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12 00 The membership of these 47 societies was
,1,; (_):: 141 909 in 1584, and these figures grew to
;‘ 10 | was 597,567 in 1888 This is about a third in-
17 80 | crease during foul years, or eight new mem-
19 00| pers for each hundred old ones per annum.
2 .
—;l: ‘::: Seveuteen of the 47, or more than one-third
11 0o | of them, re trograded in membership. Only
17 90 | thirty made an actual advance, and these
}. "’:: were mostly young societies, .&’W of the
19 00 | elderly ones being able to do more than
13 00 | hold their own on account of the increasing
16 00 | gssessments.
:: ::]) Have the assessments increased during
29 00| the past five year Have not the new
12 90 | members. kept the mortality down? A
12 90 | jarge influx of new members certainly has
9 : .
Il‘ f,:;ul tendency to prevent the mortality in-
16 30 | creasing as it otherwise would do, buta

brief glance down the column headed
“ Costing per $1,000 " is all that is needed
to show that the death losses are going up
with bounds, in most cases. Lumping all
together, and striking an average, we get
the following result :

per #1,000
In 1884, the cost was......3628 80 or $13 36
In 1885, *“ “ . 661 17 or 14 70
In 1886, . T hseans 756 25 or 16 80
In 1887, . 784 51 or 17 43
R TR BREE o SR O A 927 75 or 19 73

Omitting the $4.00 of expense from the
final column, we have the following as the
increase in the averagé net death-rate dur-
ing the four years :

Death loss per $1,000 in 1888.......... $15 73
" e IS BB .o veonei. DS

Increased calls per $1,000.......... $ 637
That is not quite double, but it is as close
as possible upon 70 per cent. increase. In
some of the companies it has been more
than double. We give a few specimens of
actual rise in some of the above companies
whose membership is getting somewhat
stationary, and who cannot now attract as
many new members as formerly :

Names ¥ 1684 I
Albany Mut. Benefit........ $ 1130 $ 2080
Catholic Benev. Legion .... 5 62 10 60
Eq. Reserve Fund, N. Y..... 770 17 10
Expressmen’s M. Benefit.... 11 90 29 00
Golden Eagle, N. Y......... 5 00 20 20
Golden Rule Alliance ...... 8 50 13 40
Home Benefit, N. Y. ...... 6 40 11 60
Mason's Mut. Benefit ...... 7 50 16 60
Mason’'s Mut. Relief........ 10 90 18 10
Mercantile, N. Y. .......... 5 20 10 70
Mutual Benefit, N. Y. ...... 121 0 47
Mut. Reserve Fund, N. Y. .. 310 9 16
National Ben. Society . 1 00 177
N. E. Mutual Aid.......... 10 40 18 40
N. E. Relief Association.... 7 00 15 00
N. Y. State Relief.......... 9 00 18 00
Oddfellows, Lowell ......... 900 21 00
Pheenix Mutaal Aid........ 10 50 37 50
PolarStar, N. Y. ........ ., 28 50 12 20
Security Mutual, N.Y....... 5 87 10 70
Union Mutual, Detroit...... 5 R2 11 32
Western Union, Detroit ... 7 62 12 90
Canadian Mutual Aid ...... 7 22 12 00
P. Prov. Ass., St. Thomas .. 3 40 800

Twenty-four societies ....8187 66 $410 65
Averaging, each............ 7 82 17 10
With expenses ............ 11 82 21 W0

Twelve of the above 24 societies had 27,-
630 members in 1884, but the result of
their four years' efforts to bring in new
members is that their membership in 1888
is reduced to 22,218, and their pet death-
rate is increased from $10.17 per $1,000 to
421.50. Another four’ years of progress in
that direction will see the end of ‘most of
them. In fact within a week past pr ceed-
ings have been begun against the Equit-
able Reserve Fund, of New York, in -the
courts, with a view to winding it up before
its members are nearly all frozen out by
heavy calls, just as is pretty sure to be the
case with its twin sister the Mutaal Re-
serve Fund, of N.Y. ‘The death rate of
this society, it will ‘be noticed, has nearly
trebled in the four V\Pm,\“ rising from $3.10
per $1,000 to 89.16. The N X.
ent recently devoted a whole page to show-

Independ.-

| ing the insecure foundation on which this
wonderful Harper-creation rests, and the
probability of its early demise, with great
loss to many and great profit to & few. Its
end can only be a matter of time if its
death losses continue to grow S0 much
faster than its membership, as has recently
been the case. Its scheme was plaus'ble

enough in theory to most people. All as
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