey soq4, exclaimed the vener-
abie seer, * will pereeive its rising be-
fore wnv oth-r nation.  As s00n as you
gee the star, follow 1t whereso-ver it
leads sou and adore the mysterious
cotld—ff ring your gifts to him with
the protodadest bumility. He 1s the
Almighty Word which created the hea
vens.' " _Memnir of Mrs Judith §.

(srunt.
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