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THRER

and boyhood, then later somewhat |
mechanically, This present activity |
of his spirit might perhaps not hu‘
termed formal prayer; yet it was |
supplication—sincere, fervent, self

forgetful. In his tense conscious

ness he tasted the bitterest draught

of # cup of vicarious sorrow—why |
could not his strong body suffer |
inetead of that delicate frame ? If he
could have taken her place, hnw‘
gladly he would have done so—'"bad |
Love but the warrant, Love's heart |
to dispense !"

During these interminable nights
it was only by dint of great tact that
the doctor and nurse could persuade
him to take the rest he needed. He
maintained that the nurse could help
more efficaciously if she got some
rest at night ; whenever he could he
watched from midnight till dawn.
After awhile there was evidence of |
improvement, so the nurse consented
to let him have his way. Conscious
ness seemed gradually returning ;
the patient had begun to speak a
little—the doctor has forborne to
reveal his anxiety lest she should
never speak again—so even though
her words were incchcicui ne was
reassured. John attributed her
broken phrases to her weakness, or
to the effect of the medicine—the
purse had warned him not to be
alarmed. Hence, night as he
kept his guard of affection, he tried
not to be disturbed when she spoke |
once or twice disconnectedly. She
was saying his name, as she had
done before, without seeming defl
nitely to realize his presence ; evi
dently the words were spoken not
with the intention of addressing
bhim, but with the instinct of
pressing what was vaguely passing
in her mind. She had said his name
twice

"Jack Jack and now
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Sunday. ¢ took her hand gently
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that she had ceased
matter with him, save for that
gentle, persistent question every
Sunday when he parted from her at
Peter's door: “Are you coming
in Yet though she hnd ceased to
persuade him, evidently the matter
had troubled her deeply, for now
almost the only sustained sentence
that she had uttered since her fall
was this one, revealing perhaps the
greatest grief of her life. All the
more bitter was it to Jack that she
was not conscious of what she was
saying. Now, when all he
would not have added to her pain, he
3 a weight upon her poor sick
heart. Sitting there alone with her,
the iron entered his soul. Down to
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He usurps my place,” complained

Nora to the doctor in John Martin’'s
presence. ' If he is not careful, I'll
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my salary false tenses.”’
John
two together

“Indeed, it's tender as & woman he
je—and it's a fine husband he'd
make.

“The
the doctor, who delighted to tease
the nurse about her own obduracy in
affairs of the heart

“Not to all comers, answered
Nora. ‘'Never a perscnal look does
he throw me. Indeed, his
mother who bas his whole heart !”

T'm
marry,

“And what
want divided affections asked
Nora adding : "It's the leech he has
been, in that room, often interfering
with my duties. But I haven't the
heart or the force of character to
drive him out.

During the that followed
Nurse Nora often obliged to
repeat her protests to the doctor, but
finally came days when Mrs. Martin
was able to be about once more, to
take walke, with her arm
john's. Gradually she seemed her
gelf again, and life settled back
into its former routine. John began
going regularly to his office.

it's
gure she wishes him to
declared the doctor. #
16

woman 18 would

weeks

was

mother were sitting on their
front porch when their neighbor,
Doctor Brown, stopped for a little
chat with them, incidentally making
motes, according to John's request,
upon his mother's appearance.

his

flald seems free, Nora,” said

| and

within |

At the |
end of his second week there, he and \

Suddenly Mrs. Martin announced :

“Doctor, 1'm going to church
tomorrow |

“Ie that any way to talk to your
doctor ? You know very well, Mrs.
Martin, that the proper form
‘Doctor, may I go 7' "

“Nonsense | I'm well enough, and
I'm not going to be kept at home by
you two men any longer.

"Humph ! It's a real declaration
of independence she's making,” eaid
John,

“Just an announcement of social

news,’” said Mrs, Martin with her old |

gay spirit,

"Oh, of course, if
church-going is to you,
the doctor,
her.

“Well, I do expect to see my friends

-when it comes to that—and I'm
sure the Lord doesn't mind at all.’

" 'See how these Christians love
one another |'—you'll be giving me a
text to prove it, so I anticipate you.

The next morning Mrs. Campbell
once more exclaimed to her hus
band :

“Fathar ol your hat ; it must be
time to start to church, for if there's
net Mrs. Martin and going,
just like old times !

Blessedly like "ole times
the mother and son,
once more together, Yet in a world
of mutability, not exactly like old
times was it after all, for when they
arrived at the church door Mrs,
Martin paused for John's usual fare
well,

“But I'm going
time—and all the time,” esaid John
gently, adding as they went up the
steps : "And, mind you, you've got a
lot of time to make up for no time
to be praying for anybody but your
self. Let others do their own
ing.
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“"Let them ! I'm not the
who has to make up lost
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first published by Leonce de
maison, S. J., i
later collect o volumes under
the sama title, Pretre
Champ de Bataille,” by Joseph-Papin
Archambault, S. J., other sim-
ilar studies of the heroic part taken
by the fighting French priests h
doubtless felt a thrill of
and admiration at the
patriotism and courage given by
these calumniated and persecuted
victims of anti clericalism. A con
servative estimate has put it on
record that out of the 30,000 priests
called to service in the French arm
ies more than 3,000 have been killed,
an extremely large proportion in it
gself, but the more remarkable from
the fact that many of the enlisted
priests, being too old or ill for serv

ice on fighting line have not
come within the range of fire at all,
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French members of
the Society Jesus fighting for

rance more than fifteen per cent.
have lost their lives, and of those
still alive ninety-three per cent. have
been decorated. It with

t secular

150

of

is the same
1d the
tact y Te
of

on

the other religious &
I'hes
refutation

membered f{ uture

stock lmnies concerning the c

stantly exploited doubl
Catl
In every pha of
the Fr
themsel
as priva
in the
and attendant
pacitated
service
they have pa
domitable bas b
gelf-sacrifice
honor of

allegiance of
lics.

milit
have
1aplains,

Ary 8ervi
gsignalized
cl a8 ollcers,
the guns,

38, a8 stretcher-bearers,

v
tes, 1 air, at

n the
trench

als.

for

nea
further
the armj
8ed t nother, 80 1n
heir passion of

welfare and

speaking of
an article in a recent number of
Etudes, called "L Idee de Patrie,
the editor makes the following com
ment

" The t
lished, in it
1915, an

by
y

in one brancl

their cot

has alres

of

Etudes pub

3 i8sue December 20

Lieutenant J. Rullier, who was at
that time convalescing from two
severe wounds received in the War.
Father Rullier found himself de
barred from further service in the
artillery ; accordingly he entered the
flying corps, and it was as a lieuten

| ant in the aviation department that

he met his glorious death for France
on March 23, 1917."”

It is notes like the above that sad-
den but glorify the pages of the liter-
ature of the War,

The priests have fallen in greater
proportion to their numbers, per
haps, than any other class in France,
the reason not far to seek.
They have been eager to take on
themselves the posts and the work
most fraught with danger. A little
incident told without embellishment
by Pere Antonin Eymieu, S. J.,
brochure, “ En Face de la Douleur,”
is an apt and forceful illustration :
" The captain said ' Eight men are
needed fOr a very perilous mission.’
Eight men stepped out of the ranks.
"All priests!” was the comment of
their comrades.” The spirit of self-
sacrifice, of never counting the cost
of duty, long since a habit, the desire
to make reparation for the sins of
their country, and a love of France
not dampened but rather intensified
by expatriation and persecution,

is

| to draw good out of evil,

| were several ¥

excellent article under the |
same title, written anonymously by |

in his |

-———————

nerved their priestly hearts, where
others blanched with fear, So it

has been with the clergy as a whole. |

The record of their deeds of valor is
written in gold.

No one will deny that the example
of their heroism, devotedness and
purity of life has made them a spec
tacle to angels and to men. Their
military service was a thing that
should never have been forced on
Liwn), and yet God has known how
Through
the merciful workings Divine
Providence they have
powerful influence on their country
men by the very fact that they lelt

of

smoking guns to offer the Sacrifice |
of the Mass, and laid aside dripping |

bayonets to lift their hand in absolu
tion. It was their soldier-garb and
their soldier-deeds which first dis
armed suspicion and gave the lie to
calumny, and enabled them to win
their way to soldier hearts.

Anti-clerical hatred, which ex
Pressed itself so bitterly in the law
of 1880 and ¥az couwpieied 1n the
law of 1905, and which trusted to
prevent or at least to spoil vocations
to the priesthood by drafting ecclesi
astics into the army, has proved, as
& writer in Civilta Catolica remarks,
&' veritable vendetta. Contrary to
sectarian expectations, religious op
pression has diminished neither the
number nor the zeal of the priests ;
rather it has filled the ranks of the
French army with unsuspected chap
lains, who have been recognized
cilicially and otherwise, as the high
est type of military valor and patriot
ism. Thus it has come to pass that
the very chosen by the
"li‘ll(’]} Government to wreck Chris
tianity in the land which at heart
80 thoroughly ¢ has become
f the most potent instruments
for that country’s religious resurrec
T'his fact testifiled to by a
military chaplain quoted in the Dub
1915
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Abbe , O Ber
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We have just spent five days in
the trenche Well, the first even
ing men seaid to me; ' Listen,
you who are a cure, or nearly so, you
must say the prayers for us.’ You
may imagine with what joy I con
sented. So every evening I said the
prayers aloud and everybody an
swered.’

Another incident,
same number of the Dublin Review,
gives an example of a sfill
sacerdotal form of minigtry :

my

related in the
more

" The regiment |the 29th infantry
was in the trenches and under heavy
fire. Suddenly a priest from the
Basque country, a corporal, leaped
up the all the
enemy's fire I'hey cried to him to
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Such incidents could be multiplied
indefinitely. One of the remarkable
things about them is the ease with
which the soldier assumes the dig
nity of his priesthood and uses his
God-given authority to preach and
rebuke, even his superior officers,
and the reverence which is shown
him in the exercise of his
priestly functions. Once these are
over he lapses back into a trustdd
and popular comrade-in-arme. Such
a state of affairs, imposeible under
normal conditions and brought to
pass by the iniquitous law which
forces priests into the trenches and
puts rifles into their anointed hands,
is having a large share in the moral
and religious regeneration of France.

But when all thisis said and recog
nized, and due allowance
the undoubted fact, it still remaine
true, that the fighting priest is an
anomaly in the Church. The shed
ding of human blood is utterly alien
to the sacerdotal character ; it has
never been permitted to priests, ex
cept in the case of
defense or as an act of military duty,
in a just war, when the law of the
land requires of the priests service
in the army, As is clear from the
century-old discipline of the Church,
the instruments of war have no
rightful place in the hands of those
destined or ordained to the ministry
of souls. The priest’'s mission, like
Christ's, is to lay down his own life

exercised a |
| if they
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| theirs

| lated

made for |

juptifiable self- ‘

for his flock, not to. take the lives of |
others, }

Nor is this a matter of mere fitness |
or sentiment ; it is accurately pro
vided for in the legislation of the
Church, All those who have killed
or mutilated another or have muti
lated or attempted to kill themselves |
incur irregularity, which means that |
they are permanently debarred, un
less the Church lifts the irregularity,
from the reception of Holy Orders ;
from promotion to higher Orders ;
that is, from the priesthood if they
be deacons, and from the episcopate
be priests; and from the
exercise of the functions conferred
on them in ordination. This irregu-
larity the new Code of Canon Law
been careful to retain, for we
read in Canon 985 that irregularity
is incurred by all those “ who have
committed voluntary homicide ‘
have mutilated themselves or others,
or have attempted to take their own
lives."”

At

firet sight il wouid appear that
the French priests, who are taking
part in actual fighting, fall under
this canon. A moment's reflection,
however, shows that such actions of
a8 result in the taking of
human life are not wholly voluntary
on the contrary, they are done under
compulsion. The matter
from the established practice and
teaching of the Church ; but it has
been made doubly clear by a recent
deglsion of the Sacred Penitentiary,
one of the three tribunals, which to-
gether with the Sacred
tions, make up the Curia,
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on the part of her priests re
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That priests should be on the fir
ing line as combatants is universally
regretted; and even those Irench
writers who do homage to the excel-
lent apostolic work done by priests
in the field, for example, A. Michel
in the Revue Pratique d' Apologeti
que, for November, 1916, neverthe
less maintain that the same priests,
exceptl in certain e
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France, he visited
To his Albany hearers he re-
that " before the War every
little homestead had its statue of
Mary and the Infant Jesus. They
were placed in glass cases and at
certain times of the year they were
bedecked with jewels and flower

But now there are no more
The glass has been broken
shells of the Germans,
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the

where

statues.
by the
The rug on

| which the faithful knelt when paying

tribute to their patrons, is no more
but they kneel in the cold mud
pray for the one who is away. To
every Catholic here tonight, and I
speakws a Protestant, I will say that
you can be proud of your faith, for it
has sustained the spirit of the
French people and made them stand
firm and brave in the face of their
terrible trial. We are proud of it,
a8 they too will be, who are return
ing to its practice.—Catholic Tran
script.
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MARY PICKFORD AND PRAYER

Mary Pickford, writing in the
Chicago Herald some time ago, is
authority for the following story, |
which gives us an insight into her
character. She says :

“I was frightfully worried just be-
fore mother went on the operating
table a few months ago and I asked

| Thg, minister of this

| a8

all the little children in an orpban
age where I frequently go, to pray

i
|

for her on the day of the operation, |

The Sisters got them all up at 6
o'clock in the morning, to hear Mags
and pray fcr mother, One baby, not
more than four years old, suddenly
broke the silence of the chapel by
saying aloud in her baby voice

" 'Please, Dod, don't let
Pickie's mother die.

I am thankful that the little
orphan's prayer was answered and I
have my mother well
again,

More than one has experienced
that the prayers of the poor, of the
afllicted, of children, and especially
of the poor little orphans, ie very
acceptable to God.—The Monitor,

Mary
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STRANGE MORAL
ADVISERS
-

We quite often see foolish letters
(sup posedly written by girls) in news
papers, asking for advice on matters
of personal propriety. These letters
bespeak a very ignorant state of
mind on the part of the writers.
Now a Catholic girl need never write
to a newspaper for directions in
questions of conscience. She has
had a Catholic training which gives
the best possible rules and principles
of, conduct. A well-regulated con
science informs her when anything
goes beyond the bounds of modesty
and decorum. saved the
humiliation of writing to a person
who makes a lucrative business of
giving “advice to love-lorn, sill
maidens
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matters of

social convent and of

etiquette there is room for doubt and
disagreement as to what is strictly in
keeping with, and what is opposed
to, generally accepted standards of
propriety. These thi like all
merely social usages change
from time to time, and not
only admit of different inter
pretations among various nations,
but are variously explained by
the several classes of society.
But in the question referred to, light
and guidance are sought not only in
manners and eocial deportment.
The letters betray a painful un
cerfainty and sometimes a ocrude
misconception of the firmly establish
ed law that should guide ail Chris
tian conduct.

No one is ever allowed to do any
thing knowingly and deliberately
that become a proximate occa
sion Every well instructed
Cathol rstands this statement,
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information matters
When there is anything weighifig up
or causing worry and
every Catholic knows
where to find light and guidance. 1t
in ti Sacrament

in these
on the mind
annovance,
of Confession.
sacrament
empowered to teach, to give counsel
in matters of conscience, and to
dispel vexation and anxiety. This
advice will not be as acceptable per
haps as that given in Aunt Betty's
" Information Column' of your
favorite evening paper. There will
be no camouflage about it. But the
chances are that will
sane, practical, and to the point.
Catholic girls ! do not act like those
who are living in spiritual darkness
when you are privileged to know and
to enjoy all the blessings of the chil
of light.—Rev. A. Muntsch in
Our Sunday Visitor.
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The new
Ferrer, New
Dominican

| $800,000, was solemnly dedicated on

Sunday, May 5, by His Eminence,
Cardinal Farley, in the presence of a
gathering of prelates and clergy such
is seldom seen at a
ceremony. The new church occupies
the site of the old Church of St. Vin-
cent Ferrer, at Lexington avenue
and Sixty-sixth street
the largest

parigh church in

great Cathedrals.
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| Connor D'Arcy's Struggles.

By

60c. Each Postpaid

Bond and Free. By Jean Connor. A new story by
an author who knows how to write & ,.;.un?.my
strong book

By W. M Bertholde.

A novel that depicts to us in vivid colors the
battles of life which a noble family had to
encounter, being reduced peaury through
improvident speculations on the part of the father,

Double Knot, A; and Other Stories, by Mary T.
Waggaman and others, Toe stories are excellent
and contain much pathos and humor

By Cardinal T'his edition of
Cardinal Wiseman's tale of early Christian times
is much more wodern and decidedly more attrac-
tive tuan the old editions
Fabiola's Sisters. Adapted by A. C. Clarke
1S 4 companion volunge and a seque! to* Fabiola,”
Fiendly Little House, T'he ; and Other Stories, by
Maricn Ames Taggart and Others, A library of
short stories of thrilling interest by a group of
Catholic authors that take rauk with the best
writers of contemporary fiction
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O'Mahony. The Chief of the Comeéraghs. A tale
of the Irish Rebellion of 1798, by D. P. Con-
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A novel
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Refining Fires, by Alice Dease. In this novel Miss
Alice Dease, favorably known through her
stories of Irish life, has ventured on a new fleld.
and in " Refining Fires,"" her latest and undoubt
edly her best book, sets before us the life and
fortunes of two French families, the Mauvoisine
and the De Barlis. The plotis very well thought
out. the story is remarkably well told, and is sure
to nold the attention of the reader from the first
vage to the last
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