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CHAPTER IL 3
o FROEar
' Nationalities and Nations.

l'hemmtmperﬂchlobnnaofﬁhe
~political events of the last years
ouhu'(ﬁyfaﬂtohve Mg“
tendency of the age is tmnpda the
: iamﬂondhrgarnndmmepweﬂnl
‘What the cause
of ﬂ!h may be is uncertain. It
may result from a desire on the part of
communities to be of greater
consequence in the world, or perhaps
ﬂnobjocthto”_ndueq the general ex-
md t.  But, in any

times, Whmtheutureo!thoan
‘makes it impossible to speak of the
autonomy of the new combination,
some one nationality, more powerful,
, intelligent or energetic than the others
in it, usually steps to-the front and ex-

ucﬂon..s hegammycllhyitp mce:nla

. |tion of the nationalities has been at

| The right of a

work during the last fifty years will be
evident a reference to certain
evenits in Switzerland, Italy, the United
States, Canada and Germany.
!nnm-aotlonnry movements were not
always, in past  history, the work
of socialists and republicans, nor were
these always directed against monarch-
ical government. Switzerland affords
an instance of this. In 1847 the Forest
Cantons rose in_rebellion against that
republic, and endeavoured to seperate
themselvesfrom it. Luzerne, Schwyz,
Uri, Unterwalden, Zug, Freiburg and
Wallis formed themselves into a
seperate union called the * Sonder-
bund” to resist the action of the liberal
cantons which controlled the federal
the | government, The latter had decreed
the subjection of the Church to the
State, the abolition of the convents
and was determined to expel the Jesuits
from the country. Whén the “Sonder-
bund” was formed the government
called upon it to dissolve, The demand
was refused and armed resistance con-
tinued, but after their troops were re-
feated, and Freiburg' and Luzerne
taken, the rebel cantons were forced to
submit, and the Ultramontanists to
give up their pretnndons. They were
obliged ta,pay the oont of the war, to
1o ohmgu the cantonal con-
ns mdtoemlthohmitshom
I' constitution

ﬂleirbordeu. The

" 'This séems

; wbetheﬁntln-ﬁheeinhiworyof the

Hleunoommhnityto

l!x laced.!mmuféd'erd Union was effec-

denied and the rebelling nation-
forced to remain united with
Mmmmuumtlm

% 'was the nationalistic’ spirit
in former times 80 strong as in Italy.

| Again and again had the aspirations of

and Sitily for sepérate national

| or legislative existence been powerful

to ruin the cause of Italian

liberty. But the year 1866 saw the be-

m- | With the assistance of France it ac-
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‘ otcﬁ-ﬁopow

‘at last in the fall of Napoleon,

‘and the collapse of the kingdoms he
tkd,“ ated. = The patriotic achieve-
nts of the nations who rose were up

st him, the stupendous sacrifices
and theheroism of Water.
not. save the continent of
n.ﬂarwards becoming
l-thediseuesa.ndmean
 aftend upon government

petty potentates. Nationality in-
sections were fruitless, and even the
mﬂnﬂom Mprodncednohatmg
A results. But the disasters of
ume seen to have taught the
‘of a_more excellent way, and
! m building up of nations

. thian the dethronement of kings
sen’ striven for by the friends of
rand enlightened progress, That
] to resist national disin.
and to: favor the consolida-
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‘,‘,dozh h:ir:!'n higher ~ aim 'than |’

e | Paris, Oayour
perial | powers the demands of the Italians for |
|national existence, and declared that,

whm.nd

the | result proved their sagacity.

policy ‘and the first

nationetteism, At the Congress of

before the great

aﬂnﬂlthue muﬁsned,np(mmnout
peace could not be establish-
- Austria | thqn had possession of

mumqmmmm.mmwmm
monl ‘power of Haly was at its back,

cy of the Pope, They were as

to | hostile tb;nowtadmuonuwtheir

little kingdoms and dukedomns, alnd the

n 1860
. Modena, a.nd Parma joined
ﬂmnulm to 3 Garibaldi next

: Msmtof uplesmdSlcnyto

Victor Emmanuel, the small potentates

| vanished and province after province

was annexed. In 1861 Victor Emman-
‘|ual became King of Italy, and at last,
in 1871, took possession of the cap
Rome. 'Thus, by supp the spirit
of provincialism, the Ital establis
‘ed their national unity, an object:whi
‘the previous struggles of the nationali-
tics 'for centuries had failed to accom
lish.

The theory of State Rights, which
‘was upheld by the democratic party in
the United States up to the time of the
civil war, may be regarded as another
instance of the occurrence of a nation-
alistic spirit in a republi¢, detrimental
to its best interests and even dangerous
to its existence.  According to this
theory the United States was made up
of a number of  sovereign common
wealths, each capable of exercising all
legislative and executive powers except
those expressly delegated to the federal
government, and each possessing the
right to seperate from it at pleasure,
These pretensions, combined with other
reactionary influences were the cause of
the attempt that was made to wreck

French troops Bnnowrhns and Hauin.ns no longer
omglodhomwhﬂeNupluandSicﬂy eir respective countries. Al
thehmdsofﬁl}h'w“ccyo with ‘dmdf, « whale of |.*

n | the strains of one of the noblest of war
| German

1y | unity of the Empire? ' Is the desire for

| hearts than under a German Empire or
| an American Republic? We trow not.
'{ Besides we. must. remember that; " in
e | point of fact, we now possess union to

| tutions.  Neither do Imperial Federa-

) | according to which the Italian states
.| were to form a confederacy under the

the Republic in 1861, when the slave
states formed themselyes into a seper-
ate Confederation or ‘‘Sonderbund,”
after the manner of the Swiss Forest
Cantons in 1847. Almost all the in-
habitants of the-Southern States, com-
prising one-fourth part of the total
population of the country, became
rebels, and carried on a four years’ war,
during which & half & million lives were
sacrificed., But the people of the
United States’knéw the valueof nation-
al unity, and exerted themse]ves to the
utmest to preserve it. In the end the
Union was maintained, the sovereign
states deprived of their sovereignty, the
doctrine of state rights destroyed, the
nation preserved and the laws of the
federal government made supreme.

Thelesson thus taught, and the whole
experience of the United States regard-
ing state rights, were not without their
influence on Canadian statesmen, at
the time of Conféederation which took
place in 1867, shortly after the close of
the Americancivil war. In the British
Nortl American Act the matters suh-
ject to provincial legislation ‘are dis-
tinetly stated, s 'is also the principle
that the Dominiofi Parliament is supre-
me, and charged with the control of all
subjects not delegated to the provinces.
It is perhaps to be regretted that Con-
federation did not; effect a closer union
of the Lower Provinces, and avoid the
establishment of seperate governments
and legislatures for Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick and Prince Bdward hhnd.
This and the payment to them and the
other provinces of large subsidies by
the Dominion renders any reduction of
its ms duties next to impossible,

No this, Confederation
‘'on ,the whole has been a decided success,
and ina very marked degree conducive
to nati unity.  This was especially
seen in suppression of the Riel
Rebellion,  Entirely of their own mo-
tion, and withont the aid of British
troops, the Canadians restored order in'
the northwest, and preserved the unity
of théir own Dominion and that of the
Emp(re. After such action the pos-
sibility of successful secessiony on the
part of any 'of the provinces is very
remoee indeed.

Perhaps the most brilliant instance
of t.ha t'cndency to national consolida-

in our age is furnished by the
Empire.” Details are unneces-

sary. The jealousies and hostilities of
the German nationalties have given
place to the unity of the'German na-
tion. . Bavariaps, ‘Saxons

Germsny it shall'be,” 'and " declare in

songs, *Thou, Rhine! shall remain as'
ounhe@rté.” -

Is there in all this no encouragement
for » who /desire the \permanent

consolidation Tess powerful in Britisk.

a certain extent #nd that our efforts are
only required towards making that
-anion more practical and fruithful for
defence and for mutual encouragément
andsupportinpuoeorm In effect-
ing this there is no necessity for requir-
ing that any of thenations constituting
the British Empire should sacrifice any
of its peculiar characteristics or insti-

tionists daqim anything of this sort.
In fact noninterference with local
rights is one /of the principles, already
quoted, of the Imperial Federation
League, and its journal has all along
maintained that.the ment of
the local legislative and executive

hinery of each part of the Empire
concerns that part alone. It has de-
clined to express any opinion on the
Irish question that being a subject
’whieh exclusively .concerns the people
of theUnited Kingdom. Slmilu-ly it
holds that Australasian Union is a
matter with-which Imperm.l
tionists, as such,  have not;
and there is not the. slightegt
that in effectig the P
Empire any change would be suggested
as regards the mstitutxons of any
Canadian province, o of any gppend-
age of the Empire in any other part of
the world, Imperial Federation does
not seek and could not accomplish the
national obliteration of any of the races
of the Empire. The Capadians, Austra-
lians, Africanders, West Indians and
East Indians would, each of them, still
have their separate national existence,
which Federation would tend far more
to preserve than to destroy.

What then would be the nature of
the Union which JImperial F‘ederahon-
ists aim at? How would it be char-
acterised ? ° If & closer Imperial Union
'be brought about, it' will and must be
something altogether different from

already confederated, and other groups
of British Colonies inclined to forsake
the nebulous condition, their closer
union with the other parts of the Em-
pire would form a most brilliant con-
stellation in the political heavens, or
perhaps a new solar system, asSirJohn
Macdonald suggests; a central power
with auxilliary nations; a confederation”
of federations without a parallel in the
pasthistory of the world. S8till, for such
a Union the term “federation” dol not
appear suitable, and probably no name
will ever be found better than the pre-
sent one of *“‘ Empire.” If e cared to
search far enough back in history we
might doubtless inter ‘The Holy

Roman Empire German Nations,”
as-the nearest ap| to our'contem-
plated unipn of itish ~ countries,

~But a name of this sort. might
not commend itself to English
ears, _an our Canadian tradi-
tions npeak strongly in favor of a
“United Empire.” Most likely the
majority of the communities now living | *
under the Union Jack, would be con-
tented to be known as forming part of
¢The United British Empire,” or the
“United Empire of British Nations.”
As an instance within the Empire of
the outbreak of that nationalistic tend- | ¢
ency which has been stigmstised in
this paper as antagonistic to the deve-
lopment of & d liberal national |
life, Queensland may be mentioned.
This youngest British colony has|*
recently acquired some notoriety. In
its review of the occurrences in 1888,
which concerned the Colonies, the
Times gave the following as part of the
record: ‘Queensland has declined to
“ ratify the Naval Defence Bill, which
“has ‘been adopted by - the other
“ Australian governments, as well as
by the Imperial Parliament, and has
f*since  compelled the withdrawal of
*8ir Henry Blake, whose appointment
*‘as governor had been .announced,
‘““and in whose place Sir Henry Nor-
*man has been nominated.”
While indebted to the Mother
Country for 6 the security ‘of its
coasts and shipping, Queensland aims
at depriving her of almost the only
right. remaining to, the . Crown in. a
British Colony, the appolntment of the
Governor. Not only 8o but it is said
to be governed by men  pledged to
affect its separation from the Empire,
thus diminishing the latter by about
one-thirteenth part of its area,andabout
one-thonsandth part of its population.
One Queensland newspaper thie
diacuadonofthnqmﬂonmmthat
* the more friendly and easy may. be]
‘the geparation whon it comes,”.
Dilke, hu described” thq view of the
present premier as being that the]|
British Cabinet énd the Celonial Office
are a pack of old women, and the
Mother Oountry 4 composite grand-
*“motherly old wreck . . . tottering
“with a handbag and & cotton umbrella
¢ towards an open grave,”
Truly theassurance and waywardness
of this ‘scantily-populated fragment of
the Empire is immense. It seems

'

made by loyal sponsors for it at its
baptism, refuses to be conﬁmed and

appears ambitious to become the South
Carolina of the 'Empire, to use tall
words, eat fire, and inaugurate a rebel-
lion; at least on'paper. Just as there
were in the United States men who
proclaimed the right of each State to.
secede, 80 thore have been Englishmen
particularly anxiousto tell the colonies
that they might go when they pleased.
The result, has bééen to promote the

colonial communites. In the United
States such' doctrines were resisted and
stamped out by a sanguinary ,war.
They were regarded as destructive of
the existence of a nation which the
United States claimed to be.  Can they
be permitted to spread without danger
to the existence of our Empire? The
secession resisted successfully by demo-
cratic America,can surely be suppressed:

effect by monarchical England.

There is really no other ground for
reasonable Britons to take in this
matter than that expressed by Sir
Julius Vogel:—‘“I do not believe it
“ would be open to any great colony to
*leave the Mother Country, any more
¢ thanait is open to Ireland to do so.”
Grant the right of secession, and inter-
minable troubles arise, leading to comg
plications and wars far more disastrous
than could possibly follow from main-
taining the Unity of the Empire now
and at all hazdrds. But are we to per-
mit the seed' of disintergation to be
sown, and events to drift until civil war
ensures ; until the balky horses hegtome
unmanageable, and we have to under-
ktake the task of whipping a colony
back jnto the-traces? ' This is what the

any sort of ‘‘federation” which has
existed in the past. With Canada

United States had to do, but can we
not learn from such recent historyi

resolved to repudiate the solemn vows |

wishes to follow after strange gods, It | -

growth of pamiclous ideas'in certain|

with greater consistency and equal|

Is there not statesmanship left in Eng-
land to steer clear of such a catas-
trophe ?

4 As a man soweth that shall he alse
reap.”: The text applies equally well te
nations. Forty years ago England in
arranging her fiscal affairs, did soin a
‘matter ‘utterly regardless of the com-
mercial interests of her colonies, and
has ever since, in matters of trade,
treated them like alien communitieq,
Is it surprising that some of them
should now feel and act as such? No,
indeed ; the wonder is that the loyal
‘sentiment in the colonies should have
such wonderful vitality, when the in-
difference of many of the ruling states-
men in the Mother Country is consider-
ed. Far worse results were predicted
by the historian Alison who saye:—
“B8uch distant dependencies, forming a
*' vast Empire with the ocean for its in-

*‘terior line of communication, and
“ held together by the strong bond of
“‘mutual interest, may, if ruled by

‘wisdom and directed by foresight.
*‘long bid deflance to the open or covers
*“hostility of foreign powers. Divided
“‘by the neglect or-irritated by the sel-
“fish legislature of the parent State,
‘“deprived of the strong bond of mu-

‘tual interest arising from
* industry, cast adrift upon tge world,
“and exposed to the eompet.itlon of
'+t fobeign countries, theEmpire of which
"thay from a part. will speedily fall te

+ pieces, because the ruling power a$
‘‘ home, to gratify seperate interests in
““the” dominant island, has. neglected
“the mission appointed for it by Pro-
**vidence, and ‘ceased to beneﬂt tln
““human race.”

The momentous questions of to-d.y
are these : How can, “The mling power
at home,” repair the damage which
British Unity has sustained, and induce
such colonies s Queensland willingly

its ‘share of the b of defending
it? Can this burden’be placed.on the
shouldeu of the colonies in such a
manner as to enconmge them to bear
itP

It is useless in the case of & disaffect-
ed colony to appeal to sentiment alone,
‘A plan must be brought forward Which
will, at the same time, recommend it-
self to the interest/of the whole Empire,
Such a measure has been suggested and
will have ‘full consideration  in  this
essay. Meanwhile it is encouraging te
obeerve some 'eévidence of a return to
resson on the part of the statesmen of
the | Queensland. Itsre tatives at the
Federation Conference, in ' Australia
held in February last, ‘were quite care-
ful and moderate in theirlanguage, and
strongly’ approved of ‘the - proposed
Australasian Fodmtlon under the
Brltiah Crown.
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