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BENEFITS OF RIGHT READING. Hood •mliiifc will Inevitably elirkil 
the vik aliular> and aid us to express 
our own Idt-HN In ttttlng language uni 
It will hIbo b. I in u lu tv ns to search t< > w 

unlng of unfamiliar words.
dny of tremendous bus- 

*• which seem to hax’e

(Ity Charles Loyd.)
l>o we In these days give sufficient 

thought to our reading or1 do we often 
forget the remarkable

Ing to enrich our minds as we might 
and Indeed often by our reading actual
ly Impoverishing the deeper parts of 
our mental make-up?

In John RuskltVa peerless brochure 
"Sesame and L lies" 
of how ordinary men ami women hviy 

In select society, a society if 
the areateit men and women wh 
choicest thoughts may be sought with
out uny strain or stress. Indeed who 
are quietly waltl 
meet them. It I

The Young People’s Soviet) cannot 
than give an evening, or bet- 

tlon of aXVe live In a 
He and actlvlf 
permeated even our quiet recreations. 
Wc shall gain vastly If we eliminate 
the spirit of unrest from our reading, 
lake our way out of the wnirl of busi
ness and plea 
devote a portion of our time to un
disturbed and real reading.

do better
1er still through the forma 
Mission Study Claes, several evenings, 
to Dr. Joslah Strong’s "The Challenge 
of the City," one <d the Mleelon BtuU> 
text-books of the Young People’s Mis
sionary Movemeut. Some quotations 
from Dr. Strong’s book from the sec
tion on the slum will show Its treat
ment of this great missionary problem 
of the city.

effect reading 
ion life and character, thus fall-

sure and determine to
we outch a glimpse

OUR DUTY TO KNOW OTHERS.
A special Investigation of the slums 

of four great cities, made by the gov
ernment in lStH, established the fact 
that the overcrowding, the Milter 
the number of foreigner», the num 
of saloons, the amount of Vice and 
crime were proportionately much great
er In the slum than In the whole city, 
showing that the more degraded char
acter of the people corresponded to the 
more degrading character of the en
vironment.

only those who know us best help 
us most. When we are In gieatun 
need, we seek out some friend who will 
not misunderstand, 
through and through, and who because 
of that intimate knowledge can sympa
thise and counsel and encourage as no 
stranger or mere ucq 
vouid. do It Is that 1t we would really 
ht-ip other» we must know them well. 
We can do little real helping oi a sur
face acquaintance. The Sunday school 
teacher w ho eue* his class omy on Sun
days cannot help them much, lie n 
ten them luteresUi; 
their allciilton on

ing for us to go 
Is u law of life 

a man thlnketh In Ills heart 
Action good or otherwise Is born of 
some seed thought In the first place 
and It Is to a lar 
rending 
thinking.
live film that receives an 
easily, which Impression 
known to us 
some future 
duct. If It tie conceded 
Ing bear» no small part In the forma
tion of our thinking. Is It not u sub
ject worthy of the most careful at
tention?

As to what to read.

who knows us

extent true Huit 
deal to do with 

IkeOur minds are I
uauaaucti ever

e a aensa- 
Impresslon

he the means M 
shaping our ton- 

then that reuJ-

perhaps. 
time of

"A recent writer says concerning 
the slums of Chicago: "In one of these 
there are 35,000 people; In the other. 
30,000. It Is a region of adults. . . 
The inhabitants neither labor regular- 

,rry. Half of the inen are 
rlmlnals, or floating labor

ers; a quarter are engaged In the sale 
of dissipation; and a third of the wo
men are prostitutes.. . . Society here 
ha* lapsed back Into a condition more 
primitive than the Jungle.’ ”

tilings, and hold /

itu their 
until he lia»

»■;
never bunds permanently 
lives wiwi liopetdl upnfl i 
come to know them through 
through, us individuals, in ail depart
ments of their life. Christ helped u 
not merely because oi the truth 
lie himself knew and lived, but be
au»» lie knew men. "lie ueede-’ rot 

that any one should bear wltne 
ceriung man; lor Hu hunsen 
what was in .nan." "Oi 
man can we ee. ve him,

ly nor ma 
beggars, ci

There Is no 
Question that wholesome stories should 
form a part of the reading of all. '''or 
the voung nothing can be better In the 
•torv line than fiction In an historical 
setting. The demand, however, lor 
Actlun today has become so uppall'ag 
that many authors. Instead >f remov
ing artists In their line, have prostitut
ed their Dowers to produce as many 
stories as possible for the sake of gain. 
Thus we get the sad picture >f g ains, 
instead of staying with its Ileal, de
clining to mediocrity. Inquiry .it any 
public library will reveal «he fact that 
the average person reads nothing but 
stories. XVhat kind of physical !.. 
would bv produced by a constant det 
of salad? And what kind of mental 
health will be engendered by a con
stant diet of novels?

appetite Is whetted by «hat upon 
It feeds, and we create :n our- 

ppvtlte If we alia* light 
alone to rule ou? taste.

the!

Of an East End Parish In Londonmy as x c mow 
says Campbell 

Morgan. It costs «‘Hurt, and study, and 
patience, and low to know any one. 
But such knowledge is one of the tirst 
costs of our Christian service.—tiun lay 
Boiiool Times.

speaking of 
by personal

Professor Huxle 
conditions whlc 
contact and describing unconsciously 
our own slums as well: 
parish Dante’s Inscription, ‘Leave hope 
behind, all those who enter here,’ might
have been written................There was
nothl

h he

"Over Uiat

ng to remind the people of any
thing In the whole universe, beyond 
their miserable toll rewarded by slow 

In my experience of all

PRAYER.

Help us, u Lord, we beseech Thee, 
truly to lift up our thoughts and desires 
to Thyself, \\ e bless Thee wiui we 
speak ail our hearts to Thee. We p: ly 
Thee that Thou wouldst help us to cast 
out of our minds any thoughts, 
out of our lives any purposes and a 
of which we dare nut speak to Thee. 
And do Thou come near to us now, that 
all which is within us inn y feel Thy 
touch, and be kindled tb praise and 
magnify Thy gr«al name, Surely Thou 

It enter even Into the narrow rooms 
«'i our hearts If we open our desires to 
i’hee, and Thou will come as the King 
of Ulory, and fill the place with light 
and peace and power. Amen.

starvation, 
kinds of savagery all over the world, 
I found nothin 
degraded, noth 
thing so Intoler 
as the life I had 
East End of London. Nothing 
please me more than to contribute to 
the bettering qf that state of things, 
which, unless wl 
take It In hand, will tend to become 
worse and worse, anil to create some
thing worse than savagery,—a 
Serbonlan bog, which In the long 
will swallow up the surface-crust of 
civilization.”

g worse, nothing 
Ing more helplea 
ably dull and miserable, 

left behind me In the 
would

The

selves a base a 
reading and It 
The atorv has Its rightful pUos, but 
we shall lose greatly If we do 
weightier books which deal with ques
tions of social Interest or biographies 
of worthy men or women or books of 
trawl or those containing the thoughts 
of some mature thinker -any 
deed that will cost us an effoi 
and that will brace the muscles of 
minds for the task. Thus by giving 
exercise to our own thinking faculties 
we become mentally vigorous and the 
character and tone of 

lift.
s well to read some novels, but 

rare should be exercised In their choice. 
Present day novels are not entirely to 
blnmu for the quality of their produc
tions because the demand is forcing the 
suiiply an 1 thus we get reams of read
ing matt» r which tends almost entirely 
to tne sentimental and excites but sel
dom ilex ales. If each Individual culti
vated a taste for the best It would not 
be lor.g before the public demand 
would create a more wholesome supply.

The calibre of such writers of fiction 
ua Charles Dickens. Sir Walter Scott, 
• 'barbs Reade,
Charles Kingsley 
Is recognized b 
readers and the per 
affords real refresh] 
authors today whose Ideal Is also high 
and for such we should be grateful.

It Is open to some question whether

Is a

mi study

so and benevolent men

book In-
rt to rtu-J

SUGGESTIVE.
We want and must have the heart 

of things in religion, but we cannot 
have them unless we "observe all 
things whatsoever" Christ lias com- 

nded. Une must not be afraid of 
going througli .all needed motions. 
Think not that prayer will do as well 

you sit still and take the floor for 
anted, Instead of troubling yourself 

to kneel down. A lazy body and 
Ml befit fervent prayer. Closed eyes, 
Intent minds, quietness of spirit are 
means to be reckoned with. Who 
know s an., one having the heart of re
ligion, rno absents himself from 
church, neglects his Bible, keeps no 
prayer tryst, gives no money to the 
Master's cause, makes Christ no prom
ises, and shuns the communion table? 
Grace Is the heart of things for us 
Christians, and no trio of words is 
more to Christendom than this: Means 
of tlrace—Rev. T. C. Potter, D.D.

The following table shows how muc: 
greater Is the proportion of Italian and 
Slavic people In the slums than In the 
general population of our cities. The 
first column gives the total percent of 
population; 
slum popula 

Baltimore ..
Chlca 
New
Philadelphia............1 85...........60.28

Contrast with this the facts as^to

our lives receive
up 

t uI

the second, the percent of

. ..1.97..........12.72
...*.41...........44.44
.. .if.45...........61.11Rrk;f

fl

races from Northern Europe 
English, French, German and 8c 
navlan.

the

... 18.62.......... 27.29

........30.70............10.64

........30.73 ........... 8.64
..22.96.......... 8.44

Baltimore .. .
Chicago..........
New York ... 
Philadelphia ..

Macdonald,
and others like them 

y all discriminating 
usai of their work* 
ment and there are

y of Italians and Slavs 
of these cities averaged 

per cent., of Northern Europeans, 
of native Americans. 7.4 per cent.

No sin or uncleannesa is too great 
purify, but he can go in- 
only In the persons of his 

hey there ns they ought

The Mllterac 
In the elur •

■ I

II general rule we give euffliient 
ht as to how to read. Reading 
pastime In which we are apt to 
Into slack and slip-shod habits. 

Picking up a hook we often devour it 
hurriedly, ns though we longed to get 
on to the next. Seizing ur »n the su
perficial characteristics v the Story 
we lose the more lasting • d valuable 
parts, thus missing many nuggets of 
true and bright thought. It Is better 
to read fewer books and read them 
well than to read many without getting 
real benefit from any of them.

DAILY BIBLE READINGS.
Mon.—The way downward (Prov. 1:20- 

33).
Tues.—Exceeding bitterness (Jer. 2: 9- 

19).
Wed.—Prodigals In the slum (Luke 16: 

11-82).
Thurs.—The Saviour In the slum (Luke 

6:29-32).
Frl.—'The slum worth eavlng (Luke 7: 

36-60).
-Tears for the city (Luke 19:41-46).

for Christ to 
to the slums 
disciples. Are t 
to be there?

fall

Tell of Old Testament Judgment that 
fell on evil cities.

What Is being done for the slums? 
Have I any Idea of how slum-dwell-

/

•Y.P. Topic, Nov. 2IK-Home Missions 
(Luke 14:15-23).
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