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of another sort. At first it caused great uneasiness,

but eventually the manifestation became more
grotesque than alarming. Jacob S. Coxey of Mas-
sillon, Ohio, a smart specimen of the American
type of handy business man, announced that he

intended to send a petition to Washington wearing
boots so that it could not be conveniently shelved

by being stuck away in a pigeonhole. He there-

upon proceeded to lead a march of the unemployed,
which started from Massillon on March 25, 1894,

with about one hundred men in the ranks. These
crusaders Coxey described as the "Army of the

Commonweal of Christ," and their purpose was to

proclaim the wants of the people on the steps of

the Capitol on the 1st of May. The leader of this

band called upon the honest working classes to

join him, and he gained recruits as he advanced.
Similar movements started in the Western States.

"The United States Industrial Army," headed by
one Frye, started from Los Angeles and at one time
numbered from six to eight hundred men; they
reached St. Louis by swarming on the freight trains

of the Southern Pacific road and thereafter con-

tinued on foot. A band under a leader named
Kelly started from San Francisco on the 4th of

April and by commandeering freight trains reached


