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here (in action at Bultfontcin) we seem alone with a small infantry escort, and 
no sound but the opposing guns. It shows how little a single Tommy sees or 
knows of a fight.

I feel (in a fight) no animosity to any one. . . . One feels one is taking 
part in a game of skill at a dignified distance, and any feeling of hostility is 
very impersonal and detached.

The book has all through it the unobtrusive distinction of 
gentleness and good manners. It ends with a single page on 
the march through London on October 27, which is a little 
masterpiece of modesty and deep feeling.

The “Times” History of the War in South Africa.
VoL I. Edited by L. S. Amery. (Sampson Low, Mars ton & 
Co. 12s. (if/.)—It seems almost superfluous to have put forth this 
book in so handsome a form, for its contents are of absorbing 
interest, and will even gain in importance when the war is really 
over. It deals shortly with the history of the Boers in seventy- 
two preliminary pages, and then begins with chapter iv.—on 
President Kruger's Policy—what may be described as “the 
case for the British Government.” When we say this we do 
not mean to imply that the statement is an unfair one, but that 
it presents the case throughout from one point of view, and 
leaves it to the other side to bring any evidence they may have 
in support of an alternative theory. We have certainly not 
yet seen anything of the kind which could be reasonably held 
to weigh in the balance against the facts here put forward and 
proved. Some people in England, and many on the Continent, 
have maintained that the attitude of the gold-owmers in general, 
and the Jameson Raid in particular, have been the causes of 
the present quarrel. A glance at pp. 95-101 will show, on the 
unanswerable evidence of their own speeches at secret con
ferences between the two Dutch States in May 1887, that the 
policy of the Transvaal was then aiming at the boycotting of 
Cape Colony and the possession of Delagoa Bay, “ with a view 
to future complications.” “ We will and must shake ourselves 
free and become independent” Freedom and independence


