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(b) proof of identity. 55-56 V., c. 29, a. 695.

OATHS AND AFFIRMATIONS.

13. Every court and judge, and every person having, by law 
or consent of parties, authority to hear and receive evidence, 
shall have power to administer an oath to every witness who 
is legally called to give evidence before that court, judge or 
person. 56 V., c. 2)1, e. 22.

14. If a person called or desiring to give evidence, objects, 
on grounds of conscientious scruples, to take an oath, or is 
objected to as incompetent to take an oath, such person may 
make the following affirmation :—

‘ I solemnly affirm that the evidence to be given by me shall 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.’

2. Upon the person making such solemn affirmation, his 
evidence shall be taken and have the same effect as if taken 
under oath. 56 V., c. 31, a. 23.

15. If a person required or desiring to make an affidavit or 
deposition in a proceeding or on an occasion whereon or touch
ing a matter respecting which an oath is required or is lawful, 
whether on the taking of office or otherwise, refuses or is 
unwilling to be sworn, on grounds of conscientious scruples, 
the court or judge, or other officer or person qualified to take 
affidavits or depositions, shall permit such ]>erson, instead of 
being sworn, to make his solemn affirmation in the words 
following, viz. : 41, A. B., do solemnly affirm, etc.’ ; which 
solemn affirmation shall be of the same force and effect as if 
such person had taken an oath in the usual form.

2. Any witness whose evidence is admitted or who makes 
an affirmation under this or the last preceding section shall 
be liable to indictment and punishment for perjury in all 
resj>ect8 as if he had been sworn. 56 V., c. 31, s. 24.

16. In any legal proceeding where a child of tender years 
is offered as a witness, and such child does not, in the opinion 
of the judge, justice or other presiding officer, understand the 
nature of an oath, the evidence of such child may lie received, 
though not given upon oath, if, in the opinion of the judge, 
justice or other presiding officer, as the case may be, such child 
is possessed of sufficient intelligence to justify the reception of 
the evidence, and understands the duty of speaking the truth.

2. No case shall lie decided upon such evidence alone, and 
such evidence must be corroborated by some other material 
evidence. 56 V., c. 31, s. 25.
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