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ECHOES FROM M1

10N FIELDS.

fome interestiag and touching ir-
cicents are descr.hil in the current
jwr of ““The Missiouary.”” Rev .
Gaston Payne, who is laboring in
virginia, relates the following :

“One or two unusual sick calls to
remote points on the Danville mis-
sion not visited for years turned out
to be veritable calls of Divine grace
opening up promising fields for mis4
sionary work. Your missionary was
summoned one hundred and fifty
miles away to the bedside of a man
who for twenty years had not prac-
tised the faith. It was only by the
urgent entreaties and prayers of one
of his daughters who had kept the
faith that her father consented at
the last moment to see a priest.. It
was after nightfall when, after a
long, wearisome drive across the
mountain, we reached our 'destina-
tion. After hearing a neighbor’s di-
agnosis of the case from a religious
as well as a physical point of view,
I realized that no time was to be
lost, so I went to work at once to
prepare the man for death.- It was
not an easy task, for he lacked the
moral courage as well as the physi-
cal strength to confess; he was chok-
ing to death with bronchitis, and
kis comscience, so long neglected,
made a coward of the poor fellow.
After much coaxing, however, the
gracé of God triumphed, the dumb
devil was expelled and he humbly
and contritely made a clean breast
of it. After administering extreme
unction I retired to catch a few
hours’ rest before daybreak — the
time fixed for Mass, for which .every-
thing had been grranged in the dying
man’s room,

““ Never in my life did I celebrate
the Holy Sacrifice under such har-
rowing circumstances, never before
did I realize so keenly the truth of
those words of St. Paul : ‘As often
as you shall eat this bread and drink
of the chalice, you shall show . the
death of the Lord,” for once or

twice' before the consecration that
gurgling sound in the throat which
denotes death was a most painful

distraction to me. The saddest part
of it all was when, after administer-
ing Holy Communion to three mem-
bers of the family, I was on the
point of giving the dying man the
Holy Viaticum; he gagged and chok-
ed, his face grew livid and his head
dropped upon his breast. ‘It’s mno
use, father; he can't even swallow a
drop of water,” was the reply his
son made when I offered to break
the Sacred Host and give him a
small particle of it. A sad spectacle
this, with a still sadder moral of it!
— he who had so long rejected the
Bread of Life was unable to Treceive
it on his death-bed. God draweth
good out of evil; the celebration of
Mass and the administration of the
sacraments under such extraordinary
circumstances made a profound im-
pression on the family, modt of
whom had all but abandoned the
faith, and removed prejudices from
the mind of a son-in-law, as I learn-
ed a week afterwards when I was
summoned to bury the dead. After
the funeral this individual, who was
so favorably impressed by what he
had seen and heard, came up and
told me that he withdrew his oppo-
sition to having his children baptiz-
ed, and promised to drive his wife
and children to church to Danville,
which jormerly he had flatly refused
to do.”

]

Rev. P. ¥F. Brannan, of Texas,
writes :

““On my return to Texas from St.

Louis I stopped over in Fort Smith,
Arknasas. Here I found a young lady
in great trouble.: She had attended
my mission given there a few months
before, and had been reading books
ever since and was anxious to be-
come a Catholic. Her mother especial-
ly was opposed to her becoming®a
Catholic, and she told her daughter
if she joined the Catholic Church she

should never come into her house
again. The daughter was closely
watched by her mother, her room
searched daily, and Catholic books

secreted by the daughter were found
and probably destroyed. She appeal-
ed to me to know what to do. She
stated that she had made up her
mind to become a Catholic at what-
ever cost, even though she should be
driven from home. Truly, the age of
heroism has not departed! I told ber
that a religion that was not worth
suffering for was not worth having;
that she had just passed that sage
which gave her not only a moral but
a legal right to exercise the preroga-
tive of consulting her own conscience
and acting in conformity with its
suggestions. I told her if the worst
came to the worst and the door of
her home was closed against her that
I knew of another door which she
could open and be a welcome guest.
quered every obstacle. She is now a
Catholic, and there is one more he-
roine who will never be known to
history, but, what is better, is
known to God and all the glorious
citizens of His kingdom.

“I had the consolation of hearing
of some converts, the result of my
mission to Denver two years ago.
One was a blind man who had been
extremely bitter and inexorably op-
posed to anything that even savored
of Catholicity. So this man was blind
both corporally and spiritually. He
was persuaded to go just one time.
After that I was told that he
couldn’t be kept away. He became
a model Catholic and wonders now
why all are not Catholics. How truly
can he say as the blind man said in
the first age of the church: ‘ Behold!
I was blind, but now I see,” and
though nearly two thousand years
apart, the same power operated in
both cases.’’

At the close of a mission given at
Cronley, N.C., by Rev. Thomas F.
Price some half-dozen openly profess-
ed their. belief in the Catholic Church
and many more were studying it
more closely.

““One man, however, proved too
much for me,”” writes Father Price.
“I had noticed him at the lectures,
and meeting him during the day we
opened conversation naturally on the
lectures. He had some objections
which it took about one-half hour to
unfold and which meant nothing. I
explained this so clearly to him that
he could make no reply. Unfortunate-
ly 1 allowed him to unbosom himself
on other religious matters in general
against the Church, and such a sense-
less jargon I never heard. He had the
advantage of me in lung power and
quickness ~ of tongue, besides having
me cornered where I scarcely could
get away, and for about two hours
he poured this jargon into my ears
to his heart’s content, permitting me
t6 say hardly a word. At last, under
the pressure of engagements, I tore
myself away and left the field to him.
For aught I know he may be talking
there still, and that was a full

month ago. I don’t remember to
have ever spent a more useless two
hours in my life.”’—Standard and
Times.

AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC CONGRESS.

The first Australasian Catholic Con-
gress, preparations for which extend-
ed over a year, was opened in Syd-
ney by Cardinal Mvran on Monday,
September - 10, and closed the fol-
lowing Sunday afeer a most success-
ful career. Sunday, Séptember 9, ﬁt
lfarys Cathedral, Sydney, W

exampl of

The gresa held thm sessions
dail, ) on vlta.l topics

|sanctity. A  Vicariate
which

sent out, among them being many
Catholics. Soon the authorities of the
penal settlement, after a great strug-
gle and many appeals to the Home
Government, relaxed that opposition,
and some Catholic clergymen were al-
lowed a legal status as chaplains.
Among these, the best remembered is
Father Sherry, who has left after
him many a tradition of , extreme
hardships undergone, and persecution
endured. However, he outlived the
| persecution and lived long enough’ to
| seée the triumph of his cause, when
| he died im the reputation of great
Apostolic,
mbraced all Australia, was
n 1884 in Sydney (then
plwe), the first prelate
1ding, O.8.B., who lived
tralian Hiemrchy es-
‘to bear for many
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we find the children and descendants
of these early colonists following
closely in the footsteps of their fa-
thers, steadfast in attachment to
their faith, and faithful in its prac-
tices.

Beginning with the early fifties,
owing to the rush to the various
gold fields, and the great influx of
people, great tracts of country were
separated from the mother colony
of N. 8. Wales, and the great colon-
ies of Victoria, Tasmania, Queens-
land, and, finally, South Australia
were formed, each being its own com-
plete machinery for self-government,
and tied by the slenderest of silken
threads to the mother country, Eng-
land. This development rendered ne-
cessary a further extension of the
Church polity, and in the eighties
complete ecclesiastical provinces were
established, each with its Arch-
bishops and Suffragans in the vari-
ous colonies, with the exception of
West Australia, which is however
rapidly gaining in population and im-
portance from its gold and its fertil-
ity, and is ripening for an important
future in this regard. It already has
three flourishing dioceses. In spite of
the great overflow of immigrants,
Australia is rather sparsely peopled,
owing to its immense size. The prin-
cipal part of its population is gath-
ered into large cities and towns, and
a considerable part scattered in the
country places. The population num-
bers four millions of which one-
fourth is Catholic, the larger portion
being occupied in rural pursuits. In
Australia large farms are the rule—
820 to 640 being the areas of selec-
tions offered by the government when
new tracts are opened for settlement.
Most of the land is very rich, the on-
ly draw-back being a scarcity of
water which can be overcome by ar-
tificial means. The land is sold at one
pound per acre. So the Catholics liv-
ing in rural parts, of whom there is
a large number, are landowners, and
are well-to-do; many possessing thou-
sands of acres of excellent land.
Catholics are as generous as they
are well-to-do, and the whole of the
colonies are studded with churches,
great and small, that might, accord-
ing to size, do honor to much older
communities. In the country par-
ishes the farms being big, distances
are great, and the people show their
faith by travelling in many instances,
with horse and buggy, twelve or
fourteen miles. to assist at Holy
Mass. The clergy, too, have some-
times rather severe work in attend-
ing to distant churches and stations,
in  many instances they will
say Mass on the same Sunday in
places twenty miles apart, and hear
a very large number of confessions as
well in each. Breakfast for them doecs
not usually be available till two or

three o'clock in the afternoon. In the
cities things are very much as else-
where, only Masses are later than in
Madras, last Mass being at eleven
o’clock. The dry bracing climate
helps the priests to bear with such
strain. A clergyman is often known

to ride frequently thirty-four iniles
to reach his second church on Sun-
days, and that, of course, without

breaking his fast, and he waxed hale
and hearty. Even bishops in the old-
en days did some wonderful feats.
For instance, Dr. Gould, the first
Archbishop of Melbourne, sometimes
rode on horseback to Sydney from
Melbourne and back, nearly 1,200
miles, with very short intervals of
rest.

The usual opposition to the Church
is certainly to be experienced in Aus-
tralia, and there is a good deal of
low’ bigotry highly respected and ex-
ercise immens? influence in all public
matters. Even non-Catholics will do
their best in most instances, espe-
cially in matters concerning educa-
tion, to forward the interests of the
Catholic clergy and their flocks. Edu-
cation is the only real grievance un-
der which Catholics labor. They find
themselves obliged, in order to pre-
serve the faijth and morals of their
children, to provide schools of their
own, as the godless system taught
in the State schools means spiritual
shipwreck. Education in Australia is
compulsory, so Catholics have to tax
themselves doubly, to pay for the
State schools and their own. What
sacrifices Catholics have made in this
matter are to be found in the magni-
ficent schools and colleges they have
built and are supporting. Australian
Catholics are not without hope that
their educational grievance will be
eventually removed, and that the
people of Australia will see the jus-
tice of Catholic claims to a share in
the educational grant, to which they
themselves have so long contributed
without having had any reform.

All denominations are now agreed
that the Godless System of Iduca-
tion in vogue in the Australian col-
onies is nothing less than a curse.

A commission is now sitting in Mel-
bourne, consisting of leading clergy-
men of various denominations (ex-
cept the Catholic prelates, who de-
tlined) to adopt some colorless
scheme of religious teaching or Bible
readings, which will remove the re-
proach and bring a little morality
and 1ciigion into the Young Austra-
lian heathen—nothing less!

The Catholic Church in Australia,
from such small beginnings as we
have seen, has now attained such
splendid dimensions as to poss
five archbishops, one being His Emi-
nence Cardinal Moran, of Sydney,
eighteen bishops and 1,114 priests.

GATHOLIGITY IN THE DESERT OF SAHARD.

We Catholics are at home every-
where wherever there is the most
humble little chapel or the grandest
cathedral, says a writer in ‘‘ The
Missionary.”” I remember well the
wistful, half-envious expression on
the face of an Englishman in the
oasis town of Biskra, when he saw
me going to Mass : “You have your
church everywhere!’’ so in truth it
is. I was in the Desert of Sahara,
and yet at home.

It is depressing enough to com-
pare the condition of affairs in these
modern days, the contrast between
the early centuries when the Chris-
tian Church was all powerful in
North Africa, and now, when it is a
mighty stronghold of Mohammedan-
ism. Yet it is not all discouraging.
The Church of Christ is there too ;
and only the last winter a most im-
posing ‘monument in memory of Car-
dinal Lavigerie was put up in the
chief square of Biskra and dedicated
with appropriate ceremonies.

There is one marked ' exception to
sthe general rule that no Christians
are made from the native Arab
tribes. Southwest from Algiers is the
village of St. Cyprien des Attaps,
founded by Cardinal Lavigerie, and
peopled with young Arabs rescued by
him during the famine of 1867. 1t is
exclusively an agricultural settlement

under ecclesiastical control, has a
population’ of 208 inhabitants, - a
church, a mission house, an estab-

lishment of Sisters, and is in a high
state of prosperity. It is most inter-
esting, and shows what can be done
with Arabs by means of religion.
There is one uncivilized native tribe
which has the custom of tattooing
the forehead with the sign -of the
cross and of observing a holiday, the
25th of December, which is always
called ‘“The Birthday.”” Yet they
have no-tradition of ever having been
Christian in the’ past, though there
seems every probnbllitv that they
must have been ages ag:
One order is of cpecia,l interest
there = as its work is centred in
 “Fathers of the Desert,”
,”’ a8 they are call-
L‘vigerle.
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A TOUCHING SCER

The following touching incident is
recorded by an exchange in connec-
tion with the consecration of Bishop
Moeller at Cincinnati recently :

‘“Here, it says, occurred one of the
most touching incidents the writer
has ever witnessed. In the first pew
behind those occupied by the clergy,
knelt the venerable father of the new
bishop. At his side knelt his daugh-
ter, a Sister of Charity. The old man
had been lovingly and prayerfully
watching the cerémony that raised
his child to the dignity of a prince
of the Church; and as he saw him ap-
proach, scattering benedictions to
the right and left, he trembled visi-
bly with emotion. The son placed his
iust anointed hand upon the bowed
head' of his father and made the Sign
of the Cross upon it.

‘It was too much for the patient
heart. The aged frame was convulsed
with suppressed sobbing, and copious
tears came to the relief of the soul
overflowing with love, pride, joy and
sorrow—and sorrow, for who will
say that the father did not mourn
the absence of her who had been the
pariner of his young and mature man-
hood, who had nurtured his child and
those other two now standing at the
altar as priests forver according to
the order of Melchisedech as well as
the conmsecrated virgin kneeling by
his side.”’

BALTIMORE'S FUNERAL GAR.

Baltiiore Lus followed the good
example of Cleveland in providing it-
self with a funeral car, which was
used for the first time October 1, in
a funeral which took place trom St.
Paul’s Catholic Church.

The new ear, Dolores, ha.s two
compartments, one seating twenty-
four persons, and the other seating
eight persons, the latter intended for
use of the pall-bearers, clergyman or
immediate family of the deceascd.
The smaller compartment also con-:
tains 'a receptacle for the casket,
which slides in from the side of ihe
car on a movable platform. The top
m,ptuel: ::‘ lntf:’deg“l:; ﬂo:-;
m an et 8] o
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A. CONVENTION AT BUFFALO.

The delegates to the Second 'Irien-
nial Convention of the Eupreme Coun-
cil of the Catholic Mutual Benefit As-
sociation assembled at the Genesee
on Tuesday of last week, say the
Buffalo “‘Catholic Union and Times,"’
and escorted by the local commitice
of arrangements, marched in a body
to St. Joseph’s Cathedral to partici-
pate in a solemn High Mass offered
up for the purpose of asking God’s
blessing on the deliberations of the
convention. Besides the delegates,
several hundred Buffalo memb and
others were present.

Immediately after Mass the Right
Rev. Bishop briefly addressed the
delegates, who had the extreme pleas-
ure of hearing one of the most un-
qualified and forceful endorsements of
the C.M.B.A. that its members have
ever listened to. The Bishop referred
with deep feeling to the fact that the
.SSO(H\LIUH was founded in the dio-
e of Buffalo under the auspices of

his lamented and sainted prede-
cessor, Bishop Ryan, who fostered it
from its inception and ever gave it

his most tender solicitude and en-
couragement. The Bishop said the so-
ciety was one that had the fullest
approbation = of bishops and clergy
because of its sterling Catholicity
aod noble motiv He said it lad
deserved and received God's blessing
from the day of its birth to the pre-
sent day. This was shown in the
fact that this pioneer Catholic insur-
ance society had spr?ad and prosper-
ed, notwithstanding that many other
similar societies had sprung up and
were constantly coming intoexistence.

Prosperity had never caused it to
lose its Catholicty, and to-day no so-
ciety was closer to the Church and
clergy than the grand old C.M.B.A
The Bishop recalled that one of the
main reasons which caused Bishop
Ryan to look with favor on the pro-
posed establishment of a society like
the C.M.B.A., was the fact that it
would remove Catholic men from the
inevitable temptations incident to
non-Catholic Socicties The Bishop
said that the order had not long been
in” existeoce when its beneficence was

shown in a decrease of dependent or-
phans and objects of charity—a no-
ble work in itself. The Bishop said he
could not feel towards the C.M.B.A
as he did were it an insurance
cielty pure and simple, with no high-
er motives; but that its aims and ob-
jects were not sordid was known of
all men—its magnificent record for
more than twenty years of practical
Catholicity as exemplified in co-oper-
ation with every good work for
church and charity, spoke in terms
more eloquent than he could use. The
Bishop concluded by asking the bless-

s0-

ing of God on the deliberations of
the convention, which he hoped
would result in increased benefit to

the society.

The Bishop's address was warmly
commented upon, and no feature of
the entire convention gave greater
satisfaction.

The delegates from Quebec were :—
R. Archambault, P. Flanery, J.
2. Martineau.

Supreme Recorder Cameron'’s report
followed. The following excerpts are
of general interest :—

““The financial
term reach the handsome
two and one-half million of dollars,
every cent of which is plainly ac-
counted for in the different funds
The condition of the association with

transactions of the
figures of

ing, when it is considered that we
have paid no organizers, and have no
systematic arrangement in force for
securing membership, except the ef-
forts put forth locally by branches
and Grand Councils.

The decrease in the average age of
present membership, from 4314 years
in 1897 to 39 years 5% months to-
day, is something wonderful, and
tells us plainer than words can, that
good work has been done in bring-
Ing young men into our ranks.

During this term, we issued Bixty-
one assessments as against fifty-nine
in the previous three years, — an jdn-
crease of only two. This fact shéws
the foolishness of the criticism in-
dulged in by many members regard-
ing the enormous number of ‘“double-
headers.”’

The reserve fund, our pride and our
hope for the future, is making rapid
progress, having nearly doubled dur-
ing the past three years, amounting
at present to upward of $650,000.
The C.M.B.A. was the first fraternal
beneficiary association to adopt the
reserve fund feature; to-day no suc-
cessful society of this character is
without it, some of them having re- -
serve funds running into the millions.

Our reserve fund is how earning in
interest about $22,000 per annum.
It should be allowed to grow until
its earning capacity will exceed any
possible drafts upon it that may be
necessary under existing laws to pay
death claims. It may seem to Some
members that the growth of this
fund should be retarded at this time,
and that our laws should be amended
80 that the fund would be available
to pay death claims upon a less
number of assessments per annum
than is now provided. To such pro-
positions, I would suggest that twen-
ty-four assessments per annum is not
the amount and quality

too many for

of protection furnished by this Asso-
ciation, and the amount paid by
members on this number of assess-
ments would fall far short of paying
the premiums on a like amount of in-
surance in any. first-class life insur-
ance company.”’

‘he reports of Treasurer Welsh,
Legal Adviser Keena, Trustees, I'i-
nance Commitice and Medical Exam-
iner Kinsler were presented, in order

and ordered spread on the minutes.
Printed copies of the reports were
distributed to the delegates.

Flection of officers resulted as fol-
lows : Supreme president, John J,
Hynes, Buffalo; Supreme first vice-
president, John Molanmphy, Pitts-
burg, Pa.; Supreme second vice-presi~
dent, William Muench, Syracuse, N.
Y.; Supreme recorder, Joseph Came-
ron Hornellsville, N.Y,; Supreme

marshal, D. D. Hughes, Titusville,
Pa.; Supreme guard, J. B. Drouyn,
Quebec, Ont.; Supreme legal adviser,
J. T. Keena, Detroit, Mich.; Supreme
medical exawminer, Dr. J. T. Kinsler,
Omaha, Neb.: Supreme spiritual ad-
viser, Rt. Rev. DBishop James E.
Quigley, Buffalo; committee on laws,
Bugene Bertrand, Buffalo; N. P. Whe-
land, Cleveland; M. J. McMahon,
Pitisburg: fingnce committee, Jantes
Whelan, Rochester; ‘F. R. Foster,
Canton, O.; Rev. H. J, Mussely, Fall
River, Mass.;; Supreme Board of
Trustees, Rev, J. M. Kean, Buffalo ;
John H. Breene, Detroit; Martin
Healy, Buffalo; T. B. Hoban, Scran-
ton; Frank Randall, Topeka, Kas.
The next triennial convention of
the Supreme Council will be held in

received by Rev. Mother-General,
Nazareth House, Hammersmith, from
a Sister in Port Elizabeth, dated 2nd
September, 1900, will be read with
interest :(—“The war, T fear, will
still continue for some time; we are
losing a lot of brave men. One  of
the hospital ships arrived here yes-
terday (the Trojan) with a number
of wounded from the front, namely,
the Welsh, Gordon Highlanders, Roy-
al Irish and Dublin Fusiliers, Sher-
wood Foresters, and Grenadier
Guards; many very sad cases, others
just recovering from fever, ete., a
few of the worst had to be taken off

here, as it was feared they would
hardly survive until they reached
Capetown. We went aboard and
vigited every corneér of the vessel

where the poor wounded had quart-
ers, On the first bed lay a poorfel-
low having his arm amputated and
his head bandaged over a large
wound in his right temple, He could
scarcely speak, but when he caught
sight of 'us his eyes filled, and, with
a smile, he exclaimed, ‘'’ Oh, thank
God, are you the Sisters?”” I never
| thought you could get on board our
V‘llg i lp far “l:':m tlmre his

reference to the payment of death |October, 1903, at Pittsburg, Pa.
claims, assets, and cash on hand, One of the important decisions of
never was more satisfactory in its|vesterday was that beneficiaries nam-
history. ed in certificates must be either blood
In membership, the net gain for | relatives of the certificate holder, or
the term, 9.399, is an excellent show-| a person dependent upon him.
THE TERRIBLE RESULTS OF WAR.
The following extract from a letter | who could gét on deck came to say

good-bye, and to ask our prayers,
and to lavish any amount of thanks
on us for our little acts of Kindness
to them.

Lieutenant-Colonel Ellis called dur-
ing the week to.say good-bye, as his
regiment was ordered to the front,
and left yesterday. Officers and men
are much regretted here. May God
bring them back safely. It was very '
touching. As the brave colonel said
good-bye he asked if T would say,a
prayer over his grave if he happened
to fall in action; he also ‘asked for *
scapulars, badge, etc., which he said
he would wear, and also if T &
spare one for Sergeant Sykes (
Sykes's son), who was going to
them on their way. He promised
let us know how he is gcttigg
and wished and begged me t
you his warmest and kindest
Colonel Hoole also left, ‘who
ly gave the concert, also Dr.
The sisters vigited the cam
or two before the regimen
distributed scapulars, badges,
als, ete,; the poor fellows:




