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reply was made that, no such right . 
that as the City Council had endorsed c p|an 0"j 
underground conduits the extension i 1 he wire-
should he deferred until conduits were unit, y, 
Recorder Weir has sustained the city' ntention 

The sooner this plan is entered upon the lietter 
Conduits will have to be constructed 
later, and delay inlv adds to their ultimate enst. 
meanwhile the development of the elect ru- 
for transmitting messages, light, and power are 
hind red. It is high time this shilly-shally style 
of handling this question gave way t ■-me active 
steps h ing taken to arrange and carry at a sys­
tem of conduits that would ch ar the streets of un­
sightly (Miles and remove the serious obstruction tf 
111 fire protection service caused by masses 0f 
electric wires.

'sled andThe Insurance Money will go a Long Way 
towards restoring what has been destroyed by fire, 
We might supplement what has lx en stated above 
regarding the payments by the large Rriti-h < dices 
by stating that the American and Canadian offices 
interrsteel are well able to pay their loss's without 
causing serious disturbance. On the other hand 
we are afraid that quite a number of smaller fire 
offices will he rather seriously hampered and badly 
shaken.
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A «RANGEMENTS FOR REHUILDING arc already 
b'ing rushed forward at lightning speed It 

Id we think lie most desirable that this matterwon
should he taken up on conservative lines and after 
very mature consideration as to the- d urability of 

structures being erected, at an enormous out­
lay, which may lx1 considerably ahead of the t mes 
and may be liable to come within the volcanic 
as well as not being required for trading purposes, 
for it will, we imagine, take a considerable period 
bcf< re confidenee is fully restored, and it is not 
unlikely that si 111 other eity on the coast may t.ike 
away a considerable portion of the trade which 
San Francisco previous to this disaster enjoyed. 
It would lx- well for these and other reasons for 
those interested in San Francisco to gi slowly.
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A New Canal at the Suo Conti mutated _ 
During a demission over a water-) 1 wrr privilege 
engaged in by a deputation 401111 Sault Ste. Mari? 
that interviewed the Ontario Governnu it on Njth 
ult.. it c mi • out that the l)i minion Government ha- 
under c< nsideration the construction of ,1 -ecotid 
ship canal at the Soo, which would h 41.0 feet 
long. 1 r 500 feet longer and 20 feet wider and much 
de-por thin the present canal. The imva-c-d 
w.dth and depth will be necessary to amunmodatr 
the large freight vessels now being built to cam 
wheat and produce from the Northwest to lie tran- 
-h pjicd for tr,ins-Atlantic markets.
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Messrs PATERSON X Son, chief agents for Can­
ada, Plurnix Assurance Company ol England, re­
cently purchased Nos. 92 
Xavier St., in this city. The projierty was owned

of the old land

to ion St Francois

The Premier on the Senate.—A statement was 
made this week in the House of Commons by Sir 
Wilfrid I aurier, which probably for,-castes a 
change in the mode of constituting the Senate. A 
large h dy of his followers have committed them­
selves to I lie ah I it ion of the l"p|>e: House. This 
radical course is not approved by the Premier, in­
deed it is render, d impracticable by the federal 
constitution of Canada. "A Senate," said Sir 
Wilfrid, "was n cessary to guard the inti rc-ts of 
the smaller Provinces.”

by the Fairie Estate, and is one 
marks on that street.

Moors. Hutchison X Wood, architects have the 
contract tor remodelling the present building, and 
adding one new s'orey.

The entrance ball will lie finished with tile floor, 
and the fittings and office appointments will 1m 
modern and up to date, and in every way suitable 
for one of the largest husin: sscs of fire in-urance in 
Canada. The walls on ground Hot will lx- hand 
gome!y empanelled ill oak I hr building will lie 
four -toreys high, with basement, the l itter to lie 
fitted u)i with cloak rooms, lavatories etc The- 
frontage of building is 64 feet with .1 depth of 

feet The firm of Paterson X Son will occupy 
the entire building, which i- ex|iev1ed to lx- linish 
ed about 1st Noveiulier next

In cel diration of the establishment 1 f the Pine- 
nix Assurance C< liipany in Canada in Septemlicr, 
1804 (now over 1 ne hundred years ago .1 grand 
banquet was held at the Windsor Hotel 111 this 
city. On that brilliant and memorable <evasion 
Mr. A T Paterson presided.

l lie premium inr< me of the company m ( anada 
has risen from $151.223 in 1876, t $925,1 to in 

l lie balance sins t for l<)o5 indicates that

How Could a Senate be constituted? In 
sp:aking 1 n this question the Premier tlirr-v out a 
hint a- to the plan he fav tired if ever the Senate 
is to be changed constitutionally, lie said 

"I am in t averse to the adoption of the American 
system 1 f an equal number of senators Irvn each 
Pr v.nce in its entirety.

Who wa - t elect the S nate? Should Un- Senate 
I v appointed by the local Legislatures’ I am not 
|irepar d to join in the denunciation ol tin- I nitnl

- beingStates Senate which had impressed 
an able b dy If the local Legislature were t< 
elect its representatives one at a time the- might 
lx- objections. Hilt if say the I.egi-latur elected 
senators three at a time l>v open ballot, 1 1 11“™
her having only < 11* vote, something might lie 'aid 

City (Hunttl ot Montreal may Pr uiinn more for it F< r instanc ■ under such a system t < <•»• 
Poles Being KretTEP An application having | la-m Legislature with its 68 (’onsrrvatixe '««.*• 
Iiern made to have more telegraph and telephone I li erais would 'end 2 Conservatives and 1 >*‘er.c

certain stn-ets in this which seemed fair."
Sir Wilfrid wished the matter viewed irmn ) 

broad standpoint and in deference to hi- 'iggis 
lion the motion relating to this matter " " W|U 
drawn.
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the Phtrnix ««ecupics a |> sit ion »*» groat st rvngth

pairs rrrctrd to In* placed in 
city wh<*re nonr now « xist the city attorney was 
asked, "Whether the companies could erect such 
I coirs without the s|xs-i.il |iermission of the < it y 
Council as was contended?” F<> this emeston the


