
A CHAPLET 0F YEARS

disappointrnent! The whistle blew, the bell rang, and the train

obediently stearned out, gaining speed with every puif. Like a mighty

giant, it seerned to defy the companion nuns two blocks away.

Dismayed, Sister M. Sacred Heart stood stock stili on the sidewalk,

and said reproachfully, "You see, Mother, how useless it was to corne on;

the train has gone."

'Never tmiid," said Mother cheerfuliy, without slackening pace,

"hurry along, it will corne back for us. St. joseph will taire us to

Nanaimo today."

She continued to walk rapidly on for a minute or so, when, would

you believe it-the train came back. It began to move backwards, and

backwards towards the station, and slowing up, stopped at the platforrn.

"Quick, quick," said Mother, "the train has corne back for us."

The two Sisters fairly ran. Tbey reached the train and had barely

boarded it, when it was off again. When they were in their seats, the

Mother Provincial said to her cornpanion, "Did 1 flot say ail along that

St. joseph would see us through, though we did run through town like

John Gilpin?" Mother always had a keeri sense of tht ludicreus, and

she evtr after enjoyed comnparing ber race to Russell station v-ith that of

Cowpcr's hero, John Gilpin, through London town.

Although the confident Mother knew that St. joseph had brought

the train back for her accommnodatio>n, she was too practical flot te know

likewise tIva there was some natural cause for the immediate return te

tht station of a moving train. She soon got the explanatic'n. The con-

ductor had forgotten his clearance papers and bis ticket-bock-an

unheard of thing-and the train carne back that he might ge~ theni.

It is mrore than probable that Conductor Black repropched himself

for his forgetfulriess that day, with never a suspicion that St. 'oseph,

looking screnely down fro.n heaven, alone was responsible. Neither

did the good conductor lay the disturbance to the pertinacity of the two

nuns, who demurely paid bim their fart. Meanwbilc they went on

rejoic-ing within tbemnselves that they had compelled St. joseph to send

the E. & N. train back for theni.
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