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The Ontario Provincial Plowing Match a
Popular Event '

Plowing C itions and Tractor D
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ations Divided the Interest.
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NTARIO’S Provincial Plowing
match, held on Friday of last
week, was an unoualified suc.

cess. Several factors account for the
popularity of the event. It was held
on the grounds of the Ontario Agri-
cultural College, and a visit to the
plowing match also afforded several
thousand people an opportunity to ir-
spect the college as well.  Then,
again, the match was situated in the
centre of a large agricultural dis-
trict, easily reached by hundreds cf
auto-owning farmers; all of the
drives near the field in which the con-
test took place were lined up with
farm autos Finally, there was a
traction demonstration, one of the
first ever held in Ontario. As a res
sult of all of these factors, there was

best boy plowman of the day was Wm.

Canadian  Farm: Thos.

first Class, sod, open to all, six
entries: Thos. Shadlock, Agincourt;
2, Thos. Swindle, Orillia; Wi
Jrr, Maitland; 4, Garfield Ley, Oril-

i,

#nd Class, sod, open to thosz who
never won a prize in this class prior
to 1918, six entries: 1, W.L.
Ellesmere; 2, Stewart
burn; 8, P. Woods, Elmira; 4, Alex.

Third Class, boys under 18 on sod:
Clifford Knutt, Minesing.

& record conser
estimated at 2,500 and by some com-
petent estimators placed as high as
4,000 ‘people, the majority of whom
were practical farmers

Altogether 29 plowmen competed
These were men who had proven
their superior ability at previous
county plowing matches, and they
met at Guelph to compete for pro-
vincial honors. York county was most
largely represented, and it was noticed
that the York county plowmen, almost
to a man, brought with them the long
Scotch iron plows, a type which still
holds its own in plowing matches, al-
thouh it is but little used in the prac.
fical work of the farm. One of the
most interested spectators of the
svents was Jas. Lay, the blacksmith
of Markham, Ont., who made many
of these iron plows, and who told us
that previous to the opening of the
plowing season this fall, had over-
hauled all of the iron plows on the
field.  There was one of the plows
that he did not make, however, W.
L. Clark, of Ellesmere, plowed with
the same implement that Ontario's
one-time foremost farmer, Mr. Simp-
son Rennie, used in the matches in
which he competed many vears ago.
This old plow was imported from
Scotland over 60 vears ago. In con-
trast with these old fashioned plows,
there were new ones almost direct
from the factory with the paint fresh
and new.

Youngsters and Veterans Were There
The age of the pl varied al-
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most as_greatly as the age of the
lows. For instance, there was young
ifford Knutt in the class for boys
under 18, who did great work in sod
in spite of the fact that he was plow-
ing with a team he had never handled
before. He showed the kind of plow-
men that York county is nroducing to
sustain its reputation in plowing
matches of the future. At the otha
extreme, old Mr. Milliken turned over
his furrows as ususl, in spite of his
81 vears and the infirmities that come
with such an advanced age. This old
man has had a wonderful experience
in plowing matches. He competed
first in 1864, and between then and
1906, won 33 prizes. The last pro-
vincial plowing match before the
event was dropped for several years,
was held on Mr. Milliken’s farm at
Hagerman, and there were 66 com

titors. Another olt-time plowman ‘3-:
watched the event with the great-
est of interest was Josiah Smithson,
of Peterboro county. Both of these
hale old men are still enthusiastic
plowmen, and both were willing to
wive full credit to the young men, who
plowed last Friday, for the good work
they were doing. The sweepstakes
award went to Mr. Thos. Shadlock, of

Agincourt, in York county, and the

8
Len Loree, O.A.C, Gu

Tolton, Guelph; 8, Geo. Rodgerson,
boys in stubble under

T,

Seventh Class, two furrow plow,
three horses to be used from start
to finish, three entries; 1, Leslie Vin-
orman Wallace, Galt;

slinch.
Best crown in first class: Thos.
Best crown in class six: Wm. Eby

The Tractor Demonstration
Interest at the recent Provi

viction that the light tractor might
almost find & place, The crowd who
assembled at Guelph-to witness the
tractor demonstration were not drawn
there by curicsity. The greatest in-
terest vas shown, questions were
asked by the dozen, and several trac-
tors were sold during the day.

Altogether there were four tractors
demonstrated. Many of the visitors
for the first time in their lives saw
10 furrows turned over at one opera-
tion, or 20 furrows to the round. This
looked like ‘“Big Business.” This
Sawyer-Massey machine did its besc
work in the fairly heavy soil of the
college farm with a six-bottom gang.
The main interest, however, was con-
fined to the smaller tractors, which it
was generally agreed were the only
ones adaptable to Ontario farm con-
ditions, unless it be under very ex-
ceptional circumstances. A brief de-
scription of each of these smaller
tractors may be in order.

The first on the field was the
“Mogul,” manufactured by the Inter-

are Dot seoure againet heavy windstorms, exoept
any ki adds to {ta security. The illustration
double secure by the silo roof 1

to the barn.

national Harvester Company. This
tsactor is designed to act as an all-
round farm power. On the belt it de-
livers 16 H.P., enough to run the

threshing machine, fill the silo, grind

grain and do all other kinds of work
for which the farmer requires mech-

anical power. On, the draw bar the

““Mogul” exerts 8 h.p. During the

days of the tractor demonstration, at-
tached to an Oliver three-gang plow,
it did great work. It had one feature
lacking in
in its self-steering device. Once the

11 the other tractors shown

machine was turned at the end and
started down in the new furrows, it
required no more attention until it
reached the other end of the field. It

was & decidedly novel sight to the
visitors to see the driver of the Inter-

national tractor get off his seat and

go and inspect the work of other
tractors while his own machine was
chugging down the field without any
personal attentior. The price of this
machine is $875, and its type em-
bodies the results of 20 years of trac-

Plowing Mnch’ was not limited to the '

terest was seriously divided.

ing by this A
Next on the scene was the Case

tractor.  This tractor is built on an

ctor
concurrently in an adjo
the crowd was fairly evenly di
he two events. Ontario con-
ditions may be such that the horse
will always take Irlu vlace as a farm

her different plan. It is com-
y constructed, and all

parts are
close to the wroun It delivers 20

be more efficient than the Interna-

or running & heavy ing  ma-
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chine. On the drawbur it exerted 10
h.p. It too is designed tc draw ;
three or four-furrow plow. A radical
difference between this macaine and
the other tractors demonstrated, was
that practically all of the power was
exerted on one big drive wheel, the
principal being similar to the traction
wheel of the self binder. Through
this device the Case people are able
to get away from the side draft diff.
culty in plowing. It was priced at
#$1,080 f.o.b. Toronto. +
A Popular Priced Tractor

Both the International and the Case
firms were at a disadvantage in tha
they were under the impression that
tractor plowing alone would be de.
monstrated at Guelph, By far the
most practical demonstration of the
day, therefore, was given with the
Avery tractor, made at Preoria, 11l
Many who had been shaking thei:
heads doubtfully all day and proclaim-
ing confidently that the tractor would
never find a place in Ontario bevan
to doubt the wisdom of their precon-
ceived opinions after they had wit
nessed all phases of the Avery demon-
stration. This is a light weight, gas
or oil tractor. It exerts 10 h.p. at the
belt, and would therefore be at a dis
advantage for some heavier farm pow
er requirements, On the drawbar its
rated power was 5 h.p. Its price
proved a most attractive feature,
$425 delivered at any point on the
International boundary and with duty

paid.

Previous to the arrival of the Avery
tractor, four good sized farm borses
had been demonstrating a Smith cul
tivator, and found this new implement
about all that they could handle. The
Avery demonstrator hitchea his litte
machine to the cultivator, dug in the
cultivator plows to a maximum depth
and went off with apparent ease.
Later he hitched to & 16-foot drag
harrow, and at the invitation of the
crowd climbed a steep hillside, nego-
tiated & couple of very deep, dead
furrows, and came back without
trouble,  Finally, this small tractor
was hitched to two large sized disk
harrows, one behind the other, both of
them of sufficient size to call for three
horses, and hauled them with appar-
ent ease.

This is the first time that tractors
have played a part in a Provincial
Plowing Match, and here we will tell
a little story. Many years ago “Uncle
Jimmie Patterson” established one of
the first plowing matches ever held in
the United States, A match has been
held every year since on ‘‘Uncle
Jimmie’s” farm. But this last year
the tractors were so numerous and the
interest in them so great, that the
horses were found to be almost super-
fluous, and may be done away with
altogether_another year. We do not
believe that the Ontario Provincial
Plowing Match will develop into 2
tractor demonstration only, as has
“Uncle Jimmie's.” We do believe,
however, that the tractor demonstra-
tion at Guelph last week was a con-
clusive answer to many of those who
had previously believed that the small
farm tractor was mot a practicable
machine, and would never find a place
in Ontario agriculture. It would
seem that the farmer who can,
through the use of a tractor, dispense
with one or more teams of horses,
nign find the tractor investment 3
decidedly profitable one.
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