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paper will not bt deemed inappropriate ot 
superfluous.

What, let us ask, is (be church and what 
the object of its institution? One very pro
per answer to this question would be, “ a

___  _ _ company of faithful persons united on scrip-
~~~ ..." ' tural principles, for the purpose of building

in almost all utilized lands a set ere ^her up iu faith and holiness, and
contest is going on between capital and prom<>tjng the interests of God’s kingdom
labour__between employers and employes. on the earth.’’ Its members have either
It is the great contest of the day. No man 1 obtained, or else are earnestly seeking con- 

But it would seem scions forgiveness through faith in a cruci-

*ottt lttaat energy ?
Cannot almost every minister

| ford bis been the occasion of another storm,

can foretell its issue 
that the social future of the nations will in 
some respects be determined by the charac
ter of that issue. Believing this, one can
not but hope and pray that the problem in
volved may be solved iu the best possible 

manner.
The outlook, however, we regret 4o say, 

is far from being a bright and promisiu; 
one. In England especially, where 
conflict has raged perhaps post violently, 
the prospect is cloudy and threatening. 
In many branches of employment British 
artisans have secured a shortening of the 
hours of labour and an increase of the rate 
of remuneration. But there is reason to 
believe that as a general thing this increase 
of leisure and wages has brought uo in. 
crease of comfort to the British workman’s 
family, and anything but benefit to him
self. The ability to earn more money is 
not, at least on any large scale, by in
creased industry, thrift and fort thought, 
turned to good account in making provision 
for the future. Nor is the time saved from 
the factory, the workshop, and the mine, 
generally made available for purposes of 
mental improvement on wholesome recrea
tion. The same painfnl tale comes from 
all parts of the land—that the workman 
with more time and money on his hand, 
tarries longer and longer in the gin-shop 
and the beer-house—aud that the tide of 
drunkenness is rising higher and higher. 
The Imperial Revenue returns tell a per
fectly dreadful story iu relation to this 
matter—reading which good men stand 
aghast with terror. These returns shew 
that Within the last four years the

tied Saviour, holiness of nature through 
the renewing influences of the Divine Spir
it, aud a consequent hope of future immor
tality and blessedness. Now unless a con
stant succession of persons answering to 
this description and bearing these creden
tials is maintained, the church loses its trne 
character, and must eventually become ex
tinct. As in the kingdom of nature so in 
the ecclesiastical world, a process of deple

te tiou is continually going on, and unless this 
I is counteracted by a corresponding process 
1 of replenishment, ruinous indeed must be 
S the result. The stately evergreens which 
adorn our wintry landscapes would soon 
present a withered and naked appearance, 
were it not that a new growth of leaves al
ways forms before the old one disappears, 
and thus perpetual verdure is maintained. 
Thus is it with the church—one after ano
ther of its members is removed by its great 
blighter, death ; and unless the vacancies 
thus made are filled by those who have 
been quickened into spiritual life by Divine 
Grace, very soon we shall have barrenness 
for beauty and the goodly trees of the Lord, 
once so full of life and fruitfulness, shall ex
hibit their gnarled and naked branches to a 
scuffing and exultant world.

Even supposing this depleting process 
was not in constant operation, the regular 
pleoishmeut of the church would still be ne
cessary as a means of spiritual eoliveomeot 
and invigoration. The church which is not 
continually receiving fresh contributions of 
energy aud life in converts saved by its in
strumentality, will inevitably experience ■ 
decline in spirituality and vital godliness 
The pool fed by no streamlet or spring Soon 
becomes foal and stagnant, and the commu
nity of Christians which is not perpetually 
replenished by the living stream of a nume
rical iucreuse will soon relapse into utter 
degeneracy and corruption. Ecclesiastical 
history plainly shows that whenever the 
church has cessed aggressive operations 
the declension of piety in its membership

To cca* <o the point ------- ; ,
re,y miot.ter father around and although his Opponent, were hand- 

him others entered in like ,'=~upstion« »s somely beaten at the polls they are sorely 
h!™Tf end £.L. oo hi, eiMUd who teke troubled at the honor put npon the Deanof
an interest in the furtherance of the cense of V> *D<* ^
God and in intellectual pursuits, and at men the Church possesses regard b pro- 
least once a week dircu,» various subjects, motian to the great Uaiverait* polpit as a 
scientific as ..Il es relig.ou,. doing so ,u a poa.tive m»»or-nne,
social manner? Thus lbe minister comtug in ment to the school of which the hnUiant 
contort with the leading minds ot the comma- Dean is the foremost man, end which is 
nitv will in a -real measure be better able famous for its unlimited breadth of com
ic jndge how To use his arguments in the prehension and its boundless charity to all 
pulpit io the best advantage, so that he need creeds or no creeds, so long as they adhere 
not be beating the sir shout something that to a National Chore!., or let it alone, 
almost every person requires n< argument to Dean Goulborc. of Norwich, earnest and 
make them believe or disbelieve. Again, 
those discussions, in which the minister will

from strong drink in Britain has increased j ^ gU(j t|la, :ugt jQ proportion to the
. , A, ___. ___1 tl..t in. ,t.„ 6 . . . . - ____at the rate of 25 per cent., and that for the 

fiscal year 1872-3 it will amount to more 
than £25,000,000 sterling. The revela 
tion is truly frightful to a thoughtful mind 

There is no immediate prospect of the 
slaying of this awful deluge. For aught 
that appears to the contrary, the flood will 
rise higher and spread wider, and work 
destruction upon a scale appalling to con
template. Britain will have to arouse 
itself in earnest presently, and til good 
men in it will have to join hands to with
stand the ravages of the destroyer. It is 
distressing beyond measure and disheart
ening to learn that in such a day as this, 
and in such a country as England—un
doubtedly the most Christian land upon 
earth—there should be such a terrible 
visitation of drunkenness among the class 
into whose hands for good or for ill more 
and more power is destined to pass. What 
a work of evangelization remains to be 
accomplished in all the so-called Christian 
nations !

rIt is a question of great practical import
ance to Methodism everywhere how best 
to develope the working power of the 
Church. This question is commanding 
much attention in England. It is also ex
citing earnest enquiry ia the United 
States. It ought to be seriously pondered 
on every Circuit within the bounds of the 
Conference of Eastern British Ameiica. 
The greatest pains ought to be taken to 
indoctrinate our people in the belief that 
every member has a divine vocation to soul
saving work ; and the most earnest efforts 
ought to be made to organize the Church 
forces, and maintain them in a high state 
of efficiency for the common cause. This 
has not been done, is not being done, as it 
should be. See how scanty a supply of mini
sterial candidates is forth coming from large 
districts under our cultivation. Note the 
feebleness of our local preachers staff. 
Observe with what difficulty our classes are 
manned with leaders. Mark the scarcity 
of earnest, devoted, persevering Sabbath 
School teachers. Behold how comparative
ly small is the number of men among us 
fervent, effectual, mighty in prayer in our 
social means of grace. What is the mean
ing of it all ? With so much work to be 
done ; with so many that ought to be en
gaged in it ; with so loud a call to action 
from the Divine Master, why are there 
so few willing to enter the vineyard ? Were 
this state of things early and completely 
rectified what graud results would be speed
ily attained.

increase of its numbers by genuine conver
sions, has its spiritual status been elflvated 
It is by oo means difficult to account for 
this. Every true conversion affords fresh 
proof of the power of God’s grace and the 
efficacy of Christ's blood, and thus fortifies 
aud encourages our own faith and love. 
The ardor and zeal always manifested by 
the newly saved are contagious, and cennet 
but stimulate the development of these vir
tues in ourselves. Thus every worthy ac
cession made to the church of God infuses 
into.its ranks a vitalizing and strengthen
ing element, preserves it from corruption 
aud decline and maintains it in perennial 
fruitfulness and beauty.

▲gain, we estimate the prosperity of any 
institution by the efficiency with which it 
fulfils ils appointed design. Now the ac
knowledged mission of the Church is to tare 
souls, and if this be unaccomplished all it* 
organizations and all its instrumentalities 
become profitless and void—stripped of all 
meaning, utility and power. What, though 
beautiful aud costly sanctuaries rise around 
us iu imposing array ? What, though ser
mons rich in evangelical sentiment and 
glowing with the fire of consecrated elo
quence, he preached from their pulpits ? 
What, though crowds of eager listeners and 
apparently devout worshippers throng their 
portals and fill their pews '< Jf ip connection 
with these evangelistic appliances and these 
pleasing symptoms, there are no living 
stones added to the spiritual Temple, no 
golden sheaves added to the Master’s Gar
ner, then we are forced to own that the 
church, with all its elaborate frame-work 
and commendable activity, is a stupendous 
anomaly, a splendid, melancholy failure. 
What would be thought of the tree that 
yielded leaves aud blossoms in return for 
the husbandman's care and culture ? What 
would he thought of the factory, with all its 
machinery complete and all its bands em
ployed. which never produced one servicea
ble article, one perlect or useful piece of 
goods ? And what shall be thought of the 
church, with its external organization un
impaired and its aggressive agencies in full 
operation, which ne ter effects a single gen
uine conversion, never gains through its ef
forts a single trophy to the power of saving 
grace ? Surely He who searcheth the reins 
aud hearts must say concerning such a 
church, “ I know thy works, that thou hast 
a name that thon livest, and art dead 

It then a succession of godly, Christian 
meu is to be tiiaintainech upon the earth, if 
the Church’s vitality and purity are to be 
conserved and perpetuated, above *11, if its 
sublime vocation to raise and renew a fallen 
world is to be fulfilled, its numerical in
crease becomes not merely a desideratum, 
but a grand aud superlative necessity.

Iu a future article we may indeavor to 
point out at least one of the instrumentali
ties whereby ibis most important result may 
be secured. »•

Methodism was once distinguished for the 
heartiness and power of its congregational 
singing. It ought always and everywhere 
to be thus distinguished. Is it thus dis
tinguished in Eastern British America? 
We fear not. In how many of our large 
congregations is there kept up any sem
blance of congregational singing ? In how- 
many smaller ones docs it prevail ?

Why cannot our people on tiia side the 
Atlantic, like their brethren of the old time 
•n the other, publicly praise God iu holy 
song in blended and glowing accents as with 
the voice of many waters ? What is the 
difficulty ? How is it to be overcome 
Who will lead a healthful revolution iu this 
matter, that in its issue will bring hack to 
us something like the glorious congregation
al singing of Methodism's early days ?

J. K. X.

XUMERICALIXCREASE ESSENTIAL 
TO TI1E CHURCH’S PROSPERITY.

To some our title may appear to involve 
a truism. So perhaps it does, hut there are 
times when even axiomatic truths need to 
he reiterated, and when the plainest mod 
most self-evident principles will hear ample 
and elaborate discussion. Calling to mind 
the facta presented by the numerical returns 
of our own church during the last lew years, 
and considering the comparative infrequen
cy of general aud permanent revivals among 
us, we ere convinced that such e time is the 
present, and that a few thoughts relative to 
the subject indicated by the heading of this

MINISTKRIAL EFFICIENCY.

The question has frequently suggested it
self ; are our Ministers of to-day as succes- 
I'ul, taking into account their superior 
advantages, as the Ministers of former 
periods, say thirty or fifty years ago? 
What is meant by successful is, are they the 
means of raising the people, intellectually, 
morally and spiritually ? In fine do they 
build up the Church of God, by bringing in 
those who have not tasted of the Love of 
God, and endeavouring to make every one 
so brought in a holy, happy, useful, intellec
tual upright being ;—getting back as far as 
can he in this world, to what was lost io 
Adam's ?

That there are superior advantages to
day over times gone by, no one will deny, 
but that the Ministers then were so very 
successful, perhaps all will not admit. Yet 
uo doubt many will admit that they were 
the means of gathering a greater number 
iuto the C-urch.

Another question suggests itself. Do our 
Ministers use all the advantages they have ?

1 he.iever the Methodist Church is better 
adapted to build up professera and keep 
them from going back into the world than 
any other Church iu existence, but that it 
ho;ds an equally high position in the matter 
of helping the Minister io his studies and 
keeping him iu advance of the people intel
lectually is questionable.

Yet arc there uol means that may be em
ployed by almost every Minister to' make 
the Church stronger as well as to help him
self to be more successful in coping with 
the many influences that oppose the advan
cement of the Church of God t

All know that the student after thorough
ly studying his lesson can have it better fixed 
upon his memory, and "be better able to use 
be knowledge so acquired by hating it 

brought into exercise. Now may it not bt so 
with the minister at well as the student? Will 
not the interchange of thought tend to bring

not hive it all his own wsy. at in the pulpit, 
will bring the powers of mind into plsy. and 
make them stronger, io short, will build up 
the man.

And not only will the mini-ter be benefit- 
led. The influence of those discussions will 
be felt in the community 1 oe leading minds 
mould the community, and those persens will 
talk outside of what they have been discuss
ing, which will und to raise the people intel
lectually and give them a redsh fur that 
which tends to develope the min and not the 
beast.

The minister certainly should keep the one 
grand object in view, the salvation of sinners 
and the building up of the Cnurcb of God. 
But if be can raise the people intellectually, 
be will have something more to operate upon 
than merely animal nature. 1 be minister 
will be better able to expound, and the peo
ple better prepared to receive the greatest of 
all intellectual subjects, that theme that the 
greatest of all intelli els cannot compass, and 
yet which the weakest can rejoice in, the sal
vation of roan through our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ.

Having that subject presented in a forcible 
manner, and received by intellectual being» 
the success may be greater than it often is, 
for the religion of Jesus Christ is a reason
able religion, and not received through feeling 
alone, but through the exercise of sound 
judgment. The happiness to be derived from 
that religion can be increased through a 
reasonable intellectual knowledge of it.

__________ R T

ENGLISH CORRESPONDENCE.

The death of Lady Hearonsfield—The Bish
op of Manchester s charge—The Athana- 
sian Creed and its opponents—Dean 
Stanley's Appointment — Storms and 
floods— 1 he past and future — 
year's greetings.

Dealt Mr. Editor,—The death of 
Lady Beaconslield, better known as Mrs. 
Disraeli, wife of the Right Honble. Ben
jamin Disraeli took place a few days ago, 
and has attracted "an unusual degree of pub
lic attention and interest. The deceased 
lady was widely known as having for 
long period of years sustained her distin
guished husband by her unfailing trust 
and unshaken confidence iu his ability 
at times when help aud sympathy were 
sorely needed. In addition to the ample 
fortune which she possessed, which must 
have been of immense service to him before 
fame and success crowned his ardent strug
gles, his devoted wife cheered .him ou, and 
then lovingly and gracefully shared the 
honors and dignity to which lie had attain
ed. It is well known that the great Con
servative leader, freely attributes very much 
of his undoubted success to bis uoble wife, 
and again and again has publicly avowed 
the obligations under which he was laid 
and the strong and deep affection that sub
sisted between them. There was a great 
disparity in their agei, the wile being the 
senior by many years, and she has now 
sunk more under the pressure of protract
ed years, than from any particular malady. 
Her elevation to the Peerage of the Realm 
wa* an ant of love on the part of Mr. Dis
raeli, who when retiring from the leadership 
of the Commons, and defeated iu office was 
offered the high honor for himself, but firm 
ly declined, and placed the coronet on the 
head of bis faithful aud houored wile. This 
distinction is possessed by only eleven 
English ladies who arc Peereses in their 
own ri£tt. The public approbation of the 
act, and the time it was done, was a strik
ing indication of the general esteem in 
which Lady Beaconslield was held.

Dr. Fraser, the Bishop of Manchester, 
is becoming better known as au earnest 
worker in his Diocese, and is gradually 
coming to the front as a trusted aud recog
nized leader of the true Protestant section 
of the English Church. He has revived 
the practice of delivering a charge to his 
clergy in the Cathedral church at Man
chester. For seventeen years the practice 
had been discontinued, and on the present 
occasion, a very large clerical gathering 
was convened to listen to a lengthened and 
valuable admonition. The Bishop -insists 
upon immediate reform iu matters ot dis
cipline among the clergy—the powers and 
rights ot church patrous—the redistribu
tion of benefices—and the powers of the 
great Ecclesiastical Courts. Free com 
meats were offered upon recent abortive 
attempts at legislation upon church mat
ters, such as the occasional sermons Bill 
and the Burials Bill. The Ritualistic 
excesses which now so extensively pre
vail were severely denounced as threat
ening to cleave the church asunder, and 
savoring ol an abject and almost meaning
less superstition. A few kind aud even 
complimentary things were said of the great 
Wesleyan body, as for instance, “ that we 
were as correct in doctrine as they, and su
perior in discipline." Evident yearnings 
were expressed for closer union with us, 
but no way is suggested, and from all that 
we know of such overtures, they can be 
met only with quiet respect.

The Established Church will not abate 
any of its cherished prerogatives even for 
union with those who might enable them 
to battle successfully with the common foe ; 
and thus it will go on until the cry for Dis
establishment increases iu volume aud 
power, and ultimately prevails.

Internal strifes are constantly occurring 
in the midst of the English Church ; and 
instead of attempting to conceal the trou 
ble, both parties are eager to rush into 
print and proclaim to all Christendom the 
unhappiness which subsists iu the very 
heart of the great national esublisnmeut. 
At a recent meeting of toe Church Union, 
the principal speakers indulged in hard 
words, biting sarcasms, aud unsparing hits 
*t Archbishops, Bishops, àud all w ho ven
ture to propose the slightest alteration in the 
Athaoasian Creed or bint at its disuse, la 
their view the Prayer Book iu its present 
shape, and the venerable Creed, form key
stones in the very temple of truth itself, and 
proclaim unutterable dangers to the sacred 
temple, and sad woes to the nation, it 
aught be altered, amended, or dropped.

In spite of all this animadversion, the 
dignitaries and ch-rgy iu large numbers are 
pressing for some relief to their burdened 
consciences in the matter of this famous 
creed, and its condemnatory sentences. 
From present appearances they will have 
to watt some time for the realization of 
their hopes, as there is an unmistakable 
fear of beginning the work of change and 
reform, not knowing where it will stop.

Dean Stanley’s recent appointment as 
special preacher at the University of Ox-

truly cousecra’ed to soul-saving work, has 
felt the recent selection of Dr. Stanley so 
keenly that he has resigned his own position 
ss a preacher at the University, end refuses 
to appear in the same pulpit. He bas. in 
an able and temperate letter, informed the 
public of his step and the reasons which 
influenced him thereto, and does not spare 
the Dean or his writings, or the party

We had oar Dec. Quarterly Meeting on 
the 36th ult., which was thinly attended in 
consequence of the weather, however the 
reports rendered were very cheering, the 
subscription papers showing a large in
crease ou any previous year.

A very neat and comfortable Church is 
being built at Little River, where one was 
much needed, we hope to have it completed 
and opened shortly.

We find many kind friends here who 
seem determined to make their Minister 
comfortable and happy,—they have this 
winter provided a new sleigh for circuit use. 
and intend furnishing a new Buffalo Robe 
and Rug next year, as the present ones have 
been in the * full work” for some Tears 
and become old in the service.

Grço. W. Fisuf.r.
Salisbury Jan. 2, 1873.

7"

Newport Donation Visit.—On the i 
Evening of Thursdav, 16th inst.. a large ’ 

>e .veau or »» jn-p, » «TV gathering of friends t'ook place at the Metho- i Inch has triumphed » hi. recent appc.ut- par^Dlge_ Brooklyn1, Hants Co., many
le°t- . , . , . , , 'of whom came from considerable distances.
Again we have to chron.cle repeated ami mto ,he 1{evJohQ McMurray, now

most disastrous, storms and floods. De- - f .bird year of his incumbency of that 
cember leaves a most melancholy record of pno<i wi„
both at borne, and abroad. Our losses and
inconveniences here are trifling in compa
rison with wbat has befallen other lands. 
From France and Italy most painful ac
counts have reached us, aud tell cf distres
sing loss of life, submerged counties, and 
prodigious sacrifice of valuable property io 
the midst of a dreary and pinching winter.

This letter closes your correspondent’s 
work for this year of grace ; and long be
fore it can appear in your columns, another 
year with all its untold responsibiliths and 
duties, will have Ueguu, and all its busy 
industries be in full operation. Thus on
ward we haste, nor can we stay save to put 
on grateful and loving record the unfailing 
goodness, and the almighty love which has 
crowned another year, and to express an 
unslikken faith for the untrodden future in 
Him, who has authorised every one of His 
own dear children to say, “ This God shall 
he my God for ^ver and ever.Taud Hi will 
be my guide ev, i uuto death.’'

Accept, deair >r., for yourself and for
all my much . Vanned Provincial friends

circuti, their expressions of good will and 
esteem. A sumptuous entertainment, pro- i 
t ided by the ladies of the Meander congre
gation, was served, and the remainder of 
the Evening was occupied very agreeably j 
in social intercourse, varied by vocal ami : 
instrumental music and by addresses. The | 
circuit steward, W. Henry Allison Esq., 
M. P. P. at the close of a neat aud appro
priate speech, presented the donation of 
the company .amounting to nearly 3100. A 
suitable acknowledgement was made by the 
Pastor, expressive of his deep sense of 
obligation for this supplementary evidence 
of regard from a people who had been un
varying and abundant in their kindness 
duritig each year of bis sojourn among 
them. The meeting was altogether most 
pleasant aud satisfactory, and will prove 
of advantage beyond its pecuniary results. 
A minister whose lot is cast among those so 
kindly considerate of the comfort of him
self and family, may well say, “ The lines 
are fallen unto me inf pleasant places ; yea,
I have a goodly heritage.”—Co,

coming year. \
Yours trub\and affectionately, 

Dec. 30, 1872. ' O. B.
*•

Cirrnit Jittlligeme.
SackvilM, Jan. 10th, 1872.

It would afford ny unfeigned pleasure to 
be able, at the con,Agacement of the year, 
to record a auccgasw^of those events, over 
which we are assuredqngels rejoice,—the 
repentance of sinners their return to 
the Shepherd and Bishop of souls. 4ch 
events, however, here are of rare occurreiK- 
Some circumstances iu relation to tllC V 
tercsts of the Circuit, if you consider suw 
cieally noteworthy you can find a cornet 

in our

Svmmersidk, V. E I„ Jan. 8tii, 1873. 
— 7ea Meeting, tic.—On New Year’s day 
we had a public tea and sale of fancy arti
cles. The roads were very bad and thus 
hindered many persons from visiting us 
who would have come under other circum
stances ; nevertheless we did well, for we 
cleared three hundred dollars, which is to 
be appropriated for the internal improve
ment of our chutroh, and I may add this 
was an effort on the part of the ladies here 
to whom we shall ever be indebted for their 
energy aud perseverance to improve the ac
commodation of our qhurteh, a full descrip
tion ol which you Shall have when it is 
opened. -U Charlton Bekkik.

Gitsborqloh.—Our cause is reviving
for notice of them, in our connexionaiat the Cove and at the Gammon Settlement 
organ. At our last quarterly meeting of ^ new class is formed at the latter, and at
the Circuit, it was determined (though 
later tliau recommended by the Conference) 
to try to introduce the new financial plan, 
It was thought advisable to get as large a 
representation of our congregations in 
Lower and Upper Sackville together, as 
possible, to lay the plan (before them, and 
urge its adoption ; and Ip secure such a 
gathering, a social tea meeting waa thought 
of, and by an efficient committee, aid- 
pd by the ladies, who cheerfully furnish
ed a super-abundance of those things which 
tempt and satisfy the appetite, this was ac
complished. We had, on the evening of 
New Y’ear’e Day, a very pleasant and 
social gathering ; and when the social ele
ment had been fostered in this material 
way, addresses were delivered in explana
tion aud recommendation of the New Plan. 
Our Circuit Steward, James Dixon, Esq., 
occupying the chair.

Your correspoudent was called away 
almost as soon as the husiuess part of the 
meeting commenced, having, for the first 
time during the present connexioual year, 
a call to the pleasing duty of tying ( with 
the consent of ill parties concerned) “ One 
silken knot that hinds two loving hearts." 
Happily for myself, I had served a good 
apprenticeship, and had considerable prac
tice iu such interesting service before com
ing to the Sackville Circuit or I might be 
in danger of stumbling over this duty awk
wardly from the scanty practice. Our 
young men are either so cautious and cal
culating I fiat some of them I fear will be 
in danger of dying in siugularity, or they 
roam in quest of a help meet for them
selves into other pastoral enclosures.

Well, though I was not present to hear 
the addresses at the social gathering, 1 
learn that they were good and telling ; and 
the new plan is likely to be favorably re
ceived, and to some good extent adopted.

During the Week of Prayer, we had 
some interesting and profitable seasons, and 
the meetings increased in interest as the 
week rolled on, aud we were led to hope for 
permanent good.

We have jtiet held oer missionary anni
versary on behalf of Foreign missions. On 
Sabbath, the 12th inst., Rev. C. Stewart, 
D. D., preached a missionary sermon ad
mirably adapted to fan the flame of mis
sionary zeal in those who were privileged 
to hear it. On the following evening we 
held our annual missionary meeting — 
David Allison, Esq., did us the good ser
vice of occupying the chair with his well- 
known ability aud usual urbanity. The 
brethren of the deputation did the* work 
nobly and efficiently, aided by others both 
lay gentlemen and ministers. It was a 
meeting excellent in its tone aud spirit. 
The following evening we held our mis
sionary meeting in Upper Sackville, and 
the few who gathered on that occasion 
(we regret that there were so tew) listened 
with profound interest and spiritual advan
tage to the excellent addresses delivered by 
brother S. T. Teed aud John T. Mellisb, 
Esq., In the review of the various reli
gious and social services here recorded, we 
are led to thank God and take courage, aud 
wou d hope, there are yet better Uaj s iu 
store for this circuit. What we all most 
need is the fulfilment of the greet promise 
of the Father to be endued with power 
from on high. N G. B.

Quarterly Rkvort of Salisbury and 
Elgin Home Mission Circuit ending 
Dec. 31st 1872.—We are happy in being 
able to report any prosperity ou this Circuit. 
Our congregations, generally, are very good 
and attentive to the preaching of the Word, 
yet many we fear are “ bearers only.” 
We trust the Lord will visit us with a 
gracious out pouring of his Holy Spirit, so 
that thi means we are using may he made 

blessing to many souls. Three new 
members have been received since our 
arrival here and we believe old ones are 
more in earnest. We find great difficulty 
in getting aud keeping classes in working 
order, stormy weather and long distances 
making it almost impossible for anything 
like regularity.

We endeavour to become acquainted 
with our people as far as possible by pas
toral visitation, believing this to he a means 
ot doing much good.

ti"
ioP

former the class has 
lascd.

beeu revived aud
J. Y. 3.

t’w j© Provincial Wesleyan
TH& INTERNATIONAL SERIES 

BIBLE LESSONS.
OF

For tntny )ears past it 
practice in most Sabbath sc

has I (ten the 
bools, to have 

uniform lesMms. On each saeccasivo Sab
bath a portion of scripture, (from the Old or 
New Testament is announced by the Superin
tendant as the lesson for the next Sabbath, 
[o some places the excelleii practice has been 
followed of lidding a Teachers’ Bible Class, 
in which the lesson for the next Sabbath is 
carefully studied. So gr«*t were the advan
tages of this system of uiiform lessons found 
to l«, that it was extended W whole denomi
nations of Christians, and then to Sunday 
School Unions . It was thee suggested to 
make the scheme of lessons International, 
and at the Sunday School Convention, held 
at Indianapolis last year, a series of lessons 
was drawn npventitlvd the international series, 
in the expectation that it would jbe generally 
adopted in the United States and Canada At 
the Sunday School Convention held last Octo
ber in Montreal, a committee representing all 
the Protestent Churches, decided upon 
adopting these lessons, so that it is presumed 
that most if not all the Protestant Sabbath 
Schools on this continent are studying the 
same lessons Sabbath by Sabbath,

The International Committee, of course, 
provides no exposition or helps for the teach
ers. This is Jett to each denomination of 
Christians. The reason of this h obvious. 
Each denomination has its own mode of pre
senting truth. Many of the denominational 
papers, in the United States and in this Do
minion devote a column or two to the discus
sion of the lesson for the following Sabbath, 
whilst nearly all the Sabbath school papers 
do the same. Amongst all the helps pub
lished for the Sabbath school teachers, we 
have found, however, after careful examina
tion, none superior to the Sabbath School 
Journal and Bercau Leaves, published by 
Nelson end Philips, New York, under^ the 
able Editorship of J. II. Vincent. “There 
the Superintendents aud teachers will find 
notes, questions, illustrations, blackboard and 
slate diagrams, directions for conducting 
Sunday-school concerts, Berean lesson Re
view, Berean drills in Sacred Geography, 
jko." ' The journal will cost about sixty 
cents a year including postage, and the Be
rean leaves which should accompany it, for 
the use of the children, cost about six cents a 
year. We commend the Journal and Leaves 
heartily to our Methodist schools. E very 
teacher should have a copy of the Journal a# 
it will greatly facilitate his labours and rend
er his teaching systematic.

The International series of lessons is de
signed to extend over a period of seven years, 
during which time all the more important 
passages of the Holy Scriptures will have 
been examined- The whole will then form 

system of instruction, which may, and 
ought to he repeated to the new scholars 
who enter our schools, and the Journal is
sued during that time will form a reposito
ry ot thoughts, expositions, illustrations, 
&c., just as valuable in*succeediug years as 
it will he in those years during which the 
seriesW lessons proceeds. A\ e hope that 
every school will use the International Se
ries of Lessons, and that every Methodist 
S. S. Teacher will avail himself of this val
uable help, ‘ The S. S. Journal,’ Ac.

W. C. Brows.

during eight months of the financial year, 
been largely exceeded ; and it is already 
certain that the Budget of 187.» will exhib
it a cousiberahle surplus. The oscillations 
of thd money market have been due to cau
ses over which Engl sh capitalists and ira 
ders could exercise no control. The nu
merous strikes which have occurred during 
the year, although there may lie uo novelty 
in their causes or circumstances, have pro
duced general anxiety bv the formidable 
nature of their possible results, aud by the 
extension of the system to classes which had 
hifherto abstained from ‘combination. The 
extraordinary rainfall which has now last
ed for seven mouths has been a grave draw
back to the general prosperity. The elec
trical disturbances, indicated by a constant 
succession of thunderstorms, began towards 
the latter part of a cold and backward 
spriog ; and they have commit d to the pre
sent time lu the month ot Juue there 
were heavy floods iu twin/ parts of the 
country, and the harvest wa- deficient both 
in quantity and quality. Tiie consequent 
loss will he greatly aggravated by ihe un
precedented wetness of the autumn, which 
has rendered it impossible to sow wheat 
except iu the lighter soils. Betweeu bad 
weather and labourers’ unions, farmers have 
not enjoyed a cheerful year. On the other 
hand, the autumn has been healthy. Since 
the close of the session economical interests 
have preponderated over political excite
ment. The occasional elections which have 
occurred have attracted atteution rather to 
the operation ot the new system of secret 
voting than to their efleet on the balance of 
parties. Some of the results of the legisla
tion of last session are thus far satisfactory. 
Colonial affairs have contributed but little 
to the history of the year. One of the most 
eminent among retired Indian civilians has 
lately been sent by the Foreign office on a 
mission to Zanzibar for the purpose of dis
couraging or suppressing the slave trade 
in the north-eastern parts of Africa. Two 
questions of higher importance aud greater 
urgency have taxed to the utmost the di
plomatic ability of the Foreigu Secretary 
and the Government. Notwithstanding 
many drawbacks it is well that a new com
mercial treaty with France has been nego
tiated, and that pending disputes with the 
United Slates have been settled by the 
awards of Geneva aud Berlin.

The Daily -Yen’s observes that the year 
has no great legacy of marvel to btquealli 
to history. It has been almost barren of 
great events, as happy years in a ualiuu’s 
tile roust usually be. It will not occupy a 
prominent place in the annals of the times, 
nor be great ly marked iu the transe -tions 
of which year by year the almanacks per
petuate the record. But, like a prosperous 
though undistinguished citizen, whose plod
ding life has been spent in successful husi
uess, the year leaves some substantial gains 
to posterity. In political aud social mat
ters it has beeu a year of quiet, steady pro
gress. Its chief political work consisted 
in picking up the dropped threads of last 
year’s legislation, and tubbing off the old 
scores of spendthrift predecessors. The 
dropped (threads have beeu taken up suc
cessfully ; auil oply one or two of the bun
dle ot legislative problems it inherited re
main over for solution.

The Standard thinks that by statesmen, 
not only in England aud America, but 
throughout Christendom, the year now clo
sing will be remembered as the year of the 
Geneva arbitration. Politicians, dema
gogues, and election managers at home will 
—until 1880, at all events—know it as the 
year of the Ballot Act. These are the two 
great acheivemenls of the Ministry ; to 
these they owe their retention of olliee, of 
which at this time last ye.r, nay, an tain as 
April to May, there seemed but slight pro
bability, aud on the strength ot these their 
supporters claim for them the confidence 
and gratitude of the country.

The Daily Telegraph remarks that Mr. 
Gladstone’s Government has just completed 
the fourth aud eutered on the fifth year of 
its official existence, aud shows no sign of 
decay. From the outset it has pursued a 
polity of active legislation directed against 
time-worn abuses, uud has redeemed the 
promises whicf| preceded aud accompanied 
its origin. The closing year added notable 
triumphs to a list which rivals that of the 
reformed Parliaments forty years ago. 
Unbroken success is not the attribute of 
anything Itiimau, nor is it possible to avoid 
error or escape delect. Looking ou the 
years which preceded the last, we see that 
the amount ol effective work performed by 
Liberal agencies has been augmented during 
the past twelve mouths, and that the ground 
for confidence iu the luture is as firm as 
ever. Much has been done, but more re
mains to do. The State finances are 
flourishing beyond example ; education is 
striking its roots deep aud wide ; the army 
has entered ou a path which, if followed, 
must lead to great results ; the uavy is 
strong and well manned ; trade questions 
have beeu put iu a fair way towards settle
ment ; sanitary reform has made some pro 
grass ; and the ballot lias enabled every 
man to vote according to his conscience 
Liberal principles have been distinctively 
and triumphantly upheld iu borne and in
ternational policy. But the field of labour 
is as broad as ever, for we have not only to 
maintain what has been wou ; we have to 
extend the margin of accomplished facts

religion which she is chaigod fr* mjintatn 
i mrough all the ages, aiid m extend over the 
j whole worl 1. And if she lie laiili’ul n> 
that sacred trust, all else mav— .. .-.- — I*. 

■ left iu humility, iu confidence, and in 1„m
| to her glorified Head.'

>pe.

Sisttllantous.
ENGLISH NEWSPAPERS 

VEAU 187>.
ON T1JP

The Times says that during the year 187*2 
peace has not been disturbed iu any part ol" 
the civilized world, and at home, notwith
standing rapid fluctuations io the value of 
money and grave economical symptoms, 
commercial activity has not been seriously 
checked. The imports and exports have 
exceeded in value the amounts of all previ
ous years, though the quantities of goods 
have not increased in the same pioportion. 
The estimates of the public revenue have,

The Loudon Watchmnn gives this as the 
“ conclusion"’ of a long article entitled tlip 
“ closing year" :—

The prospects of the future can scarcely 
bo considered bright even by the inoat 
sanguine observers of events ; to many, 
indeed, they appear to he altogether the 
reverse. Very powerful elements of discord 
are at work upon society. Socialism in 
various forms aud degrees of intensity, too 
often associated with infidelity, is acting far 
and wide as a didutregratiug force. Po
pery, struggling in this land for ascendency, 
and in other lauds lighting hard to regain 
its diminished influence or to check the pro
gress of freedom, is an ever-present source 
of peril. The pent-up forces of popular 
passion which lie around us ready for ex
plosion manifested themselves during the 
summer in an alarming manner iu the city 
of Belfast. Looking over Europe and 
beyond it,costly aud truly iormidable nation
al armaments are becoming universal. 
Whatever go<>d intentions may he profess
ed, and may at present exist, no reign frf 
continuous aud assured peace seems to he 
really anticipated. Ou the contrary, to 
use the words of the ProIessor of Moral 
Philosophy at Cambridge, the nations com
pliment one another, aud distrust one 
another. The long continuance of very 
unfavourable weather both iu tlse Unit- 
led Kingdom aud iu not a few parts of 
the Continent, is calculated to give some 
reason for anxiety lest a season of scar
city, and perhaps ot sickness, should fol
low. Far and wide, a gloom seems to 
overspread the horizon, a sense of oppres
sion and impending danger to pervade the 
air. The signs of the times are indeed 
gloomy. But the mission of the* Church of 
Christ remains the same iu sunshine and in 
storm. Both in^ the insidious dangers of 
prosperity, aud iu the rougher perils of 
adversity, meu ueed above everything the

ritrfrai Intrlliqcnrc.
(•«►on N»:w> i rom K\«.l and —The geuersi 

new» from England ».« good. Moriey i< low at 
the Bank of England, about 4} per cent, and 
from 1 4 to 1-2 per vent lower in open market. 
The revenue is buovant and export» large. 
Wood brings high prices and kuowling ones 
yarding some ot our «.tapie» in that line. Rut 
the brightest items received by last mail relate 
to ships.

We recently remarked that we expected the 
unusual destruction ot shipping property, th* 
particulars ot whivK have been pretty tullr 
chronicled in our columns, would be likely very 
soon to cause an increased demand for our 
wooden ships, more particularly as iron is so 
high Already we have tangible evidence of 
the tact. A shipping house here, largely 
identified with the commerce ot the port, had a 
letter from their Liverpool correspondent, 
dated the 2nd inst.. from which we are permit
ted to make an extract. The writer says:— 
•• Owing to the unprecedented severe losses ol 
snipping this fall, prices have materially ad- 
vauved. and good serviceable ship*, ot all sixes, 
and about any age. arc Nvir worth fully a 
pouiuTocr ton more than they were (wo month* 
tit/o.. New eight year ships uncoppered would 
bring 1*10 (sterling) per ton in the preseat 
condition of the market." The same corres
pondent states that freighting business in al
most all directions, .shows signs ot activity, 
and that shipown vs expect to see another 
good year. Our reaeera in all the cities aud 
towns ot the Maritime Provinces, who owu 
more shipping, in proportion to their numbersK 
than any people in the world, and who are 
likelv to increase rather than decrease their 
tonnage, will be pleased to hear such goov new* 
from England. No doubt Bank Presidenla 
and Directors will make a note of the tact aud 
sndle benignant ly on their ship-owning custo
mers.—St.John Telet/rafJi.

It will be reitibered that Robert Barclay, im 
plicated in the sad affair terminating in the 
death ot Win. End, E»q., is now in gaol await
ing his trial, and that James Meahan is uow a 
fugitive from justice, a reward ot $1000 being 
offered for his apprehension. There are many 
tacts connected with that tragedy which, al
though known to some, are not yet made pub
lic. lor such is the state ot lawlessness prevail
ing in that vicinity, that it is unsafe at present 
to expose witnesses to the merciless scoundrels 
who »ntest the town of Bathurst. A gentleman 
who interested himself openly . in order to 
bring the guilty parties to justice, found the 
following threatening letter tn the key huW oil 
his trout door a lew days ago

“ Beware of false accuser ot wat vour savin 
about that innocent man .IM.. R. B* Vois 
have 1UUV $ reward offered for their apprehen 
cion. 1 have threats trom other men .), S.„ 
B. W. like W. M. W. You are hokiog for 
tbe supposed man but it ho is taken he will be 
resqued by a club no more from your «lain toe 
Charley hely find me out it you can. Beware 
ot the days ot yore in the year

Sworn bluid Orengemen look at that.
Here follow certain cabalistic oharacters sup

posed to ieprege.nl a coffin.
B. W. End. 

the hell town man.
Here follow the same cabalistic characters 

again.
The importance to be attached to this docu 

ment is this, that Mr. End was threatened iu a 
similar manner a tew days before his death, 
aud there is every reason to believe that the 
threat was put iu execution. Although unin
telligible to us the party by whom it was re
ceived understands every word ot it and is well 
on his guard.

When Barclay cernes up for trial the public 
require at the hands ot the goverment a search
ing investigation into the whole affair. Nothing 
else will satisfy.— t'redericton Htp.

From Newfoundland.—The mail steamer 
Tiger arrived oo Tuesday from St. John's N. 
K., bringing «I**». U-* “»*•-
tain little intelligence of interest or importance. 
A vessel with a case ot small pox on board ar
rived at Carbonwar recently trom Montreal. 
Tbe patient and another of the crew died of 
the disease on board tbe vessel, bet the captain, 
escaped contagion. St. John's papers report 
the loss of the schr. Magnolia, commanded by 
Capt. W. J. Percy, and owned by Mr. J. N. 
Finley. The Magnolia was bound from Syd
ney to St. John’s coal laden, and on the night 
of Sunday, 22nd ult., went ashore at Chanoe 
Bay, Eermeuse. Unhappily, the loss of the 
vessel was attended with the loss of nearly all 
her crew. |tbe Capt. and lour seamen having 
been washed overboard and drowned. The 
mate, Mr. Albert Percy, a brother ot the Cap
tain, was washed on shore in a halt-drowned 
condition, and was not discovered tor some 
hours, and then restored to lite and conscious 
ness only alter great difficulty, and hours ot 
almost bqpeles* effort. The vessel and cargo 
are a total wreck.

Killkd nr a Thick.—We regret to leant 
that Mr. Hector McLeod, of Campbell Settle
ment, King's County, was killed on Friday last 
at a “ chopping frolic,” by a falling tree. The
tree if appears was cut by a boy. and fell in a 
direction <|uite Unexpected by the boy and by 
three others who were dangerously near. Two 
escaped unhurt, but Mr. McLeod was struck 
in the back of the neck and almost instantly 
killed. The deceased was about fitly years old 
and leaves a wife and family,—St. John Tele
graph.

Thk Drowning oi Gkokgk Jamkhon— 
Further Particulars.—Un Monday of last 
week George Jameson, a young man twenty 
seven vears otage, was drowned off Halbe- 
ways Head, western side ot Deer Island. He 
had just returned from setting his nets, and 
alter landing a mail fie had with him in the 
boat, fie put her about to go a short distanoe 
further, when a squall struck her, the sheet 
being fast. She immediately upset, and he 
was lost. His body was found next day by 
dragging in the Vicmi'y of the place where the 
boat was upset.

Provincial Ai'I-ointmknt».— Pro. Secre
tary's OJfire, Halifax, 17th January, 1875.— 
His Honor the Lieut. Governor, by the advice 
of the Executive Council, has been pleased to 
make the followi ng appointments ;

To be a member ot the Executive Couucil 
—Daniel Macdonald. Esq , in the place of 
Hon. Wm. Garvie, deceased.

To be Commissioner ol Public Works and 
Mines—Hon. Daniel Macdonald, in tl e place 
ot Hon. Wm. Garvie deceased. — Uoyal (la- 
telle Extra.

New BitLWswh k Provincial Appoint
ments. Tbe / ogul (Joidle of Wednesday 
contains the following appointment* —

Theophilus I>-sbn»ay, K-q , to be Clerk 
of the Courty Court ot th«* County of Glou
cester, in the room of William End Esquire, 
deceased.

George S. Grinfmer, Esquire, to he Clerk 
of the Circuit tor the < "uunty of Charlotte, 
ih the room ol Lewis A. Mills, Esq. resigned.

A 11 vi:t> Yon a*.k.—The brigantine Three 
Sisters Killed hence lor Cow Bay on the btb 
ultimo, ami r. turned to this port On Monday 
afternoon, aller being tort y fiv.- days out with
out haring made ffi.- port ot her destination 
or any other. She ha» met with a succession 
of severe gales that have driven and kept her 
from the coast, ami m )»t of her crew are badly 
frozen.

A Nova Scotia Mate Murdered at Sea 
—Capt. ( ieo. A. Coon »ii, of tbe bArque En in a 
F. Secor. of St. John, N. B . writes from 
Buenos Ayres, under date Tl ih November, 
1n7"J lluit on the passage from Montreal to 
Monte Video, Sept. .VUb, Howard \. Croscup, 
of Granville. N S. mate of the vessel, wa» 
stabbed in the leg abov ; the knee by one_uf 
tbe crew, severing 911 aru-tv. ami died trou* 
loss of blood an 'lie 1 *.:la Oct. The prisoner 
(with two ol the crew a* witnesses) has been 
sent to England lor trial.

We commend to our legal friends every 
where tbe example of Judije Hoad ley who. at 
a recent meeting of the Cincinnati Bar As
sociation, made » motion that in the luture 
no liquors were to be furnished on such oc
casions. He said. “ We have too many wrecks 
along the coast tor us to b* holding out false
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