
AUTHORS HIEKACK TO THK FIFTH KDITION

Ix llie jiiefaccs to the rurnier editions of this work on ojM'mtivf siii^rery I

have sjtecially eniplmsised tlie fact that the inoK* .siirj,'en- Itas Inconie tin-

common projiorty ot medical men, the more it is incumltent on any one who
intends to devote himself - jiractical siiriicry to take every ojijMirtiiiiity of

improving his technique. I'his is essential. In-caiise any <,'eneral practitioner

of repute may be suddenly caUed uiM)n to take charge of u surgical <lepart-

nient in .. country hospital. The lesponsibility of sue'' a jMisition must
wei'.'h heavily upon the ct)nsci' iitious jiractitioncr if he has not had a

tlioroiigh training as a d'nical assistant in u iiospital, as he may l>e

required at any moment to decide instantly on a course of action on wliich

may depend not only the future healtii but even the life of tlie patient.

Uidess lie wishes to Ije classeil among those who resort to exploratorv

incisions on all occasions regardless of risk, he must learn how to make an

exact diagnosis and ti; establish precise indicaiions- (, eaunent. This

necessitates the stern discipline of a long clit:i'al a- tant>liip. Tlie

requisite de.xterity in operating is acquired if a ^!lul:, ,• apprenticeship to a

good practical surgeon.

The possession of these requisite: w. uld desln y i'.e favourite arguments

of those physicians who are inclined , disparage surgery and belittle its

successes. They maintain that the cases are innumerable in which un-

necessary and even injurious operations are jterformed, and they are apt to

hold the whole profession responsible for such unwarranted operations under-

rieiice.W <ln

dust as the physician is not permitteil to write presciiptions witl lout

knowledge of the action and ellects of drugs, so the surgeon should not be

alb *ed to perform operations unless he is capable of lirst makini; an exact

(liatxno; 'is and prognosis.

Kven if we admit that the surgeon is respor ible for the results of his

'peiations, it must never be foi-gotten that omissions and bluudtrs in the


