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iare> " wliivli the village dcjiends for it- prosperity

POVERTY III RURAL JAPAM.

-Ihe Tokio Asahi paints a dismal pietnrc of the
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industry of I a,.an, but farm lalx.r has been - largely
drained away by the growth of

Irak of the demand for men fot the army amt 
navv'as seri,.ti.lv to cripple agricultural enterpri-c.
The’consequence'is the decay of rural life, and many 
., “deserted village" is to be met with in the ventral 
sections of Nippon. The attractions of town life, 
eonstrasted with the hardshivs met with on many of 
the farms, make a condition of things which i' raput-
'y “ahïg's'li^^men, of the income of the 
tenant farmer the baekbone of agriculture in lapai', 
d,owing that in unfavorable seasons the paddy-field- 
yield onlv a loss. Io quote: .
' “When crops are bail the i*asant obtains pel acre only alJut five bushels of. rive, worth al- M,. 
while the cost of production is ÿiS. 1 fin me 
i, $1,. When the crop is good lie loses o,de S' V'" 
the raising of his whole crop of gram N'net.nus 

exceptionally good year he may clear the -ma l
margin of 7S cents profit |icr half-acre. W ml.

t a"n^ k'ZTi-“predneMc

te-i-ssT&rrsi^u?as ... ,,..
ary reix.rts of the government and found little differ- orange ami . ul 1 Con-ol-. And the reason
cnce between our and the government return- for î^’^îtch necessity is, as Sir Mix N wter

............. l'Æt

millet. ,xitatoes. carrots, etc., are raised w h a. or me ea \ m>llit ,la> suffered by the war. 
annual profit of abe.ut $55° per acre. Thu- th. . example. (, , |ias lx,m.wed m the lorn

S revealed that rice and wheat, the staple crop- weld although tin i* Svvvral „f ,|,e -mall cnintnc
little or no profit, while the less mi,«.riant |«vhur ,IV lleavy lx.rrowing Germany eat,., d

Hut the man living m the country has, of .. .. I a t ' r - flir it has been compell. 1 a
other resources in a nation which weaves s„ ninth make lx » t |iava| |ir<,Kra,mne be me m- of
silk. Nevertheless the Japanese i*asant armer ne- do g 1 '«respondent wr,„v from V.erhn a day or 
In -, state of semi-destitution. I he Asalu -ay- loans. 1

• As Japan abounds in mullierry plantation- a good twoago- sl„all investor in the • alaev-
nrotit is made on these, the expense- being $-»4 per Io the fiormr v|laVe now .lroppe t

and the profit about $.V> pre acre. Net a- tin and h I * ,.l|ia||llt',s „f ,|1r fall, and -ugge-n 
average fatnilv of the tenant farmer amount- to -exen below “ j(v To-dav the Htrlm.-r 1,1./.
persons the "man and hi- wife, four children, and , xvi«lelv read pa,x-r. even gne-
!,ne parent-in-law—his financial |«.sitwm needs la • (f ' ; a leading article on the -n bp* ■
|W ,les,«rate. Including the average pmt, from recent downward movement 1- a-.nh d
nce-tield. hi- drv farm and the woodland where he I he n.0v‘ „( lra(lv Pre-h capital ,- nee ded

- his fuel, "the income from a year - hard lalx.r | ;m(, ■ which ha- been l>-»k _

quietly in government bond-. 1- now

swtrr tintsfeels tha, the fall will continue m"md »„,d 
step i- taken. Nothing. « • .2 in •* the
the C.overnment. instead of bm n g (V„U. for
market, i- willing to redeem at par.

class u|xni
The'Kfamier-. eleelares the X-ahi. suffered more

War. T.igmy ■ e..,. ..av|, Oilier men.
is use-el for productive piir,x,ses. while me 
eomiwlled t<> lx.rrow 111 or,1er to live.
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,!'! Home Railway debenture -lock- ''’"‘'"‘(“"'Vluw 
Consol- this year have been unu-.,ally w id ’ ;
Iv.ve been alx.vc 70 and below ,4- 1 lu '•11
;„v I,, mo. and lune .<0. mu. amounted v - t

EEiœœ2”:E:... .. urities fell re-peclivelv .1. « and 4 l"1""'
mcnl mlr,, 2e e months, i'here i- no neve -ity 

of the Hank of hngland 
who v iK»si-

lialf-

in an

acre.

obtain
amounts t<i only ^i^.V

‘‘When comuareil with that 
il shows the lowest return, being twentv per 
lower than what the artisan receives, harm 
the cheapest to maintain, and yet our reader- w II be 
amazed to -ee the farmer sub-i-ting on -ueh a pH 
• of course, he can no,, in many m-amc-

; be i- consequently heavily laden

,f the re-t of the people 
cent.

lance, 
meet his expenses
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