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for such ] take to suppose that patriotism and re­
ligion are hostile to each other, even 
in the circumstances in which Italy is 
placed. It is <|ulto true that the Holy 
Father insists upon independence, and 
that the traditions of the Church, ns 
well as the proper administration of 
ecclesiastical matters, require that his 
seat should be in Home in fact as well 
as in theory ; yet there is little or no 
doubt that if the Italian Government 
would show a disposition to make rea­
sonable provisions for the Hope’s inde­
pendence in Home, the Holy Father on 
his part would co-operate towards mak­
ing Italy a powerful and prosperous 
nation. ____

EDUOMAL NOTES. shocked at the new appoi 
say that Professor Morris 
his hand ns a friend of 
condemned Professors, Dvt 
Smith.

and vitiated taste that craves 
entertainments, but they do not create 
it. Its cause lies far deeper : and wo 
say emphatically that it is the divorce 
system that despoils a woman of her 
purity and that makes her but a play­
thing to bo discarded with impunity. 
This is the hideous fungus that is 
growing up at the root of our civiliza­
tion and slowly corrupting it, and 
Catholicity alone can destroy it.

any harm. He may imagine that 
his action is rendered legitimate 
by a multiplicity of reasons, but 
lie does not think of the ultimate con­
sequences. Ilis appeal may be couched 
in language as elegant as it is respect­
ful, but it is sure to be twisted and 
misquoted, to arouse a spirit of par­
tisanship in the bosom of his friends, to 
awaken the demon of criticism and of 
taunt and jibe : and from this to a 
direct and positive denial of ecclesias­
tical authority is but a short step. 
Vain it is for them to teach their fel­
lows lessons of humility and obedience 
if these virtues do not abide within 
their own souls.

The controversy that is occupying 
tho attention of certain individuals 
may have a far reaching influence, 
leaving its impress not only upon this 
generation but upon the minds of the 
future.

A priest assumes a tremendous re­
sponsibility when he undertakes to use 
the press for the furtherance of per­
sonal aims or the exposé of his griev­
ances.

kept pace with the increase of popula­
tion, its ratio being 8.1 percent.

Those figures prove that the loud 
boasting about the conversion of 
French Canadians to Protestantism, 
and especially to Presbyterianism, Is a 
fable.

Tho proofs of Protestant success 
as stated In the last report of the 
Evangelization Hoard to the General 
Assembly are a curiosity. The first 
and second are rather vague, and can 
scarcely bo said to be susceptible of 
confirmation by statistics, for there 
are no statistics on the subject. They 
are, “A growing intelligence and 
appreciation of evangelical truth. . 
the giving way of prejudices. . . .
and the desire to break away from 
ecclesiastical authority and domina- 
ation.” It is possible to think that the 
spread of education is favorable to 
Catholic progress more than to that of 
Presbyterianism. At all events Cath­
olicism lias not only kept its own but 
has increased slightly its percentage 
of population in the entire progressive 
Dominion during the last ten year#, 
having risen from 11.13 to -11.4(1 per 
cent.

The third proof is that many Catho­
lics "read proscribed literature.” 
We hope this Is not the case, for pros­
cribed literature includes both hereti­
cal and immoral writings. But as 
where figures are attainable, the re­
port is clearly fabulous, we may fairly 
presume that it is fabulous in this mat­
ter also. We have the same thing to 
say of the statement that 12,000 
French-Canadians in Canada, and 
25,000 in the United States are Pro­
testants, all converts within the last 
fifty five years. We do not believe it.

But we have something tangible in 
the number of children who are said to 
be attending the “Mission schools,” 
which is stated at 1,500. We may 
safely assume that the population re­
presented by these children is at least 
as great in proportion as the popula­
tion represented by the children at­
tending elementary, superior and in 
dependent schools in the Province.

Now tho Dominion year book tells 
us that the number ,of children attend­
ing these three kinds of school in 1889 
was 201,535, for a total population of 
1,488,551. This would give for the 
1,500 French pupils attending mission 
schools, a population of at least 8,537 
French-Canadians who must be chiefly 
converts within the last decade. But 
the mission schools are either Prcsby 
terian, Methodist or Baptist, and the 
total increase of these three sects in 
ten years was about 2,750, so that the 
French Canadian converts must have 
been about double the whole increase 
of these three sects during the last 
decade !
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OBTBUSl VE E VAVOEL1BTS.

Ir has been stated in some papers
that “ the people of Boston resolved in 
n public meeting " that Mgr. Satollj 
the Pope’s Ablegate, should leave the 
United States, as his presence is „ 
menace to the Republic, and particu­
larly to tho Public schools. But it an. 
pears by the Boston Transcript that 
the “ public meeting ” took place „„ 
Sunday in the “ People's Church," 
which at most would hold

- .

Tub Montreal Witius- 
inst. has the following inv. columns :

A correspondent disem 
length the abstract theol 
tion, whether a consistent 
olic can bo a loyal Bri 
There Is one plain practic 
the question, and that is t 
thousands of most devout 
lies who are also most li 
Of these, Mr. Desjardins 

There were

a few hun- 
How the 375,000 in.THE SITUATION IN ITALY. died persons, 

habitants of Boston could hold a public 
meeting there without bursting the 
walls is a mystery ; but the riddle is 
partly solved when we are made

It has always been our belief, even 
since the unification of Italy, that the 
country is at heart Catholic, and that 
if the opportunity were afforded for a 
fair vote to be taken, a very large 
majority would be found to be strongly 
attached to religion, in spite of the 
fact that they have endured and ap­
parently supported freely an inttdel 
Government.

edly one.
Catholics than the Howa 
Elizabeth’s day, and they 
late to draw their swor 
sovereign against the I 
are facts, and tacts arc 

Mr. Costello's ansi

aware
that tho no-Popery lecturer, Prof. 
Sims, was tho leading spirit tin-re 
Under such auspices the most impos­
sible things become facts. The Have 
hill Gazette, however, says : “ \\h0 
made Professor Sims and his associates 
the especial champions of the schools ? 
More harm is done by these long-eared 
agitators than can not be undone in a 
generation.”

MASSACHUSETTS SCHOOL LAW.

The efforts of Massachusetts fanatics 
to closo the parochial schools, through 
the refusal of tho school committees to 
authorize them, have been thwarted. 
The Supreme Court of the State has 
decided that the sending of a child to 
a parochial school is a sufficient com­
pliance with the statutes, if the child 
be instructed ill all the branches 
required by law, even when the school 
committee of the town or city refuses 
to appro've of the school. This decis­
ion was made in tho case of Frank 
Roberts of Fitchburg who was prose­
cuted by A. P. A. members for not 
sending his eleven year-old daughter 
to a Public school. He successfully 
defended himself on the plea that he 
sent the child to a private (parochial) 
school where the education is good.

The Boston Ileratd in commenting 
upon this decision states that it is highly 
important, as it takes away from the 
school committees the right which 
many of them imagined they possessed, 
to taboo a parochial school as a 
means of education.. The Herald con­
tinues :

“The only authority left the school 
committee here is that their certificate 
shall be sufficient affirmatively to show 
that the child has been properly in­
structed ; but if they refuse to grant 
this, it is still left in the power of the 
parent to prove such proper 
tion by the proficiency in studies of 
the child itself. This practically is a 
victory for those who have claimed the 
right to send their children where 
they desire without consulting school 
committees. It is an incentive to 
parochial schools to properly instruct 
scholars, for they are liable to be 
legally examined on this point.”

It was by having his child examined 
that Mr. Roberts proved that its educa­
tion was not being neglected, and she 
was found to be more than usually 
well advanced in her studies. The 
victory for the Catholic school was 
complete; and the fact that such a test 
was made will tend to a result which 
the fanatics neither expected nor 
desired. It will assist in preparing 
the way for a State recognition of the 
Catholic schools ; and, indeed, there 
are evidences that public opinion is 
gradually but surely veering round 
to this direction. Thus though the 
Herald itself was formerly a deter­
mined opponent of the Catholic schools, 
it admits now that the change is tak­
ing place. It continues :

“ Our impression is that the feeling 
against parochial schools is not so 
strong as it was. One of the most able 
and popular of the orthodox clergy­
men in this vicinity declared on Sun­
day that he respected the Catholics for 
their desire to superintend the relig­
ious education of their children.”

The Presbyterian Board of French 
Evangelization having its head quar­
ters in Montreal lias issued a strong 
appeal to the Church at large through 
the Dominion for help in the work of 
French Evangelization The ground 
ol the appeal is that lhe General As­
sembly recommended this work and 
ordered an annual collection to be 
taken up to promote it.

In recommending this work to its 
renders a recent issue of the l’resby-

over.
that Roman Catholics arc 
their creed.

The Witness correspo 
know that with Catholi 
country is a duty accori 
creed. With Protestant! 
sentiment, for each ind 
his own creed, according 
our fancies, 
fore, better than their cr­
ate loyal, but a Catho 
better than his creed, ' 
the perfect code, of mor 
produced millions of sain 
to duty.
Protestants make concer 
is that they suppose thaï 
Pope overrides loyally t( 
Our loyalty to the Pope 
spiritual, with which I 
nothing to do. We “ re 
the things that are Ca-sa 
the things that are God’i

The Jewish population and the Free­
masons are enemies to religion—not to 
the Catholic religion alone, but to all 
Christianity — and the office holders 
vote with them when they go to the 
polls, because they areunderebligation 
to support tho Government. There is 
a certain proportion of the people also 
who are captivated by the cry for a 
united Italy, and who, placing what 
they believe to be patriotism above 
attachment to religion, give their 
votes similarly to those who support 
the present condition of things.

But taken altogether these classes 
form but a small proportion of the 
people. It may be reasonably asked, 
therefore, why it is that at the polls 
the supporters of united Italy as it 
now exists, or in other words the 
supporters of an irreligious Govern­
ment. have always carried tho elec­
tions since the Pope's dethronement. 
The answer to this is not to be sought 
far away. It is perfectly well known 
that for reasons satisfactory to the 
Holy Father it has been his wish 
that the Catholics of the country should 
uot set themselves in useless opposi­
tion to the Government by defeating 
it at the polls, as he feared lest there­
by only confusion and bloodshed would 
result.

The Italian question, comprising 
the question of the Pope’s i ndependence, 
is not solved yet, and the Holy Father 
does not desire it to be solved by vio­
lence. This is one of the reasons for 
his desire that Catholics should 
abstain from voting at the national 
elections ; aid they do abstain through 
respect for his wishes. Hence it has 
always been easy to see that but a 
small proportion of the qualified 
electors voted at all. Another reason 
for this is that it is the general con­
viction among Catholics that the mere 
exercise of the franchise would be a 
recognition of the existing state of 
things, and accordingly they do not 
exercise it.

There have been from time to time 
elections held for purposes other than 
national, and on these occasions the 
Catholics have sometimes shown their 

A power in a manner not to be mistaken. 
Thus last year a popular vote was 
taken in Milan in reference to the re-
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Two seminarians who are serving 
their military years at Toulouse, 
Franco, were recently imprisoned 
fifteen days for serving Mass with 
their uniforms on. Their colonel 
of opinion that thereby the service was 
degraded, though It is not deemed any 
degradation if the soldiers wear their 
uniforms in disreputable places, or in 
performing menial services for their 
officers. It appears that under the 
present Government of France it is 
deemed disgraceful to serve God but 
highly honorable to serve mail, for 
surely the colonel would not have 
acted in this way if he had not 
imagined that ho was doing what 
would be approved by the Government 
Thus works the French military law 
whereby seminarians are taken from 
their ecclesiastical studies to serve in 
tho army. It is a consolation to the 
good Catholics of France, however, 
that other officers regard religion w ith 
more respect than the colonel of the 
59th, which is the regiment to which 
the seminarians belong, and we read 
with more pleasant emotions that the 
Abbe Carnel has been honored with the 
cross of the legion of honor for seven­
teen years’ service in the military hos­
pital of Lille as chaplain.

A TEIlltIHLE OUTLOOK. Protestai!
Dr. De Costa, of New York, has 

written an article which has given 
rise to much thought and discussion. 
There is, he says, something appalling 
in the revelations of the census. The 
condition of the marriage relations 
alone would preclude happiness. 
Think of from fifty to sixty thousand 
immoral women in New York patron­
ized by five times that number of men ! 
Think of 328,710 divorces in twenty 
years !

We have no hesitation in attaching 
credence to this sad statement, for per­
mit divorce and you legalize adultery.

Permit divorce, and home, with all 
its cherished and tender memories, 
with husband and wife linked together 
by a love that death alone can sever, 
is a myth. What pretexts may not 
be given for the purpose of separa­
tion ! Every day the most trivial 
causcsare assigned, and, strange tosay, 
justice deems them strong enough tç 
sanction the severing of the marriage 
bond.
divorce court proceedings, and you 
must admit that lust in this age of 
culture and progress is of shameless 
and brazen effrontry. And yet, back 
in the sixties the tide of immorality 
was sweeping over American homes.

“The absence of moral restraint,” 
says the New York Express of the 
6th of February 1809, “ has produced 
the same effect on morality as the same 
cause produced one thousand eight 
hundred years ago on the decrepit 
Rome of the Caisars. In the older 
States of Maine and Massachusetts the 
number of children is incomparably less 
than it was : the proportion is so 
enormous that we dare not publish it.”

We might multiply quotations, but It 
were to prove a truth too well known to 
even the superficial observer. Legisla­
tors may denounce this terrible scourge 
and enact laws to stay its progress, 
but they will find their efforts produc­
tive of little or no fruit, 
power is needed that can lay hold of 
the conscience—and that power is held 

what good ? What only by the Catholic Church.
Protestantism first desecrated the sanc­

tity of the home by permitting bigamy. 
Its founders ridiculed the very idea of 
chastity, and set the example of un­
bridled self-gratification and licen­
tiousness : and wo may not wonder if 
their followers are guided by their 
lives and precepts.

The Catholic Church alone placed 
woman in her true sphere. Her rights 
and her purity has been always the 
object of her watchful and tender 
solicitude, and history has yet to 
record a decree emanating from the 
Vatican that permits a husband to 
repudiate his lawful wife. It is un­
lawful. has been her cry when the 
mighty ones of the world have en­
deavored to wrench from her the words 
that would prove her recreant to 
her dignity and duty.
Popes, ’’ says tho Protestant Yon Mullor, 
“could hold up no other merit than 
that which they gained by protecting 
marriage against the brutal lusts of 
those in power — notwithstanding 
bribes, threats and persecutions—that 
alone would render them immortal for 
all future ages. "

The absence of moral restraint may 
be indicated by the large patronage 
bestowed on the music halls of New 
York. Some may be exponents of 
legitimate art, but we must be 

should prefer suffering of any kind to strangely organized to say this of the
places where the dancers of Paris 
disport themselves in a manner con­
trary to decency. The managers of 

Evangelization ; humiliation than to tarnish the beauty such institutions are worthy of all con­
demnation, but they are of the class 

which has no evangelization society, I Not that the man who appeals that believes in giving the public what 
is the only important sect which almost to the public for justification means it wants. They pander to the low

terian lleview says that there is a 
better way to fuse the diverse races of 
our country “ into national homogene­
ity ” than by “passing through the 
alembic of war " or by “a baptism of 
blood,” which some believe to be the 

Its recommendation is

«as

The mistake

only way. 
this :

“The gospel of peace is a mightier 
factor in civilization than the power 

. . To win Que-of armed hosts, 
bee to the gospel would be to dispel 
the clouds that hover on the national 
horizon of Canada.

I
And it can be 

Already there arc hopeful signs 
The leaven is

It is an illustration of 
to which private inti 
Scripture leads that a i n 
.man, Rev. T. C. Jackso 
coe street Unitarian Ch 
preached a sermon on 
5, in favor of Sunday ci 
whilst in most of the 
taut churches sermons 
against the running of 
Jackson expressed the 
vote of 26th inst. will l 
day car service. In Moi 
England, Edinburgh 
and in the United State 
ations use the Sundae 
scruple of conscienc 
Toronto ministers deni 
anti Christian.

i
won.
of an awakening, 
working slowly as it should work. ”:

We have been accustomed to see in 
the columns of our contemporary a 
great deal of rant on the charity with 
which one Christian Church should re­
gard another; and on this principle 
Anglicans have frequently been 
severely lectured for not taking Pres­
byterianism to its bosom on an equal 
footing with itself. Wo have read in 
its columns essays on the means of 
bringing about Christian union, the 
method usually proposed being that 
the sects should ignore each other's 
differences of doctrine, and leave to 
each other a free field wilhout rivalry 
in the propagation of the gospel. 
This mode of conduct has been re­
presented as a true Christian charity 
and union which Christ prayed might 
exist in His Church. Why then arc 
Catholics excluded from this charity ? 
Why are French-Canadians to be 
postered with missionaries who only 
wish to deprive them of their faith,

. and have nothing to substitute for it ?
Are there not hoodlums in Toronto 

who spend their surplus energy in 
crying out “to hell with tho Pope," 
breaking the windows of Catholic 
charitable institutions, and throwing 
stones at Bishops and other Catholics 
who have given no provocation what­
soever ? Would not these rowdies 
need evangelization more than tho 
French-Canadians, who are prover­
bially a peaceable, sober and industri­
ous people ?

The appeal of the Board of French 
Evangelization states that 810,000 are 
needed at the end of August 
for the payment of salaries. 
This is undoubtedly the secret 
of tho zeal which is expended 
on French Canadian evangelization. 
There are a few French Canadians who 
have for some reason or other aban­
doned the faith of their fathers, and 
some of these having just enough 
learning to make them presumptuous 
and impertinent, undertake tiro role of 
evangelists because it affords them an 
easy means of living.

They knew well that the “converts" 
will be few and far between, but they 
rely on the gentle disposition and toler­
ance of Jean Baptiste to obtain an 
entrance to their homes, and they tell 
the gullible people of Ontario that they 
are making great headway ; and from 
their reports one would imagine that 
Quebec is all on the verge of becoming 
Protestant ! But the census tells a 
very different tale.

We before now called attention to

in st rue

Peruse the accounts of

A mono those who were recently con­
firmed at Kalamazoo, Michigan, by 
Bi^iop Foley, of Detroit, forty-eight 
were converts. Facts like these are 
of frequent occurrence, but no such 
noise is made about them as was made 
whenthe few French Canadians became 
Baptists a few months ago at Sorcl 
because they were discontented on 
account of the site selected by the 
Bishop for the erection of a church. 
There is a difference too in the motives 
which influence Protestants to become 
Catholics. They do so, not from dis- " 
content at some matter of administra­
tion, but through conviction that the 
Catholic Church is the one A'hich was 
instituted by Christ to last till the con­
summation of the world ,* and often 
they make great sacrifice? for con­
science sakti.

Apropos of the missionary Work 
now being done for the negro race in 
the United States, a correspondent of 
the Philadelphia Times states that in 
the city of Baltimore there are three 
Catholic churches especially for the use 
of negroes, with a day school attached 
to each, an academy for the higher 
education of girls, an orphan asylum 
which takes care of over 300 orphan 
children, and a colored [Sisterhood 
called the Oblate Sisters of Providence. 
There are handsome churches in 
Washington, Richmond, Charleston 
and other Southern cities. There is 
also at Baltimore a seminary for the 
education of youths for missionarv 
work among the negro population of 
the United States. During the past 
few years the progress of the Church 
among tho negroes has been very 
great, and it is expected that it will 
be still greater in the near future.
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A WO HD OE ADVICE.
i It was our hope that Satolli's pro- 

nouncment on the school question would 
have settled all controversy and 
guided tho turbulent waters of acrid 
personalities and bitter discussion 
into tho channel of right reason and 
moderation. Our hope, however, has 
not been realized, for the war still 
goes on. We may well ask tho 
question, For 
beneficial effect is produced by the 
insinuations, the rumors and reports 
of things ecclesiastical with which 
Catholic editors arc at present accus­
tomed to regale their readers't What 
is effected save tho engendering of 
rancour and hatred and a sharp and 
oftimes virulent manner of dealing 
with ecclesiastical superiors. Whether 
right or wrong, a Catholic must fall 
into line with his religious chief. 
Speculatively he may have different 
views, but practically he should agree 
with his superiors.

What is true of the Catho­
lic layinam is, a fortiori, true 
of the priest. We may well won­
der at any priest who presumes to 
ventilate his grievances through the 
public press. It may do for a politi­
cian, whose advancement depends 
upon the credulity or patronage of tho 
public, but for a priest — invested 
with tho highest dignity, consecrated 
for higher things, set apart from men 
to live a life of perfection and to labor 
unto the end in obedience, humility 
and self-denial — it will bo ever a 
thing unlawful. He is the sentinel 
on the watch-tower to guide aright tho 
toiling multitudes. He is the noble, 
single-hearted man who is intent upon 
sowing tho seeds of pence and good­
will in tho hearts of men and who

introduction of religious teaching in 
the schools, and a similar vote was 

On both occasionstaken this year, 
the vote was overwhelmingly in favor
of the Mange, the total number of votes 
pn the last oçcasiçq being over 30,000, 
fourteen-fifteenths of which were in

People who hold such opinions can­
not consistently, and surely will not, 
continue to oppose the parochial 
schools, as they have done ill the past.

The case of the defendant Mr. 
Roberts, had already been decided 
against him by the Superior Court, 
and it was brought before the full 
bench of the Supreme Court, with the 
result that the verdict of guilty against 
the defendant has been set aside.

The judges decided that “ If the 
school committee has not approved of a 
particular school, or has expressly re­
fused to approve of it, then the person 
having the control of a child, if he sends 
the child to that school, must take the 
responsibility of being able to prove 
that he has been sufficiently and pro­
perly instructed there. He has no 
such responsibility if he sends the 
child to a private day-school approved 
by the school committee. The defend­
ant in this case should have been 
allowed to prove that tho child had 
been instructed in the branches of 
learning required by law, although 
the school committee had expressly 
refused to approve the school in ques­
tion.”

r favor of religious education.
The municipal election which took 

place in Rome on the 18th of June 
indicates that the Catholic party are 
now about to take greater interest in 
the political situation than they have 
hitherto done. The Catholics could 
only nominate twelve candidates for 
the Council for the eighteen seats 
which were to be filled, and they 
succeeded in electing almost their 
entire ticket, viz., eleven out of their 
twelve candidates, though they 
brought out but a small portion of 
their strength to tho poll. Even as 
the matter stands, out of 45,483 voters 
on the register, only 14,150 came to 
the poll. The unsuccessful clerical 
candidate was defeated only by the 
treachery of false friends, whereby a 
second candidate was put into the 
field in opposition to the regular candi­
date of the party.

For the Provincial Council the Cath­
olic party also elected their candidates, 
who wore Prince Antici Mattei and 
Marquis Juluis Sacchetti ; and there is 
little doubt that if the Holy Father 
would only give encouragement to the 
Catholics to come forward in their full 
strength they would he able to carry 
the general elections. It is not 
thought, however, that Pope Leo XIII. 
is prepared at present to take the step 
of encouraging this movement.

We should add hero that It is a mis-
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Lane Presbyterian Seminary,
Ohio, is to have its faculty re-organ­
ized, as a result of the heresy trials, 
and the wind is blowing in such a 
direction that the newly-fledged 
faculty will probably bo entirely on 
the side of those who have been con­
demned by the General Assembly as 
heretics. Professor Morris has the con­
trol in re-organization, and the first 
new appointment is that of a thorough 

It is well known in Fitchburg that “ Liberal,” that is to say, a Latitu- 
tho only reason why the committee re- dinarlan, Professor Henry W. Hurl- 
fused to approve the school was be- butt, of Marietta College, a Congrega- 
cause it was a Catholic school taught tionalist of well defined anti-creed 
by a religious order. But they have views. Professor Hurlbutt has been 
received a rebuff from the Supreme the professor of history and rhetoric 
Court which they will not readily for-1 in Marietta. The Orthodox party in

much

n' 7tl.

v V\ 8. i-1ry the fact that while tho Catholic popula-
ii »< < lion of Quebec shows a rate of increase 

considerably above that of tho prov­
ince, tho Protestant denominations 
fall greatly below it. Tho total in­
crease was 8.7 per cent, in ten years ; 
tho Catholic, 9.4, the non Catholic, j the risk of endangering tho salvation 
4.2. The Presbyterian increase was of the soul of tho meanest Individual. 
4.4. percent, with all the pretended sue- Bettor far to live in disgrace and 

of French

i ,v. General Lew W 
“ Ben Ilur," has pla 
of a publisher the 
new novel entitle 
India : or, the Fall i 
The distinguished 
doubt achieve ano 
deserves it, not on);
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while the Church of England alone of anyone’s faith.

S get. Presbyterianism are veryI
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