
421 THE SLAVE OF THE FARM

the annual payment of interest and principal on same, and
Whereas, owing to lack of transportation facilities we have to 

pay a much higher cost for the necessities of life, and all other 
materials due to the cost of hauling same,

Be it Therefore Resolved, that this Union of the United 
Farmers of Alberta urge the Dominion Government through the 
Minister of Interior to give this matter serious attention, and devise 
means to relieve the severe hardships suffered by settlers, either by 
reducing or abolishing payments in cash, and the interest charged, 
or by allowing extra duties being performed in lieu thereof."

A painful comparison, I admit, and not altogether to the 
liking of the booster. You will observe, my dear E., that this 
old primitive St. John does not pass resolutions about exploit­
ation, but remarks complacently upon the absence of great man­
ufacturers. Ah me! things have changed since then! The 
destruction of this type of rude happiness, however, is quite 
in keeping with modern industrial methods, for capitalist pro­
duction can only reap its full fruit, only blossom in all its sweet 
ftagrance on the grave-mound of free agriculture. Ah! well 
for old St. John, he heard not the rattle of a roaring freight train, 
or the ceaseless hum of the giant thresher. Lucky was he, for 
old St. John could look out into the soft aisles of the surrounding 
forests, and fear not the coming of the sheriff, and, by the same 
token, the word mortgage does not seem to have been included 
in his dictionary. Why! it was not a few years’ ago that farmeis 
were wont to look askance at one of their fellow-farmers who 
had taken on the burden of a mortgage. It was whispered 
around the village, behind hands, darkly. He was regarded as 
being in the last ditch, driven to bay with his back to the wall. 
The taking out of such a thing was indeed almost immoral; his 
right to a seat in the village kirk was even questioned, but we 
saw, if you recall it, in the last letter, how, despite his most 
frantic efforts, the farm slave was driven into the all embracing 
arms of capital, so that today, he looks upon a mortgage in almost


