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Table 4-C.—Areas of Timber and Young Growth Burned and Quantities of Timber 
Damaged in British Columbia and Prairie Provinces (exclusive of Dominion 
Porks) in 1910.

Merchantable Timber and Cordwood. <£r«s. Merchant - Total Area.

BRITISH COLt'MBIA Aon* M Ft. B M Cords. Acre* Ac,,,. A™.

RAILWAY BELT.

Forent Rcwrvcn.............. an IS 25 350 405
Ikniiinion Land*................ 97 86ft 64 2.082 2,238

Total..................... 187 378 79 2.132 2. «138
PROVINCIAL LANDS lft,3<>4 60,41ft 11,STS 184,706 161.288

Whole Province 15,131 50.793 11.357 137.138 103,020

PR Al RIF PROVINCES

FOREST RESERVES.

Alliertn........................... :t6 280 10 226 6,618 6.878
SiwkaU-hewan ................. 97 ft UNI !«] 1u,130 11.195

62 150

Total 1.002 280 no 315 10.810 18,223

DOMINION LANDS.

Allwrto.. ............... 3.872 1,680 16,020 40,382 49.006
Saskatchewan................... 22ft 50n 2. «HI. 0.W 9.36ft
Miuiitolm............................. 1,056 2,685 41,031 13,058 22,96ft 87,078

Total 5.152 4.315 57.554 20.290 70.007 •5.140

WHOLE PROVINCES.

Al l«r ta .... ... 8,907 1,910 16,080 4,977 47.MNI R5.8h4
Saskatchewan ................  . 1.2011 INNI 2.570 16,790 20.560
Manitolia........................... 1,107 2,08.6 41,034 21,063 *7,228

Total 1.214 4,505 57 004 80.853 113.072

Fig. 10 shows the relative area of merehantable timber and cordwood, of young 
growth, and of areas without either, that were burned. It will be noted that the 
merehantable timiter area burned over, while of very considerable extent in the aggre
gate, represents only a comparatively small projtortion of the total area. This is due 
in part, of course, to greater efforts properly being made to protect the merchantable 
areas. It is also due, however, to the fact that usually a tire spreads less rapidly in 
heavy green timber than on other amis, and also to the fact that past fires have 
reduced the area of merchantable timber very seriously and increased the proportion 
of areas of other classes. The larger proportion of the total burned area classified as 
young growth or as land without either merchantable timber or young growth should 
not lie a cause for congratulation, but on the contrary it should be a serious reminder 
of the past ravages of fires.

It should be noted also in connection with this diagram that the continual 
destruction of young growth is one of the most serious effects of forest fires, often 
exceeding in value of damage done the injury to merchantable timber.

Fig. 17 illustrates the quantity of saw-timber damaged each season. The diagrams 
do not illustrate as accurately as those showing the number and areas of the fires, the 
lelative severity of the different seasons. The quantity of merchantable timber burnt 
in a season depends, to u certain extent, on chance us to where fires may happen to


