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Tapre 4-C.—Areas of Timber and Young Growth Burned and Quantities of Timber
Damaged in British Columbia and Prairie Provinees (exelusive of Dominion
Parks) in 1916,
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Fig. 16 shows the relative area of merchantable timber and cordwood, of young
srowth, and of areas without either, that were burned. It will be noted that the
merchantable timber area burned over, while of very considerable extent in the agg
gate, represents only a comparatively small proportion of the total area. This p ‘
in part, of course, to greater efforts properly being made to protect the merchantable
areas. It is also due, however, to the t that usually a fire spreads less rapidly in
heavy green timber than on other areas, and » to the fact that past fires have
-

reduced the area of merchantable timber very seriously and inereased the proportion
of areas of other classes. The larger proportion of the total burned area classified as
young growth or as land without cither merchantable timber or young growth should
not be a cause for congratulation, but on the contrary it should be a serious reminder

of the past ravages of fires

It should be noted also in connection with this diagram that the continual
destruction of young growth is one of the most serious effects of forest fires, often
exeeeding in value of damage done the injury to merchantable timber,

Fig. 17 illustrates the quantity of saw-timber damaged each season. The diagrams
do not illustrate as aceurately as those showing the number and areas of the fires, the
relative severity of the different seasons, The quantity of merchantable timber burnt

in a season depends, to a certain extent, on chance as to where fires may happen to




