Shorthorn Pedigrees.
BY GEO. E. DAY.

To the average Shorthorn breeder a Sh_ortvtlorn
pedigree is either ‘‘straight Scotch” or “plain.” A
straight Scotch pedigree, of course, is one which traces
in all its lines to Shorthorns bred in Scotland, whereas
the so-called plain pedigree is usually one which traces
back on the side of the dam to a cow imported from
England in the earlier days of Shorthorn breeding in
Canada. It is true that there are some plain pedigrees
which trace back to a cow bred in Scotland many years
ago, but sires of mixed breeding have been used for
gt(l)erziltions, so that the pedigree cannot be called straight

tch.

Scottish breeders have attained such a high reputation
as Shorthorn breeders that there is small wonder their
cattle should receive favorable recognition, provided of
course, that the individual animal measures up in point

,of excellence, to some degree at least, with the best

Scotch cattle. But it is hard to justify the selection
of an inferior individual simply because it is of straight
Scotch breeding, and the rejection of individuals of high
merit because all lines of ancestry do not -trace back to
Scotland.

It is true that we have in Canada and the United
States many Shorthorns which are properly called plainly
bred, for the reason that the breeders have been men
who never invested in really high-class sires, and who
were not particular as to the blood represented in the
bulls they used. Such animals are properly called
plainly bred, no matter whether they are of Scotch or
English extraction. On the other hand, we find ani-
mals of high merit where the best blood of the breed
has been used for generations by our best breeders,
which are called plainly bred simply because the dam
traces back to an English importation made many
years ago. To illustrate this point the pedigree of the
young bull “Sultan’s Perfection' is given below.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE

of Prime Favorite (imp.), a Toronto grand champion
in his day. a .

The dam of Sultan’s Perfection is half sister to Sll'lt-‘lll
Choice, her sire being Lavender Sultan, \\'hos_t‘ "f‘:f" ing
has been noted. Therefore, Sultan's l‘crf(\(‘nqn ((ujr’l(js
four crosses of Whitehall Sultan, two on the side of his
sire and two on the side of his dam.

The third sire is Prince of Archers (imp.), a bull of the
best ‘Scotch blood, and one who proved himself to be
an excellent sire. The fourth sire is Prince Louis ([nll)..)(
belonging to the Lancaster family, and carrying in his
blood the very best Scotch blood. He also proved to
be a very successful sire. v

Next comes Prime Minister (imp.), bred by Wm.
Duthie. The name of his breeder is sufficient guarantee
as to the blood he carries, and he proved to be a most
successful sire,

Next to Prime Minister comes his half brother,
Guardsman (imp.), also bred by Wm. Duthie. It is
worthy of note that Guardsman was the sire of the
great show bull St. Valentine. No apology need be
offered for this bull either in breeding or performance.

The seventh sire is'Albert (imp.), bred by Sylvester
Campbell.
very best blood of the breed.
excellent sire.

Below these bulls of Scotch breeding we find bulls
of English blood, mostly Bates. )

Sultan’s Perfection is said to be plainly bred, l}e(:alnse
on the side of his dam he traces back some eighteen
generations to the imported English bred cow Annabella
=16=, but through seven generations l}e l\fns received
the very best Shorthorn blood existing in Canada, the
United States and Great Britain. It would be diffi-
cult indeed to find a bull, even in Scotland, with seven
better bred sires than those appearing without a break
at the top of this pedigree. There must surely be
something wrong with our method of valuing Shorthorn

He also proved to be an

Sultan Hero.
Winner of senior bull clas< at Western Ontario Shorthorn Sale.

SULTAN'S PERFECTION
DAM

= 32338 =
SIRE
Sultan Choice =107452 =

Silver Queen =114708 =. Lavender Sultan =84075 =
Fairy Maid =84524 Prince of Archers (imp.)
' = 60861 =
Lavinia Lass = 55690 Prince Louis (imp.)
=32082 =
Lavinia =55698 Prime Minister (imp.)
=15280 =
Humber Fairv =35138 = Guardsman (tmp.) =1%956
Fairy's IFlower = 23600 Albert (imp.) =2668 =
Fairy Man 9057 Prince Inglewood (imp
= 1283 =
Fairy Cirele AN Count Grindelwald (imp.)
6H0) =
Fairy G —990 Louden Duke =803 =
Fairy Gem =089 Duke of Bourbon =507
Fairy OK7 Prince of the West fhp)
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L 1 NI ! v hittde I'he sire of
Suitg Verfedtion rson of Lavende
Sul | ! S M { . o
be bl Superh th 1 A\Vhitehall
Sul I ! 10i Litn ol
is \ s
S It [ he s t

Shown by J. T.

His sire is Vermont, and he carries the
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breed if we would pay more attcntion to the quali

the sires appearing in a pedigree an( less attentlmt:,'vd
foundation cow from which the family is d the
Some day we will probably learn thjs lesson, and iy
sooner we admit the fact that good l)medin'g is th
breeding no matter where it is done the be!:tel‘itgoml
be for the breed. ' wil

There is one redeeming feature in connection wi
our methods of estimating Shorthorn pedi :‘:
that is the fact that straight Scotch Shorthom i
merit are widely distributed, and consequently whils
may feel that a great injustice is being done toma:!
really well-bred cattle, there is Iitfle da
deterioration in the quality of the breed,
breeders -are not restricting their selection within one
or two familles, as occurred during the Bates boom of
years ago, but they are admitting
Shorthorns of Scotch extraction, no matter what families
or line of breeding they may represent. [t must: be
admitted, however, that progress in Shorthorn H
would be facilitated by placing all really
Shorthorns upon a par, regardless of whether their
remote blood lines take us back to Scotland or to Eng.
land.

The Trials of the Importer.
BY D. E. MCEWEN, MIDDLESEX CO., ONT.

It is customary, when we desire to raise the status
of our flocks and herds in Canada, by the use of superior
sires and matrons, that such animals come from Great
Britain or Ireland. Strictly speaking, importing is the
purchasing and transportation of an arimal or
from a foreign country, but when applied to live stock
it, is naturally associated with a pleasant tnp to the

British Isles, the selection of animals and thejr ‘conge-
quent shipment to Canada, without taking into con-
sideration the financial risk, trouble and worries which

Gibson, Denficld

pedigrees when a bull of this breeding is classified as
plainly bred.

Attention might be called o the fact rhat in Great
Britain a man can start with a grade Shorthorn cow,
and, after using pure-bred sires for four generations,
can record in Coates’ Herd Book the female descendants
of this grade cow. The fifth makes the male
descendants eligible for registration, and if an animal
of such breeding wer brought to Canada from Scot
land it would be accepted for registration in our Herd
Book, and rated as of straight Scotch breeding.  In the
sale ring such an animal would outsell an animal of equal
merit as an individual bred along the same line as

Cross

Sultan’s Perfection.  Th straight Scotch bull would
have five crosses of Scotch bulls in his pedigree with a
gracde Shorthorn cow for foundation on the side of his
dam, but Sultan’s Perfection has seven richly  Dbre:l
Scotch bulls at the top of his pedigree and runs back
through nearlyv twenty generations of recorded animals
on the side of his dam, and further than this, the English
Blood which he carries was the very best blood of its
i I Sultan’s Perfection is plainly bred, where can
we hope to find well hred cattle?

I'h te many other Shorthorns in Canada and
de Uinted States with hreeding similar to that of Sultan's
Pertectiom, which e consequently dubbed “plainly

L™ Sultan's Perfection is used merely as a striking

| v Uiy we l-bred tmimal which is not ap
Loand it amust aot e supposed that this is an

e by any means,  How this evident injustice
Lo b overcome is not ¢lear Solong as our customers
eivel tmals ol straight Scoteh breeding we  are
tically e Hed to turnish them with what they

! mld Ty ood thing for the Shorthorn

Champion Shorthorn heiter at Western Ontario Sale.

Rosemary. ‘
Exhibit 'd by Geo. Gier & Son, Waldemar.

the importer encounters. In the sheep business, ;letrl;
which the writer had some experience, very ,few lmgoon
have made any remuneration worth while, 3“f o
then when they are breeders here of the line ?sdﬁi\'e
which they brought over. It is not the writer %0

to discourage anyone who may have a des“fetheﬁsh
importing, but rather to give a fair estimate 0
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restrictions, and difficulties encountered 1In Eng
during the ante bellum period. ¢ plass
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It is essential before leaving home that yo .

hich

be well formed. You estimate the number OfShetegf‘;hiP‘
you intend to purchase and their cost, the Cos'th o
ping to the boat and their space on board, W1 own €x
sary feed, and then a rough (‘.\lill]ill(‘.()f yoﬁlrtels and
penses.  After  allowing for travelling, Ohawt
incidentals, you arrange with your bank (;(1; sal at 2
estimated amount required placed at your }Eopm
bank in the city in the British Isles where YO
having your headquarters. . some city
Your headquarters should be lm'i‘th ” ing from
where you will be centrally located for buya 2
the flocks you have in mind, and it \\.'1H serve asach you.
nent address where all mail or wires will rfnarginon
Also, to be safe, leave about a m-['\_l)(-.,-,.cer'lt- ssible t0
the money you estimate to need, as it 18 l[;ﬁt)?lotleaﬂ.
keep within the limit which you set. Last assage &
you require a passport and reservation for [)S difficult 0
to England, both of which are sometime state that
obtain on short notice. When leaving yo;l m othe
vou will be back at a certain time, l)V“-t'der((i)ﬂiteSO""S
experience, you should make this very 10 re just stop-
not te give the impression later that youa
ping in England for a pleasure tour.
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