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ada," etc. Another writer will explain by wh. t means and to
what extent this propaganda is being directed to poisoning the
healthy fountain of life h\ our educational systems and what
a brood is being now hatched for the coming generation to
combat.]

The second feature of contrast between the policy of the
fathers of confederation and recent administrators is that the
former not only set their faces against the adoption of the
European system of standing armies for Canada, but confined
this defenae within Canadian tiTritory and by the Canadian
people. The "Permanent Militia" of Canada' was limited by
law and common understanding to 1,000 men and that restric-
tion v/as not overstepped till after the death of Sir John Mac-
dona'id. In violation of his policy the "permanent force" has
become a standing army of over 3,000 at a yearly cost which
has swelled from $223,000 in 1894 to over $2,300,000 in 1914;
and visitors to Ottawa who meet the uniformed orderlies and
officers at every turn can judge whether the pomp of militarj'
rule is growing or diminishing. The leaders of both parties were
united in opposing the efforts then made to glorify the soldier V.

trade, and they resisted the pressure exerted in the name of
loyalty to tax the people with needless military establishments.

A third point to be noticed is that while the leaders of

both parties were united on this policy of peaceful development
and patient reliance on the influence of good will, the actual
temptations to develop the military spirit were overwhelmingly
greater and the dangers of war involving Canada were more
frequent and more real than now. Leaving out of account the
disputes between Great Britain and the United States arising

out of the fisheries and the boundaries questions, Canada had
two border raids and two rebellions in this period when weak
administrators would have yielded to the militarj' pride and
national feeling thus excited.

Now, in one of those strange declensions by which our
political leaders seem bereft of the sagacity that had earned
the confidence of the past generation, the people are being urged
to run down the steep place into the sea at a time when the

'"'^es of international pood will are becoming more manifest
1 ever, when the failure of physical force becomes more

p. vent as the European military system begins to break of its

own deadly weight, and when a conquest of Canada is a danger
no more substantial than a mirage of the desert.

What we should understand by the recital of this history

is that the faith of Sir John Macdonald, George Brown and Sir

George E. Cartier in the ultimate triumph of intelligence and
gentleness over ignorance and national pride, has be^n com-
pletely justified in the present amicable relations between Great
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