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vGGESTIONS IN METHOD AND

gOME £V
PROCEDURE
By ‘‘GEORDIE.” .
From **The Red Flag,'' Oectober 4, 1919

HERE is, at the present time, a very notice-
shle ncrease in the number of classes and
i the interest displayed in the study of econo-

This i& the more gratifying, as it has alway«
. recognized I well-informed Socialist eircles
hat the .f.-‘v“'all’\lt‘ “tlld_\' of PO““"H] E"”""lli} ani
M=,V.§ cubjects was the most effective, if not the

, tractive method of propaganda.
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s this being the time of year when classes are
. process of formation it has oceurred to the writer,
oo has had some little experience in this matter,

dat it wowd be well, for the guidance of claxses
tgwing for the first time, to give here some of the
rsalts of that experience. 1 am the more impelled
w0 do ths Lecanse | am strongly of opinion that 1o
methond of .s'.ln!_\' 1L of as great, if not greéater,
wortance than the subject matter, so far as begin
rmed.  That is to say. that one of th
wain shiects 0 be attained ix the development of o
fyn attitude of mind—the lt‘iﬂ;liﬁ-' method. Pos
wssing this attitude of mind, believing nothing
estioning all things, insisting on clear and accur
e defnitions, testing every statement by an appeal
fy15. the student is in & position to securely pies
ks way through the mens of lies, misrepresentation
ind elotted nonsense which is modern ;an;«ui.ur It

srature
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he matier of elass-orgamization and methods

ary, | take i, be.left to the commonsense of the
tlass 1tselfl, hint the procedurf will, in gens ral, con
sist of read'ng in turn from the text book, followed
by questions and commend by the members. Asto the
texthook, ** Wage-labor and Capital ™ will probabls
be the best for a start, Wt if this book is used, it
will be well to get & sufficient number of the
viwd edition recently issued by the S. P. of ., as
most editions of this hook are very defective, For
sdvanced students, the £rst nine chapters of “Cap-
tal" conld be studied. *“Value, Price and Profit.”
starting st the sixth chapter, is also very good. Oth-
¢ standard works ought to be at hand and the class
sSould possess a veally good dictionary. Every word
bas, and every statgment ought to have, a meaning,
and it is the businesd of this class to find it. No
portion read from the text-book ought to be passed
up unsifted and the chairman should, so far as pos
tible, sce that every member of the class is satisfied
before proceeding. Many econtroversies and mos
wrguments will be found at the bottom to consis!
of a question of dafinition. Many words and terms
i1 general use have so wide an application or may
mean so many different things that for the purpos
of seientific statement they must be limited to invar
'ably indicate one thing or eategory of things. Such
words as ‘‘Wealth,” *Commodity,” “Value, " ar¢
of this nature, and will often be found used to indi-
m.h very different things by different Feonomists
Where the consensus of authorities has given and
rm & definite significance that meaning should be
ascertuined and the term nsed in that way bul in
nxx.\" case some definite meaning should be attached
'0it and the word or phrase used invariably in that
sense. While this method may be followed in the
fa5¢ of n word, the case is very different when we
rnmlo to a statement of fact. The statement or pro-
Position is true or it is mot true, that is to Sab i
terees with the facts or it does not, and no amount
b Wthority will help it in any case.
lll:!lh:»:tv.mtn‘.‘, 'Q q‘“o“ '"i""'s of m?‘.
: of thig, that or the other proposition, &

horities 1N
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wages. Therefore, the one interest of the sldve class

is the abolition of the wages system, that is to say,
of capitalist society. And that abolition must be
entirely effected by ourselves, the new developed
medium of social progress. Master class and slave
class interests are diametrically opposite, and no
wise scheme or glamoring reform can ever abrogate
their opposition. There ean be ‘only common inter-
est when there is 2 common class, i.e., when there is
Soeialist society. ‘Then with economic freedom, we
shall be equals, with the privileges of equals—with
the guarantee of everything that this highest of
human socicties can encompass and achieve. There
is no other issue. R.

' No statement is worth considering that can not
ne expressed in good, plain, simple English and the
class ‘-'huuld be encouraged to use this mm’l«» of eS;:
;~‘r--s-zuu rather than the ervptic and exotic (t‘-rmiu-
ology so much affected by many members of the

1 ) "
arxian _\4_.]‘“”:.

- Phe selection of a chairman is rather important.
t 's his business to see that the discussion dees not
ulznnivr from the matter in hand: that no one, in-
cludirg himself, monooolizes the time of the class:
encourage timid, bashful members to take part‘
and see that the disenssions are carried on courte-
onsly and in regular form.

I do not, for one, ap-
rove of the appointment of a teacher or instructor,

e class would be as well to have a director
whose funetion it would be to bhe rt'np(m.\ihlv for the

wWOrK done
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TO THE WORKING CLASS OF CANADA

Fellow Workers,—A few weeks ago Russia sent
out a ery for help. The workers of the Russian Sov-
iet Republic are appealing to the workers of- the
world for aid in the terrible ecalamity that has over-
thrown their nation. Decimated by seven years of
incessant warfare, deprived of food and clothing, of
medicines and drugs, of agricultural implements and
industrial machinery by the ecapitalist powers of
Europe, weakened by the internal struggles that fol-
low in the wake of every revolutionary upheaval,
Bussia now stands helpless and unprepared to face
the destruction of its harvest in the Volga district.
The great granary of the Russian nation. A terri-
blé* drought, no rain, from March until August, has
burnt up every testige of vecetation for hundreds
of miles. Land that in other years brought forth
food for thousands of hungry workers lies_blackened
and charred under the blistering sun. Great herds
of cattle upon which millions of children depend for
their food have had to be slanghtered because there
is no grass to feed them. Eleven million men,
women and ecliildren are starving. Cholera, that ~
dreadful disease that stalks in the wake of starva-
tion is wiping out entire townships. © Babies are
&obbing at their mothers’ breasts and there is no

milk. Roys and girls are pleading for food, and

there is no bread. Thousands are dying fml!x pre-

Ak T i ) v'enxable; cura.hle diseases, and there are no medi-

‘s philosophy. Whose business —and interest—it cines. (leanliness could ffheck the spread of contag-

: ; jous diseases, and there is no soap. Even the next

No other will be nom- o ot is in danger, for the seed corn has been used

And whatever 4o Jonage the hunger that is eating out the vitals of
the nation. ‘

We know why Russia has had to suffer, why war
against Russia went on long after hostilities in oth-
or countries has ceased. We know why Russia was
forced to keep her workingmen at the front while
fields lay fallow and the factories stood idle. Rus-
sin has secrificed year after year, her men, her in-
dustries, everything, the very lifeblood of the nation,
that its spirit might live, the spirit of Working Class
brotherhood of working class internationalism. Rus-
sia ‘has been attacked by the great powers of Fu-
rope, and by America, it has been slandered and
vilified, fought with fair means and foul. The cap-
italists of the world. the men who live in wealth and
luxury because you and your fellow workers live in
want, hate Russia because she carries the message
of working class freedom from capitalist oppression
to the world, because she has fought your nation,
brought inspiration and hope to you in your strug-
gles. e
All over Canada committees have sprung up for
the purpose of helping Soviet Russia. By their very
number they are defeating their purposes; they are
duplicating their effort and there is practically no
co-ordination. The American Federated Famine Re-
lief Committee is endeavoring to unify the work of

. t Jost its pristine nature and significance. collecting funds for the famine stricken and the
by AP nation of manufacturers and traders ¢ (anadian Famine Relief Committee for the Drought
' . all-absorbing commercial  Stricken in Societ Russia’’ is directly affiliated with
that committee.
$220,000.000 must be raised. It is the most vital
task that you have ever undertaken. Workers of
(anada, your Russian brothers are calling for your

It would be his business to look up in
dvanee the matter liable to come up, to verify the
, and be prepared to initiate and

carry on the discussion.

fefinitions, ete.

This office may be com-
rined with that of chairman, or if there is no one
willing 1o aet permanently, individual students
<hould be made responsible for the proceedings at
That is to say, that the

meeting of the class.
¢ cach meeting should be laid out in advanve

work o
nd some one member made ro-.-nnusil-le- for it.
his been my eaperience that classes of this
lisble to be infested with a variety of
ke and cranks o one kind and another. These
cople, of course, should have a courteous hearinz
n discussion. but shiould not he allowed to monop-
‘he time of the class and. if necessary, should
frmly suppressed; a little verbal brutality will
Ahem no harm and will he helpful if they are any
wuod.  Ruch people are generally interested in the
propagation of certain nolitical or religious theories,
and it shonld be remembered that the object of the
class is the study of Political Economy, that is to
v, the seienee of the production and distribution
of wealth under Capitalism, and not to draw plans
for the New Jerusalem.
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THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE

1% 1o pr eet class !-ri\’ilvgo.
inated and elected to that position.
mombers from the slave class succeed to that

siray u
‘honor'” are either revisionists (or worse), or are S0

outnumbered as to be negligible.

parliament is the result of a
lutionary process. It has its roots deep in
and forgotten ages. It was the council
a council of equals. It be-
cume the «moot’” of the communal middle agtl's. and
developed into the n-prvsvntaﬁonf of the third es-
i.e., the rising merchant and
carly capitalist period. And
d development of capitalist
it is no wore It lives on the
peient traditions. It is stripped of
11 real anthority: it Las been shorn (.)f.its privileges;
metions have p;lswd into the highen eontrol of
hinet, and its powers are but the moek-
* what the cabinet decrees. Be-
\e was more and more

1 ¥,
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Like everything else,

long evo
anfamilar
of tribal communities—

tate—the COMMOoners,

trading classes of the
with the complete

ey,
than a name.

society,

ix‘. sLipe n.' ils &

its
the modern ©
‘ ~:mui~-mm_"
s the tribal commul
1ed, and dominated by the flourishing proces:q of
axchange, and grew gradually mt(.) (jhnttt-l slavery, 80

) aneil of equals lost its original character of
T Just as the accum-

and became ohsolete.
hant oi the middle ages broke up the

| wconomy of the fendal fiefs, so the communal
naturai e¢ i)

ryv of
quse. just

myit

canality

ulating mere

And just as the
into the

y the young parliament of the commoners
S( ! s

in the overshadowing might of the
That is why the ‘will of the peo-
e, the shadow of a sub-

has ‘,rng! 1'\'.\l‘tl

empire,
has di~.:t»1w:n‘ml

tmperial { abinet.

I ‘ n'ry
fu % Weakness with many Socialists 1o quote & 1as P 4 but an emply nan :
rnm "y, Capital,” and to immfim' that b : listant hy lhnnszluds of years. ussxsfance.
tion jg ﬂlQN‘l)\.' ﬂn.ﬂ“V gettled ']‘hn-»npillinll of an gtance, ( l; a l'.l.-wnf‘lﬁ“"n is economic interest. wil you desert them n_OW?
At v ol . - .'i Cpep s < ; > \ v )
Ateurate obgerver and painstaking investigator such Politica ‘ And so long as it remains in exist- We must get together for one great drive for ,
» e nwe. r L i
: ht, but  Nothing B ndure. For it is but the ex- funds.

 Darwin op Marx has. of course, due weig
shonlg always be aceepted with the reservation thu'
an appeal to the facts is the 0"].\. l\rnnf of which any
Probosition is suseeptible.

.o must slavery €

ence, S
sion of that slavery.

exploitation

Address®ll moneys to—Canadian Famine Relief
Committee, P.0. Box 3501, Sta. B, Winnipeg, Man.
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Qlavery is exploitation,
e is accomplished throug\}

and today,
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