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of His own conduct : He ta l the burden of their sins and desire to escape from | Gen. xlviii. 816, There is no trace of infant
ow ur ’p‘ry:; o “ . ing us a s . tive m them. The ble wou!d make us feel how | baptist: here—Jokn so. 7-2; Mark x. 16, And
which we call lbe l'nyer and He dlr«l much nearer is such an one to the kingdom of | yet this is one of the proo/ passages for that popish

ly instructed His disciples as to the proper spirit
of prayer. He would take up one point, direct

God than the self-complacent Pharisee, or than
any one who lhll’ti in_the temper and spirit of

attention to it, and give a forcible ill of it
in some incident or parable. We need not say
that this was the only point, or the most important
point, to be noticed in prayer. Our Lord’s differ-
ent teachings must be put together, if we would
learn His full view, and worthily apprehend our
O e pacabie of the widow and the
the widow tl nn]un
in the l::p'e‘ni verses of this chapter is ci“die
connected with the one we have as our mon
to-day. l‘l_l that we In::dm before ui the im-
portance of perseverance inporh:-ily in prayer,
-nd to heighten the contrast an * unjust )ug: is
tken to show, that if unceasing |m?ormm(y pre-
wils with him how much more it will with a just
and merciful God. In this we have set before us
the spirit in which we should come to God in
yer.  That :monn*es us to pray without
ceasing, this reminds us that while * man looketh

ll lhe oulwud appearance ' * God looketh at the
and teaches us Aow we ought to come
before Hm-

In reference to ‘tithes’ the Pharisees were
scrupulously exact. tithed, that is gave a
tenth of all the productions of their land, even
to such as were not included in the veqmremenl.l
of the Mosaic law, as pot herbs. They also went
beyond the letter of the law in their fastings.
The law required only one fast in the year, Zev.

_:ﬁ‘ but the Pharisees fasted every Monday
ursday. On these points see Gen. 74 20 ;
x'u; Lev. 27: 30; Deut. 14: 23 ; Matt, 23:

It is worthy of remark that the word used by
the Publican, and here rendered * merciful’ is lbe
same, used in verbal form, as the word Jmpim
tion’ in Rom. iii. 25 ; 1 John ii. 2 ; and iv. 10 ;
and seems to imply that the publican 4mew that
God could be mercll’ul n[:l‘{‘lhmugh a sacrifice for
his l(nl, a sacri for the daily

?: of the lemple service, Whllc the word
‘justified’ is the same word as is used in Rom.
m.u,aé §: 4; Gal. ii. 16, and many other
The man was justified not simply use
Ke prayed for mercy, but also because he came in
the right spirit lecldr? it by faith in the way of
God's appointment, t the contrast then
between this man and * who trusted in
themselves that they were righteous.”

IN THE CLASS,

Lesson outline. 1st. The two worshippers ;
and, The two prayers ; ‘}'h The one received,
the other rejected ; 4th. The further lesson fmm
the children,

THE TWO WORSHIPPERS,

Two men went up into the temple to

pray.—1 Kings viii. 29- 0, 41, 47-8; Mark ii.
17. ‘emple was on ground, there
'was a court for prayer. ‘The one a Pharisee.

The word comes from the Hebrew word pharash,
to separate. The Pharisees were the most pow-
erful religious sect in the Jewish state, the recog-
nized teachers o‘thlhlll?'&hc professors o:’l a
greater sanctity than yet proud, de-
ceitful, and cruel—fair willlml but foul within.
The other a publican. *The publicans

It ha
who were appoin! g to collect the taxes wm
object:‘n( great demmlon They were he:;l:,

the e il may be within it,
while the other is wnboul it— h.

How striking the contrast between these two
worshippers—in their appearance, their manner,
their estimate of themselves, und the esteem in
which they were held hy lhe multitude !  And
yet how different from the po opinion of
them, and their own opinion of themselves was
God's! How needful the prayer of David—Ps.
CXXXIX. 234,

THE TWO PRAYERS,

The Pharisee stood. Standing in itself
was not an evidence of pride, for the publican
also stood,—it was the usual ure ; 7 Kings
wiii, 22 ; Mark xi. 25 ; though in seasons of more
than oldmury humiliation or sorrow the suppliant
kneeled or even prostrated himself ; Dan. vi.
10; Acts ix, go. And prayed thus with
himself. He boasted rather than yed, and
his prayer, if such it may be called, went not
beyond himself ; it was of {inuell to hlmnl! and
went no higher than himself. God, I thank
thee. For what? For the blessings of His
providence, for His mercy and grace ? no, noth-

ng of the kind. He deserved the first, and he
lnd no sins or sinful self to be saved from, *‘His
performance is divided into two parts : 1st. Un-
der the form of thanks he enumerates the bad
things the rest of men are, but he is not ; 2nd.
He enumerates (he good lhm he dnu; and
there closes,”— ir begins well :
*God, T thank (hee. yel even in his (hanh‘ivln
see three t errors :—He compares hlmﬂ
with other men, 2 Cor. x. 72, He trusts to what
he is not, ‘not an umnumer.’elc The ques-
tion is, what we are. 'We do not tell the doctor
of all the diseases we have not, but the one we
Ilmvz. l;‘e ho?n: u.h‘his ood deedl._.i :] llut .o

give tithes of all that T possess,” that T
ncqmn. of all his gains. Matt. vi. 2, 5, 16;
James i, ro. But after all, is this prayer? What
does he ask for ?"—Stock, And the publican
-ur;din u;:- off. . Y‘: still in the court, for
as a Jew he a it there.  Augustine sa)
**Not afar off fmn?‘God, for He is nigh ..KG
them that are of a contrite heart.” But feeling
his own sinfulness and realizing God's holiness,
in reverent awe he stood where he felt himself to
be. Would not lift up so much as his
en of self-accusation ; but smote

breast, of inward [ﬂd, saying,
God be merciful. On the word merciful, see
note above, ‘a sinner’ should be the sianer.’

THE ONE RECEIVED, THE OTHER REJECTED,

 ; uu you. *“With what emxhuu did this
s * come from this Divine /.
‘This man . . justified ; “his sins forgiven,

lmled llljlllt person, and his prayer answered.”
nsulting to God and man, the prayer of the
thee. like a stone cast at ven, returns to
break his own head ; while the publican’s ascends
like a cloud of incense that floated away fragrant
and heavenward from the morning or nemng
ucriﬁ::e Not ;hu";:: co:ufuuh:: ;;ld v
were the price of n ; but nn-
self lost .;:lld undo'n: he cast :;nl{‘ mf)
mercy, 50 became partaker of t teous-
ness which el::‘;\n ::ovuied for th"‘hchkfol

sinners, " — Gt/

For every one. “To be wlf-empchd or
“ poor in spirit’ is the fundamental and indispen-
-ble ptcpumon for *the grace that bringeth

exactions and dissolute in their lives, By the
Jews they were associated with thieves and ‘adul-
terers, and those who 'm: prd':ne and dissolute.”
~Larnes.  ** The ﬂ represented those
who, although they have sinned greatly, yet feel

THE FURTHFR LESSON FROM THE CHILDREN,
And they brought. Matthew says, “ Put

His hands on them and pray.” It was customary

to seek in this way the blessing of good men,—

ordinance,

Suffer little children. Do nothing to
hinder, place no barrier in the way of their urly
coming to Christ. Let there be nothing, in pre:
cept or example that will hinder them ; bu! do lll
you can to help them to Jesus.

"loldwllpnndllv-up-
holy gospel we profess " —
that the little ones shall be won to Jesus,
Verily, I say unto you. *The lesson of
this verse admits of only one |nler[::mbn It
deu:ribea the spirit and frame of which are
absolutel neeenl? to salvation, Pride, hl‘h
thoughts, and self-righteousness must be laid
aside. We must be converted and as
little children.”—AMatt. xviii. 3.—R) “ Not
childishness, but child-likeness, trusting and lov-
ing God as a child does its parents.” May we
not see here also an encouragement to intercessory
prayer : others brought the children to Jesus,

TLLUSTRATIVE.

“The Zimes o:‘lm 23rd, 1855, in monlmg
petitions to the House of Lords,
marked of one that it was rejected on the ‘mnd
of an omission—after all but a simple one—the
word ‘humble’ was left out. How many
tions to a higher tribunal are rejected for hck,
not perhaps of humility in the words employed,
h:(l |;| the heart of the individual employing
tl

Note—-The remaining lessons for No.
vember are left over till our next issue
which will be published in ample time
for their use.

DENOMINATIONAL NEWS,

Ministerial Changes. Rgv. D, P, Mc-
Punwnruulurned to his :lnd?nl Woodstock,

after supplying very acceptably for some months
at nnﬂ’ n% le:y GEO, GRAFFTRY, for
many years pulnrr of the Iingston Church, has
accepted a call from the First Church OI'T
plsoral cae o e Losmingten and iy bevwood
pastoral care of the
Churches, and is open to a call,
lam&ngmn. Rev

D. Regs, late of Louisville, Ont.,
a call from the Dutton and Southwold Chy
REv. JuserH WILLIAMSON has
care of the Artemesia Church,
toacall : P.O. address, M ia. Rev,
bmnuz DA\:nslnor of the Ccpe

P‘ 0.

ll
Leith to
ELLMORE HAIIII. B.A.,

23

from Belfast, Ireland, has settled as pastor of
Baptist Church in Minesing, Ont, Rev. M,
GoLp, of has to England to sy

the winter. REv. James Coutrs, of .
wood has ed of the Church
Guelph.,

Church anized, On the 5thof -
el oy ".!2""" g ChuratOrnge.
4 mnm ntoa urch at
ville, under God, much
Indebud lhc labours of Rev,
by vu;l oldBnmhrd, b:b on that

y se! those who afterwards

constituent members,




