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ChntL 1 ''•''!
"'"'"" °^ Mr. Murdoch,who had been .nvted there by „y mother to hej

h m „d « «, not h«d to obtain permission to sit
w. h Archje and Tam Dyke in the cock-loft in the
gall

Y-
Word was sent to Tam. and so it hap-

pened that three abandoned lad, duly passed the
plate and took their seats in the cock-loft. But'

the sound, of the,r feet that the elder, had gone ino the k.rk. we slipped down the stair, and out of

•n a tw-nklmg, and hot-foot on the road to theDyve Burn.

It was the fashion of the genteel in Kirkcaple to
put their boys into what were known as Etonsmt^Iong trousers, cut-awayjackets, and chimney-
pot hat, I had been one of the earliest victims,

S^Kwl
I ""^'"ber how I fled home from the

Sabbath school with the snowballs of the town
rough, rattling off my chimney-pot. Archie had
foUowed^^h,, famdy being in all things imitators ofmme. Wt were now clothed in this wearisome
garb, so our first care was to secrete safely our hatsn a marked spot under some whin bushes on the
unks. Tam was fi-ee from the bondage of fashion


