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I MMCOST or FEDERAL LEGISLATION IN CANADA

1 lie cost nf legislation in Canada is charged to 
the Consolidated Fund Account, which includes ex- 
penditures of an ordinary, year by year, nature, 
while those which are made once for all, such as 
outlays on permanent works, are charged to capital 
account.

The expenditure of legislation since 1 868 was as 
follows :
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If the duration of the several Parliaments held 
since 1868 is examined, we find the following num- 
lier of sessions to have been held, with tin duration 
if each Parliament, the date of Opening and Proro­

gation, and cost 1 ter day of the Parliament
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The average number of days occupied by the Par- 
hamentary Session lias been tot, which mclûürs 
Sundays As a large number of the members art 
usually absent on Saturday and Sunday each week, 
many indeed on Monday also, besides occasional 
vacations taken for various purposes, it w a fan 
estimate to give the average working time of a set- 

to have bien about *o days. Of course, some 
few memliers are more attentive to their Parlia-

I aking these expenditures in groups of years 
t. ch since 187(1, we get the following results : 
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mentary duties than others.
I lie average length of the active life >d ,i Par­

liament, as judged by the record, is 4.7 days.
The cost of each Parliament since l8hS, has aver­

aged $3,123,830, but the cost of the last , 
$4,240,365. The mini tier of sessions held in the 1 
Parliaments from iSbS to 11)04 was 39 
liament came to a premature end after 2 s 

■ held from March 5. to August 13, 18*;. and the

I hr yearly average cost of legislation charged 
to consolidated fund has risen from a yearly aver­
age, 18# 18 to 1875, ol $521,241 to an average, ngu 
to 1 i)i 14 of $1,055,040 that is, the cost of legislation 
has more than doubled in the years trom Hgxi to 
M04, over those in the first 8 years of Confedera­
tion
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I lie increases make in the sessional indemnity, 
in the salary of the Premier, the grant of a salary 
to the Leader of the Opposition and the |x-nsions 
to ex Cabinet Ministers will add a further sum of 
.iIhuiI $440,000, that is, there will lx* an increase of 
oiie-tlurd to the cost of legislation by recent ad­
ditions to salaries sessional indemnities and grants 
for j k*i 1 s 11 uis besides the sessional indemnity 
paid to members of the Senate and the House of 
Commons there arc other outlays chargeable to 
legislation The 1902 account stands as follows :
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the proci-cdings were sharp and decisive, tin while 
number of days occupied being St for 
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had 4 sessions, 4, 5 
longest session was 
March 12, to October 24.
1884, which extended from January 29, v July > 

It is somewhat notable that the averag. numbo 
of days occupied by the sessions in the hr-! 4 h1' 
liamcnts, 1868-1882, was 78, in the next 1 Parlu- 
ments, 1884-11)00, the average length of the sessK« 

112 days, and in the 9th Parliament, 1 oi-lW 
the sessions averaged 144 days.

The tendency to lengthening the 
veloprd after the sessional indemnity 
from $1,000 to $i,5<xt, the lcMpiacity of mem « rshav- 

Ixs-n apparently stimulated and encouraged t 
the extra income they derived from attei lance «I
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