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True to his word, Valerian gave re-
newed impetus to the persecution by
the increased severity of his edicts,
threatening extreme penalties to those
charged with their execution should
they fail to carry them out to the let-
ter. Throughout the Roman Empire
the tempest raged, losing no iota of its
savage cruelty by distance from its
centre.

Daily, from the prisons and the dun-
geons of Rome, like sheep led to the
slaughter, the victims of his wrath
were offered two alternatives—to deny
Christ, or to be given over to the tor-
turers, to the wild beasts of the arena,
and to the flames ; to be stifled in the
cloacoe or drowned in the Tiber ; their
places ever replenished by others, who
also rejoiced in their bonds, fearing
not those who destroy the body ; while,
as through broken prison bars, their
glad souls escaped to their eternal
triumph, to receive their palms from
Him in the likeness of whese Passion
they had suffered.

Can we not imagine the angelic sen-
tinels on the ontposts of the celestial
country ecioing the plaintive threnody
of the Prophet as that muititude, radi-
ant with solemn joy, approached :
« Who are these that come from Edom,
with dyed garments from Bosra ? . .
‘Why is their apparel red, and their
garments like theirs that tread in the

wine-press 2" (Isaias, Ixiii. The
gacred text reads : ““ Who is
this that cometh from Kdom,
with dyed garments from Bosra ?

Why is (hy apparel red and thy gar-
ments,’”’ ete., ete.

(By Edom and Bosra, commentators
say may be understood cit ios and places
of the wicked.)

And yet the daily business of life, its
whirl, its struggles, its petty
ambitions, went on as usual in Rome's
spacious streets ; sounds of mirth were
in the air, music and laughter in her
palaces, peace and love in her homes.
The games went on in her amphithe-
atres ; gladiators contended in her cir-
cus arenas ; the festivals of the gods
were celebrated with gorgeous rites ;
the smoke ascended from her altars of
sacrifice in the temples ; her Forum
resounded with oratory, her theatres
rang with applause ; while the golden
sunshine crowned her hills with splen-
dor, and the tide of human passions
rolled on, undisturbed by the fact that
afew miserable Christians, who defied
the gods and conspired against the
state, were being torn to death by
savage beasts, or tortured until life,
like the Arctic sun, seemed about to
be swallowed up in darkness, but
which straightway arose out of the mid-
night to a new and brighter day.

Fabian had left the palace of Nemes-
jus on the preceding ovening, highly
encouraged in his theory that, by cer-
tain methods, Fate could be circum-
vented in Claudia's case, and her life
be made happy notwithstanding her
blindness ; and he was quite willing to
bide the time which it would require to
realize his hopes.

Stepping gayly along in the moon-
light, a thought crossed hismind which
had once or twice before, in the course
of the day, annoyed him. He had a
certain protege to whom he was much
attached, and in whose career he had
taken a great interest, but whom he
had neither seen nor heard from for
several days. This was Kvaristus, the
young orator whom he had one night at
the imperial palace pointed out to Lao-
dice as a budding Cicero, and who since
then had more than fulfilled the ex-
pectations of his friends. I"abian, in
his own delicate and irresistible way,
had assisted him liberally—for Evaris-
tus was poor — determined that the

eant of money should not retard his
studies, and consequently his advance-
ment ; in fact, he was his good genius,
and folt that he would be more than
rewarded by the success which would
crown his efforts to renew the golden
age of Roman oratory.

Bat what had become of Kvaristus ?
{t was now five days since he had seen
him, and as it was not late, he con-
cluded to go to his house and inquire
what had become of him ; but on arriv-
ing there, he found it closed and dark,
and to his repeated knocks there came
no response whatever. Remembering
that this was a reception night at the
imperial palace, he turned his steps
thither, assured of meeting among the
guests some mutual friend who could

zive him the information he desired.

He was successful in his quest, but

that which he heard took away his
breath, and moved the very centres of
his being. Hvaristus had been seized
with the Christian eraze, and in a ring-
ing speech had publicly denounced the
gods, renounced paganism, and de-
olared himself a believer in the Christ-
us. He was at once arrested, taken
hefore the prefect, where he repeated

his blasphemies, and was cast into a
await his
e went away, between his
were
is all
Fabian could then learn, and wrapping
his toga around him,zhe drew his hood
over his head, and went away, speech-
“ Fool !
fool! insensate fool I'" he at last ut-
terred, ‘‘ to have so recklessly sacri-

subterranean dungeon to
sentence.
rough uards, smiling as if ho

marching to a triumph. That

Jess with grief and rage.

ficed a noble career !

Hle arose the next morning—the fever
of his mind not allayed by a sleepless
resolved to shake the dust of
Rome from his feet, and get away for a
day, at least, out of this atmosphere of
amiable
and, secretly, a liberal pagan, with an
sensitive that every-
thing like violence was as a physical
hurt to him—a fact which did not de-
teriorate the courageous qualities of
If Evaristus was mad, he
that had a
as the Christians daily

night

cruelty ; for Fabian was an

organization 80

his nature.
argued, it was a
method in it,

madness

exemplied,—a method like adamant,
which could neither be bent nor brok-
en ; how, then, could he hope to influ-
ence him, especially since, conspicuous
for his brillant talents, it would be the
policy of his judges to make a signal
example of him ?

Fabian wrote, however, to the most
noted lawyer in Rome to discover the
whereahonts of his friend, and to spare
neither money nor pains in the endeav-
or to effect his release ; then he break-
fasted, and mounting his horse, put him
to a brisk canter, which soon brougit
him to the Urban Way, where it trends
up and along the Viminal, towards the
rocky and wooded heights beyond.
He meant to visit an old friend of his
father's, the Senator Lentulus, who
passed a dreamy, secluded life in his
ancient villa up there among the beauty
and silence of the hills.

His long ride had given time for the
tumult of his mind to exhaust itself, in
a measure ; and now the shadows cast
by the great trees over the winding
road, and the unbroken quiet, refreshed
and soothed him.

In the meantime, as Nemesius, who
had gone at an early hour to the camp
of his veterans, to his daily inspection
of their discipline and drill, deter-
mined that both should reach the
highest point of military tacties belore

“ Almost immediately. Iintended to

make no change—the weather being | mar. No citizen of the Roman Km-
pleasant—until we started South ; now | pire 1 its glory, its power, 'n,u pros- | &
the sooner we get back to the villa, the | perity, aore at heart than he,’’ replied | they .are

better for my child."”

« And the Princess ?'"’ questioned
Fabian, with just the ghost ota twinkle
in his eyes.

¢+ She will spend a week at the villa,
return home, where she is sure
everything is going to wreck and ruin
‘for want of her presence. She has made
me a promise, Fabian, of which I will
tell thee presently, as it is connected
with an affair with which I am about
to tax thy friendship,” answered
Nemesius, as they began to ascend the \

than

Aventine.

« | am thine unto death, my Achates!
unless thou art conspiring with the
Princess to throw the
noose about my neck,”
laughing. ** In all else, I repeat, 1 am
thine unto death.”” Words lightly
gpoken, but faithfully kept, as events
will show.

¢ Such friendship as thine, Fabian,
takes much of its curse away frcm life.

matrimonial 1
|
I believe and trust thee,” replied‘\

said Fabian,

Nemesius.

The old steward, who had observed
their approach, went out to receive
them, welcome beaming on his counten-
ance.

the war began, was riding leisurely
down the Viminal, he saw Fabian ap-
proaching by a side road that joined the
Urban Way, and also observed that his
countenance wore an unusually grave
and preoccupied aspect.

« Fortune has favored me, Nemesius;
for T was returning to the city to seek
thee,” he said, after the usual saluta-
tions. ** Had we not met, I must have
gone home and impaled one ol my
glaves, by way of relieving wy mind."”

« What new absurdity burdeos it,
Fabian ?'' asked Nemesius, with a grave
smile.

“ No absurdity this time, but
thoughts which, by the infernal gods !
I must pour out into somwe friendly ear,
or perish,”” he replied, his usual genial
gmiles exchanged for an expression
which Nemesius could not understand.
¢ o me a kindness, my Achates : turn
back, and go with me to thy villaon the
Aventine, where I may say all that I
have it in my mind to say, without
danger of crucifixion or something
worse.”’

“ Willingly ; I am at Jeisure,”” he
answered, turning his horse’s head.
 How far has thou been to-day ?"" he
asked, hoping to find a clue to his
friond’s strange mood.

“ Only to visit that grand old Roman,
Lentulus, a well-preserved fossil of
nobler and better times. He's still
harping on the old subject of the Greek
conquest, and the evil eflects which he
insists it has produced on the Roman
character. It is a strange concidence
that Ben Asa, the Jew, aiso imputes the
first decadence of his people to their
intermingling with and living among
the Greeks. History is full of singular
problems, which are only solved when it
is too late for the mistakes of nations to
be repaired. Eheu!" signed Fabian.

“ ] agree with the sage Lentulus.
Gireece has avenged herself by the en-
ervating potions she has held to the
lips of her conquerors,”’  answered
Nemesius. * Except her learning and
art, she has brought us no substantial
good. But such topies have gone out of
fashion ; they are left to old men who
live in the historic Past, and believe
that the Present is going to destruc-
tion."

“ When I left the venerable man 1
was so elevated, I assure thee, by the
nobility of his sentiments, that I felt as
if T had been listening to the utterances
of an oracle. The theme composed me,
and raised my mind to a more exalted
plane than the turbulent one on which
it is our misfortune to exist ; but, by
Hercules ! as I approached the Urban
Way, my dreams were upset by such a
howling and shouting, that I thought
Krebus had broken loose. Quickening
the speed of my horse, T soon reached
the scene of tumult—that old house with
a tower, which has a tradition ol hav
once served as a fortress, and is now
the property of a rich man named
Hippolytus. Thou must have noticed it
in passing.”

“ 1 know it,”’ said Nemesius. ‘' Tt
has not been long since my late duties
led me to observe it more closeiy bhan
I desired. I inspected the horrible
dungeons under it."’

“ Those dungeons served Hippolytus
a good turn to-day. The tumult
caused by his slaves, who anticipated
the ides of August, and prematurely
began the Saturnalia. It was, in fact,
a revolt, It did not last long. The
| keepers, well armed, and the task-
masters with whips, assisted by laborers
from a quarry near by, soon
brought them to subjection, after somo
of them were killedand others wounded.
They were then manacled, and thrown

was

stone

which Lentulus had sent me soaring,"’

said Fabian, who, as Nemesius thought,
a deeper cause of
occurrence he

still held in reserve
disturbance than the
had just related ; but he only said :

“ Slaves require strong discipline ;
restraints of

become in-
while

for, being human, the
bondage must sometimes
tolerable.”” Then for a little
they rode along in silence.

ever forgive me,"
ask for her before everything else
How is she 2"

“ Well,
ful,”’ answered Nemesius.

‘* She

her birth.

spend the summer on the Aventine, 1
she preferred it. The excess

cost her to go elsewhere.'

her welcome home.
leave the city 2"

into the old dungeons under the tower.
It was highly exeiting, and brought me
down with a jar from the heights to

“ Would my sweet little lady Claudia
said Fabian, present-
ly, * if she knew that I neglected to
2 | name,"’

but rather timid and fear-
is as
one who has been suddenly deprived of
sight, instead of having been blind from
I left her very happy this
morning, having told her that, instead
of going away to the sea, we should

of her
joy was so great that I could readily
measure by it the pain it would have

¢« 1 pejoice in the change of plan. |
soon discovered that the one fixed upon
filled her mind with a vague dread ;Ddut
up there, in the beautiful gardens, she
will sip nepenthe, while the birds sing
How soon wilt thou

* | fear, Symphronius, thou hast had |
a lonely time of it lately,’” said Nemes- |
ius, greeting him kindly.

' That is not to be wondered at, my |
noble sir ; for we miss our sweet little |
lady more and more every day. A |
double loss, truly ; for when she is |
away, we sce thee but seldom.”’

#"She is nowhere as happy as here,
and is pining for home, for which
reasons we shall return to the villa in a
\I'uw days, to until the Oectober

frosts have killed the flowers.”” (Nem- |
esius little dreamed, as he spoke of the |
wonderful flowers that were to bloom for
him and his child amidst the October |
frosts.) ‘‘ Canst thou find us some-
thing to eat and drink 2"’ he asked.

« Phat is joyful news—the best I have
heard for many a long day. The re-
past will soon be served, and the oldest
flask of C:ecuban wine in the vault set
before thee,’”’ said Symphronius, taking
down his keys, over which a busy spider
was spinning its web.

During the prandial repast of cold
meats, salads, fruits, and snow-cooled
wine, Fabian's wit sparkled and flashed
fitfully ; one moment he was silent, the
next exhilarated. Never had Nemesius
seen him in such a mood, and taking it
in connection with certain things he
had said on the Urban Way, be conclud-
ed that his fgayety was forced; but
seemed not to observe anything un-
usual, and when they had finished their
repast, proposed adjourning to the
gardens.

Fabian swore that it was a happy in-
spiration, and they went out together,
sauntering slowly through those scenes,
whose lavish beauty was intensified by
the fragrance of a thousar d flowers, the
flickering, golden shadows, the chime
of fountains, and the songs of birds,
until they reached the i'ex grove, near
the grotto of Silenus, where the knarled,
mass-covered roots of the ancient trees
afforded resting-places of the most gro-
tesque forms, where one could either
sit or recline. At another time Fabian's
sensitive nature would have been in
harmony with surroundings so perfect,
but the sudden shock of the evening
before had struck a note of discord,
which still jangled painfally out of tune,
and clouded even his love for the beau-
tiful.

“ Now my Nemesius,” said Fabian,
when the two friends had taken seats
in the ilex grove, *I will unveil my
sorrow."’

s Sorrow! Why hast thou kept it
back until now, wy friend? Tt is, in-
deed, difficult for me to realize Sorrow
and thee hand in hand.”

“Jt is true, nevertheless. Not all
my vaunted stoicism has made me im-
pervious. Thou hast heard me speak of
Kvaristus and his wonderful elo-
quence ?"’'

“y

have been entranced by it. What of
him 2"’

“ Thou hast not heard, then 2"’

¢ Since my return yesterday, every
moment of my time has been so occu-
pied, first with the Emperor, then at
the camp of my veterans, that no cur-
rent news of any sort has reached me.
I trust that no ill has befallen Evaris-
tus.*’

' Thou mayest judge: he has become
a Christian! Not satistied to be one
secretly, he was mad enough to declare
his error openly from the rostrum, when
the Forum had hardly standing room
for the people who had come to hear
his speech, Sweptaway by the torrent
of his eloquence — how well I can
imagine it !—they at first failed to cateh
the significance of his word ; and even
when they did, so grand was his effort
that their impulse was to appland. But
the fact that he had blasphemed the
gods, denounced the cruelty of Valer-
jan, and declared himself a Christian,
was not to be ignored ; and with sudden
fury they rushed upon him where he
stood smiling and fearless, dragged him
from the rostrum to the prefect, who
heard the accusation and his dauntless
confession, after which he was beaten
on the mouth with a heavy stone, and
cast into one of the filthy underground
dungeous, to await sentence. That is
all 1 know. I loved the boy; I was
proud of his genius, and the glory his
renown would have shed on the Roman
said Fabian, while a slight
tremor quivered around his sensitive
lips.

.

ixeept that his mad act has brought
pain to thee, Fabian, I should say he is
rightly served. He knew the penalty
of his offence, and his audacity in de-
claring it in the manner he did proves
his willingness to accept the conse-
f | quences," said Nemesius, in grave, low
tones.

“By the furies! I say it'sa small
thing to extinguish such a life for ; and
altogether out of proportion, if meas-
ured by the honors his brilliant career
would have brought the State, to say
nothing of services which might some
day save it. The loss is Rome's, not
his,"" exclaimed Fabian.

“Rome can afford to lose disloyal
men,"" said Nemesius.j

s: not only that, but I myself |

¢ deny that Evaristus isa disloyal

Fabian, in tones of positive conviction,

« How can one be loyal who defies
the law and insults the gods .

“1 deny that loyaltv is a matter of
sentiment : it is a principle that is
proven by a man’s acts, not his beliefs.
ii be prefers Lo worship one god or
none, instead of twelve or a thousand,
{ do not see how it affects his loyalty,
his acts all being loyal. History gives
us many examples of men, who were
devout worshippers of the gods, over-
turning the Empire by their treasons;
but, Nemesius, no treason has ever yet
been proven against a Christian. It is
beyond question of doubt that they
have been brave in war, wise in coun-
cil, just in administering the laws, and
invulnerable to eorruption, until some
edict against their sect is published, or
it is suddenly discovered by envious
and covetous persons that they have
all along been Christians—then all past
services are forgotten ; their lofty vir-
tues, so often compared with Cato's,
are ignored ; they are pronounced trait-
ors, tortured and put to death like the
vilest eriminals—aye, far more cruelly
—for—a belief !"’

« [ trust thou art not infected with
the insidious poision of their belief,”
said Nemesius, a dark glow rising to
his face.

“ No," replied Fabian, laughing; ““1
am a loyal Roman citizen according to
thy own definition, and worship only
the gods — with a reservation, how-
ever."

“ Kyven so, my Fabian, these are
dangerous times to indulge in cc:-uu-'
trie sentiments,’”’ said Nemesius, with
a sense of relief ; ** but explain—""

“ My reservation ? 1may presently,” |
interruptod Fabian; ** provided thou
wilt patiently bear with me while T dis- |
burden my mind of its long-accumulated |
impressions. It is better that thy

| friendly ear should hear them than that

I should explode- them some time in |
public. Thoudost kindly assent? Well,
then, the first question I would h;wu‘
colved is; To what end is this dread- |
ful slanghter of the people known as
Christians? If it is, to exterminate
thom, do not results prove the attempt
a failure ? If the gods willed to avenge
their insulted majesty on the Christians
for refusing to worship them, being |
gods, could they not exterminate them |
by a single blow? That they do not do
so proves, in my opinion, that the gods
are not so jealous of their own supreme
honor as mortals suppose, or that—which
seems incredible-—-they are not omui-
scient. Or it may be they know that
all fallacies expend themselves, as flame
expends the fuel on which it feeds, leav-
ing only aehes; and with sublime in-
difference leave mankind to the folly of
their own conceptions. These things
may or may not be; we can only shape
hypotheses where there's a lack of
dogma. Therefore, we will leave the
gods, and descend to things we do know,
and consider the war against the Chris-
tians as a measure of state policy.

“ Yesterday,”' continued Fabian,
| “ Evaristus was the idol of Rome. By
some inscrutable agency he becomes a
Christian : to-day he is chained in a
noisome dungeon, into which no ray of
light can penetrate, and will doubtless
expiate his mistake by a cruel death,
which he will bear with undaunted
heroism, as they all do. We know how
the Roman people deify heroism—how
they adore that higher guality of cour-
age which yields nothingexcept mortal-
ity to death, looking upon the sacrifice
not as a defeat, but a triumph. The

|
|

brute courage of gladiators, which
sometimes makes a spectacle for a

Roman holiday, is quite a different
thing : for their motive, like their cour-
age, is ignoble: they risk their lives
for a price; to kill or be killed, for a
few ounces cf gold, is their trade. The
spectators bet on the chances of their
struggle ; money is lost and won on the
bloody game; the savage instincts of
the people are satisfied when it is over,
and there it ends.

*On the other hand, a despised
Christian will suffer the most barbaric
tortures with unshaken fortitude; he
will be cast to the lions, without a
weapon to defend himself against their
hungry rage ; he will meet his fate with
exalted heroism ; he will even chant the
exulting hymns (. his faith while his
flesh is being torn and his bones eracked
by their cruel teeth, until he dies—not
for gold, like the gladiator, my Neme-
sius, but for his belief. Nor does it
end here, as in the other case when the
spectacle is oyer; for in the minds of
| many who witness it the questions aris
*Why does this man die? What is this
strange belief for which he suffers,—a
belief that is of more value than lile,
and stronger than death? 1t must be
some thing greater than we know of.’

“One such death — one Christian
dead — and ten are converted by his
example. For every ten converted by
one, a hundred may be safely counted.
From this induction, it is plain that com-
putation by numbers is an impossibility ;
for 8o it has been going on since the
days of Nero. But it isa statistical as
well as historie fact that this sect mul-
tiplies and increases its followers a
thousands times more in times of perse-
cution than in the few decades of peace
that occasionally intervene. I look
upon these persecutions—I call them
such for want of a better name—as more
destructive to the strength of the Em-
pire than its wars, by the profuse
waste of good hnman material, which
might otherwise be used for its defence
and the glory of its arms. Under cer-
tain emperors it has been so utilized,

brave, and just, than the Christians in

the hue and cry of a fresh persecution
cut short their usefulness by their sud-
den destruction.

can afford such wholesale destruction of
its best sinews."’

compatible with true loyalty. The re

ligious system of a
stone of its safety.

ing brow.
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and {none were found more loyal, and

the performance of every duty assigned
them, whether civic or military, until

I contend that there
is no government so powerful that it

“They deny the gods, which is in-

State is the key-
The link that binds
the two together must be indissolubly
preserved,’’ said Nemesius, with lower-

¢ Consider, as I said before, my

Nemesius, the power ascribed to the

Is it omnipotent? Evidently
indifferent to a sect so con-

zods,

temptible that it has but one God, and
according to report,
forms of worship; otherwise they would
destroy it."”

the most senseless
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COURSE ON THE BLESSED EUCHARIST,

Philadelpbis Catholic standard and Times,
11. (CONTINUED.)

however, an investigation
proved that the marriage was valid,
chat Henry's trouble was not, as the
poet says, that ** his marriage with his
brother’s wife had crept too near his
conseience,’”’ but that ** his conscience
has crept to near another lady,"” the
Church realizing what great evils an
abrupt refusal might bring on her chil-
dren, in order to avert these calamities
and at the same time maintain the law,
acted prudently. She courted delay in
the hope,no doubt, that time,which cures
all things, might remove the difficulty
by bringing Henry and Anne to a sense
of duty,or that death might change
the situation by the removal of one or
the other party to the sinful love.

But when the question had to be faced
of granting a divorce from a lawful wife
and sanctioning an adulterous union,
the Pope peremptorily refused, main-
tained the law of Christ and the right
of a lawful wife though to do so cost
him the friendship of Henry, the loss of
Iingland and brought upon the children
of the Church a relentless persecution
which lasted for centuries.

Thus Henry's attempt to evade the
law of Christ on marriage has made it
impossible for all time for any civilized |
man to be ignorant of the unlawfulness
of divorce, has made it impossible to |
misrepresent the position of the Church |
on matrimony, has made it impossible |

When,

to say that the hope of extending her l

dominions, or fear of losing them, could
induce the
asunder what God has joined together,

has made it plain that the Church

would no more try to prevent the opera~

tions of Christ’s law on marriage than

she would try to stop the motions of

the solar system.

This illustration shows how opposi-
tion to a doctrine may fix its meaning,
prove it, make it universally known.
This illustration will enable you to
understand how the opposition to the
teaching of the words of promise con-
cerning the Eucharist not only elicited
from Christ a repetition of it in stronger
and stronger terms, and thus proved
its meaning beyond doubt, but it
will also show you that Christ would
not modify that teaching in order to
keep with Him the disciples who, scan-
dalized at this doctrine, went away and
walked no more with Him. Belore
showing this in detail it will be neces-
sary to give a briet description of the
events which preceded the opposition
to Christ’s teaching. And in this mat-
ter it is well to bear in mind that noth-
ing in all the circumstances happened
fortuitously, that Christ made the
promise aiter events which ought to
have enabled those who listened to it
to regard His promise as both credible
and possible.

PREPARATION THE PROMISE.

Christ’s personality and preaching
had drawn all classes to Him, had made
men declare that no man had ever
spoken asdie spoke, had made men so
eager to hear Him that great multitudes
had followed Him into the wilderness and
remained with Him for days without
having taken thought of the wants of
the body. Seeing the multitude suffer-
ing from hunger, having no bread for
them, and fearing they would faint on
the way if He sent them home, our
Lord worked a miracle by which five
loaves and a few fishes were so multi-
plied that they sufficed to feed five
thousand men, besides women and chil-
dren. After this miracle, when the
multitude hed to make Christ their
King, He went in a boat to the other
side of the lake. The next day when
the multitude followed Him Christ up-
braided them for following Him, not
because of His miracle, but because
they did eat and were filled. He told
them vhat their fathers had eaten manna
and were dead, but that those who
would eat the bread He sliould give
would not die. He exhorted them,
therefore, to seek not food for the body
that perisheth, but food for the soul,
which shall live.

We cannot imagine a better prepara-
tion for the promise of the Eucharist
than the teachings which approved
Christ as a teacher of truth to them
and the miracle whieh prefigured the
Eucharist, which made it easy to be-
liove that He who multiplied {ve
loaves so as to feed to satiety five
thousand men could also multiply His
Body so as to feed the souls of all men ;

FOR

Feeeey

we cannot imagine a more propitious
moment for announcing that He would

give them His Flesh to eat and His

lieved that
visited His people.
Christ said :
which came down from heaven.

is My Flesh for the life of the world."

they began to declare

to ask :
His Flesh to eat 2"’ to say :
a hard saying !’ and ask :

hear it 2"

ciples to forget His teachings

go away and walk no more with Him,

Church to attempt to put l

Blood to drink as at this time when
they were so enamored of those teach-
ings which prepared the way for belief
in His promise by accrediting Him as a
prophet, when they were in such ad-
miration of His power that they be-
in His miracle God had

It was under those circumstances that
“ I am the living Bread

{ If any
man eat of this Bread he shall live for-
ever ; and the Bread which I shall give

But so astounding was this promise, the
_Gospel tells, that the Jews on hearing
it began to dispute among themselves,
to contend and murmur against it ;

! this promise
both incomprehensible and impossible,
** How can this Man give us

The objections which the Jews wrgeq
against the wocds of promise mm"v;l
echo in the objections which our .\Up;rl
ated brethren urge to-day against t) ,-
Real Presence. The Jews ,.,hwll :
* How can this Man give us His Fles)
to eat ?'"" and said : "
saying,”’ and asked :
lieve it ?"’

* This is a hard
8 “ Who can be-
This is precisely what oup
dissenting brethren say about the
Eucharist, They tell us that the liz.-\,:,“l
interpretation of the words: ** This is
My Body '’ involves an absurdity, that
the Real Prescnee as a matter of fact l;;
an impossibility ; that no one can \,.i.
lieve the Catholic doetrine without
denying hissenses, insulting his reason;
in the words of a minister, that no one
san believe it unless he has reached
that state of credulity which
Lims incapable of deciding
truth and error.

We contend that the Jews and dis-
ciples understood Christ's languaige
that they possessed every means of :r‘-
riving at the true meaning of Iis words
and that they understood Him to ;n-un.ﬂ',
them His flesh to eat just as non-Catho-
lies understand that in receiving the
Kucharist in the Catholic Church we
are taught that we receive the Body and
Blood of Christ. We contend that the
Jews and diseiples objected to Christ's
promise for the same reasons that non-
Catholics object to the Real Presence
because they consider it incredible and
impossible. They objections were :
** How can this Man give us His flesh
to eat 2’ ** This is a hard saying, who
can believeit ?’’ We contend if Christ's
words do not teach the doetrine of the

renders
betweoen

Real Presence then there is nothing in
the whole range of His teaching against
which the objections of the Jews can be
urged.
THE JEWS UNDERSTOOD HIM,
IF'rom the tact that there is no doe-
trine but the Real [Presence ag

which the objections of the Jews u
non Catholies also ean be urged, it fol-
lows beyond a doubt that the Jevs and

disciples understood Christ to prowise
them His flesh to eat. We cont !
further that they made no mistalke )

understanding Christ's promise, that
this is evident as well from what Chi
failed to say in reply to theirobjections
as fron what He did say.

Our Lord's invariable rule in dealing

with men was this: When they ob-
jected to His teaching becanse they
misunderstood it, He always removed
their objection by correcting their
wistake., For example, when He said :

* Unless a man be born again he can-
not enter into the kingdom of heaven,
and Nicodemous, who understood Him
literally, asked : *° How can a man be
born ngain when he is old 2" Ch
removed the diflicultly by sayin
“ Unless a man be born again of w:
and the Holy Ghost he cannot enter
into the kingdom of heaven.' Dub
when men correctly understood Ilis
teaching and objected to it as some-
thing hard to believe or difticult to
practice, He invariably répeated the
disputed doectrine in the most positive
terms. For example, when the Phar-
isees said ; ** This man blasphemeth,
no one can forgive sin but God alone, "
because Jesus had said to the man sick
of the palsy : * Thy sins are for
thee, ' He immediately replied :
it easier to say thy sins are for
thee or to say arise and walk ?
you may know that the Son of
hath power on earth to forgive sins, He
said to the sick man: arise and walk."’
Thus proving the correctness of their
understanding cf ‘' thy sins are for-
given thee '’ and vindicating His power
to forgive sins,

According, then, to this rule which
is followed by all men, Christ would
have been bound to correct their wis-
take, if mistake they had made, in order
that His teaching might be properly
understood : and He would have been
bound to defend His doctrine, if they
understood it aright and objected to it
because it appeared incomprehensible to
them.

If they had objected because they
misunderstood Him Christ would have
been bound to say to them : ** You do
not understand My meaning ; you ob-
ject to something I did not say ; iam
not promising you My flesh to eat ; if
I did you could well say that My
promise is impossible for Me to per-
torm and for you to believe ; on the
contrary, I am only promising to give
vou hread as the figure of My flesh ;
certainly there is nothing in this prom-
ise difficult for Me to fulfil or for you o
believe." Had they misunderstood
Him Christ would have removed their
objection to His teaching by correcting
in this way their mistake.

Did Christ thus correct as erroncous
their understanding of His promise ?
No ; on the contrary, He not only con-
firmed their understanding of the
promise as correct, but with asseveras
tion amounting almost to an oath He
repeated that the bread He would give
them is His flesh, and commanded these
very ones who were murnuring against
His promise that they must eat His
flesh and drink His blood or they cou x“l
not have life in them. In reply to thet”
objections, Christ said : ‘¢ Amen,
amen, [ say unto you who contend aboub
this promise, who refuse to believe it;
amen, amen, I say unto you who say it
is impossible for Me to fulfill this prom-
ise and for you to believe it ; amem
amen, I say unto you who ask : * How
can this Man give us His flesh to eat?
to you who say : * This is a hard say;
ing,’ and ask : * Who can believe it ?
Amen, Amen, I say unto all you that
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood you cannob
bave life in you. He that eateth MY
flesh and drinketh My blood hath ever:
lasting life, and I will raise him up ab
the last day. For My flesh is meat 11°
deed and My blood is drink indeed.
He that eateth My flesh and drinketh
My blood abideth in Me and 1 in
him.”

When the Jews heard Jesus

thus

“ Thig is | positively and solemnly reiterate that
‘“ Who can
: The Gospel tells us that
His promise caused the Jews and dis- | their understanding of His promise nor

} and
miracles, to lose sight of the authority | ment except by not only rejecting tho
of the Great Teacher in the difficulty of | promise but also Him who made 1%
the doctrine He proposed ; caused them | They then did what every one who has
to refuse positively to believe Him, to |

He would give them His flesh to eab
they saw there was neither escape from

escape from participation in this sacra-

imitated them in rejecting the doctrin®

|‘0f tne Kucharist has sooner OF later
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