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Halifax Tracts for the Times,No. 1. The C0'1-
version of James Nicol, a native of Scotlar d, sizht by the f
and a Private Soldier of the 40th Regiment : as
related by himseif in a letter to a friend.—
With an Introduction.

older than the erro
by the

op2rating

recommending it o candid and inteiligent

b our limits w:ll uot all us

particularly to specity. that trath, thoazh not

absolutely « arded, was oveslaid with errors

v bevond h;.n:u‘
A..n]-,’\\.' ed

extinci,

until it was placed almost eatire!

popery. Itlay in the

but ir. a state of suspe )r cen‘uries

until at length in the ear'y part of the Sixteanth
The above is the title in extenso of the com- Century, it pleasad Gol, the

mencement of a series of tracts, which the Ro- of Lu

instrumentality
ther, to op2n the sef ileh ] set the
man Catholic autherities of this city deem the captive fre \. the first blow of the
“ times” to demand, in support and extension of ¢ (God's W icid
Rbmanism ia thase Provinces. We should not next, there was a movement with
eon-ider the tract, so far as the “ conversion” of
Mr. Nicol is concerned, worthy in itself of spe- 1d mr-
cial remark, but the evident intent of its publi- | feayen ~i.orm down in:o its depths,
cation, and the “ Introduction” with which 1t is prisoncd * faith, onc lalivered .
ushered before the public, call for ‘a ‘9“’":“9’ sprung for!'x ipstinct with l:rl' and, arraved in
to 3 riminal,

“hamaer

there was a struzzie for frecdom {

tomb was fully opene Jis

notice than otherwise we should feel dispose asserted its divine «

bestow.
We may bore repeat, what we have not un-'eyery shape, to terminate only when

l s pl’l(ﬂ"\ n
and commenced a career of hostiity to error, in
it shali

frequently before stated, that we have naught pave obtained complete sipremacy. atural

against Roman Catholics ag'men ; but believing guage was that of solemn protest ay vinst the |

their religious system to be fatally erroneous on jpfj lelity and wicke In of those by whom n

the great and all-important subject of the sin- | by been so long entombe:l, and kept from pur-

ner's justification with God, and in other respects | gingits mission of m=rey o a sin-blizhted world
directly opposed to the plain teachings ot * holy | 1t protests still agzainst that form of error knowr
writ,” we have felt, and still feel we have a duty | a¢ popery, and as long as popery continues, it
to discharge to them, and to others not within | »iil continue to bear the sirnifi
the pale of the R. C. Cburch,—to save the for- | Lriate name of DProtestantiem:
mer. as far as within us lies, from their grievous oli L,4-1 Ci

:ant and appro-

Christianity, pure #vang ristianity. A

and destructive errors, and to prevent the latter | oonversion from Protestantism to Popory is a |

from being seduced from Protestant truth into step backward, a putti the ‘d:al more than
Romish delusion. Whether we get credit from
bizoied Romanists for the sincerity of yjour mo-
tives we hava reason to doubt ; but these motives
sati:fy ourselves, and we may hope that the less | notwithstanding tf siousty auted princig
prejudiced of that communion will judge us le- i, favour of

pieatly, and that Protestants of every name will | of * real authority.
free us from the charge of necdlessly and wanton- | posee That En.
ly injuring the feefings of relizionists whose | for hundreds of vears before
ereed we believe to be fatal to the best interests | oxrended to that Isian

back

ten degrees, a recession trom lizht to darkness

cednw to band J] lif': to death.

| trom fr
']hvlrxru.r is a piece of syccial pleading

on the ground-

‘m. rs, anl long

[land was Roman Catholic
the Refl

, no one bat the

orrnatior
veriest
of men.
Toe “Tatrolaction™ is a singular production,  Jominancy of poper:
writien unqaestionably with the desizn of pro- | sake of effect, usinz
ducing on the minds of * Protestant brethren,”
an impression favourabdle to the truth and the
superioritydgt the Roman Catholic relizion. On | Princesszs—ali ber nob ity and ¢
this ;ccouﬁwhat is supposed to be the bright | goidiers and sailors—a’l her ber
side of the picture is presented to the beholder, | tradesmen, ber yeomen and peasanis—all ber
but the really dari side is studiously kept from | | Bishops, Priests and Clergy, ail her Monks and
bis view, while the painter gives many aa un-{ Nuns, ali her J )
merited daub to the Protestant Faith. | lawgivers and- herous, all her statesmen. ber scho-
The writer notices *an argument” in Mr. ‘lar- ber divines, pf,..b historians, archit
Nicol’s narrative, addressed o bim by a fellow-
Protestant comrade, to the effect following: — | Roman) Catholics.”
“ The Colonel of the Regiment is a Protestant ; | Roman Catholics—the
nearly all the officers are Protestants. The ||;.. But
King himself is a Protestant ; all his Ministers | nothing more than the fact that Romanism wa
are Protestants ; and surely the religion which is ‘ the religion of the coun:
good enouzh for them, the religion of our parents, | of no doctrine. Doub:l:
is good enough

| ignoramns would cull
writinz only tor th
the ignorant, to ¥ay in a pompous 1 words—

“ All her King's

and Qieoen's and Princes and
catty—ail hes

widdie classes,

ges :xwl Mazistrates, ail her
ts, ai

| the founders of her noblest institutions were
, becansa they wer

man Catho-

array

nmv.'] was

even this formidable proves

—It praves

'8 ~-:..1,mw\ | be great

!oItis

riand -

oy ” " 9
for you, —— ly impressed by such a oo 18 display

And asserts that “ nothing can be®more shal- | more to the ;.u pose to obs'rve that E
low than this arguinent.”

exposing its folly.

A page is taken up in | not Roman Catholi:

Among other things, he says, | wrought there a mio

1o -

coange, to the great!

chazrin, doubtless; of such writers as the authos

of the Introduction.

—* If a Pagan were justified in using it, the |
Apostle could not have made one single convert
to Christianity.” *’If a doctrine be erroneous, | * Mazna (
no length of prescription, no weight of authority. | tants.” No—an! Ena’
no amount of believers in it,’ean render it true” | obtained i
With these dicta 1o enlizhtened Protestant | dictation of Pope In
will find fault. The sword thus used is two-edge
whilst it is employed against Protestantism, it
pierces the heart of that “shallow argument” so |
frequently urged by Romanists against individu- | cent, to uphold the dasiardly
als leaving the Popish Faith for Protestantism—
“ Your fathers and moiners, and a long train of
ancesiors were (Roman) Catholics—and surely | them,
their relizion is gool enongh for you—you will \ sisting in their demagds ; and
not abandon the religion in whi(fh you have been
educated and vour friends have died " Shaliow
as this argument confessedly is, it has deterred
many a weak-minded Romanist * from embracing
the truth asit is in Jesus.” ~ {|declaration of rights and defini

harta was not ootained by Prates.
woull never hav

1to the haughty

shmen
yif they had sueon 1
nocent I, The writer for-
| oot to put that precious piece of history into his

| Introduction. But we remindl our readers, to
use the langzuage of a historian,.that Pope Inno-
John, “issued &
bull, in which he characterised the proceeding
of the barons as illecal and treasonaole ; forbad
under pain of excommunication, from per-
enjoined John,
| under the same penalty notto comoly with them.
But though the pope and the kine thus exertond
to defeat the-

ceeded in wrestine from the

themselves barons, the latter suc-
kine that well-known
1on of In:‘v,-yn_"l?l\w

known as ‘fll/mz Chartayor the Great Charter.”

We thank the writer of the Introduction for
the admission, previously quoted ; it deserves to |
be priated, if not in letters of geld, yet, in capi-
tal letters, and thus we honour it.

| It was then in spite of pope-ry, that the Barons

as Englishmen, obtained that C l‘.n:':er t.l' richts
If the Barons were not * D’'rotestants,” it is evt
not, in the particular adverted
Church.

in the

” dent, they were
IF A DOCTRINE BE ERRONEOUS, NO LENGTH -

OF PRESCRIPTION, NO WEIGHT OF AUTHORITY.

NO AMOUNT OF BELIEVERS IN IT, CAN RENDERK | | bich ti . .
" > {erm 18 previonusy
N RCE in woich the term D 3

to, very cbedient sons of * holy mother’

[hat they were not ** Protestanis,” sens:

counted for on the ground th;

The priaciple thus enunciated is fundamental
Under its

tested the claimsof Popery ;

they wrested from the nonarch

M 1
intluence Luther | : o o
“ * Great Charter,” wus

brought to the touch- |
its doctrines were |

to Protestadtism. :
:more that
; = | three bundred years anterior to th d wher
stone ot the Word of Gol, :
(‘]!! ]l lUr hon was |:'1:A-)1”'

found * erroneons” ; no length of prescription, no |
weizht of authority, no amount of

Strange it wo yindeed, if, un e

believers in

cumstances, t parties who secure

them, could render those doctrines true; with
this prineiple, he
Bishops, and Legates, and came ofl’ victorious —
The ** Reformation™ is'the practical result of the

i 1 Popish Pri y na Charta for Enzland, had been * Protestants,
* conlrontac o riests, anc & " '
f i as the term is generally undersicod | But they

were Loglishmen, and, ‘n pressing their demand:

upon the king, acte:d in a civil and not in
\\'13 ilt\-'

Roman Ca:

is suflicient to deprive

R ' a re-
application of that simple principle to the un-| . .. =
glous caf

the head of the

een that the DPope,

1 ura IDEry.
scriptural dozmas of popery. holic Chureb, was
» o " . e e . .
The *“ errroncous” character of *“ a doctrine” | 4uainst them, and that

can be intelligently discovered, in no other way
than by inquiry and impartial and thorough ex-
amination, and by comparison with an authorita-
tive standard ; and were evety Roman Catbolic

in the world to enter at once upon this intellec

popery of all claims to the liononr the authér of
the Introduction prefers in its behalf.
He also asserts that **trial by jury,” was not

obtained by Protestants.  The precise period

when this form of trial wasinstituted in Encland
tual process in reference to the relizian in which
Lo was born and educated, the writer of the
Iatroduction could him,
most palpable inconsistency. To those
who ghould attempt this course, haz.ardom to the
interests of Romanism, we shoull recom:nend,
not Fox's Book of Martyrs, nor  Mr. Andrew:’
a’‘greater than all mere human
productions— Tk INsPIRED Worp oF Gov, a
book of which Rome stanis in peculiar dread
By readiny this blessed Book, either without
Pries iy knowledge, or under Priestly han, thou.

bas been a disputed point amony the learned.—

[t is noi however to be contounded with the tria

ot ¢ Y (. . S
X not condemn with- | hy's twelve compurgators,” of canonical origin
out the -

which rescmbled the mer only in the numbe:

Trial by traces
f it were found in the
Wirrtanm 11, Hesry 1,

ished fully and reduced to a re

» persons sworn jurv, thouaoh

reigns o WirLLiam 1,

and SrrPUHEN, was not

Raview.” but

ru'arsysten
Hexny.
that period.

until duiing the reign of the Srcoxp

Fhe form was not comy.lete ever

Fhe jury was composed of persons who had

themselves heon witrne sves of the all

sands of Rowan Catholics have been converted

to the 1rue [his continued up to the reign of liexry VI—

A l‘h Ange

httle, until in

faith of the (m.-pt-], hive recanted
! : o ten commenced, advanced lirtle by
their belief in r-opery, and have become enlizht . e an ” e o
> ol oy et ; the reign of Epwarnp VI, it be-
ened Prorestants and (God-fearing men ; and | ., a

] came conli“ined,—an.! jurics w

oath, to return a verd ace (inney (o
dence” of her parties who w

P - ere requiret !
similar results would ba witnessed, only on a 4 Rquices, o

$ o Sk o e evi-
more extensive scale, were the readmg\'m the fhe et

, s g . . ere summoned
Word of (:ad, without note or comment, univer- mnione!d to

tify as witnes< e * ) "
estify as witne . We bave made t these obsor-

#ally perwitted by popish priests, and universally
practised by the laity of the Romish Church.
The principle admitted by this writer fur-
nishes an unanswerable refutation of the argu-
ment he putsin the mouth of a popish objector :

~* Protestantism in Logland may be gaid to be
only of yesterday.”

vations merely to irdicate the time when trial by

jury was established in England, aud the period

when its perfection, as now enjoved, was

realized.
It our author can justly derive (vom it an e
ment, whose cogency w
,in favour of the allvped

Prote

The finishing stroke

telligent reader superi-

ority of Romish {opnas, to tant

* Long prescription,” is not, in itself, a certifi was

_cate of the trath of a doectrine.

he is welgome. aiver
i

It has es aped | in the reign of a Protestant Sovereign,
the consideration of this writer, that the truths, | privilege or right of .Al
designated during and since the time of Luther
by the appellation, Protestantism, may be old, testants of the British empire.
yea, the errors of
tomanism, —that they may have been corr ed

by jury, Ly

guarded with greater jealousy, than by the Pro.

older than superinduces . .
p 1ced We pass aver, at present, the odious picture |

P
the I 1
s some Protestant S vere iTns

the author of ction has drawn of

" Ensiand. The

by the vair aliitions of men of perverted mind

influenced by avarice, fle<hly lusts, or desi
wer,—th v

power,—that they may bave remained buried rison of some of anothoer professicn we wot of.—

for centuries beneath accumulations of e

rrors’ We may be compelled 1
and superstition,—~and that, to us, of this N o e i i

day, | when we do, it shall be a real one, not adorned

! with poetry or romande.

th  legitimate

| he has overlooked a material fact.

| thero is at least more than a sprinkling of Roman | he will rowned, and perhaps be de

| this writer mean to insinnate, cou

{ and publ

| of relizionists furnishes no part of

e

tae Jonz im- |

! for such an ins:

e nts, |

| pathetic exclamation ?—

| ing the Roman Catholic Chorch) * who leads a fo

| tive"” (as the instrument of Mr.

| N 2 © 3 % .99 snnl et
. . . . | haunts of infamy and to live in constant violation
but, in 1tself, 1t is | haunts of infamy a ;

During the |

q
We shal
our sabjects—we

go to tl “athol “hurch ‘b rs are one in
| Chair of St. Peter e and abominable doc-
take some of the veritatle Popes and Ecclesias ico- trines

et

politico Sovereizns of .Rome and make them
for their lik
~0.00TS ed anl furnished
0.0urs mixgd and furnisbed

The = :enc

eness. and shail di p our bru
';y R1man
artists ® l where
dom to dev

fruits. As
pective systems, to promote Virt v
a rizhtsous verdi~t will be gi

to the tendency o ( Lhe 1alics

1@ or vice

have no fear but

* according to the evi
tain that the verdict
vauntingzs,

ahout * srandalous ( hristians.”
letoa

will de<p
some of his fooli
point to the tale
We cannot, without extending t
great length, follow our author t)ru?‘l all Li

is artic!

Y

wanderings, bat we would remind him, tbat, in
Jescribing the * reeking abomination and shame- cast overioard ?
less proflizacy of the large towns” of England, | That is some consslation. * H=2 has
All the dwel-

no need of

carinz about vessel  We think he quaht

lers in those large towns, are not Protestants— | to care, an to get on board azain, otherwise

voured
Protestant agents have no

by the m

are for Lis own

Catholics, to whom
access by reason of the cornstant and unwearicd

curveillance of the Romish priesthood. Does| Those who ramnain in-the si

trary to known | no care » manages this mat-

crime, that this class'ter—- | those duties

that «

If there pe

hed statist'es of
abomi- . whic! vnlve him”"—he stand »oor

upon
ground buttet-

means his own  ina with “the fury ,,;[;,..'{,,

chance of 1

nation” sriorming those Juties, whilst

0

and * proflig 2
what
¢ How

the True

auatio ir opinion
is the o ts out of the

diszusting is it r the Roman Cathalic ge

\ . lared hie
to hear 2 member of Chureh”™ (mean-  leaky, { v, and places bis

foot on the

I'rotestantism, the
tke beauties of (he  better for the 3 :

“Faith, “Tospe k plainbe™ (Roma “atholic)
thing. Ile has doubt in
nothing.  He knows he is in the way of heaven.'
A blessed thi What,
Y nn@.iu 13 Curistians ™ know they

why the Romanist

descanting on
Yrman Catholic)
kL

scandalu
Catho I‘L
aind whilst he is steeped in iniquity himsels, de-
nouncirng damnation against his brother !’ Whoat
“ It the pious

-nc.mn'l‘w ‘ has

certainty 1n every

means the following languaje ? 2 this, il only true. those

Michael Fallon aliuded to in Mr. Nicol's narra- are in the

N's conversion Wway to heaven! A Nic

to Popery) * had heen a drunken or immoral | basdoub: in nothing ? He replies, because he

wldier—it he had been known to frequent the has “sarrendered himself o r!m blessed guidance
i :
of the C 2

Yes—*surrenlered,’

of God's holy law, who imnazines that hiscomrade is the wori— ion, no judzment

Nicol would ever have been induced to become | of his own, ¢ other mental
3+ Catholic throuzh Ais advice,
irguments?  If while he
he was at the same tine a disgrace tothe Church |
»f Christ by hiz morals, it likely enouzh that i3
Nicol hims-If, nor th

ners
v helped (0 bring into

ta-ulty . " LU . ch, whigh
! taith. The

bas greviousiy
Nicol-oracle,

remonstrance, ol

was a Caiholic in name, cired in matters cf

. , .
poor Protestaut, if we believe the

ander wo znidauce but Lis own, or that of

whom | some frail wor in concert with
Truw

What
tno

many © tal, whomn he may,

neither
the

e has probabl afew others, have chosen as i

Fold, wouald ever have been converted.” The 'ope, or Bi-hop, or Priest, is nrrt a * trail

neans his declaration—+ It unfortunately mortal,” but a firc.n iwmortal.  Protestant Minis-

Il

en happens that the loud-st ta’kers about the
the

ters are frail, we acknowled re, for they diz as

rti-les of Faith are the worst olisercers of other w.n. tants follow U-

he % oy
the * ¢

ments ?”  \What means his assertion— | dance” of holy writ. They think St. Paul was

will consent to be arzued into a, no 1seit he claimed no ¢ do-

" relizion by a disputant who is bimself  minion over the faith” of the wembers of the

wn inpdel in p.‘d"\i. e %7 To what denomination | Conmntbian Chur and thas St. Peter wa

loes he refer, when he speaks of those ** whose Mwhien he presented to the * sirangers scattered’

ives helie their fairh”—whose * cxample” i abroad, the sublime truths of the Gouspel, that

To what * Christians” does he al- | their

Cwicked”? * sl and Agpe might be in Gud”—notin

lude, when he stizmatizes them as ** scandalous™ ? | himseif, nor even in the Church.

(The italics in the above?quotatinne are ours )— |
\l flourishes 7

We are weary in following Mr. Nicol through
\re these statements mere rhetor:» his crude, unseriptaral notions; but before we
flave these representations no truthful applica- | conclude, we t:
Pargatory.
‘| have often.hear
can any man beheve

yx»d Catholics puzzlel in re-

a passing notice
.ion to individuals who are acknowledred mem-
the Roman Catholic Church? I so,

vhy were they made * \Why stare—* It would

he, ¢

in Purcatory ?

1" eavy

ers of
say—how

. . el 1N ren o
e well that Catholics reflected more serionsly 401 I have scen o

\We doubt not, that the yiug to the question. :
le had bar pages

linin Cathoue had

n these things™ ? wri- | |
a couple ol

er, whilst penning the first part of his Introduc-

—the Reformation ha- |

| one.

be admitted by an ip- |
\'!'Tl“t’!‘. |

and thvi

none |

ra

re nf wo: st of them werc pitterns of virtue in (‘o'np1-|

ion, had the real «tat2 of his Church full in his . o
. . ' 11+ Knadws he 13 1n tne
nind's eve, but as he proceeded to contrast il
- " . - I« heaven nureatory ?
A’~)p'-r\' with Protestantism, to the disadvantaze ! 2 :

f the latter, he drew his materials from the ideal.
Ve must say, that to us, it is a matter of
how persons, who ‘are known to lead

i t s e wasa C
* scandalous lives,” to be * steeped in iniquity,”

st <0 Mr. Nigol.
irprise, : X

atho.ce =whils )
nvinced by read a verse of
pur-

len sinful

1S -— FAS U
. 1:.,“‘1,..
aatory \\'1- ve

"

to * live in con-
. 'l”
morals,” to be

o * frequent haunts of infamy,” Barns,” that a Roman Catholic

-tant God's holy law,” to
he Church of Christ by
and

ns,” can be * members of the

violation ol rrace such a fal
to hail

(he did mot hate po;

D ot
taerr | inan as be

* scandalous Christi- truth,”

Chureb”

{ divine
|

Dimgeh afrer wll)

“infilel in practice,” T
True intended to atlord comfor
[he reconciliation of these contrarieties, we leave | us sinfal creatures”—jyes, if true, but what
sject the state of purgatory,
what, according to the D’rotestant
Why, this—that

unfit for heaven must 2o to heil at once,

to the Church of Rome; of ona thinz we are,jale ¥ % R and

rehigion, fol-
who dies

or be

:onfident, she never was tanzht these anomalics
»y Christ, St. Paul, or St. Peter.
From Mr. Nicol's own account, we

judge his views of Protestantism to

lows ? fvery man
should

Lave been | annilnlated for ever So speaks the oracle !

rotestant believes in the anni-

hilation of the so1l, we wil !

|« .
very superficial. It does not appear that he was No enlightencd s
personally a recognized member of the Presby- nat sav, * for ever,

. v . . | i an 1l o "t "' a N h
erian Church, to which we infer his parent- | lori anmibilated. it isanaililawed. Now what is

And in what w
)

Vnstiian 9
Protestant dactrine

| i
other | the Bibl

were attached, nor of
Church. He was a presbyterian only in name |
—be knew nothing of the *
his soul.

any

P:otestant deetrine, that ¢ every

. LR L LTI (— !
power” of saving | mn Whod 1 it for heaven maust go to hell at
\ once” 7 % lhe wicked shall be turned into Lell,

n\]&l' 2 nat
ir. And these (41

o eve A"I-I -‘

rrace His relizion during twenty-
ous that foreet God.™ ‘ms 1
six years was of a very negative character— tis that dor; X 1./ms 1X

e wieked) shall
' Matthew

vl was buried ; and

. . . . 1 \ way
heing satisfied with himee!f because he was not a £ awd)
Roman Catholic. He had obtained a name fir AXY-49
“ | } v 1 i i
. | v ne (g ¢ X also died,
| ~ehaious controversy among his tellow soldiere Ihe rich man Hle

ident wh

ip for some weeks, he betook himeelt to reading

in torments.”

| ha | ) )
. in heil he fted up s eves, being
h laid him | : ' ' =

ind having met with an ac
; and we

t we feel
lour Lord

t ist an
Roman
rather than Mr. James Nieol even it he were a

i disposed

“ox's Book .ot Martyrs, first for amusement, and :
| X p ‘ . Jesus Christ,
ien to quality hunsc‘l to dispute with

I1is ignorance of Protestantism leaks
mt, when he The Book of Martyre, to an infallibl
vith the generality of Protestante, stands second Mr. Nie
to no book in the English lanzuaga but the Bibla

Catholics,

Roman Ca nd snpposed himself to b

AV g —tt

of the'Intr
I'he acqnantance of this Scoteh soldier, (L

el !

bas filled
know before
fill t}

bie or I the

ith » g~ ik e SR
with the Prote warld wiih infdels; =a ol Bot

that infide

—wand the b
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