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COST OF FEDERAL LEGISLATION IN CANADA

The cost of legislation in Canada is charged to
the Consolidated Fund Account, which includes ex-
penditures of an ordinary, year by year, nature,
while those which are made once for all, such as
outlays on permanent works, are charged to capital
account

The expenditure of legislation since 1868 was as
‘u”l'\\a. -
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Iaking these expenditures i groups of  years
coch since 1870, we get the following results

Total No. of Yearly

Yoars L Yonrs, Average.
1808 to 1873 4,100,155 S 521,231
18760 to 1881 3,187,385 5 637,477
1882 to 1883 3,240,040 3 640 229
1886 to 1800 4,455,803 5 Sg1,172
1801 to 1803 4,400,172 5 881,234
1800 to 1000 4,401,040 5 808,389
1001 1o 1904 4,220,150 4 1,055,040

Ihe vearly average cost of legislation charged
to consolidated fund has risen from a yearly aver
age, 1868 to 1875, of $521,231 to an average, 1001
to 1004 of $1,055,040 that 1s, the cost of ]l'glsl.lllnll
has more than doubled 1n the years trom 1000 to
1504, over those m the first 8 vears of Confedera
tion

I'he ncreases make n the sessional indemnity,
m the salary of the Premier, the grant of a salary
to the Leader of the Opposition and the pensions
to ex-Cabimet Mimsters will add a further sum of
about $340,000, that 1s, there will be an increase of
one-third to the cost of legislation by recent ad-
ditions to salanes, sessional indemnities and grants
for pensions.  Besides  the  sessional indemmnity
pard to members of the Senate and the House of
Commons, there are other outlays chargeable to
legislation.  The 1902 account stands as follows

$
1,000

206,254

76,1514

Speaker of the Senate oo .
Fdemmnity and Mileage. ... .
Salaries and Contingencies. oo vanias

Total for Senate...... cridhmybns veer 8206437

Speaker of the House of Commons, 1,000
Deputy Speaker oo iiiiiiniiananes 2,000
Idemvity and Miieage . 333,949
Salaries and Contingencies..... 201,475

Tota! for House of Commons..coa.vve  $541,404

August 11, 1905

Salaries 5= Library Staff.,

. PTG E S,
Books and Contingencies.. :

sassvansasesse TR

Total, Library of Parliament. ,........ S—WH—K
Printing, etc., of Parliament.cos coosesesnicnniiiia 166,201

Mool loneons .coeq covonssosssianssesd savssssssocs .84

Total Cost of Legislation, 1902....... .. w—llm

| —

If the duration of the several Parliaments held
since 1868 1s examined, we find the follow

g num-
ber of sessions to have been held, with the duration
of each Parliament, the date of Opening and Proro.
gation, and cost per day of the Parliament
) Total N ;

E.E:nl:‘.' !i\a;‘il::. Opening and Olosing, r:}:l".'l"n.y:w ,,,l,’:,
1t b Nov, '67, June, 72 308 5,365
2nd 2 Mch. '73, Nov. '13 a7 .33
3rd ] Mch. '74, May, '8 362 LX)
ith 4 Feb. » May, '82 379 8.301
oth 1 Feb '83, June, *86 472 6548
6th 4 Apl. '87, May, "% 375 8110
Tth L) Ayl 01, Apl 96 695 7640
Sth ] Aug "%, July, 1900 A0 .50
9th | Feb. 1901, Aug. 1904 51T .34
10th 1 Jany.—~July, 1905

The average number of days occupied by the Par.
liamentary Session has been 101, which includes
Sundays.  As a large number of the mcubers are
usually absent on Saturday and Sunday cach week,
many indeed on Monday also, besides occasional

vacations taken for various purposes, it s a far
estimate to give the average working time of a ses
sion to have been about 70 days. Of course, some

few members are more attentive to their Parlia
mentary duties than others.

I he average length of the active life of o Par
liament, as judged by the record, 1s 437 diys

The cost of cach Parliament since 1808, has aver-
aged $3,123,830, but the cost of the last one was
$4,220,305.  The number of sessions held i the
Parliaments from 1868 to 1904 was 30. One Par
Liament came to a premature end after 2 sossions,
one held from March 5, to August 13, 1! ind the
other Octorber 23, to November 7, 1873, n whid

the proceedings were sharp and decisive, the whe le
number of days occupied being 81 for onc session
and 16 for the sccond. Four Parhiaments hae
had 4 sessions, 3, 5 sessions, I, 6 sessions The
longest session was in 1903, which last d from
March 12, to October 24. The next large.t was
1885, which extended from January 20, to fuly 2

It is somewhat notable that the averag: numbe
of days occupied by the sessions in the firt 4 Par-
Liaments, 1868-1882, was 78, in the next j Parla
ments, 1883-1000, the average length of the sessions
was 112 days, and in the gth Parhament, 1 01-1004
the sessions averaged 144 days.

Ihe tendency to lengthening the scooon &
veloped after the sessional indemnity wos raised
from $1,000 to $1,500, the loquacity of meners hav-
ing been apparently stimulated and enco iged b
the extra income they derived from attendance #




